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SUBJECT: 77 WILLIAM MANCHESTER 9°" * : 
Vp AUTHOR OF KENNEDY BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED IN 1969 ° 

APPOINTMENT WITH DIRECTOR, 10: 10 A.M. 2 6-4~64 

. By appointment, I introduced William Manchester, who has sno ER A ‘ 
commissioned by Mrs, John F. Kennedy to write a book concerning the four days . - x 
surrounding the assassination and funeral ofthe late President, to th 6 Director at ! 

10:10 ame, today in the Director's Office. Assassmation Ct Kies ene 
“ techn Ken Keddy >. ae 4 

Mr. Manchester first thanked the Director for seeing him.U HE S explained A 
“that he had already seen approximately 90 people, p-iacipally in Washington; however, 
had not yet gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Chief Justice Warren felt that he should 

_ hot conduct interviews in Dallas until after the Warren Commission report had been issu ut 

lle {) 
oo In instituting a series of questions to the Directcr, Mr. Manchester nba 
inquired as to what the Director was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963, 
Manchester added that he would first like to start with November 22, 1963, at the precise; 
moment the Director first received the news that the President had been shot. The 
Director replied that he had just returned from lunch, This was approximately 1:10 p,m 

. Anews item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot. The Director,,- 
immediately called the Attorney General who was at his home dining with the U. S 5 
Attorney from New York, Mr. Morgenthau, The Director advised the Attorney General E 
that a news announcement had been made that the President had been wounded, The 
Director stated he next talked to the SAC of our Office in Dallas, Texas. He was onl 

" that the President had been wounded.and had been teken to the Parkland Memorial Hospital 
The SAC also advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergency 
room with Kennedy at the same hospital, Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs, Connally, who were 
riding in the same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it appeared that 

_ the shots had come from an upper gory window of the Texas Book Depository ye 
> R
T
 

“Enclosure: oa , 

1 ~ Miss Gandy 
* 1- Miss Holmes -- thie heketecrhcs 

1-NMr, Belmont “- > 0. 
1- Mr, Sullivan 

~ Ts Mr, gones .- - 

~L- Mr. Morrell --—— 

79 im 1a8tat\ 

® 

  

 



  

      

    

~ DeLoach io Mohr 6-4-64 “2”. ree Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book = To Ba Published in 1969 ne ean a “ #£ppointeaent with Director, 10:10 a, Mey 6~4~64 *” 

  

eS The Dellas Office additionally advised the Director Shortly after 2:00 p, 
that day thet the President had died, The Director immediately Called the Attorney | 4 
General onee again and told him of the dcath of his brother, At this time the Director - 

inquired as to y nether the Attorney General Planned to g0 to Dallas. The Director state. 
that he had advised the Attorney General the facilitate his Csparture and arrival, The Director told Manchester that sh 
cur Pallas Cifice called once again to indicate that the Presi immediately flown back to Washington and that the Vice Presi in as President, The Director later called the Attorney Ge that the FBI was moving into the investigation, The Direc FEI took this action desnite the fact that there was no law mak assassinate the President, re 
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Alt this point the Virector gave Manchester a brief history of the --.. a 
@Ssassination of SA2 Shanahan in Chicago, Dlinois, in the middle 1920's. There was no 
Pedéral law ageinst assaulting or murdering an @BI Agent at that time, The Director - 
told Manchester he initiated action to make ita Federal crime to assault or kill an FBI 
Agent so that proper action cculd ke taken in Federal court rather than a local court in’ 
such matters, - 
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Po The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of 
: : Lee Harvey Oswald, Jre, Ozwald would never have been killed by Jack Ruby. The ~~ - 
:{ Director statec: that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable 
.; Speculation and rumor, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas police taken 
_' Proper action to protect Oswald, -.. ‘. os 

ag ss BS. The Directsr told Menchester that the FBI immediately entered the case, - 
" daspite nen~jurisdiciicn, and thet we interviewed Oswald as Socn as he was made available 

The Director Stated that on the evening of Novemhker 22, 1963, at approximately 7:25 DoMe. 
’ President J chnson called him at his hore and requested that the FBI take complete charge 

Of the case invelying the assassination, The Director stated he advis 
' that the FBI had already entered the ca £e and that we would, of cours _ Matter. The Director also told the ~resident that he was ccncerned 
amount of publicity coming out of Dallas, 7 , 

€, go all out in this 
about the great 

he Demeetag then tcid Miamchoster that the Dallas police had given cut__ _ 
, considerable information received as a result of FBI findings, particularly from ‘c::y 
“Laboratory, He added that on the 4th or 5th day following the assassination he instracted ag

 - Sur SEC in Dalins to contact Chief cf Police Curry and order him to make no furtt, ar _ Batements to the nress with respect to the evidence or investigation surrcunding the AeSassination, 4... wirector told Manchester that this Chief of Police could have told" 
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“him to go to hell; however, he had recégnized the obvious necessity and logic of such : ‘instructions and had complied, The Director explained to Manchester at some length :; the necessily to keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of an individua. 

re The Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, November 23, : 1953, our Dallas Cifice had received an anonymous telephone call indicating that plans had been madeto murder Oswald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jail, The . FBI informed the Dallas Chief of Police imm ediately, The Director told Manchester ; that original plans for removal of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p.m, that Saturday : night. The Chief of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressure of the press that Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communications media could cover the event. Cur Dallas Cflice agiin called the Dallas Police Department on! Sunday morning, November 24, 1963, and reminded that Department of the same | anonymous telephone call, At that time the Chief of Police assured our Dallas Office th all precautions were being taken to protect Oswaldg «2-0-5 me eee 

  
. « 

- : The Director informed Manchester that following the President's call”. at 7:25 pp»m., Movember 22, 1963, he gave specific instructions that the FBI do everyth possible to thoroughly investigate this case, The Dircctor stated that additional __- personnel were immediately sent to Dallas. 42 tcld Manchester this was necessary 
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;  4inasmuchas cur Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, receivec j hundreds and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting forth leads in this 2 ease, ne a OE 

Boor oe, Manchester induired as to whether the Director placed any significance - 3 to the ancnymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Oswald, The Director replic . that we had no way of Imncwing at the time whether any importance should be attached or not; however, we dd have the responsibility to immediately notify the Dallas police, -- i which we did, : . . ee - 

PoE ee The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "police buff." i Asa result of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy accessibility i to the Dellas Felice Cepartment, The Director stated that he did not know whether Ruby ;. reported insanity was of the cincere or faked type inasmuch as we were not psychiatrist. s He statéd thet Raby h..d given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his obviou. 
. affection for the iate President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow } . to Mrs. Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas and testify 
- > against Oswald, |. wen mo Let wee a I 
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   oT Manchester inquired as to the exact locetion of the Director at the time _ Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1963, The Director replied that he was at. } home. He stated that the Dallas Office contacted him immediately following this event.: . Manchester inquired as to the Director's immediate reaction, The Director replied that 1 his first thought was how such an event could take place, particularly under a system of Civilized justice, The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check ‘on Jack : Ruby and particularly to ascertain if there. had been a relationship between Ruby and. Oswald, ° - . DO a i 
  

. Manchester inquired as to whether the Divector was watching television at the time of Oswald's murder, The Director replied in the negative, He stated he was + Working on official rapers at the time, The Director added that he usually saved Sunday: . to review lengthy cocuments and memcranda 25 well as to prepare himself for interview: hearings, ete.- = - to . OS A SPS      
ST Man thester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday morning, November 22, 1265, prior to the assassinaticn, The Director replied that he was ° concucting business as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that particular morning. - . me Se 

Manchester inquired as to the phvsical location of the wire service ticker machine, He was told that it is located across the all and that pertinent wire service _ items are brought in to the Director immediately. oo... ce. - 
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~ .. * The Director told Manchester thet his first conversation on November 22, 1963, with cur Dallas Cifice occurred at approximately 1:48 p,m. The Director was 
advised st that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had suffered a mortal wound, The Director mentioned that on the occasion of his second |. call to the Alicinoy General, the Attorney General kad indicated that he had also been in , touch with a number cf :ne Presidential Staff and had been informed cf a number of . '. details ecncerning the shooti:g and the fact that the President had died, - .- 

  

| Manchester inquired as to the Director's Opinion of the Attorney General's ~ reaction’upon baing interred that the President had been shot, The Director replied 
that the Attorney General had been silent for a fav s.oments and had then requested that the Director kee» him informed cf any further fi.cts received concerning this matter, The Director told Kanchester that the Attorney General is usually very quiet in manner ", until he has all the necessary facts of a given situation, - The Director stated that the = 

~. Attorney General was not the explosive type unless he became angry. wae mes 
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    “pope. 4 Manchester told the Director that the President's call to the Director at « 7:25 poms, Novem! x 22, 1963, appearéd to be one of the first calls that the President ‘made upon returning to V-eshington that evening, The Director replied that he would’ surmise that this was correct, The Dircctor added thet our investigation proceeded forthwith; however, it was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the’ Presicont deciccd to name 2 Presidential Commission to look into the assassination, - The Lirector tctd Ianchester that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Commissic - withip ten cays after the President had set up this body. The Director stated that he - personally hzd app2ared before the Warren Commission and that he considered their~ . questioning cf him to be quite thorouzh, He stated that thoroughness was necessary on - ~ the part of the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip and speculaticn in the future, The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will oa continue concerning this case, especially in Eurcpe where there is widespread gossip : concerning a supposed conspiracy, for many years, _ Ce ee ; , 

  

o
t
 

li
ll
e 

in
e 

al
e 

be
tt
ie
 A

ee
aa
t 

ai
 
tb
 

th 
ni
e 
ka
ph
a 

ti
ll
in
g 
al
et
an
tn
 t
a
h
t
 

tin
, 

NK
 

' A 

¥ 
t 

o . 

_ The Director told Manchester that the statement that some of the 
information may be withheld by the Warren Commissicn naturally gave rise to further 
rumor. Manchester replied that he eculd understand the Chief Justice’s statement in thi regard inasmuch as not just any individasl ehould be allowed to look at the classified 
material sent te the Commission by some agencies, The Director replied that the issue 
in point is such that excessive precauticns cf security is unwise. The Director explainec 
that he had never been a great believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard | .. regarding excessive security. He stated that an item is either classified or else it isn*t classified, , The Director gave examples of leaks in Government that have given several Presidents extreme cause and worry. He.stated that the FBI is usually called upon to 
investigate these leaks, howey ¥, newspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their sources, The Director stated that if newspapermen did reveal such sources that quite ,. ~ naturally the scurces weuld dry UDe ae St es oo 

EA
E 

| A
m
e
l
,
 

Al
e 
D
o
 
G
e
 

Ca
te
 

ae
 

FM
 
e
h
 
n
e
t
t
 

mi 
N
E
 

A 
ce
e”
 

ta
nk
 

ee
 

r
e
 

N
e
 

Eo 

Lianchester inquired of the Dircctor as to whether the assassination case became one cf major concern [ oovwing the President's call at 7:25 p. me, November 22, 1963, The Director stated that as he had previcusly indicated, the FBI had already entered this case. He added, however, that after the President's call we went all out in 
doing such things as worling around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI official _ to Dallas and adding npproxinmtely 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel complement. The | Director etated thatwe still have at least 50 men who are tied up in running down leacs 

,-. on tais particular case throughout the FBI's service, He stated that this case will never 
be closed from an investigative point of view inasmuch as we will continually receive 
leau.3, many from mental cases, which necessarily have.to be checked out, = 
Sees ee se : & + fear roe ei aiec aie td A moor a sete oe 
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oD Sco" “Panehester asked if the matter ef a President being assassinated not... 

_ being a Federal crime had ever been discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else, . 
according te the Director’s knowledge, The Director replied that there had been no- 
discussion to any extent. He stated the matter had just never been considered," 3 

  

4 IP 

“-: .  Manchester inquired as to whether the FBI had prior material on Oswald 
before the assassination. The Director replicd that we did have some information .. ~ 
regarding Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in nature, The Director then explained — 
at sotne lengih the lbxckground of Oswald, He told Manchester of the press releases that ' 
Oswald made in Rioscow. He told Manchester of Oswald's employment in a factory-in . 
Minsk, Russi, and of the fact that Oswald had later returned to Moscow. The Director 
stated that ke certainly cid noi understand why the Department of State had failed to. have 
Oswald sign an afficavit forfeitting his American citizenship at the tme Oswald returned . 
to Moscow and-visited the U. S. Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the 
State Department claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an . oe 
extraditable crime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from 
chim. The Director again deplored tie failure to have such an affidavit executed, _- 
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Tre Director continued thet we kad interviewed Cewald within two or thre 
' days following his arrival in the United Slates. He explained that we, of course, desirec. 

to find out if Oswald had been recruited as en intelligence agent by the Soviet Union, Th. 
Director told Manchester that this did not appear to be true. He added that Oswald had 
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i classilied himself as a Movxist rather than a communist, The Director added that -.. 
, Oswald had later been interviewed in New Orleans efter geiting into a street squabble 
; with anti-Castroites over leaflets taing handed out ky Oswald, The Director told =~ 
; . Manchester that Oswald could best be termed a “loner.** Ee explained Oswald's —“ 
: @oznmurications with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswald 
.. had never joined the Party. The Director told of the incidents surrounding Oswald's 
. attempt to Kill General Walker in Dallas. He added ihat Oswald's wife, Marina, had 
'. advised us cf this incident following the assassination, The Director summarized this 

p.rt of the interview by indicating there appeared to be nothing in Cswald’s background . 
Which would reflect that he was a man of violence and most certainly nothing which 
indicated that Cswald had any intentions of acssassinating the Presidents \..3.... — 

Sc. 3. Bfanchesfer asked if the Director did not find it odd that Mrs. Cswald 
__ hed sc.ied to tell anyone about the altempied ascassination of General Walker until after 

the mv ter of President Kennedy. The Director replied that he did not find this odd in ‘ 
i. View-i. che cold relationship betwecn Osv-ald and his wife, the language barrier on the : 
;. Part of hits, Oswald and the fact that Mrs. Oswald did not have the natural instincts of 
i__en 4::ericen woman but to the contrary had a different attitude altogether, He stated he 
:” place¢ no significance in Mrs, Cswald's failure to advise of this incident prior to the 
‘mre AS EAS SAMAK OM ge Ko _ —— 
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ee “Ye Director tcld Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate’ 
on the motivations cf Oswald to kill the President, . The Director stated it was entirely ; possible Cswald may have wanted fo lll Governor Jzhn Connally. He explained that » ; 
Cswald had written communicaticns to Governor Connally protesting his particular type of discharge from the U. 8. Marine Corns, The Director added that President Kennedy 
Was an intellectu:i libercl type. He stated that Presideat Kennedy had been desirous of 
keeping pzace with honor. He stated that President Kennedy desired peaceful co~existen 
~~American vlyle. The Director added that the President, although he had been firm «< - 
in his Gcxlings with Khrushchey, had a fairly good relationship with Khrushchev and the ° 
Soviet Union, The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired to 
Kill the President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, against - 
the Communist Farty and Ci:airman Khrushcheve: 00.200 oo ' oh 
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iicnchester speculcted that perhaps the communists, including Oswald, : 
cid net like the relationship between the late President and Khrushchev; therefore, the 
communists desired to do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their 
cesired philoscphy e- id be removed,’ The Lirector replied that this was entirely . : 
possible; however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was not 
@ person to bs trusted and thn. Chairmen #hrushchev hada very cold and evil mind. 

. The Directcr, at this point, g-ve examples of Khrushchev's understanding of the Englisk 
; language despite the fact that he had Groyanovsiy, an excellent interpreter, with him 

. atall times while on‘his visits to the United States, The Director told Manchester that. 
he had always felt it better to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins onceina .- 
while rather than'to bos:-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchev was —- 
basically ah oriental and that individuals cpposing orientals usually lost face in the 
oriental’s cpinion when fear or trepidation wes Shown, 20 08 ei en 
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    Be Se, -2trcLester inquired as to whether the Director's duties and... ie aS 
respcnsibilities allowed him to-paviicinate personally ia the funeral ceremonies, The ~ 

. Director replied in the negalive, He stated he lad bsen at his desk constantly. He 
~. added that he hed issued instruetions that FBI yeeretnacl participate officially in the 

ceremonies by ass sting Eecret Eervice as much «s possible. The Director spoke cf the 
4. many visiting foreign dignitaries and of the canvers iavolved in the march from the.. 

White House to £f, Matthew’s Cathedral. Le told Munchester that over 40 Special 
#.., ats had been assigned to assist Secret Service, rarticularly at St. Matthew's |.” 

» Cathedral, He further told ifanchester that the authority to protect the Presicert wa 
, cClezzrly a ienction of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have’ _ 

assisted when called upon. The Lirectox briefly advised Manchester at this noint of the 
_immediate widespread ramifications of this case following the actual shooting. He told 

hesier ‘that leads had sprezd to Mexico as well as throughout the entire United State 
veiCre, it has been necessary ior him personally to remain at his desk so as to - 

: 148 : : tet ervise this matters——-=——— = et?       
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f At this point I reminded Mane chester oO: his previous ‘statement to me that i he had to be ct the White House at 11:15 a.m, Manchester thanked the Director twice upon his devaraire and stated that he was very appreciative od the Director and considera ble time taken from a a busy schedule to be of assistance : 

“ACTION: © 7 

        

  

*s cooperatior 

. The Director may desire to send the Attorney General the attached letter Indicating that he fed seen Manchester. ee 
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