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- By appointment, 1 introduceo William Manchester, who has betgx\‘l@;ﬁ“/‘ ’
cOmmzssxoned by Mrs, John F, Kennedy to write a book concerning the four days = X
surrounding the assassination and funeral of ihe late President, to th g Director at !
10 10 a.m,, toaay in the Director's Offxce. AssacSimairor) ot Pre m’w ﬁ- I\T

‘ _ Jeh £ Ke rrzcy - B

Mr, Manchester first thanked the Director for seeing himJ( H‘ explamed N

that he had already seen approximately 90 people, p-iacipally in Washington; however, _
had not yet gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Chief Justice Warren felt that he should

no; conduct mterwews in Dallas until after the Warren Commission report had been issu &

In mstltuting a series of questions to the Directcr, Mr. Nanchester 1rét§~
inquired as to what the Director was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963,
Manchester added that he would first like to start with Novcmber 22, 1963 at the premse,,
moment the Director {irst received the news that the President had been shot° The
Director replied that he had just returned from lunch, This was approximately 1:10 p, me
- A news item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot. The Director,,.
immediately called the Attorney General who was at his home dining with the U, S e
Attorney from New York, Mr, Morgenthau, The Director advised the Attorney General E
that a news annoancc,ment had been made that the President had been wounded, The
Director stafed he next tzlked to the SAC of our Office in Dallas, Texas, He was mformec

" that the President had been wounded and had been taken to the Parkland Memorial Hospital
The SAC also advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergency
room with Kennedy at the same hospital, Mrs, Kennedy and Mrs. Connally, who were
riding in the same car, had not been hit, The SAC told the Director that it appeared that
the sho;s had come from an upper s.ory wmdow of the Texas Book Dep051tory Building.
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: ! Epeculation and rumor, All of this coyld have been avoided had the Dallas police takgn
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R  The Dallas Office 2dditionally advised the Director shortly after 2:00 p, .
that day thot the President had died, The Director imzn'ediately called the Attorney . 3
General once again and told him of the dcath of his brother, At this time the Director .
JInquired as to v Lather the Attorney General Planned to go to Dallas, The Director state.
that he had advised the Attorney General that if such plans were in the making he would .
facilitate his ézparture and arrival, The Dircecior told Manchester that shortly thereaftc
cur Pallas Cifice called once again to ndicate that the President?s body would be e
Immediately flown back to V/ashington and that the Vice President had already been swor
inas President, The Director later called the Attorney General once again and told hin;
that the FBI was moving into the investiaation, - The Director advised Manchester that th
FEI took this nction despite the fact that there Was no Iaw making it a Federa] violation t
assassinate the President, . . . S CE et
o 4t this point the Director gave Manchester a brief history of the -

assassination of SAZ Shanahan in Chicago, Dlinois, in the middle 1920%s. There was no
Fedaral law against assaulting or murdering an #BJ Agent at that time, The Director
told Manckester he initiated action to make it a Federal crime to assault or kill an FBI
Agent so that proper action cculd ke taken in Federal court rathes than a loca] court in’
such matters, , - S : _ e

Te Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of - -

'; Lee Harvey.o.sv.'ald, Jr., Ozwald weuld never have bean killed by Jack Ruby, The - -
: | Director statec that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable

' Proper actioh to protect Oswald, R

The !}:il'ectcr told I‘.Ea‘nc'heskter ﬂxat the FBY immediately éntéfedfhe case,

. Caspite n‘cn-jurisdiciicn, and that we interviewed Oswald as socn as he was made available

)

The Director stated that on the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately 7:25 Poms,.

. President Johnson czlled him at his Lorre and reguested that the FBI take complete charge

of the case invelving the assazsination, The Director stated he advised the President

- thut the FBI had already entered the ca £e and that we would, of course, go 2ll out in this
. matter, Tke Director 21so told the Zresident that he was concerned about the great

amount of publicaty coming out of Dallgs, -

U Tha Director then tsid Manchester tat the Dallas police had gwe'x cut B
' considarable Information received as a result of FBI findings, Particularly from cip R
‘Laboratery, He added that on the 4ih or Sth day following the assassination he instricted

ceur ££C in Dallas to contact Chief of Police Curry and order him to make no further

- statements (o the nress with respect to {he evidence or investigation surrcunding the -

assassirztion, 7. . ~irector told Manchester that this Chief of Police could have told
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“him to go to hell; ho_\véfch he had recognized the obvious Ivnecessity and logic of such -
- Instructions and had complied, The Director explained to Manchester at some length :
the necessily to keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of an individua’

co L The Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, November 23, -
1863, our Dallas Clfice had received an anonyraous telephone call indicating that plans

had been mada-40 murder Oswald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jail, The
FBI jinformed the Dallas Chief of Folice imm ediately, The Director told Manchester T
that original plans for removal of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p. m, that Saturday
night, The Chief of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressure
of the press thot Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communications media

~could cover the event, Cur Pallas Clifce again called the Dallas Police Department on’
Sunday morring, November 24, 1963, and reminded that Department of the same -
anonymous telephone call, At that time the Chief of Police assured our Dallas Office tt
all precautions were being taken to protect Oswald, - .- - oo~ e e

«

: The Director informed Manckester that following the President’s call .~
at 7:25 p, m., lTovember 22, 1963, he gave specific instructions that the FEI do everyth
possible to thoroughly investigate this case, The Dircetor stated that additional = =
personnel were immediately sent to Dallas, Ha told Iianchester this was necessary
fnasmuch as cur Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, receivec
hundreds and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setfing forth leads in this :

CEE A M O N . e . s, s P i B e+ 9
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case, - - T
P Llanchester incuired a$ to whether the Director placed any significance -
:  to the ancaymous phone czall concerning the plan to murder Oswald, The Director replic
i that we had no way of Imcwing at the time whether any importance should be attached or
not; however; we d.d have the responsibility to immediately notify the Dallas police, - -
i which we did, . o P -
L e The Director charzcterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a *police buff, "
i Asaresult of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy accessibility
: to the Dollas Falice Cepartment, The Director stated that he did not know whether Ruby
;i " reported insanity wes of the cincere or faked type inasmuch as we were not psychiatrist.
:  He statéd that Faby he.drgiven the excuse that he had Iilled Oswald bzcause of his obviou.
1 affcction for the iate President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow
;. to Mrs, Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas and testify
_Tlagainst Oswald, LT s e
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s e " Manchester inquired as to the exact Jocation of the Director at the time

. Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1953, The Director replied that he was at.

} home. He stated that the Dzllas Office contacted him immediately following this event,
- Manchester inquired as to the Director's immediate reaction, The Director replied that

Vookis first thought was how such an event could take place, particularly under a system of
civilized justice, The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jack
Ruby and particularly to ascertain if there. had been a relationship between Ruby and
os“,ald.' * - ) . o P . : . .. e -

- . - - L T [N vt P T

* ‘ : | : < T | N

: Manchester inquired as to whether the Divector was watching television
at the time of Oswzld®s mirder, The Director replied in the negative, He stated he was
1 working on official vapers at the tim2, The Director added that he usually saved Sunday:
. to review lengthy cocuments and mamcranda 25 well as to prepare himself for interview:
hearings, ete, . -~ . A ST :

S Man thester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday morning,
November 22, 1965, prior to the assassinaticn, The Director replied that he was -
concucting business as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that particular
morning, " . e, S
tlanchester injuired as to the physical location of the wire service ticker
machine, He was told that it is located across thz Lall and that pertinent wire service

. items are brought in to the Director immediately, .. ., .o Lo
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- -+ The Elrector told Manchester thet his first conversation on November 22,'
1963, with cur D:llas Cifice occurred at approximately 1:48 p,m, The Director was
advised =t that time that the President was rot believed to be dead yet but that he had
suffered 2 morlal wound, The Director mentioned tiat on the occasion of his second
call to the Aticiney Genzrel, the Attorney General kad indicated that ke had also been in
touch with 2 number of :1z Presidentinl Staff and had been informed cf a number of .

. delails concerning the shootizg and the fact that the President had died, - w - ‘

= -+ Naackzster inquired as to the Director's opinion of the Attorney Genzralls
reaction‘unon being fatcrrmed that the Presicent had becn shot, The LCirector replicd
that the Attorney Ganeral had heen silent for a £2w r.oments and had then requestcd that
tha Director keey him informed cf any further fr.cts received concerning this matter,
The Director told Aianchester that the Attorney CGeneral is usually very quiet in manner
. until he has all the necessary facts of a given situation, - Tke Director stated that the " —
" Attorney General was not the explosive type unless he becane angry, R i

¢
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e L . *

- oo Manchester told the Director that the President’s call to the Director at |
7:25 p.m., Novem: ' 22, 1963, appeardd to be one of the first calls that the President
‘made upon returning to Vashington that evening, The Director replied that he would: .©
1 surmise that this was correct. Tiae Dircctor added that our investigation proceeded
forthwiih; however, it was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the'
Presicent deciczd to name 2 Presidential Commission to look into the assassination, -
The Lirector tctd Manchaster that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Commissic -
withip ten coys after the President had set up this body, The Director stated that he
rpersonally had appazred before the Varren Commission and that he considered their - ;
Guestioning of him to be quite thorough, He stated that thoroughness was necessary on -
~ the part of the Commission inasrmuch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip anc
speculaticn in ¢2 future, The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will - .
continue concerning this case, especially in Eurcpe where there is widespread gossip -
concerning a supposed conspiracy, for many years, . L mae ot

et il " A ol

. ~ The Director told Manchester that the staterment that some of the
information may be withheld by the Warren Commissicn naturally gave rise to further
rumor. Lklanchester replied that he cculd understand the Chief Justice’s statement in thi
regard inasmuch as not just any individazl should be allowed to look at the classified
material sent tc the Commission by some agencies, The Director replied that the issue
in point is such that excessive precauticns cf security is unwise., The Director explainec
that he had never been a grcat believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard . ..
regarding excessive securily, He stated that an item is either classified or else it isn’t
classified, , The Dircctor gave examples of leaks in Government that have given several
Presidents extreme cause and worry. He.stated that the FBI is usually called upon to
investigate these leaks, however, newspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their
sourccsS. The Cirector stated that if newspapermen did reveal Such sources that quite, .
- naturally the scurces weuld dry up, R e oo
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Lianchester inguireq of the Dircctor as to whethor the assassination case
bzcame one ¢f major concern ! dllowing the President’s call at 7:25 p, m., November 22,
1963, The Dircctor stated that as he had previcusly indicated, the FBI had already
entered this case, He acded, however, that after the President®s call we went all out in
doing such things as worldng around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI official
to Cillas and adding cypfroxinntely 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel complement, The
Pirccior stated thatvre still have at least 50 men who are tied up in running down leacs

- on tiis particular case throughout the FBI's service. He stated that this case will never

k2 closed from an jnvestigative point of view inasmu:h as we will continually receive

leav.s, many from mental cases, which necessarily have.to })e checkedout,” - - .
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e Manchester ashed if the matter cf a President being assassinated not ..
. being a Federal crime had ever beeri discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else, .
according tc the Director’s imowledge, The Director replied that there had beenno
" discussion to any extent, He stated the malter had just never been considereds: -7 -

! i
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- .. hlanchester inquired as to whether tte FBI had prior material on Oswald
before the assagsination.. The Director replicd that we did have some information - .
regarding Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in nature, The Director then explained
at sotne lengih the brckground of Oswald, He told Manchester of the press releases that -
Oswald made in FMoscow., He told Llanchester of Oswald's employment in a factoryin .
Minsk, Russiz, and of the fact that Ozwald had later rcturned to Moscow, The Director
stated that Le certainly cid rot understand why the Department of State had failed to have
Oswald sign an afficavit forfeitting his Amevrican citizenship at the ttme Oswald returned -

to Lioscow and-visited the U. S, Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the
State Department claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an o
extraditable crime in the Sovist Union, therefore, no signed aff:davit was taken from
Jhim. The Director again deplored tae fzilure to have such an affidavit executed, = -

PO

: Tie Dircctor continued thot we kad interviewed Czwald within two or thre
~ days following his arrivzl :n the United Slates. He explained that we, of ccurse, desirec.
to find out if Oswald had been recruited as zn intellizence agent by the Soviet Union, Th
Director told Manchester that this did not appear to be true. He added that Oswald had
§ classiijed himself as a Iforxzist rathar than a communist, The Director added that - .
Oswald had later teen interviewed in MNew Orleans after getting iato a street squabble

VL N e T b e i S e ey e
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;  Wwith anti-Castroites over leaflets Lzing handed out Ly Oswald, The Director told - -
; . Manchester that Oswald could best be termed a "loner.” Ee explained Oswald’s -

:  commuiications with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswald
.. had never joined the Party. The Director told of thz incidents surrounding Oswald’s

. attempt to Kill General Walker in Callas, He added ihat Oswald's wife, Marina, had
- advised ug cf this incident following the assassination, The Director summarized this
poxt of the intzrview by indicating there appearcd to be nothing in Cswald®s background .
which would reflect that he was a man of violence and most certainly nothing which
indicated that Cswald had any intentions of acsassinating the President, ... .. -
oo, s .. HManchesjer acked if the Circctor did nct find it odd that Mrs. Cswald
hzd i 0ed to tell anyone about the attemptied ascassination of General Walker until after
the r»+d2r of President Kennedy, The Director replied that he did not find this odd in
£ vigvri: :he cold relationship betwecn Osvald and his wife, the language barrier on the :
i . part of Lirs. Oswald and the fact that Mrs.' Osvald did not have the natural instincts of
i __an foierican woman bat to the contrary had a different attitude altogether, He stated he
7 placed no signiiicance in Mrs., Cswald's failure to advise of this incident prior to the
- assassinationy——=im—me—r— e €'/N - e —

“ s A P - . .- . B . PR . U
-, ‘ Py}
" A T 7

IR A E AT

ot ey DL AT e

_;Ztﬁ.r- E



2

DeLoach=2 Riohr G-d-64 -~ + - TlTIUN LS
Re: Villiam Litnchester, Zuthor of Kennedy Book -
' To Be Pubiishedin 1969 - . - 1 -
o eulppeintmént with Divector, 10:10 2, m,, 6-4-64"

ST 77 Tle Cirector tcld Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate’
on the motivetions ¢ Oswzld to kill the President, - The Director stated it was entirely ;
possible Gswald may have wanted fo }ill Governor J:hn Connally, He explained that -
Cswald had wrilten communicaticns to Governor Connally protesting his particular type
of discharge from the U, S, Marine Corns. Thée Director added that President Kennedy
vas an intellectuci liberzl type. He stated that President Kennedy had been desirous of
keeping pzace with honor, He stated that President Kennedy desired peaceful co-exister
~--Aamerican iiyle, The Director acded that the President, although he had been firm : -
in his dezlings with Khrushehey, had a fairly good relationship with Khrushchev and the -
Soviet Union, The Cirector summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired to
kill the President because the Presidant had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, against -
the Communist Faxrty and Ciairman Khzushcheve .. - ' P

-

: IZcnchesier speculcted that perhaps the communists, including Oswald,
cid net like the relationship between the late Precident and Khrushchev; therefore, the
commnunists dasired to do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their
desired philoscpily ¢ :1d be removed, The Cirector replied that this was entirely . :
possibley however, he wanted Manchester to clearly undersiand that Khrushchev was not
a person to bs trusted and tha. Chairmesn ¥hrushchey had o very cold and evil mind.

. The Directcr, at this point, gove eramples of Khrushehev?®s understanding of the Englisk

i language daspite the fact that he had-{iroyanovsiy, an ¢xcellent interpreter, with him

. atall times vhile on'his visits to the United States, The Director told Manchester that
he had always felt it bztter to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins onceina -

- while rather than'to boci-lick them., The Dircetor explained that Khrushchev was -

basically an oriental znd that individuals cpposing orientals usually lost face in the -

oriental’s cpinion when fear or trepidation wes shown, = oo v o n o

e B o buer, ashan -t

. -irclester inguired es to whether the Director?s duties and ST N

~

respensibilities allowed him to pariicipate persorally in the funeral ceremonies, The
Director replicd in tae ncgalive, FKe stated he 1ad bzen at his desk constantly, He
1. added that h2 hod i3sued instructions that FBI parsonacl participate officially in the
ceremonies by ass’sting €ecret Service as much s pozsible, The Director spoke cf the
i - many visiling foreign dignitories 2nd of the dancers involved in the march from the.
Vihite House to £t, Matthew?s Catlizdral, Ee told Munchkester that over 40 Snecial
£ ats kad b2en cssigned 2o assist Secret Sarvice, rarticularly at St. Matthew's - - .
i Cathedrel, He Zurther fold hlanchaster that the authority to protect the Presicert wa
. clecriy a icnction of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have
= zxzgisted when called upon, The Cirector briefly advised Manchester at this point of the
. Imimcdiate widespread ramifications of this case following the actual shooting, He told
hesiar that leads had sprend to Mexico as well as throughout the entire United State
rezicre, it hns been necessary ior him personally to remain at his desk so as to -
ervise this matiers——r—im——— &5 e
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A by t th_s rom* I 1‘en~mded M'm hn.ster o his prewous statement to me tha
j he ln'i to ’)c et the White ITouse at 11:15 a. m, Manchester thanked the Director twice

upon his depnriure and stated that he was very appreciative o the Director's cooperatior
and couslau' Lle time ta}.en from 2 busy schedule to be of aSS1stance. : oy

CACTION:

‘ The Dlrector mzy desire to scnd the Attorney General the '_aifached letiexf-
indicating that he lu.d seen I»Iaucbes»er. : e T
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