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Attached is a copy of the transcript of the
Director's testimony before the President's Commission
on the Assassination of President Kennedy. This transcript
has been examined for accuracy, including misspellings
and typographical errors on the part of the court reporter.
It is noted that apparently the court reporter did not
record the Director's testimony accurately in some instances.,
¥We have made as few changes as possible, in order to
preserve the intent and accuracy of the Director's testimony.

This testimony was gone over by Messrs. Mohr, Malley,
Branigan, M., A. Jones, Gheesling, Rogge, and me, On a
word-by-word basis. 1In addition, Assistant Directors
Sullivan, Rosen, Deloach and Conrad have read the testimony
and furnished their suggestions.

It is planned that I will personally go over these
changes with Mr. Rankin of the Commission. :
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7~ ASSASSINATION OF PRLSIDLNT KENNEDY
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Washington, b, C.
Thursday, Haxy 14, 1964
The PresidAent's»cOtmnission met, pursuant to notice, at

9:15 a.m., in the Learing Moom, Fourth Floor, 200 Maryland

Avenue, Northeast, Washington, D. C., Chief Justice Larl Warren

. ‘ presiuing,

PRLSENT:
Chief Justice Earl Warren, Chairman .
O : Senator John Sherman Cooper, Hem! er
Representative Hale Boggs, Member

Representative Gerald R, Pord, Member

’ Allen ¥. Dulles, Member o - '..' s .
J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel - L.
Norman Redlich, Special Assistant to General Counsel )

Charles Hurray, Obsarver

Halter Craig, Observer ' SEIT
0 ' o .~ Waggoner Carr, Attorney Ceneral of Texas e
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Thae Chairman. The Comnission will be in order.

. biroctor lioover, will you 'plcaso raise your right hand ip
bo sworn, pleasc. - ' . Z
You golcunly awear the tastimony you are abovt to give o
before the éomqission will ba the truth, the whole truth and
) nothing but the truth, so help you God?: '

Mr. lloover. 1 do.

The Chairman. Mr. Rankin, will carry on the examination,

Hx, Director.

¥r. Rankin. Ir. Chicf Justice, do you want to tell him
.brieﬂ.y what our purpose is?

The Chair..:x'\. Oh, _yés.

It is our practice to make a brief statement before the
testiwony of each witness, and I will do it now,

Hr., Moover, will ba asked to testify in regard to .w'heéhet
Lee i, Oswald was ever an agent, directly or indirectly, or
an 1:20::.10: or acting on behalf of the Federal bureau of In-.
vestigation in any capacity at any time, and whether he knows
of any credible evidence §¢ of any conspiracy, either
douestic or foreiyn, involved in the assassination of Presldont
Kennedy.

what he has to say about an article in the uat;ional

E .
1nquire:, Commission Exhibit Nor GJZJ and ccncorning the
fallure to includorln the 4 of. tha Oswald address

boo t.he nane and Lntomation concerning special agoent uosty,)

— mp—— GO0 e & nay

o : conr;bérmu_
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and any nuggest.lpim and recowsichdations he may hava concerning

fmprovencnts or changes in provisions for the protection of the

M

Proesidont of the Unitad States.
X 3 . Now, Hr. Rankin, you may procceed.
#ir. Rankin. Mr. Hoover, will you state for the record

your name and position?

/l

' | o com}{mlAL
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YLST1HONY O J. 'EDGAR BOOVER - -

Mr. Hioover. -J. Ldgar uoovér, Lirector of tho Federal
Bureoau of Investigation of the Department of Justice.

Mr. Rankin. Where do you liva, iir. lloover?

Hr, Moover. I live at 4936 - 30th Place, lNorthwest,
Washington, D. C.

kr. Rankin. And you have been Direcfor of the Bureau for
some 40 ycars according to the.newspapers?

Hr. lioover. That is correct, since 1924.

Mr. Rankin. You have furnished us a considerable. -,
amount of inforwation, lir. lloover, about whether or not Lee
Harvey ceﬁqld was ever an azent or acting for the Bureau in ‘
any capacity as informer or otherwisc at any time.

’ Aré those statements correct?

Hr. lBoover. They are correct. I can most emphatically
-.ay that at no time was he ever an.employaey’of-the Bureau in
any capacity, oiihor ags an agent or as a special employee)
or as an 1nfor§ant.

Hr. Rankin, X call your pariicular attention to Exhibit
435, and suggest that you will find that that is your letter;
together with your affidavit about this subject matter, and bther
matters that you furnished to us concerning this particula subject.

Hr. loovar. Thﬁt is correct.

- Mr. Rankin. Do you wish to add anything?
"MX. u°over. lio, thore {8 nothing that X desire to add oigio

a | coun?ﬁmz\l.

My ”  Abuire ) 4 > I aed

nd ad
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“tiren what hea appoax.d in this 1ettor and :zzvszxdavit which
I=neue—whbeh accompanied it to the Cc:mi.ulon. ' :;l'
Hr. R ankin. You have provided many things to us in acsiat-
;C) ing tho Commission in connection with this investigation and I p
P ansume, at least in a general way you are familiar with the Ln- ’
vestlgation of tho assassination of President Xanedy, £l that :
correct? ' '
Hr. Woover. That is correct. When President Johnson . E
' xetuxned to Washington he comnunicated with me thhin the tirtt ;.
-24 hours, and asked the Bureau to pick up the invnstlgation of |
- the as-nnsination becaugse as you are aware,; there fs no rbdetal
jurisdiction for such an investigationyg bumTt -8 not a
i D F‘d“‘p orime to kill or attack the President or the Vice President or.
any of the se=aaldes continuity .of officers who would succeed ,;f
to the presidency.
liovever, the President has a right to request the Bureau
J to make special investigations, and in this 1ns§:;nce he asked
that thia investigation Se nadeg snd I immediately assigned
a -poci;1 fo%ée headed by the special cgent in charge at Dallas, ;;
Taxas, to euku-Qp the investigation, and to get.all datails
ahd_fa?ts éoncernlng it, which we obtained, and then prepared
a r;port which we submitted to the Attorney General fot trans-
nission to the President. . )
Mr. Rankin. FProm your study of this entiro matter of the,

' . _ assapsination and work in connection uith it, do you know of any

b .cou%mm
P
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| credible evidence that has ever come to you-r a.ttention. that él’gere
; ' was & conspiracy cither foreign or domestijc, involved in the |
» ' ( ’ assassination? -

| O - Hr. lioover. I know of no substantial evidence of' any .
i type that would support any ‘contention of that charactor. I have
road all of the requests that have come to the Durcau from this N
E{ . Commission, and I have read all_the-sepiieo—that——T-treve |

?' gous and signed all the repij.es that have eome to the Commiss:lén. :

In addition, I have read many of the reports that our

-agcnts have made and I have been unable to find any scintilla“of
evidence shawibng any foreign conapiracy ox" any domestic con~
_spiracy -that culminated in the assassination of Prcsident xennedy.
Rep. Ford. Hay I ask this, M. lloover. T
O As I understand your testimony, it is based on the evidence
that has becen accunulated thus far. : ’ . .
Hr. Moover. That is correct, sir.
) Rep. Ford. Is the Federal Dureau of Investigation con- ~ »
1° ';. * _tinuing its investigation of all posail;le ramifications of this
- qnnasqination? - . Rt
SR " Mr. loover. That is correct. Wo are receiving and ire; o
| p 4 oxpcct will continue to receive for days OX meyho weeks
. to couwe, letters from individuals that normany would probably
Q o "be in the cN:ogory of what wo would call a—tvied lottenin which
v;riouu whrd lnogatlonn aro made or vhich pooplo have had AM
p.ychi.c vi.brat.lon- ov—knformebion. llo are -:m tunning out an:v

J

| "'(;ON iﬁ v .. -

o - patageiguvion §
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e o lettergof that c{mracter and in "turn r:kinyg report to this .
‘. , . .. Coumission upon it, notwithstanding that -

on the face of it without any foundation.
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O ; . Individunls whe-sewld-net, who could not have known any of ’thé.

J‘ ._ : . tnct-‘have smadp some very strangs ctatemcnts. here have bccn pub-_v
""}- ' lications uda.. Looks written, M tho

. . -contonts of whit:h'~ have been absurd» and without & scinuna ot

tow\dadon of facty dut I feel Ln-m my experience in the
wharaa

Bureau,Awo are in constant receipt ald ovor :ze yaarg of these .
so~-called mwt letters, and—S—shinies that ehi-s—ﬁrhg?will be - .

pesedldy going on, for -%lne yciara to come.

A
I, personally, feel that any finding of the commission
ONL

ERI NS L L L P

will not be accepted by everybody, because there $§ bound to be some

extremists who have very pronounced viewé, without any foundation

who
for thom, ehet will disagree violently with whatever findings

o WA S s
B

the Conmission makes.

o . B, S 7
T " But I think it is essential t the FBIX -u\-out-u:.ﬂ
A . OAL Alesnt .
: thc[{ allegations that do.cnmn_t,n *én the future so it can't be
the case ie-eoncesncd

ok

. said that we had Lgnored
&t is _closed and be torgottoh.
Rep. Pord. Could you give us somo idea of how many agents

" are cufrently working to one degroce or another on any aspocts of

this case?

Mr. lioover. I would estimate, Congressman Ford, that there

are probaledy at the presont time at Iqagt--so to 60 men giving

-' cour}&mm
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their cntire time to various nspects of the investigation, becausc
th.-a-uda. ile ., Da}las is tho office of origin, eshe

M M

auriliary office$ othew—efftver—tmrmE-riuntty
3&ko Los Angelos or San Prancisco, gf evan 1nz soma w R

.« foreign countries like }.exi.co. .“% have an—offise in llexice City.

At tho hedeht of thae investigation, th( auauinaticn

"4t was the desire of the Presidont to have this report completad

by tho Lureau just as quickly as possible, and as thoroughly

as possible, and I would .say we had about 150 men at chat time

working on the report in the field, and at Vashington, D. C.

Now, all the reports that come in from the field are,
of course, reviewed at Washington by the supervisor in charga of

the case, and then in tu»n by the assistant director of ¢het

division, whieh—ie—tire—DomenrI® Intelllgence DIVIBTom, and then

Belmont, who is. the Assigtant to the Director.
aepoxts in which there hm-beeg a controversial issue or

where statements have been made of the existence of some particular

thing that we% noever heard of before, I myself, et—the—end -

e
Ma___aw godmm; over eheee to saa that

4 p
we haven't nisnec& or van't had any gap in ehat inveatigution

8o it can be tied down.
Nc‘honlf

Rocently these-sias—biviowpuiatizirivien the Nau-Yerk inquirer

whieh had a fantastic article in it as to the existence of

CONFIMENTIAL
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Lepertrment. It : .
H. HJ

shet a lcttox} had been vwritten or a request \had been made by .

" tha Departmont of Justice to Chief Curry of tho Dallas Policae

Dopartunent, to withhold arresting ’rxbinstcln, or Rubj and Oswald
AREESCShSIRESRIR o {ter tho % attempt on General Walker's

1“0.‘
the agent in charxge at

Pirst, I had

Dallas interview Chief Curry and I have sent to thaea Commission

ao Lo
" a letter of what Chief Curry had to say. He branded it as an

entire lie e fhut ha had never xeceived any request of that .

kind, I had our files f d to tain we had not written
we he ,wo?'
any such letter. as t.hatA requasted the Department of Justice to

advise me whothor they had wrltten any such letter and “-un

Mr, Katzonbach advises there

i8 no reference in the Department files téwxl&egad letter from

Departmont of Justice official to Chief Curry nor any refer- . .

ence thatA Ful officinl was asked to request tho Dan.as Policc
not to arrest Oswald or Ruby, <Ra A letter is being sent to the
coamluion today sotting forth this .lnfomation. T

s.,_wm

Rep. Pord, The point that I think ought: to bo made 1-

that despite the magnitude.of the cffqrt that has been gade

by the Ful and by other agancies, and despite the tremendoul

effort that has been mada, I beliave, by the Comission to ho:l.p

PO LAREE-2e

a.nd assist and to eon-oudaeo ald ot the widonco that _vo .
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pousibly could, that there’is always tho possibility at
sowe future date that somo evi.dencc 1sight como to the aurfaca. '
n:. Jlocver. %hat is, of coursc, possible, yes.
Rep. i « I waat just t§ be sure that no leads, no
evidence regardless of its crédibiuty will be ignored, that
it will be pursued Sy the Burcau or any other agency to makae cer-
tain that it is good, bad oi of no value, ..

lr. lloover. Vell, I can assure you so far as the FBI is

' concerned, the case will be continued in an open classification

~ for all time. That is,any information coming to us or any

report coming to us from any source will be thoroughly :lnvestigated)"

Ay\ that we will be able to either prove or disprove the .

ullogation“ . Wo found in the course of our

investigations i;rzividuals have made statenents, sm Yet ,

" when we “‘fwnm“m,. - '
b #F

]
they don't know thcy wrote the letter or why they made

c..n. they will £rank1y admitA“ is an entire falsehood and

the statoment.
but nevertheless we have the record and ess generally. in

‘ M‘G—J ~ .
thoso im;t:tmceﬂA get & signed statement from that individual

- 80 it can bo made a part: of the record. -

Rep. Ford. Under your authority from the President, the
authority which gave you the PUI, the rusponsibility io con~
duct this 1nveat1gat5:6n it is not .an authority with a t:.;zminal
polint. It i¢ an authority that goeos on 1ndeun'1t¢1y?_ SR

.o T e - . o .- T . k!
e » - Y M { tse" ccem A RPN L Se °r s - R .
. a . P
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Hr, loover. ‘ Very definitely so. The President

wantod a full and thorough investigation mads of this matter, and

we hava tr:led to do 82y -iAs ré‘?wy-z—ﬂdﬁrnmi

contiouc to X efc:; I think it_wewid ba a matter of coneroversy
for maphe yeais to cowe, just like the Lincoln assassination,
wos. There will be questionn raised by individuals, elthe:x

for publicity purposes or otherwise W

‘ Sespobsed, that will xaise somo new angle or new aspect of it.

I think we nuat, and certainly we intend in tho FBI to con- .

tinue to run down any such allegations or reportl of that kind.

Rep. Boggs. Hr. Chairmax.

The Chairman., Yes, Congressman Boggs. .0

Rep. Boggs. Hr. Hoover, I don't want any cover =~ to cover
any ground whiéh hasr been covered bvit b S ju.st have one or two
questlons; i}

First, let me say that you and the Bureau have been very
‘cooperative with this Commission.

Hr. Moover. Thank you. .

Rép. Boggs. -Imd tremendously helpful. I have been con=
- cerned abo.ur. sone of these wild press raports and concerned
. about what fupact it may have ulti.r&tely on the history of this
thing. For inatance "thero is a man named Buchanan who has vritton
a sexies of articloes.

Mr. Dulles. A boock now. A book is out, yes.
Rape bogga. A book now. I understand they have been widely

CONF}{ENHAL
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circulated in the LCuropcan Press, and this man came hore and

.was, as I got it from some other sources, he took in somo -

peoplo here, some Aucrican journalists, and I am told that this

‘man has a Communint background, and in addition to that is a

most unrcliable person. lle has ‘made thesoc allegations that the
pallas Police force was involved in the assasainatlon and so on.
Would you have any suggestions on how this Cormission shoﬁld
deal with sort =- with this sort of thing?
Mr, Hoover. WWA have received a request

£rom the Commisssion to review that book and to make a report

upon any portions of it that can be contradicted oxr gsubstantiated

by a¢tual facts or documents.

I know Buchanan's background. He worked on the Vashington
star and he was dismigsed from the Washington Star because
muchy
he was a wember of tho Communist Party. e spent meot of his
time in recent years in Frmcmng forﬁfnc newspapera.
have the, w
and I Afonowed the articles that he has written) hey are uekeei-y

what I would cuall journalistl.c garbage.' There is not a scintilla )
med
of truth to A1:)10 ings he has written in these articles and in &his

book which I have had a chance to sc.anA haven't actually beea

roviewad yot. It is being ‘reviewed by my research section.

Some of the alleqationé are utterly fantastic. X often wonder
xtu.ut.
sowe of these individ MMW
+J~,
get somo ideas W—Mr make luch -tatementu withoue o-oa.ia-

Mfoundation. ' . T

CONFIDENTIAL
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Now, ho makas many vild chargos thore, and to read it, a .+
person not knowing hin, M his viewvs, M his '.j'
background and-snotienslbnstabiliby, would be inclined to
wor?dcr‘ ez I think you are going to havo that p.roblen. as X
say ‘for years to cone.

I don't know how you can handlo individuals 1ike him

other than to have the racord clear n thg facts of the case, and '
dus it L

 either substantiate or disprove t 1 8 I don't think too

A
uuch tine sl:ould te given to these individuals who ha o luch un-

lavoty backgrounds as Duchanan hes and who ob“ew

tho-beak conteén—iwtrts statenents thingse that have been -proved

alxaily to bo easlisedy untrue.
" ‘put, at the samo time I think when a book like that comes

out or an article of that type comes out that deals with the
assassination of the late President, I think it should be qone
1nt6 from an investigative point of vicw,eml d should “than
subnmit to this Wmiasion,m aftor L4e—eonalusloD.sen-erfesy
it has ‘concluded its hoarings, Fe—phovid-be—aebritted=tosha
Combeovben, for xef::ord purposéa what wo have found in each '
paxticular instance.

Rep. Doggs. MNow, on the other side of the fonce ==

Mr. Dulles. May I add ona other thirg just to interrupt.
P 4 w.lsh you vould add to your 1ist a book caned'tho Red nos.os
of Dallas by a man namod Gun. tio i¢ a more reliable corresponaent.

M., Mloover. lia is a Phnadolphia cotrespondant. "1

CONFIDENTIAL
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Mr. Dulles. le has beon living in this country since 1946.

6510

I have mot hiw over hore. Let's see, he was at Dallas at tho timo.

Ho was than reporting, I think, for the Italian newspapor

Epoca.

Mr., Hoover. That ia not the same one., Tt HUONThomwwy. .
Mr. Dulles. lic might have becn lying, this book ll

full of lies.

But I think it is a book that ought to be added, too,'

~and I will see that a copy is sent to the Bureau.

Mr, Hoover. I would appreciate that.

Rep, Boggs. On the othor siae of the spectrum some
professor out at the University of I1linois wrote a plece
i{n which he alleged the President was a Communist agent, Ptesi—
dant Konnedy, and Buchanan's allegations axe that the extreme
right sssassinated the President and this fallow's allegations
are that the Conmunists assassinated the President.

Hould you care to comment? llave you read that piece? :

Hr. UOovar. I have read that pieca. My comuent on
it is this in qcnerala I think the extreme right is just ‘;.
much a dangor to the freedom of this country as the extrenme "
lett. '

Theore are groups, organizations and 1ndlvlduail on tha
o*txome right who ;aka those very violent statements, nilegation;
that General Eiscnhower was a Communist, disparaging reteronco; .

to the Chief Justice and Ae the other end of the spectrum you

oo

e vl
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': ;. - _hmrc thesc leftists who moko wild statemants chatging almost ]
C : © anybody with being a PAﬁiat or belonginq to some of these so-.
U " called oxtreme right sociattes. S
-'o . Noy, I have £e1t M and T have said publicly in .

spocches, that they are just as much a dangor, at either end of fho

spectrum. They don't deal with facts. Anybody xh ?111 W
. -  J

TR S T

Lt N
-}uoﬁ.aa-

allege that General ztsenhmfﬂas a Comunist. agent,

tany m wrong with hin,

v ‘e L
beea-dang, ’é YL
uov, lot of peoplo Widl read -1 bc use I get.sowo o!

the wardut lettors wanting tofphov whothe: vwe have 1nqu£red

v
£
3
%
=
2
&

* to find out whkher that is trua. o
: O a natlion of

: Tla,
WIWM%MM&‘

quite woll myself and I have found him to be a sound, level- "M‘ ‘

) headed man me.

S New York City there is a woman by the name of
lg;m vho b® mentally deranged M she stands on a Broadway

cornoz thero handing out lcaflcts 1n vhich ahe charges me with

being in the conspiracy with the Communistsy to ov«:rthrow this

goverimont and so forth, ‘
~Weld nov, ;/f any person has foughf; communiem, I certainly

have fought it. Ve h;ve tried to fight it: -and expose it in

donocrutic ways, and I think that ia tho thing ve ‘have ut to

>
]

. very doﬂnitoly koop in mind in this whole problem W

CON NT!AL
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W the socurity of the

Praesident and the succossor to office. W

Just how far you are going to qo for N his protection .

and his socurity. I don't thlnk you can get absolute security

without almost establisching a police state, and we don't want
that. You can't put socurity in a black groove or a white
groove, It is in a gray groove, and certain chances have to be

taken. You are decaling with a human being when you arc dealirpq

.
o/ ih the ?:z:idcnt of the United States, asnd-pesiicelanly-thie

A
'Prcsident'\ve-lm is a very down to earth human being, and

it mkes the security problen all the more difficult, but you .

can't bar him ‘from the pcople.
Thaore are certain things that can be done, and’I subnitted

a memorandum to the Socret Service, and to the Vhite Jlouse on

certain lccurity steps that might be taken and tightencd up. nut
I~phbnicddlian yc_m are dealing.with the general public, and that

ig wanat iu;s given me grcat concern i o gupasaleny recent
Mw

14
expansion, of the critoria, that we heve adopted after the

A
assassination. '

i:Prior to that time'we reported to the Secret Service all
inforuation that dealt with peventisl-iadimidusls, individuals

: wh swa,
who wore potentlal kinora‘eractn of violenco mi%:jnticipated.

~$4
MMEO gocret Servica would tske that d would

do with it as they saw fit, I ‘gave great considegiion to it

bocausc I am not veory happy with the crlf.ezia expanaion, but YW

) 'cbuy\émw'




(, | cov}b(mw. « s

subvarsives of various

we had to include

chazacterﬁhe extremists .W % hava, in turn, - .‘;
fumlshcd"m to tho Secrat Service. I think W '
A i PO ey

five thousand names up to the pranent tj.mo alrocady Asubnitted
and there are at least thraeae Or four thousand more that will be

submitted within the ne months.

A
Then you cone to the problen | hac@/y;}}qoim to do
when the Secret Service gaets those names. They have to

call upon the local authorities, -n):st recently, in the

City of Chicago, yhon the President was therc, the Jocal authorities
were asked to w assl stance as they usually ad-g to the Secret
gexvice and t:hay went to the homes of some of these people, and

it resulted really almost in a house arrest.

Now, I don't thirk there is any place in _thin country for
that kind of thing, but theso pooplemm.a—tho-l&ﬁr“ who
belonged to extrene subversive organizations or organizations that
a dvocated tlhio overthrow of government by force and violence
vera told that they couldn't leave their house or if they did.
they would be accompanied by & police officer. That f.gives

e groat concern bocause in New York City alone, you run ianto

. na;ybo three or four thousand such individuals tba would ba $n

tho—asenedbadng nonbors of subversive organizations, and
then you get into the twilight zono of subversive fronts.

Now, thara ayain, wmoroly becausa a man belongs to a sub-

vorsive front organization, in my estimation doesn't mean -

- c'om}#(rmu _
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that ho is blacklisted and is a'mcnaco to the co'.mtry;for 1ife.

: If he bolongs to 20 of thom, it certainly shows either one of

o mORaco.  ‘pb-iee=booHy ETCITONOITTYIYT S JOVELRMCHT, whor e

“That has been my attitudé in regard to Government service where you

f£ind a Government employee who belonged to one or two, maybe in his:
I don't believe this necessarily makes him a security i

risk. Rather, this would be dependent on the degree of his activity
in the front group and his purpose and intent in associating himself

with 1it.
18, 20 of them, I don't think ho has gt enough gc>d jJudgment to

( two things, he is cither very guliible and dum or he is ;
. MM
%

early days.

be in the government.ff #aQy ministers get dravn into these
povibbat ﬁorganizations, some of which are under the domination of

the Comaunist Party.

(Now, those ministers don't know that. They are just as

loyal and patriotic as you and I are, but they happen to balong.

3 Now, that is whore the quostion of human judgment hac to be used.

We try to use it in selecting these names. But I was startled

"HM\ :
when § lcarncd Wm-&“ of this incidont

in Chicayo because thero you come pretty close to a houce .

* arrest and we don't want that. We don't want a gestapo. We have

s éo. I think, maintain an evon balance.

I think it was very well oxprogssod ==

! fir, Lulles. Hay I ask you, Mr. floover, was this house

arrest bascd on names you had furnished the Secrot Service

t and thoy furnished Zhe 1oca1-.'autho.ritiec’{. _ o .

txr. lMoover. Yes, sir,
ash ._- _..‘ ‘ ) N - ) . .
ad fols .. .- ) .

-  CONFIPSNTIAL
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_ Rep. Bogge. That bFings .me back to the question I think
I heard Congresdomen Ford ask y.ou as I came into the room, '.
because 1 think this 1stae orux of our investigation,

I rcad the P.B.I. report very carefully and thé vhole
implication of the report 1s that, _Hum_ber Cne, Oswald saot .the
President; Mumber Two, that he was not conn_ectcd. uitﬁ any conspirac
of any lcind, nature or description. . .

Mr. Hoover. Correct.:

Rep. Bogsg. Do You 8till subscribe to that?

Mr. Hoover. I heve subscribeX to it even more ati'ongly today
than I did at the time that the report was written.

You see, the original idea was that there would bo eibirer

o) this investigation by the FP.B.I. and a report would be prepared

in such form that 1t could be released to the public.

Rep. Boggs. Surely, .

Mr. Hoover. Then a few days later, after further considera-
tlon, the President decided to form a cornlssion, whieirie,—&n

hﬂ,—du, vhich I think was very wise, because I feel thatzé'ﬂf'q

l% any agency of Government 1nveatigat1ng what might bé some short-

comingo on the part of other agencies of .Government ébe® ought
to be reviewed by an impartial group such as this Commission 4’ .
And the morc 1 have read k theso reports ,AI‘:;:onvinced
that Oswald was the man who fired“t‘l:‘u vgu.njand he Tircd thrae )

times, # killed the President, and wounded dovernor éonnally.
.Apd I also am further convinced that there is absolutely

com}(nﬁu
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no aspoclation between vuuald or Ruby. There Was no A evidence
. ever established,

Mr. Dullcs. Or Oswald and anybody else? tiould you go that
far?

Mr. Hoover. Anyhody else who might be ==

pr. Dulles. In conncction with the acsassination?

Hr. Hoover. Yes, I would certainly go that far.

There was suspicion at ‘firnt this might bc a Castro act.

Rep. Boggs. Right. .

Wr. Hoover. ¥e had information that had been obtained in
Mexico City by another intelligence agency indicating there |
wos a man who had seen a certain amount of money passcd to Oswhld
at the 0uban Consulateg PYV- IPVIWW T TV S 1 think it was
$6,000 that was passed. Ve went ‘Anto that very thoroughlys ond
z;l;‘-t mn later retracted his statementy and stated 1t ua;s not

Ne waa

truc, end Mb’-\aaked hbe-vihcther he wogld take a lie detector

test, and he aid. hld—cl:; 11ie detéctor test showed that he was

tening a lie.'V'As to the 1ie detector, I do want to make

this comment on ity rhave always held to the opinion that 1t 15’
not a perfect plece of machinery. It 1s an’ interpretation made by
' human beings of what the machine, the polygraph, shows. I would

never want to convict or \74. to hame sond to tho pgriitentj_ary

any person aolely on the evidence of the 1ic dotector.

-bo—a—-00ty-tid Zt 15 a contribution in an investigation,

q. more or lcas *sychological contribution,;w

conn}(N'nAL
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But I have seen individuals who have 12iled the lie detoctor

teot and who were Just as innocernt as they could bde.
Wl
-Eat particular lexd in Hexico City A complctely

d.toprove‘d) there was ony roundation for Zt, &ndbé found no

olwew acscclations cf—odbacr Osvald ¢F Ruby.

There has been a story printed 3

that Ruby

ar_:d uvsiuald worked together and were cloce friends.

'rhere' vwas no evidence, the.re was never any ﬁd;cation that
we could find that Oguald had ever been in Ruby's night clud '
or had had any association with him. R

" Ruby comes from Chicago, he ?:on the fringe of what you

might call the elements of the underworld there. He came to

‘Dallao, opened up the nizht cludb and it was a place vhere s'o-o—

of—4he, certainly not the better ¢las3 of pcople went, but it

vasn't any so-called "Joint", to usc the vernacular. It vas Jusf.

another ono—os—thooo night clubx.you—#m-&n-c-me
W\‘: far as wo have been _.able to cotablish there was no

relationship or contact betuween Oawald and Ruby or anyone e¢lse

1nvolvcd in this asoassination.

Rep. Boggs. Tho FP.B.X. 1nter\.10wed practically everybody

who evor associated with Oowald?

Er., Hoover. It 4i4a,
Rop. Bogps. You diﬂn't £ind any indication ‘of why anyone

‘ should evon suspect that Oswald would do this, do you?

com)ﬁmu
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Fr. Hoover, Ve foundro indication at all that Uswald was
a man addicted to violence, ' ..
Newy the firat indication of het act of violence came after
.he, OGowald, had bocn killed, and lirs. Oswald told us about the
attempt on General Valker'c life by Csuald, ‘
Ko one had xnown a thing about that.
I think in the Enguirer article there is reference to the
fact tiiat the Dallas Police knew or suspected Oowald of
posnibly being a party to the shooting into the housq of General
Valker. ..' ‘ R
Chief Curry specifically denles that. o
There was no conpoction of that kind and there was no
evidence tl:at tg::,-:[- had any strcak of violence.
We went back into his Farine Corps record, n-dﬂe was 8
U oned. He didn't have many friends. Ho kept to himself, and when
he went abroad:‘gc-ocnuuuarauul defected to Russiap thes—wes
-I;; f£irst evidence we had of him in our filey was a siqtement.
tothe press in Hoocow. And then later, about 22 months hter,.
he returned to the JZ:Jtizzéfthere and according to the report
of tha JESZﬁiéﬁl;ue have and whica fhe Commission has beén
furnished wédlT, the éﬁafﬁiﬁﬁi gave him & c¢lean bill. He had .
soen the error of his ways end disliked the Soviet atmoaphere,
'.et cetera, and they, therefore, cleared him, paid his way
and. paid his wife's vay ﬁo come back to this country.

At no time, other than the so-called strect disturbance

PR
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in Neu Orlzann, vas tnere any indication that he might ca
fighter, . . "

J . - q ' ’

¥ell, in that particular vhéng”he was handing out these
loccflcts that he printed for the Fair Flay for Cuba omittee)
and some of the anti-Castro forces, we have fhousand
of them in Mcu Orlcanc alone, mWn ’
happencd to sce him and thcy moved in on him and immediately -

the police moved in and arrested him. 1 belicve thcy fined

him 310,

. digorderly conducty &n? ghcre was no evidence in the place vhere

he wac employed lated

piroy-iné 1n Dallas W
HWM of acts of violence or

" temper or anything of that kind on his part.

Rep. Boggs. You have spent your 1life studying criminology

and ‘violence and pubversion, t}ould you car{"’o speculate on

what may have motivated the man?

I know it would be Just spéc\'alatiou.
#r, Boover. My npcculation , lir, Boggs, 18 . that this

nan ‘was no doudbt a dedicated Commu 1st He prefe’i"j to call
KZ—J-N the ficld ob—oxoreioe

of semintics atmosb. He vas a Communist, he nympathized

-
.

I don't bolieve nos, as 1 looK :back on 1t., that he ever

changed his views when he asked to come back to thia country. I

CONFIPENTIAL
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6 peroonally fcel that when he went to the Aucrican Embassy

to renounce

in Hoscouw originally

v C - nic citizenship he should have been able right then and there
: « He never

O to sigr the renouncement,
could have gotten back hcre, amd I think that should apply to
aj most all defectors who want tc defect and become a part of
& tystem of government that is entirely foreign to ouru,-l?‘ )
they have that dealre, they have gat that right, but if they indic
a deaire for it, let then renouﬁce their citizenshlp at once.
_ That was not done. He stayed amennd in loscow awhile and
he went éewn to Minsk where hé vorkede emd ghere was no
indication ofany difficulty, personally on his part thére, but
0 : I haven't the slightest doubt that he was a dedicated COnunﬁni's't.'
There héa been some queution»raised wwhich cax;xno'c de
resolved, because Oswald 1is dead, as to uhether he was trying to_..
kill the President or trying to kill the Governor, He:had had
some correspondence with the Governor as to .tho form oti his

. discharge from the Harinc Corps. - HMW&M

honaralle. It was not a dishonorable discharge, but a discharge

less than honorable after he defected.

#ed Governor Connally ~E~bhimie-as—4no-tinay had left the

( ' w ﬂay have had his anger or his animosity
£

against the Governor, but no one can;zminitoly == that is

more apoculition. ‘no one can tell that) lccauoo the gun and the

CONFIPENTIAL
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7 gichting cf the gun was dires ed at the car. .

Now, first, it was thought that the Preaidcnt had bocn

C Bhot through the threat, that 1s uhat the doctors at the Parkland

Hoopital felt when ho wao brought in. ' -

If that had been true, the shot uould have had to come
from the ovcrpass. But as goon as the dody arriyed in Hashinston,

£ad the doctors at Bethesda Hospital parform the autopsy

and 1t was then detemlned definitely from thelr point of view
that he had been shot from the rear, and that of thc '
siull had been practically shot offe So--bnat hcre was no -
question ,that the gun and the telescopic lens could pinpoint

tre President perfectlys end lhe car was moving slowly. It wasn't
going at a high rate of spced, 80 that he had pertect -opport?ur-xity

O ) to do it.

4 N?u,. some people have ralsed the question: Vhy didn't he
shoot the President as tho car came tovard tho storehouse whcre- )
heas working? . |

The rcason for thae 18, I think, ﬂ{ the fact there uere
somo ‘troes between hic window on the sixth floor and the cars
as they osm-mm.um turned and 'ucnt through the park.
So he waited until the car got out- from under the trees, and

.~ the lim'bs, and then he had a perrecuy clear view of the

(\ occupanta of the car, amd I thimc he took aim, either on the

President or Connany, and I personally bolieve prm-big it

was the President in view of the tuisted lnentauty the man had. -

CON%ENTlAL . . '- .‘_-. e, .-. .. “', .,'.
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* But he had given no 3dndication of that -- we had intervicwed

him, I think, three times, Of course, our intcrv.ie'.m were

predicated to find out whother he had been recruited by the
Russian intelligence scrvice, becauso tmt; j 7Y rrequeméwf" )
threy doa“fwf . : T

Rop. Boggs. And had ho been? .

Mr. Hoover. He had not been, so he sald, and We have no .

" proof that he was.

He had been over there long enough but they never gave him -
citizenship in Rusoia at all, amé I think they probably Jooked

vpon him more as a kind of a queer sort of 4ndividual and

they 4idn't Wtruet him too strongly. T3 ’

But Just the day dbefore yesterday came to me
4ndicating that there 1s a.hbm espionage training school
outside of Hingk Sa—bhée—detbossaye, I don'tinct whether it 13}1%
and #;gias trained at that school to come tack tothils country ‘\

. » )
to become what they call a slecper, that 1s & man who uwill

remain dormant for three or four years "and in case of international

‘hostilities rise up and be used.

* I don't know of any eopiohage school at linsk or near !'unalé,
and ¥ don't know how you could find <.>ut 4f there ever was one
becauvse tho R\qeni?no won't tell you if you asked éhem.

They do fxz;v.e capiorame and sébot_-ago schools in Rugsla

and t-hgy 40 have an aooauainntion aqpad that io uszed by them

CONFENTIAL
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of that kind. . ‘

Rep. Boggs. Now vie have somepeople, including this man's
mothor, talk about Osvxal;a having been an agent -of the -GoVernmcn-'c
of tr;e United States. X think his mother mentioned the .c.I.A.,-
sho has made these statements publicly for money, apparently.

}r. Hoover, Yes, she has, | .

Rop. Bosgs. Just for the purpose of the record, I think
4t would be well if you would comment on that, r. Director. )

Plr. .Hoover. Of course we have interviewed his mother
and hio «ife, and all hils relatives, ard everybody that he
‘wo boctea b havt acnsencde d w »
WM. His mother, I would put 1n a
category of dbelng emo'ciona.uy unstable. She has dbeen -around
the country making specches, ané the first indicatlon of her
enotional insctabllity was the retalning of a lawyer that anyone
would hot hm}e retainhed if they really viere sorious in trying to
got doun to the facts. _ '

- But she haa been’ 1n New York City, she has been in Chicago,
X thinlc othcr partn of tho couptry, always speaking - for money.

o i-odniost :
Now, that Kind of an individual io alwepe-a typo whmt wo

have seen over ¢he ycars, vho will day aimost anything to draw

a croud, Just to bo adble to aay pomething sencationaly ondr
'4my timcn wo have gono out ¢o, people and anlced then npecirically,

"xlow, what: 18 your basis tor this?" And they will say,. "Well,

I Juut had a feoling that that was true, so I saidy it."

com?)@ml, g




10

L corer}(rkrm o
: 6524

She has noaver rade that n'tatemcnt £o us, but we have m"my
other inotances where that kind of statement is made. 'rhéy *
do_n"c have the 1lcgal evidence that you muot have if you are
going to take any positive action, emé I would put vory 1ittle
eredonce in anything that hig mother said,

I think his uire vias a far more reliaﬁlc person in otatcmentn

that she made so far as ve were able ¢o ascertain, than his

r' . o o

motherv}/ { N L T L P

A think Dhe had in nlrG ebwesd, naturally, the fact she

. Wanted to clear her son's name, which was a natural mntinct, |

but more importantly she was going to sce how much money she could

-, -ma%xe, and I bolleve shc haé made & subatantial sum.’

Rep. Boges. And tho allegations she has made about this man
being an agent either of the c.I.A, or the F.B.I. are ralse?.

Mr. Hoover, Vell, I can-certainly spcax for.the F.B.I.
that 41t 1s false,and I have discussed the mattexn natt_:rany, wii:h
Mr. McCone, the Director of C.I.A., and he, of éourae, will no

doubt appear himself, but there is no indication at all that

he was employed by them.

We trequently get that kind of a story é“ndividuala who J
when they get into some kind of dirriculty)hm will claim thoy
wero vorking for the C.X.A. or ﬂ.they vere working for the F,B.IX.

Rep, Boggs. Surcly.
Mr, Hoover, Now, no one can work for the F.,B.I, without

the approval being given at waahington and 'a roecord kept of it,
conr))énrm'
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cven of the confidential inforrants. That 38 very tighuy
controlled. Ve have no po-calléd lump sun that we can use to

L

hire people.
Sc there has to be a voucher and opecifio dotails of

payment, ’( ce)’aéa..

And I knov at no tice vas he efther an informant or agent-

: W
or & speclal employece orl‘.ln an;gcapacity for thoe F.B.X.

As to the intorvicus we had with him in which he gave us

some 1nforn~ation, oonmec of ‘t ho.du not tedd the tz'uth abewl,

but vas not particularly significant. hub—tnne intervieis

‘we had with hinm I vould not £erp W as talking with

an informant. He vas Savelk Aunder arrest by tho Ncw Orleans )
polico, W and then after he had
comitted this ‘gct of aszassination ue interviecued him 1n police
neadquarters in Dallas. But they were the only contacts we had,'-
I think contacts altog;atﬁer, and he received nomney o
of any Ikind, no promise of any kind, andﬁno g)n‘:i_cation that he

was rendoring assistance to the United S(:a.tcn Government. WYe

1ookcd upon him as a crﬂ-ninal,_a.nd_nn_lmmd_nnm after the

ausaaainat.uon, of caurao, and prior %Ymt timo vie loou:ed upon

Lg &V
him as an’ 1nd1vidua1 who we ¢ night become an

agent of the Soviet govornmont, mﬁrro Has no proor of that,

and wo ohacked him carefuli r,f .

Ve lew, of his oqx.nan.pandmc with tho Soviel nnbaeay

here at Vashington, his © w.'[.th the Fo.ix' Play tor

couFPéNTlAL ,' | S
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Cuta Comnlittee in Mo York and his cerrespendensc With the Worker
publication in MNcu York. And nonc of M

At
£»¢n any indication of any tendency to commit violence.
Li~da—guei—irkirc Ihcro are many people vho read the Dally

: Worker‘or vhat 18 nou the Wworkcr' and you certainly cen't

brand ther as hazards to the sccurity of the country or as
potential hedewds—be-an acoassingbum It is in that %‘tmt

I am particularly concerncd that we don't go-ard Secome hysterical
and go too far in restricting the citizens of our country from
exercising their civil and constitutilonal rights. Th mere /

Ll
fact a person disagrees with you in a matter on com:nun:lsmA Ry

m Communists make very violent spceches, and ve -hame
thelta=ate know them, wo—have—bhon-riobod, but I don't feel that

tho tizo has come yoi—oorbednly that l}hey should be arrested.
+he
If they have violated the lausof c.n.ann we will, then,
+ha Coasd CONV
proc fd nith prosccution, and '\uner thon go through the courts.

Intenninabivr—4hoy lasy for years, dbefore they to the Suprenmo .
arvion Thine st coty e '
Court, and W gtdirt over on some anglo,

But, all in all, I think that the onforcement of ..
gecurity and the enforcement of the” laws dealing with aubveraion
ought to be handled in the Amerlcan mannor. —

I am criticized by tho oxtreme right for that. They put mc

the categor I guoss along with Ganera.l Elscnhoviery *$had
m L anl ’\-‘i

" 1 bolieve that any perdon who ha on a rod neckti¢/my de addictcd

to communiam. and, thoroefore, is a great danger. That 18 why

CON?&QNTIAL
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I say the extremicts at both ends are bad, and IArepeated that
pevoral times publicly. . -

Rep., Boggs. Mo doubt about the prodblem being a difficul:a one.
I romember some ycars back when these fanatics who started ghooting
up ¢he House of Reprcocnta{;.ives. | .

flr. Hoover. I reéall that.

Rep. Bogss. I happencd to‘boA there on the occasion and there -
vere mnyv sugsea.tiopn that ve bduild a bullet-proof glass .
enclosure around the Members of Congrecs and so on. Of course,
all of us rejected those ideas because it would de to'caily ’
incompatible with our democratic institutions and this, obv.‘..ousl::'.
becomes a problem in the sccurity of thc President, that is '
what you aro telling us, ion'’t 1t? . '

* Mr. Hoover., That 48 the great problem.

VYo nou!,\-mms. participate/ in the protection of the
Prosident since the ascacoination. The Sceret” Service 1nd1catc$
ho? many agcnts ﬁzy needsvhen the Prescident 3ia traveling somcuhere
or going sonevhere in Wachington, and then I assign that number

of agents to.the Seerct Service. They are not under my

.di-z'eci:ion. They are undor the direction of the Socret Service -

becauoe under law they are charved with the protection of tho
Precaidont. Pt Wb have never dono that berore,'u:[ rolt
that 1t vas somethini'wc ruot do Af tho Sceret Service dosired
ity @nnd Someti.mes%t tho-ﬁm the. funcral of the latc Presidont

Konnedy Mmmcomecucut Avenuo, which
: tha rcw w o '
.CONF)lQNTlAL |
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48 a very, very grave cccurlty problen becauie t'ncy uere walidng
Ao Sracad
with these tall bulldings on either sido,aud" had the
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rospon3ibllity for the Cathedral, and we had 43 agents in

tho Cathcdral during the services, »gs I was nore concerned about

theose tall buildln,,o because all the gmall bulldings haveLon
and Hhere wart obod Ln'7 ‘fbluz.
torn dcwn along Connccticut Avenue,

ang—irero—was—adoni-ahi—or
Wam Mct only the high officlals of

. thic covomment, includiug the President, Wb-yew-md the Queen
. of Greece, yoa—had-bho General De Guulle, yeu-had anSnr :

Haile Sclagoie, and many grime ministers a;‘ y‘ 4 th

W a perfect target for someonc in some windou,

Nor, you can't empty i‘._hcae buildings. It is impo3sible to
do that becr.use you can't go to the i-layflbwer Hotel and say all
front rooms wust be vacated. ¥ou—justcanit dogthing-didee—tRIT, )
Other office buudincoo':ﬁero. even taller than the Mayfiowor,amd

you can't make them keep everybody out of the front oft‘:lces

‘becauae thon you get into a polico gtate,

The Secrct SOrvice doca try to check,.:.m,—sad—ua-m
-f-

W findine out vho have these various
we aleo e .

oifices, M 8o Af there is anything in our fil

on thoso 1ndiv 1duals the Sceret Scrvice is at once advined,

Sush—o8 %on the President goes td a banquet or & social bcoaoion,

5.11 of the tho hotol, the ¢oolis, vaitors and buobqu
b’ W L

and so forth are all chcckedAto be cortain thero 10 no/‘bacuground

that wou:ld indicate a hazard to the Ptoa..’dcnt. But that is as far
CONFIPENTIAL
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as I thimc you can go. Ycu can't put in a wholo neu ataff
of waitero ot you can't make people move out. Peoplo going
to a preaidential function are gonerally 1nv1tcd,..o_q»o-hil,'
by card or by list, and that is very carcfully checked at tho
entrance by the Sccrot Service.orm

So—i-Lhinic, suggestod a feu more things that possibly
could be done, and soue of unich I have doubto about.

You speak about thic matter of glass around the gallerles
in the House. '

One of ‘the augscstionr. that wve rade was that there be bulloet
proof glass in front of thc President's lectern. . .

uou.,-;-uouu.. In my o'm mind, I uewtd: qucstion Whether &t is
wisosgf dekhet plt, wise. KnGiing this President as this Prenidcot
4g, ho uants to get.clode Yo the audicnce, he wants to reach
over and chake hands with peoplaﬁatm bo—deadh, beccause
you never Know Vuttmanm emoticnally unstable person may
be in tha‘f: _crowd.a-ndlu you notcd)h'e has frequently drought )
groups 1nn‘tho Whito Houso gardens and walked around with people
ho didp't.lmow. I knou the Secrct Service poople are concorned
adbout it. Iame onéernod about 11;. |

| President Truman \W«Hb last woek and

haw ¢om
oxpresgsed W that tho President was tak:lng unneceasary

s .

mt tho govemmcntal ageney hav:lns the respona:.bility for

chanc OB .

guarding him, the Seorct Sorvice, hao a na_tu;-al hguitancy to say,

cox@énnu '
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16 "You can't do this." -
) Rep. Bogas. . Of couz;oo,for the record, President xermcd:{ had
1 C tho same difficulty. | |
O Hr. Hoover. That is right. It was best expressed at Farkland

Hoopitale fhe of President Kenncdy's staff made the statement Fd?

shon—they—roeachcd—the-hespita s and-she—Proslderdt-vas-doadTI0
’ w%"khfm ‘f"( -
821d, the vhole fault in this matter _ume-kedls cholce betucen
. wed ’ -
politics and security, and-se-—shese politicsy g t 3o exactly

vhat happenod. It vas an open car.

I am thoroughly opposed to the Presldimg riding in an open

oar,

They 414 not havo any armored car in the Secret Service at

- O that time. I have nous so’t one of our armored cars over for the
President but it 1o a limousinegeresedt. But hq-‘:, on occasion,...u&
A the Pusen
o/ 8t Gettysburg and Atlanta the other day,m got out of the armored

car which had beon floun therc -ef=sewseey for his use, and

comnandeceredthe car of tho Secret Service which is . wide opcn)

——

pedess, améd 80 he could wave and sce the people.
\:'Nou , that 1s a great hazard, teomendeve-hasendemsest I think
that

he should alvays be in an armored car
-1 closed)that can't havo the top put dcin, But as you recall,
@) Prooident Kennedy had tho,bubble top off of A% car that ho was
C: ' m.I; was not ariored,the dubble top was mado of plastic.ao |

a bullet could have gone through it vory easily.

b . Rop. Ford, Mr, Hoover, you have oaéegoricany testifiocd
CONFIPENTIAL
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(hat the F.B.I. never at any time had Covald as an.égent.
as an informant, or 4in any other way.

Mr.Hoover. Trat s correct. I couldn't make it more
emphatic. | ‘

Rep. Ford. And ¥r, helmont testificed to the same léat ;ICOK
when he waa. beforo us, ’

Hr, Hoover. Yes, sir. A ) _

Rep. Ford., Both you and he would be fully t:amiliai' with h .
2ll of the records of the F.B.I. in this‘ regard ;

Mr. Hoover. Ve would, and wo would not only be fully
fémiliar with 1t becau::;::r?k% Belmont i3 in charge of the
Investigative Branch of the Bureau,(uc have tuo assistants
bo tne Director, one in charge of administrative work and
the other in charge of investigative worlc) gc have checked the
administrative ohnge where vouchers or payments tgouid have been
made fa-n'anzi there 1s no indication that any money vas e'v'-er

paid ¢o oOswald,.

g -r::z: oAt .
_ Vle have obtained, and whon file with the

. _ . 0
Commission hewe, the affidavits of the agentg at various times

‘wive were in contact with Cowald to'(;hc effect that he was not

an 1ni‘oruant » that thcy had never paid hin anything, that ho
vias boing questioned as g' posuibnsby oc_m.v.iag-boon—mmd

by the Sovict Mtelligence, so there was no evidence d any

timo 1nd1cat1na cmployment by the F.B.I.
Rep. Ford. And you vere not undcr any nmitabion or

CONF}&NTML
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restriction from any other authority in this regard?
lr. Hoover. Absolutely not, 1 have the entire control’

- of whether a man shall be an informant or shali not dc an informant

o Tsit comes uhder my chain of cormand from the local office

sheL has the mattier at hand,-I;ey can't Just put on an
A
'Tknn;twnauhn ~ o
viithout our approval. it comes #Rto the Burcau, 1 oes through

the Aesistant 1rﬁctor of the Domestlc Intﬂlligcnce Division,

tha‘(% I imont &‘;h v
_O [ ol mon » an [s}¢] 0 DK or
: o oy 4~i145§
Sr very f thosce who

' my specific approval. 3o I'Pavq ‘to apprév

are used as informants 4n all classes of cases, not only in

intelligence cascs but in white glave cases, automobile theflts

and all of thecc cased.

Rep. Ford, There i no 1imitation onvkat you can tell us

about this situation?
lr. Hoover, None vhatsoever,
Rep. Ford, No limitation, no restrictions?

iir, Hoover. DMNo restriction. So far as the record of vuucher

in the Burcau arc concerncd, thcy are open to the inspection

of this commisnion at any time golng back a3 far as you may want
to go. '

Sen. Cooper. lay I ask Just one questlon there? .

1 think you have ansuered 1t, but in your exam.nation of

thic ncpcct ao to whother or not oOswald was an informer: or

employcc or hcld any reclationship to the F.B.I., you, youroelf,

have looked into all of tho means you have of dcternining that

coun})én 1AL
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fact vhen you mke the ste .ement to us?

J

Mr, Hoover, I nave personally looked 1nto that for wo

reasons: BPBecause the President -asked mo pervonally to take

_ charge of this investigation and to dircct it, and I knew that

the report ultimately would be made to himg amd for that rcason

I became familiar with ov.ery step and cvefy action that wao takeng
amd £hen when éhc allegation was made by someonc, I think it

wat the mother of Ocwald first, if I recall correct'ly, that he
vz2s emplo;}ed by some¢ government agency, thé C.i.A. » or F.B.I1,,

‘and maybe dboth, I When 1misted upon a check being made d.‘_ﬂw-b,‘
and any record showing any indication of that being brought

to me.
then they could find none, I then asked for affidavits

from tho ficld force that had dealt with Oswald over—the—peare
as to Whothor they had'\ired him or paid him anything or given
him anything, and the affidavits are on file here that they had

not. ’ .
Sen. Cooper. I think you have said there 1s no sunm avallabdble

to the F.B.I, which would enable these men, these agenté, to

employ ‘him out of any funds that are mdo available to them,
mauals
)Ir. Hoover. ©Oh, no, it au—to be done by voucher, and

those vouchers aro examined by the General Accounting Ortice

~ evory year or Bo. »«*!( MJ

- We have no MW Jump aum for .
omploymont .0of informants as DUCth«bA .«.J' /L‘#Pm

,l-a/wta&“, ) .

CONFIVENTIAL
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20 Scn. Cooper. I have just apcut two cuestions, 1°'may have

: ( - ¢o o in a feou minutes to the Senate. : .
) .' - I would 1ike to direct your attention to that periocd or.
O : tine wnhen Oswald vas & dafcctor, beginning when hc left the
United States amdvhen ho rcturned. - » )
Mr., Hoover. Yes, sir,
Sen. Cooper. During that period, did the F.B.I. havé any
Juriséiction over intelligence regarding him or any capacity

to knou?

r., Hoover. thile he was in Rucsia?

Sen. Cooper. Yeo.

tir, Hoover. MNo, we did not. We were interested in inoving
O what he might say in Russla that appeared in the prcss. Trat
was our first intimation that this man had defected ‘when ve
read it in a newspapar article. Ve viere, of course, interested
4n xnowing when he would return:gf he would return.M e had
i no Jjuriscdicticn as to what ho was doing in Russia after he nad
gone there.
| Sen. Cooper. Azi I ﬁnderatand 4t, you had no capacity at

that time to follom his activities?
lr, Hochr. That ip true, We have no agents in Russisa.

C} . @we Porcign Jntolligenco 45 handled by the Central Intelligence
" Agency ,'and our responaibnity is domeotic. Ye work very clooel!.
togother, | '

Sen. Cooper. Have you had the Jurisdiction pince the

courfi(mm. B
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21 assassination or the oce 1on to examine persons connected

With the Statq Pepartiment concerning the activities of Oswam
1“ Rchia?

Hr, Hoover., tell, ==

Sen. Cooper, Would that be a matter for some other agoncy?.
o : Iir, Hoover. That could de a matter for c.I.A. or for us
after Gowald had returncd here.

3en, Cooper, Yen_ .

Hr, Hoover.' Then he becomes &-&W-mmn
anm a civilian in the country here,
Nou, there is wha’c we call a del 1n1tat.lon agreenent among
the government inteliigcnce accncies. For Instance, the
' military branc.hes of the ;;ov.érnment have their owr; intelligence
O services and they handle all military deviations .in regard

to espionage or things of that kind. If they want our assilatance

|

I

’ , and ask for it we, of course, will alwaya cooperate, In regard

| to C.I1.A,, there are many caacs:wr‘xich C.I.A. and the F.B.I.

' work Jolntly on, of individuals that may have been recrulted

§ over In ¥urope by the C.3 A., nbt by us, because we Aon 't ‘have

, authority to do that nbroad but vhen that van comes to this

’i ) J covntry, the best ends o intelligence are sorved by h;vlng

% the two agencles work vory oioacly togetaer, conduct joint

O ~ interviews, and exohango informtion very, very freely. That

; has been going on ever since I can recall C.I.A. belng in existenco.
Mr, Dulles, IX would like tc testify to tho fact. th:at

———— —-
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that cooperation citiste

ey

surc it has continucd nou during the uho].c pcricd X uas Diriifgg,

with great cooperatlon on both sldca.

Hr. Hoover. It 1lu a,very ncceasary thing, because the

: PIPINY |
. nmw many of these forelgn countrico e

thesr-inteliipenso-agenoy Will cover the whole vorld and
the country itsclf. threas in this country you have

L & Y a AM an
azenciesAAhg* g,.I A.Vcovers the foreign activity,ﬂ the F.B.I.

£

- ¢he donmestic actlivitles Sn—tho—oapionape—biving and there munt

dbe interlocicing.

An espionage'ngent of the Sovict Governm:nt can arrive

4n New York today by plane from Paris ard he can be in Mexico

City tomorrow.

— .
How, k;hcn, C.I.A, would pick him up therc. We would not

pick him up there.

We would watch him while in this country but ac soon as he

i VP r )
takes that plane and 3e#& the United States C,I.A, moves
in on him. If he comes back to the Unlted States, we ‘move in
wh-

on him. Lhcrefore, you have & very clnoe liaison.

As a matter of ract., vurat ve 'xave donc in uﬁ gavernnent
agencico 10 't}g have ay agent in our Burcau m aoj‘c

f ﬂj Oan ! B

m«-*nAc .J.A, awé=in tho Pentagon, State Dcparbment/‘ various .

J
. other agencles semsa to cut out the red fape of writ g lettors
.
back and forth, I’I order to orally Z' has como to owr

.attontion, our represontative can 1mmcdiatoly phone 11; over to '

coun?{rmu
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the F.B.I., and if thcre is nc\,% meet a plane coming in

to Now York or a boat that is docld.ns at New York, it is all .

accomplished within a matter of 45 minutes or an hour. -
If you wont through thils letéerqrritins process and

the paper uag: that goes on so often in the govcrnment it might

hht’ week or ten days. M—M-ﬁo F.B.I.

do23 have 10 legal'attaches attached to 10 cnbaasiea abroad.

Their prypose is not operational They don't :lnvestigatc in thoae

countries .any matters that bave to be 1nvcstigated. ‘rhat,ir
it 1s to be done.is gﬁ.ndled by t)fe C.I.A., naur purpose in

‘ .' Asht Ad
ﬁ 'chere 1aon with our, 3ppocite number Tiiee—bn
-vn F Al OAA

MW uith the
national police 9@' the Fnilippines, to exchange mforn'ation A
that 15 vital to our mtemaetvnat security, and also vi.t-a.l

to the 1ntcrna€domﬂ cecurity of the other couniry.

Sen. COOper. Pb.y I atﬂc one other question? :
Is there any, considering the number of defectors in
the United States to Communist countries, which cannot be large,
I would assume =<
*! Hr. Hoover. I thini there are about 36.
Sen. Cooper. Which would indicate, I would think either
a lack of reliability on thoir part ;nd stability. or boyond
that a dcdioated purposo to becomo COnmmistn, then upon thelr

roturn, v ouldn't it scem to you they nhould be given some

specoinl attention?

CONFJDENTIAL
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lr. Hoover, Ye have now == V
Sen. Cooper.  Todetermine whether gncy are a risk to becone
- Sovict or Communist espionage agents or in fact bécox:ie dangerous ?
O Mr. Hoover., Ye have taken steps to se-ealled plug that
gap.
Prior to thc osnanuination of the Presidernt, a dcrector,
MM
wire before he “mc back u always clearcd by a¥ M
. representatlve of the State Dcpartment or the military abroad,
_:.-.--;, mmwwen he e.m back
- e s &
we immediately 1ntcrv1cw’ himA I¢ hal to be done to

determine whether he could be a potential intell 1sencc agent.
v/ Ncw, in December of b last yecar, follow.mg the assassina-
O tion, Wo have expanded the criteria of what should be furnished
| to the Secret Servico, and all defectors automatically ge on
the 1ist to be furnished to the Secret Service. '
There are 36 defectors that ve o of in this country
v wa’othut-have becn urder investigation. Some of those men mayWh
have changed their vievs sincerely. Some of them may not have.
mé? as a matter of general precaution, a8 & reault' of the
Oswald situation, we are geeing that ail go to the Secret
Service. |
M yir. Dulles. That includes military defactors, does it

C :

" not? ' 9’

¥r, Hoover. uintary de ecto nd deroctors from any priva
l\lz%*. ‘7 0 !

'nsoncy,ASome ve dorected to China M to the hﬂ.n,

| e com)(mm, I o
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satollite nations and & to Russia. ) '

LY

Een. Cooper. Just ono othor question, because I have

L]
..

to go.
In the course of this 1n'ventigation, as-you know 80 uell; )
there have dbeen a numboer 1dcn£1ficd who Were very cioae, at |
least $o Mrs. Cowald, and a few, I can‘t say that were cloge
to Osvald yet thay had association with him, such as the ran
tho drove him back and forth, Mrs. Paine with whom' Mra., Oswald
lived, and others, has there been any credible,’ I von't say
oredibie because if you had you would have prosented At¢o u§ )
in your report, hag there been any claims by persons that .
these peopie are in any way related to Che COmmunif;t Party?
_t-!r. Hoover, We have had no ¢redible evldence that they .
have been related to the Communist Party in this country. ‘
Now,.at; to Mras. (swald, the wife 61‘ OGowald, there is no way
of knowing whether she belonged to tho Russian Communlst Party
in Russia. She 1s a rather intelligent woman, and notwithstanding
you mave to talk with her through an interproter pessddiy, e '
havo hod no indication of her association with Communists 3in
this cwntryJ nor have any of‘h‘:cloae friends or relatives.
As to his mother,.we found no indication she 15 associated
or clooe.ly associated with the c-ommuniats. Sho is the only

one of the grouplthat X would say is somcwhat emotlonally

unstabla (that we have come in contact with.) Our agents have

e

R

intirvieued her. 3ho sometimes gets vory angry and sho won't

conr})@vr_m
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ansver :zetztions, - ~ - Athc rest of t.he

o . .
group et 2ad dbeen friends of his, or worked with him in thé:

‘rcxasi‘ﬁooxc Depository, thav-.ha.xg..’ none of them have indicated -
any indieasien—ef Communiné associations of any kind,

Sen, Cooper. Thank you.
Mr, Hoover, Thank you. 7.

itr. Rankin. Fr, Hoover, X hand you I-bchibit'nd asic

you to examine that and state whether or not that is the letter '
that Yyou referred to in which you answercd questions of the
Commission concerning the l'q.tional Enquirer Fagazine or n_ewspapcr?
Hr. Hoover, ¥This letter of Hay 8th addressed to the
Commission is the letter that dcalt with our 1nterv1ew. with
Chief Curry and was prcdicated upon the article which appeared
in the Fational Enquirer of Hay 17, 1964.
Mr. Rankin. I ask you if you would care to add anything
to that letter except what you have alrcady testificd to?

Mr, Hoover. No, I have nothing to add to that. Chilef Curry

was :v:xi ;Zpecific, I am told by my agent in charge at Dallas,

+Ho
thatA. is an absolutc lic} Shiée-ardiedeo-end that none of these

things sct forth in the article occurred; that he rcceived

no phone call or any request ofany kind oral or by phono ain

writing from the Department of Justice or from the F.B.I.e a83¥-
Py A ' , ' _ L%

Aa I read earlier, the raeport from the 'ecpartment,\ dicated :

that thcy hese madc no rcquest, .- . ' 2,
¥r. Rankin, Hr, Chairman, I otrei\in ovidence mhlbit e

CONH?{NTIAL
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27 being the letter Just reforrcd to. .
) The Chairsan, It may bo admitted, - .
) ( (Tne document referred to wac sarked coixminnion Exhi‘b;lt 33§ ’
: O for identification and recoived inoridence.) ’
¥r. Rankin. lr. Hoover, is Exhibit 337 thc article
: that you referred to in the lational Enquirer? .

}ir, Hoover. Yes, that is the ono. . -

Ir. Rankin. I call your attention to Ixhibit 836 and

" ask you if that is the letter that you referrcd to which describos

the criteria in the handling of the sccurity of the President . i
that you have describcd in your testimony. ) ;
fir. Hoover. Tnis is the letter. It oeto forth the criteria
O which were adopted,
uould-—-probedivy-be about 19‘3: Wmt
dsto—oa_tha.t.h fater to-wee incorporated in the manual °
of instructions that—iz—mes—forth~in-tivio—tevbor—virkoh-I-thinlc
;Q 1954 jand=siven Jtalco 1ncludc’7 the amendud instructions
J to our fleld officcsc, in Decembor of 196?}“6 vhich
éxtended tho criterda, -

Ir. Rankin, Docs thrat Ixhibit cor_'rectly sct forth the

‘ intor.mtion.you had in rcgard to those mattors? ] .
Q . Mr. Hoovor. It doca. ' . | g
Mr. Rankin. Do you care to add anything to-1¢?

Mr. Hoover. No, I have nothing to add to 1t at all, .

Mr, Rankin. Noi, in light of what happoned, Mr.Hoover,

cour}{mm. T
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I think the Cmrmicsion would desire to havo your cmnents or
whatever you care to tell them, concerning the rcasons why
you did ot furnish the 1n1‘ort:ation you had concerning Leo mrvey
Oswald to the Secret Sorvice prior to the time of the Preaident 'u
assassination. |
lr. Hoover. Well, I have gone into that very thoroughly
because that was obviously one of the questlons that I had in
my mind whenw boccurred in Dallas.
In going back over the record, and I have recad each
one of the reports dealing with that and the reports of
nr.Hosty who had dcalt with the Oswald situation largely in

we
Dallas, &hey had f£imst the matter that I have previouslz z l‘

* peferred to, &kac rcport of the State Department that'\this mn

waoﬁa‘roughl)h safe risk hofe, he had changed his views, he
was a loyal man now and had seen the light ot" day, 8o to spcak.
Houw 1nten;ive or hou extensive that 1nterv2;‘w,\was:“'-!-—-
W&' I don't krow., But,
nevertheless, it waa::State Department document that hed wreo
been furnished to us.
Now, we intervicued Oswald a few days after ho arrived.
WWo &4émis intervicw him on arrival at the port of entry becnuso.

that is alvays undesirable by reason of the fact it is heavily

_ covered by press, and A4~erakee,—-3L any rolatives W genexally

aro thore, 8o we prefer to Golt after the man has scttled down -

we )
for two or three days and become NQ. composcd aad A¢lo 3t in tho

CONFN-ZNTIAL '
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29 privacy of our office or dhcrcver he may be, ‘or in his own
( E - homag oOF aparincnte .ud interviecvied him tuico,..._thhu. in )

] regard to that angle thatue derz 1ooxing for. Ve had no indication
O ‘tﬂ”%:rthmg other than s so-called Ha.rxint ‘.leanings » r-!arxist
* peliefs. '

Ye wanted to know whether he had been recruited by the

’ Soviet governuent as an 1nte1115enco agent,which is a fgequent )

and constant practice. - There 4s not a year gces by that

4ndividuals and groupd of individuals, some’cimes on those
cultural exchanged, thet go mm,—aﬁd-e‘ through Russ:a

E
v
&
i

v M rec’pits are enlisted ‘by the Russlan 1nvelligence, usu{ally
1
through blackrally m-{;’le individual 1is threatenedAif
O . ho doesn't come back to this country and worlc for themlemd the,/

1i1ll expose thc. fact that he 1s a homosexual or & degenerate . . )
m o 7 2V WA‘ N .
or W&M

Pictures are usually takcn of individualo-uho become

E inplicated n that gort of phing, 80 the :.,Jivmuan. 18

A &L
reany deapcrate‘am has occurred year after year for sone

mmo

In Oswald's case vc had no suspicion that any pressure like
¢hat had been brought to bear-on him because he had gone PR T

ha
and had obviously wanted to ha-ud 14ive in Russla anddmrricd a

Russian woman. /
At‘tor th terviows had been oz%

ow next W was tho difficulty he had at Now Orleana. and—
' CONFIPENTIAL
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\/c ucrc concerncd there as to whether he was functioning .
offic:lany for the Fair Play for Cuba Coumittce which was fimnced
and supporte 'by Castro ard Castro'a government, and if he was

whorc he lud—tob (y( noncy and%ho‘ro had dcalt, wikeir.

He apparcntly had ﬁé‘u leaflets printed h:.msclr,_.snd—
thoy-w plain ordinary paper. OThcre wags no reason for
us, then,'to have any‘auspicion that he had any elerient of
danger wiah him. . . .

Houever, ve did not ignore or forgct the fact that he wes

atill in the countrye and “L kept trock of ‘um when he went

from Now Orleans to Dallas, and that was one or the reasons

’W Hosty went ewt to the home of lira, Paine, :-h-a—.—-Pnﬂr‘s

Hevdng -aTe fho told us wvhere W”(

' - the
vas norxing)d-um at twéc Texas book house,and Hooty gave
her his telephone number and his name 80 that if there wWas any

_ abe
information or any contact ghe wanted to make theycould phone

him at tho Danas office. Phab—wes-in-tha-monorandwm-Beok.
Hru. Csvald, tho wife, M took down the 11censo

num‘bcr of Hosty's car which Was incorrect only in cne digit.

awwmwm

#ad. ‘The na e, the tole hone number, and fho automobilo license

wover, that in 1taelt was not siqnii‘icant because mny times

hat, "If you think of

vo will 30 to sec a porson and %ell

anythins you want to tell us or you have any information you '

ane-
herods my name and addres3, telephono number, and

CONFJKENTIAL
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call mc,™ and that 1s what was donc with Frs. Faine because

wagn't there at the tiue. He was at work. - -
.——%y y_ﬁ*db\? o SAD ommm— ' . - .

Insert after line 2:

Incidentally, those items i{n Oswald's notebook requiring investiga-
tive attention were first set out in an investigative report of our
Dallas Office dated December 23, 1963. This report was not prepared
for this Commission but rather for investigative purposes of the FBI
and, therefore, the jnformation concerning Hosty's name, telephone
number and license number was not included in the report as the
circumstances under which Hosty's name, et cetera, appeared in
Oswald's notebook were fully known to the FBI.

After our investigative report of December 23, 1963 was
furnished to the Commission, we noted that Agent Hosty's name did
not appear in the report. In order that there would be a complete
reporting of all items in Oswald's notebook, this information was
incorporated in another investigative report of our Dallas Office
dated February 11, 1964. Both of the above-mentioned reports were
furnished to the Commission prior to any inquiry concerning this
matter by the President's Commission.

interpret for her.

. Gowald was éewa at the Texas book company, and then, ac

X agy. Hosty left his telephone number;\”n‘&re. and ¥rs. AOsnald.-

for omo reason Wewsews—snd took doun the license number. 3

1 don't knou whether gho was convinced thls was an aj;ent of

tho F.B.I., or whaé—sé—eculd ba, why she did 1t, T-dondt iaciis
But, anyway, that was in the book that “uz”later found,

and which iedker contained many other enm'M—-— that

O03wald had entered in tb¢ book. . : T .
Nov, as I say, up t.o that time, thore had beon no M

that would have warranted %o reporting him as a potential .

danger or hazard to tha sccurity or the osafety of the President

_or theVlco pmmene,,WWmem

com)(mm
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et 80 his name was not furnished
at the time Lo Ac.,\,.f/dbwag

Under the new ceriteria which ue'have now put into force and

-

efruct, it uwould have been furnished bccaus‘c ve now include -
all defectorse bt Als to the originalshimg, whickt we felt e S
nound’ and yvhica-uwo-fobbt-as cufficvient ¢nd vhira we felt

m
no one, ,cven the most extreme civil rights proponent couldmmsg

. w.A '
tako excepiion to, namody nmithg
g ens potentially daagerous o the ;'zhynicél well being of
the President, o—»euzd..qm.-so

i a 11 table people who
peperssrr S sy gy v sese

I-guess At my office during the course of a t.here are

A Shesourp of & S

preabiy-about thr.e or fourAM,-mt have to be taken
ewk to ca;ﬁ;-g- Hospital tscause of thegmental conditions

el
I;wy pare being 'persecuted by radio bcamc and they want to sce

me . to have these beams stopped. Now,_W
\-o\,ﬂu Prces

M
ob-00un30, you never o? vhat tangent they are golng to 90

S f w A A
off-Lo, person ic living ems in sone p,art

of the country where the P.esident may bo going his name would

the furnishing of names e# 7‘0

m be furnished to tho Secret Service. . _
Gho car 1ast year, I think,

crashed through the gates of the White House; the.person

.drivlnc vanted to aeo the Preaident.ﬁc guard wiouldn't let

him and 80 the car crached through and got within 20 feetl of

. tho first door. sad $he guards by that timo, had thelir rovolvors

cour})ﬁumt
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- out and took him 1n'fp gquJ\[.

Iast year )o( pa( a gentleman /wﬁ drove 211 the way from®
Arizona to sco me, arsiffio drove up 4e saese marble otcps of
and by that tincy

the Depariment of Justico,

, 1. .
I‘ _ the guards had cone out and we 'took him into custody,
and e 1ncarceratcd in Ari..ona. o

-

W Pcoplc re among 'those tise yic would nave
furnished to the Sccret Service..ayaag They. W

*o | -
potential\\ harm somebody. . ,
4 tle get names from mcmbers of ConZra88, MM

who
MHM oome whp-wewe t0 the Capltol and try to threaten
them or harass them, on-om-;ondT-ey L] 1et us
or adrae T priece,

knoii about 1t, and uc weel make the investlgation, Asd JI ve can

. , . .
get the family to have the person put into an institution, \:te
try to do'éo; If they don't, we may take steps to have

incarcerated through legal means.

\Aﬂw
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I:x. Dulles. uaw many namcs, Mr. Directox, in qene:al ’
. cquld r.ho Secret Service procass?
Aran't thelr faciliticc limited as to dealing with vast . :
n\mb;:ra of namas because of thelr limited personnel? . ' .

lir. lloover. 1’ thim they are c::..remely limited. The

- §ecret Sarvice 15 a very small organiza”ion and that is why ve

aro fortifying tham s 80 to speak, or supplementing them by assign- :

" ing agents of our Bureau which is, of course, quito a burden on. -

. us. Our agents ssig sun about 24 to 25 cases per 'agent 0
Lorer e ‘el A A -
and wamk Swem bankruptcy and antitrust W
.cu_u...

o low, the Saecret Service has a very small group and I would
edonsls Phal By Bt '
thimc the names wa have seat ovorAc;veé\ ..housand and-geney I would
gucss there arae about another four thousand ﬂxatﬁgo‘ovar in i.he B

next month to then. : '~;

mrr—ankly, I don't sece how thcy can go ocut &nd recheck

. . . .
* thosea namas. \le keep the recoxdpup to date. ,lf additionai lafozr-

+haet. POPWeOR -

u:ation copos in on W we furnish it to the

Sccret Scu:vice. mﬁey phave to call upon the 1oca£

.._G‘Li.horitie 5y unless the Sacrat Servica force is enlarged con= .

siderably so that they can handle it entirely on their owm.

.I think the Sccret b'orvice i3 entirely too small a forxce {.ou
to lmndla o,é tha. dutles that they are handling. The groai.
-orouds that are at r.ne Vhite -Uouse all the time, around the
.gatosy t.hat go to church where the Presidant goes, al.‘!_.‘ of thosn

e - . -
. ! . ! * . “.

R CONFMN“AL
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things to be checked oyer by themg She
S ST ORT PR S e MV Ter
) cluzchag ba.allandd-—er Kcy always check in advance and just
. ( recontly, d—ehbnk a fow Sundays ago)thcy found somo individuals -

) dowm in the basciont of &he St. Mark®'s church in Hashinqton.m

: which he was going to attend on Sunday morningy -Hd“is arrival

. was haeld up until they could ascertain who they wero, M'Eey
WOXC pudboivhbnky deaf and=dwede nautose whmM
sonulooai~birebw—ownbus Whose identily had not been cleared. with

tho Becret Service.

* ’ " How, the presidential party was delayed about five or ten

pinutes in reaching the chuxch by reason of tho radio call to

tho White House to hold it up, ME-=JHEY TIE UrRNOT ETTT s
" 2300g-Ahab--Dbnop=tron-2OaEY . N
e Sagallennt
‘ . ] % are giving to more and moro namgs e @md fhe total,
g, S
which.-has-been=added in addition toAu'nt they already had)will
reach ten thousand, amd I Srenk?y don‘t sco how they are

+he
going to be able to handle 4“ as t.hcy would want to handle it.

They havegss to depend upon local police orqanlzations.

“Many local police departments are capable and efficient,

gome aro not. Many have good judgmont and some have not.

s Wherever you have a polico dopartment of 10, 15, 20 thousahd
mon you are bound to find a fou who are—iike—buiio—dn—e~ehina
O . ‘shope wWill just barge in and do scmething which better judgment

would bettew dictate should not huéjaoon done, as th‘ incident

\‘L occurrced ews in tho Midwest whoro they placed whese poople

CONFIPENTIAL
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practically #m houso arrcst. | . |

I think it was very bad judgment and should not have been
done but yew—ecante— the Sccret Scrvice, of coursc, mereds -
turncd the names over to the local authorities, and the local )
authoritics do vhat they ti\inl: is right, .

Now, I guess their attitude with all justice to them is
*Well, wo will resolve the risk in our £av§r. 1f we kee;;
these people undev surveillance and keep them in the house
until the President gets out of town nothing can happen from

4hem.® That is what you would call totalitarian security.

¢
I don't think you .%Ji?i' have that kind of security in this

country without having a great wave of criticism against it.

There—is-e-great-—tenduncy, YOU rnow,—of- Gourss,as. you....‘mow -as-well,
w-do,ﬁere is a great tendency people I
expcct’ the intelligence forces and the law enforcement agencies
to be able to go out and arrest people and bring then in and

hold thep e dlesgly, and talk to them, e can't arrest a
porso;l\unloss he &w coumitwimg a crimo in our presencee

and—tiven % have get to arraign him prbmptly and Shat-awtredomrs

senk if bb-de not done prouptly, the confession that he
may have madoicannor. & used against.&«;y\.

Juot as a collateral matter we faced that problen in Califor-

nia in the case otj)&dnapping A ank

WL :

M confoos froa him-and dt—vag.sxanccribod. Aldoids

conr})QrmAL

Simtra, Jreq ﬁxe of 12 kidnappers we arrostad necar Han blego
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. eeuleats: arroigr hin becauso ue—didmit-trrve—the—otirer—two—iid-

[N

no

(_ - angd the othcr]Awould have left California and it would have been
: O . difficult to finc thewm, _' xwmr_gf_ﬂ“t

_ torr ity oview ardewhen, Lic nade chnng?f\
iy - ¢
. thce next day after arraignment} so the ‘court held that J
.. .—q-_-,-a—&...-.-‘..._—_,’.’/’ ’
tire—consassian vas admicsiuvle. 1 vbifbbasacbad haonna.clhangss
and .pot--adulttouk .
‘. B . L] . .
) A [
.Fne secret Service, of course, ase faccd with the samo M‘M
L ] .
~e gust can't arrest pecople because they may not like thq”iooks.
I -

A i
Ofndparsion my have gat to have facts ?;MA&A‘ but

O the public conception is that you have a full :1gh€ to go ‘out
Ul have stressed §n

and do these things,
the FUI that there nust bo full conpliance with the lavs of this

country and with the dacisionsof the Suprene Court.

. 2hat is tho law of the country. ﬂ ) .
) . A e
tiow, whethez a person likes it'orAuhMM,

and thexe arc soue groups that aro very violent against tho

decisions of the court, othexy owes aro very much in favor of #t, /
it is not for the FUI to takc swy sides em=shein Yo hovo 2a job to

¢
‘ the
( ) do and we whdl do ft under tho rulings ofA&w and feoreourritae

wo have buon able to do it effecckively.
: m :
J I hnowv whc\n the ruling came down on tho prompt arrvaign-
mont, tlore was graat shouting and somne En::onq editorinla/‘t&t

S cour}‘ﬂﬁmm _ '
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it was going to wreck law cnfor'cmu:nt.. It hasn't wrecked ua,

M——I has mase it wore difficult but I think we have gaé

N

to face up to the fact that law enforcement in a frec country
@) o AVIIRIC ) _
- hat—gaps-vo abido by the laws of that country ircespective of how
difficult it is.
Py A alk about putting handcuffs on the law onforccaucnt
officers and taking then off the criminals. That is a nice ‘

hae
catch'&lx‘:ase to use in a speecih or article but n-‘u\h oot

" interferfed with our work. . dff“‘: "“: K w#..“

Jr. Rankin. Iir, llcover, I ask you about Ixhibit 625

which §s first a ietter and then encloscs ce’i'tain affidavits

of your ayonts.
O . tir. licover. Yes, sir.
HMr. Rankin. You arc familiar with that?
lix. lloover. I on familisr with that. I read all of that and,
signed ic.
jir. Rankin. You know those arc the affidavits 15 teqa%d
to whathor Lecc llarvey Oswald was an agent or connacted in any
" way with the Burcau that you have just testified to?
. . lir. Jicover. That is corrcct, and the affidavits of
- et agentg who had any contact with him.
C lir. Rankin. I call your attontion to rxhibits 864 and
- ) 865,and ask yoﬁ if you have sccn those before or, you havo scon
tho origyinal of 864 anu 865 is a photostatic copy of your latter ’

to us in anuwer to 864, is that correct? -

, cour})ﬁm'm o

- - RO MIOEPCX




—

s s S o e = -——

6 b

T compéaTiAL > " 6553
fir. licover. That is correct, yos. I toc?ll vory o
distinctly.
jir. Lankin. Do you recall thosc letters involved an -

inquiry as to any connoctions of Leoc llaxvey Oswald with Communists

or any criminal groups or others that might be cornspiratorial?

1ir. Hoover. That i{s correct, and wy jetter of April 30 stetes
the factSas they are in our files. | i

Iix. Rankin. Ilr. Chainaan, we offer in evidence Cxhibits
864 and BG5.

1ho Chairman. They may be adnitted.

- (Comnission Exhilits llos. 864 &nd 865 werce markod for

- juentifiation and xccelved in evidence.)

Hr. kankin. Lr. Moover, do you havec any suggestions that you

‘would 1ikc to tell the Comaission about of your ideos that might

inmprove the saocurity of the president, and you might comment
upon 1n£ornat:lori .thc .Cp%mission has reccived.

You have a special appropriation that is related to that arca.

1ir. loover. Well, I, at the request of ~--

oho Chairman. Director, before you get into that question,

and m;:y I as;k somcthing that I would like to hear you discuss in |
this Banec comxection?. |

Hr. Hoover. ¥Yos.

Thoe Chairuan. ¥You have told us ‘that you had no jufisdiction

doun there in ballas ‘ovor this crine.

1ir. lloover. rhat is correcte.

CONFIDENTIAL Lo
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. Yho Chaimnaean. .uccauso thcr'e 45 no federal crime committed.
; ( N a/nu 1 assw.c that that causcd you soire oimbarrassment and sowe ¢
confusion in doinyg your vork? . .
O fir. Mloover. It most certainly did. 4
ghe Chairman. because of the likelihood of your being in.
conflict with other authorities.
po you Lelicve thiere should be a fedcrai law?

}ir. lioover. I ama very strongly in favor of that.

The Chairnan. Iqainst an atteupt to assassinate the
Presiuent? -
tix. loover. I am very strongly in favor of legislation being
enacted and enacted pzonptly that will make 4% 2 fedoral crime
5ol-£v attcupt3upon the 1ife of the president and the Vice presi-
dent, and waybc pdssibly the next tm“ession, the Speaker
anu the P'resident Pro ‘fempore of the Senateg booauec r hhhm
¢swald case, we could not take custody- 62 him, 1£ we had had
‘\ - juqisuiction we would have taken custody of him and I do not belicw
. ho would have been killed by I‘ubenstein,Wh
to-Gsnalidytinrtiensbone, The fatlure tg have thet Ju tsdiction
+he P o
was c.xr.remely anbarrasainge X tlxinkA¢ has’ c#oated o groat-fog of
spaculation that will go on for ycars, bocause of the things
() that 08wald might have been able to M/ M
would have baen of ansistanco in pinning down various

- . Y ;7S PR f' ' m _
1 ' phases 02 this o dona now by e collactiwy et

A
& ovidence fron third parties, ond not from shewramiy himsolf.

CONF}\{NTIAL
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hw, as to the publicity that took place in Dallas, X was '

very tauch W with that. ilcA¥P~vcwowsew have in tho FBI

N ( a criune laboratory that furnishes free scrvic;__ to all law 'onfo'rco-.-'
L] - .
H ”

smaant agencilos of tho country.

O : = a .

. o ‘1 Any law onforcenont agency can send imto our labortory hore *

‘ in vashington any speeémen-bsley=iewc, cvidencegmblood, dirt

dust, guns, anything of that kind'rand our lnboratory examines it

. . . and t.hcn malseambles reporty back to the .lorl polﬁ:e departnent s

’

Theo
wiat was b2ing done in thcAOswald casc in-the—coriy-sbigos—of

&, and.alimost as soon as the report would rcach the Dallas police

; S department, the Chief of Policc or one of the representatives,
of the bcpax;tmcnt would‘ qgo on Swe TV owadio and eewd “7‘
O »agmeet of the FLI, givg :lnformationAas w th;zldentific‘:aéion
of the gﬁn,.t.;anamhgx_, and ax=me other Aphysical L evidenco.
How, that % concerned me for soveral reasons. In the ;
first place, I don't think cascs should be tried in the newspapors,

; Comte
e I think uw a ghoxt and simplc statcment-Aurade when a

pcrson iv nrtejzr amsl the M details of the evidence

W rctained until you go into coutt to tryﬂﬁ‘r cadds
. .tmt.‘econdly, it Avo c:catcl a great decal of spoculation
m;on the part of the proses m-. very aggressive
G press coverage at Dallasg &k I vas 5o concerned Sebhewssbemt

that I asked my agent in charge at Dallas, Mr. Shanklin, to

personally gya to Chief Curxry and % tel) him that I insistod that

com}?ﬁmm
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prve receled.
he not go .on the air any rore until this ekiwy wan edeswed

Wiy “ntil all tho cvidence had bLeen cxamined, Yaad I did not

. (. uant any statoments madc concorning the progress of. the investiga-

; O tion. Bccau se of the fact the President ha} asked me to t.ake

+a cann yé#

: charge of Symtgg~tiess I insisted that ho,\xefrain from zublic
statements, +-membors-ot- LS

There was an officer in his department whe was constantly

on the radio or giving out nte:‘}iw. The Chief concurred in
M’«Oj F"« 12 M
’zcuﬁand thercafter refrained,bdt of course by that time the

A
identitication of the gun was kno-m,the caliber of tho gun whore
fpwud"u
. it had coume from, where it hid been bought and
O théayuliioh we had run down in Chicago and had turnished to the

Dallas police department.

If the casc had bLeen £n the hands 0f the FBI none of that
&um e +he u‘a.tm.t',,f. +h

,\,«’matpwould have been given ou:f u had face the Aprejudice of
tho community Wm_wmm

) A. . "“vp NL
. o Ma change of venue, Vith the publicity)gohg

+o o
ih—add soned

Oty I don't know whoxt you could have changed the ‘venue A
the newspapers all ovor tre ;tnto cover ity and-llsustan

I think bho-uouston reportar was the

r
t irst ono who gavo—ahe—inlfomsatles, wroto WMO
Q | e tt'mt Oswald was an informant of the FDI, POt enO=suth .
. . ' .

Wo wont to the nawspapor roporter. le refused to tall us

CONFIBENTIAL

e .
TR N e s '




) \

R i

oSty OB L < an 4

i

001 Vs A RN I i et i, Nl 18
.

o B N b e

NP A7 J. S S,

-~ . . e aa- —— s G mme e .em me = - - L e o cmm S M e S e & e e e S bece

“20 N .
' C CONZké%E}AL ‘wgz 6557
his bourco.aad”n. said he adAheard it Waﬂw
GW

hinm the namcs of Wﬂ we 4

In . othor ‘words, I was trying to nail dovn wharc éind this

I

lie start, :rhat, of course, is always the result where you .
arc shesédng daily giving out press interviews because the ptess
wants. gtorics despcratcly. tic have alws ndoptcd the policy

in the Bureau of no gomment until we m-,-m—un—oﬂw,

have the warrantA make the arroest_ amd fhen a release 15 I

' prepared b:&fly stating what the facts aro, what th Aconpla nt

says M—Jﬁm Ic conmplaint 6. filed with the Conmissi.ones

and that ends it.
{ we don't try to run it out for a weck or ten days,m

voeks. It is up to - the U.S.
. m o
Attorney thercafter and the court tc try caseg I was

concerned vespsgmesaly concernes about the _(loinaﬁd‘ for chgnge of
venua,: bocause the-ssaxics, all tho evidence was being given
outy udlt that time, of corrae, we didn't know that Cswsald

wvas going to Le killed, Bt there was a possibility that he

might be confronted Vliﬂl some of this cvidcncc,{f it had been

kapt secrot andAin the interrogation of h yjust controntinq im
oh or Duo :

A
with wh was found, picturc of-him with the gung
W ﬂw .
latar was-ebteinced; lofrd av-been-ocenfranted with that.,,

CONFXENTIAL
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A small thing can ofton make a man break and como forward
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with a full confcus!.bn. lmIf he knows in advance that you

.

haVc et certain Shiags ho Ls—qahg-io ba on quard against answer-
Cosndl, and.
ing shese qucution...k ¢ ius always adviscd of his riqhtﬂ‘ﬂi’

Seot that 3;0 can hawe an attorncy, these-tlbnec “ always make a
point of.‘ He generally have 3R-0uUL CiGos—s—phusisbtiy 2 raputable
physician of the coiswunity present in our office while the prlsoncr

&o sl wenin X1y tohim @ +ho ol

is t.lwre,ﬁia bLe able to testify whesdax he hasAbeen Ln.—-uq-dc
gwwmnw thixd doqree

st omahrde
Co that o sadicsitesvimomy-ErTEEEITET-and Me

4s oxamined when he comes in and he is cxamined ﬁi;uwe take
. hin b;';.m the Cotmissioner. Taking him before tha Commissioner -
in a casc like Oswaldgwould probably haua-wed—to have been donc.
within mesplse four or five hours. Vannauexr.
f _ GARGAL o W -
gonexally it ia. 'Aie try toﬁ)nop within fn hour.’
49eT khat mgkes it more difficult, you have gpR to work faster,

But uqain Izmin £avOr Of ,mielatdie having the Wst)f e
" law enforccuent officc-%. as tightly bound down as we can, with .

uue respect for tha interests of ‘oci.cty.

Of course, thero uust Lo an cqual balance, thame. MHITTtO0

. W

ofeerrwo;of—coursey Fr years havo had a rxule againat third
ﬁ\dbl : A

degraecl, but ycars ago smmps, many police depaxtments used the

t.hj.xd degyreo. I think ‘vzry few of them uge it now because 1!

y the civil rights “statutos
com?(n’mn

they use it dxoy
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and wa havu—to ancstigate t.hem for havinq brutally handled
a prisoncr ond um &llegations are m&:e unfa :'lz against ... :
pouco officcers Athcy have used third degrco‘and we are ablo -

to prove thay haven't in our investigationf,

That is particularly true whore ¢ civil rights natt‘ez':.".

» involved. Ve have tlnao—h&ud-af cases 1n ! e

by n;aas vhero 9 civil rights agitation is going on. -
 Mr. Rankin, #r, Hoover, to reuind you of my question,

any s 'stions that you may have concerning the protection of . .

tho Praesident, and the infermation that the Commission has that

- you have an special appropriation in that connection for the’

- Bureau. ) ;
do Mcf ' <

Nr. lioover. ¥a dewlt hawa spacial appropriation for -the
protection of the President. hest F@ Sccrot sorvicg, of course, has
that responsibility. wwt An Decenber 2, I pr'epared thig memorandum -
for the President, and for the Chicf of the s;cret Service at the.
roquest of the Presidenc, outlining suggestions that I folt _'

shonld be considered to tightén up on the security of the

- President.

If the Commission desires I will be glad to leave this or

I will bo glad to read it to the Commission.

Rop. Doggs. VWhy don'’t you ask the Director just to '

sumnarizo it. -
Mr., Rankin. Will you swunarize 1t?

Hr. bulles. Can we have a copy of it? . .

CONFIDENTIAL .
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tir. .lloover., 'Oh, ycs,.
lep. Ford. Could the coxiy be put in the recoxd as an

exhibit?
i
lir, l,x%ver. Yes, sir, that is all right with me. I have

no objection to,it. e
R VA Mo :
Fixs M ajvxse the Secrct Service ac far in

b P

advance as possible of Atravcl plans and proposed Lti.nerary. Tho

reason for that is there have been Presidents who suddenly

decide they are going @ somewhere and the Secret Service,

deta, m '
o:.-oou:ao.,.;ﬁ:u have the chance always to covor the area and

chock the neighborhood and check the hotel- or place where it may °
be, .
Rex;. Boggs. You havc one like that right now, }Zr.. Director.
My.lloover. I know from exper.i.once.
Second, avoid publicizing exact gsoups of travel as long
as possible. Mgain, it has been the practice in the past

to announce the Prasident is going Gemyo along a certain
awea and, therefore,. great crowds will gather along that erea. )

And, therefore, I thought that was sonething that should not
be givon out and tho President should be taken along some

routes which are not announced.

At the prosent timo, he goes to citios and ho wants to sce

Mﬂand tho crowd wants to scc hinm. ’ ‘tu
he -

In ballag, Ivu route sz publicizedﬁu hours before so

w
evarybody kncw where he"ucs driving. .

CONFIXNTIAL
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Do chird, usc a specially arnored car with bullot proof glass

5 and have such cars xcadlly available in locﬁona frequently visited.
) The President, as I observed carlier in ny tostlnw Ead

oo arnored car.“v. has one now which I suppliecd I\M and they

O will have one made no doubt in dua time for the rresident's use.

But $f it had boon armorcd, I beliove President Kennedy would

) ba alive today. : .
l-‘oui';‘.avoid setting a abcciﬂc pattern of travel or other

L. activity such as visjting the samo church at the same time each

e : F
Sunday. Mubli appearances, use faaximun feasible

screening of persons in attendance including use of dotection

N TR Y ans
= e

devicas censitive to the arount of mctal required in a fire-
arn or grenade.

: cnd, .

: O ““Pww, use a bullet proof shiold in front of theentire
rostrum in public appcarances such as tho swearing in ceremony
at the Capitol on inauguration day, the presidential reviewing

stand in front of the Vhite liousc on the same day and on

G W P ES I e

the rear of trains.

i . Third, keop to a minimum the President's movemonts within

crouds, romain -00' the rostrum after the public addresses rather
+han tingling with the audience. S
: Aguin,.'w great diffficulty in that field.
j O ’ bpearances at public sporting ovonts such as football
: gales, z‘cmn:ln in ono placo rather than changing sides d;ring

st half tino ceremonies.
T B o s
CONFIDENTIAL
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{biscussion off the record.)
nr. Dulles. JAbout the farrored car you said if .
Konnedy had an arwored car that might have saved . hin.

Would the back of the armored car have some protection to

protest his hced?

Mr. Moover. Oh, ycs.
tir. bulles. Becausc if the armored car had beaen opon ===

Hr. llcover. lie must never ride in an open car; that has
Leen my recownendation.’

Mr. Dulles. The back never comcs down? .

Kr. lioover. The back never coxcs down’ and shes is bullet-
proof,sne Ke top )ald sidofand tis under part are a'llA{ulet
proof construction. SO tnat crcept by opgning a window and

waving throucj\ the window ﬂ o;;son can shoot through the window if

the glass window is lowered.

Keep to infioum the P:eoident's movements within ?
ngling

+youain o e rostrusafter pub addresses ather than

e audience.

. rou:th, in npponrancep at p:b:i?por ing ovent ‘such/av
. football s :em‘ﬁ.:\‘)n ono plnc ather than ngeinq

sid du:i.ng tho ‘half tine coremonioa.

Fifth, limit public appearanccs by use ot the tolevhlon

- »
whonever

six?‘ avold walking in public except when absolutaly

couvy)ﬁ"nn

NGCOSBATY.
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low, on legyislation, X rcc',omonded that the President and the

Vico President bo added to the lict of Fedcral officors scot
. ( out in 80ction 1114, title 18 of the U, S. Code which doa;.a yith
O assaults n— aro puni.shablo undor ¥ Fodoral law.
kx. lumun. You would add to that I undorstood trovbu_ur
prior rewarks, the Speakor and thz President Pro Tempore?
Mr. Hoover. In view of the situation which prevails at the

. present tine the Spoaker and President Pro Temporo, in

other words, the linoe of succession under tho constitution but

not below that, : o S
On the other hand —- off the record.
(Dsccussion off the record.)
v Mr. lHoover. Second, furnish thae Sccrot Service .hp-oved
_ O a uthority to request assistance and cooperation from other United
States aygencies including the milit;-nry, particularly in connection'.

with foreign travel. : . g :

Now, my rcason for that is that

e asmmwmw ascistance
hag to: clear throuqh rpgd tape channels ta.ba_oi“-od-naybe here
Fhrsa
EERaRt—0X sone

at washington

high official of govornmentg an emergency ariscs abroad,.

’ ve troops in thesa co : or evon in this country

- it may be of such charaoter N

i ' you ‘h;?vetr‘t gak timo to pon{e back

to Washington .ox' to ' p \ona back to the Pcntagop.they ought t6 be

conry%«rm
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fmscdiatoly available by calling on the lozccl authorities
and the ncarest deeed military authority.wm-m_
areen
Third, improve control of the sale of firearms requir-
ing as o minimum‘zegintration of evory fircarm sold togethgr
with a'dcquate identification of the purchaser.
Wne problem of fircarmg"is under
" extensive deb&te, in both the llousc and Senate at the present time.
zh“ gun that Oswald used%ought by mail order from a
mail order house in Chicagomno license for it, no permit for it,

no checkup on it. The only way wo were able to trace i1t was

me to find out whera in t.his.country

that italian made gun was soldg -erd found company in
Chicago and later ma mail order slip that had been sent i:y
Oswald to Chicago . to get the gun.
Now, there are argumcnts,. of Coursg ==
. Hr. pulles., In a false nama.

- Mr. lloover. In a false 'namc,

Y] i 4
Thoro amss argument), of courso, that e pass 'firearms

tshation . Z )
L’&L&:ﬁ-ﬂ\ you are going to take the privilege of ‘hunting away

fron . tha sportsmen of tho country. I don't share that view with

any great d'ogrbe of sympathy because you have to got a license to

drivo an autorobile and you have to got a license to have a dog,

and I soe no roagon why & man shouldn't be willing, if he is a gt

CONFJHENTIAL
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law-abiding catizen, to have a license to geé a fircarm whothor it
’ -

%e or raevolver.0ot “d“. ) Nt

It is not gecing to curtail his exctcisc of shooting g® ﬁ-}

sport because tha police W@l make a check of his bacquound. It

be a 14

he-is a man who is ontitled to a gun, a gmef law-abiding citizen,

a permit will be granted.
of course, tocay ppapmahhameef fircarwms control s prqctically.

negligible, and I think some steps should be taken along that

dine. .
Fourth, a ban &f pickcting within the vicinity of the

White liousc e as is now donc at the U. S. Capitol and Supreme

Court.
Ma‘zxre of theu !:: well-meaning and law-abidi.ng

dndividuals, some are for peace and soine aAxe abssigy RMOXe Or less

s dedicated Comnunisgts.
Rep. doggs. It is illegal to picket a Fedoral court now, - ¢

Hr. Director, 1 happen to bo thae author of that law.

‘- Hr. lioover. Yes, I an g:l.-t.d'you had that law passed. Of
course, thcy picket -public buildi.ngs, they ocae~dewn—end march
: Y T

around tho Department of Justicc ndv and then bu(: the

*.

principal placcs they prcfe: to go) - tho Suprone Courth build-

1ng onel tho Capitol and its a; fziunds and the White House.
[TPOWYS

X think such “large or small, should be torbidden.

X think at the White llouse they tricd to get tho pickets to walk
across tho struot along Lafayette Park. tbat.-c“o\alhr—elong :

conr))énml. -
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Lafeyossv-tauesve. “That at lecast.’ ta).ca tbc:a away from being close

¥ to the gatr."’nt the ¥hite llouse. y I think there ought :

to bo gone control,m icketing, of course, 1g legitimate
if it is orderly. Hany times it docs.n't continucAordcrly, and
somatincs ehkeme pickets, as in this ‘i'l‘have thrown thgmsolves
on the pavement and the police have to come and pick themup cr ¢ ‘

drag them awaye amdd ghen, of course, the charge is made of

- brutality right away.

- .
i' Dolcgations v:.sit.br :‘M ask why I don't

arrest a police officer for Wrn—m

whew
hitting some Nagro sat he is arresting in a s:lt-:ln sttike'u
lay=-in strike or,-- wo in some ef-bhese southaxrn

A
citios.
4uﬁun\£i
© eI, Wb have no »hght make an arrest of that kind.
Under the authority the Bureau has we have to submit thoscktﬂ the

Departmcnt of Justice and A hey apthorize us to make ﬂ::arreat .
ve will do it, but-we-Sanlé-iust—go-swt~sund-nakie-a-cisiven's

,
It A W’c&%ﬁd’nost.

Zbob in general are the sentente—ed-~&he rccommendations

I nade and'x will hame-

RARSL L9 e - ol =~ . . et iﬂnish the Committee with

Hr. Rankin., Hr. lMoover, I would like' to ask you in regard

CONFIRENTIAL
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to your rgcomtandations, do you think you have adcquntoly
taken into account that the President is not only tho Chlcf
( - Exacutive but also necessarily a- politician under our aystem? .
'::) . Fr, jloover. I have tnken that into account, and I would like
to say this off the rocord. K
{Discussion off thc record.)

#ir. Rankin. That is all I have, Hr. Chairman.

The Chairman. Any othex questions, geatlemen?

:
.
4
-

Rep. Bogys. I would just like to thank the Director

again for all the help he has given us.
tir. Mloover., I am Lappy to.
The Chairuan. X would, too, on behalf of the Conmmission,
" ur., birector, 1 would not only lika to thank you for your ‘testi~
<:> nony but for your cooperation that your people have éiven us -
throughout this entire 1nveat1g§tion. |

Mr. llcovar. Thank you very much.

The Chairman. I also want.io add one other thing, having
in mind the testimony you gave that this is still an open
1nvestiqution, that should anythfng come to your attention
that you boueve this 0anmission has cither ovnrlooked or
shouldlook into you fecl frco to ask us to do it.

v Mr. licovor. I would most cortainly do that,
‘ (:) : . . ohe Chairman. To do it. |

) tir. Hoover. I want to give all the cooporation I can to

this most difficult task you have.

o com)&mn
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Rep. Ford. One question. *

6568

The othor day when we had the state, Justice, Judiciary L
Appropriation bill bafore the full Conmittee on appropriations ==

NHr. lloover, Yes.

Rep. Ford. == and I am not a merber of that subcommittee,
I noticed a provision in the bill, as I recall, to the effect
funds for or sometining of that content, of FBI responsibiii;iés
for the protection of the Precsident.

Mr. lloover. There is a provision for funds that we can use
for the apprehension éf a man who has been declared a .
fugit%ve from justice, that is where a man has committed a
crime, a warrant i{s out for him andle has fled or where he has

hscaped from a penitentiary. I don't recall offhand any speci=

. £ic ApptOpriatlon for the protection of the Pre;ffgg&:__J?

12uu:Lguuul-u.—bo-o~p&aussiqn_;n"gn;“gppzopzsasiau—years

(-1

I will look at the appropriation bill, I may be wrong there

but I am qufﬁo cortain that is so.
Rep. Ford. It was my racollection ys I was looking
at the bill in Committee there was a phrase to this efféct S
i think it might bo helpful for .
t

tho record to get whatover the history is of that if it is -still

con?(mm _ I
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a matter of the bill or the lav.
Hr. loover. I reomembor th'at at thé time Mr. Curtis was
( ‘ Vice Prosidont, ho was Scnator and then vice President, at that -

tino he insiotad that ho wanted FBI agents with him and nobody

MWW ave

) : - ] and
d\ Tork o Vact wm , -
en Hr. Nixon ho was protected by the Sacret Soxvice oW )
waﬂ

Rig.bougc, and whea Fr. Johnson, it was the sane thing.

Wmmm Zput
W .WW a.
O VWM‘“MW‘MM he became Vice
vrxesident bho wanted to have FBI men, 1f it was necessary.
SWwmomb-ta~me’p&bifd"fﬁﬁitféﬁ'i‘iﬁé’r'e _. . .A
| he-would-havae people .bothexr you or try to press up too-closa |
IR  coyow-he—feit- it-dosirable-to have s&icbody with hii™and he
asked for ‘PDY -and there was t.hen placed in the _appx:opriati'on bi;l
wirkoh—had-not—beenin thammhofora that. prouisian-wacould Luxuish
. . that gxmmm;.m.gusg ,ﬁggiéLn_,Wrmd an.ci
N ‘wa have no-avehouity.ta prokect. memthaxwhich
j C : mﬂng;«Wﬂ»hﬁuﬂemmt@l--ﬂe

(Q Secret sBrvjy

Weey askod us to let them hnyo"udditional manpowor and wo'

CONFADENTIAL i "'\(WW
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have donc so.

Repr—Fondr—rhat -may be -why--Lt-war-includedtn-—the-bi1l

Rep. Ford. I think it would be helpful if you would have
a meworandum pre.pared.

Mr. Hoover. I will be glad tb..

Rep. Ford., Showing the history of this provision from .
its inception and whether or ot it is in the billvot the pro-
posed law for fiscal 196S.

Hr.iuoover. Yes, sir,

Rep. Ford. And the juktiﬂ.cauon you have indicated,

Mr. lloover. That was not taken up, I know, in the testi-
uw‘

: o
* mony before the /\Cbmmittee. Nhobhorewomsody-irawinrortee-that

iathe-Comnitiea.sinee. thia-shing happened, Lhat-CSEEIIONY

w, X §ave the testimony before the Committec in

January, and the testimony wasn't released until two week- ago ewd

the bill shat was reported out lo-th

| 1nnensed-bhet—baciminte-ibmbut IE was not discussed in the
hearings thet-were—-hedd-on-it.

Ur. Rankin. #Hr, Rankin, Mr, Chairman, in order to complete;
the raecord, may I ask to have the nunb§r 866 assignaed to the
detter that l;h:. {loover is going to nend about protectlon of the
Pruident, and have it admitted to thi- record under that numbor.

l'ho chaimn. -Yu, .l.t may bo. SRR
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' Rop. FPord, Also a numbor for this memo Hr. lloover is going

LY

o

to subnit, .

,( S Hr. Rankin, Hay X assign 8677 r
~ . .
i 0 . The Chairman. Yos. H

- .

(Commission Exhibit los. 86§ and 867 wero marked for
identification and received in evidence.)

The Chairman. The Commission will be in ordex.

Pirector HéCono, it is customary for the Chairman to make.

a short statement to the witness as to the testimony that is

o expected to ba givén.
" I will read it at this uma.’ . .
Hr. BcCone will be asked to testimy Ol'.l whethex lee llarvey
Oswald was ever an agent directly ox 1ndi:ect_1y, or an inforwer
O or acting on behalf of the Central Intelligence Agency in
. any capacity at any time, and whether ﬁe knows of any cred'ible '
evidence or of any conspiracy either domestic or foreign ‘dnvolved
in the assassination of Preéideqt Kennedy, also with regard to an
suggestions and recommendations he may have concerning improve-~
ments or changes S.n. provisions .for the protection of the
President of tl.xe l;nited States.

Would you please rise and ba sworn,

Do you somenly swoar the testimony you are about to give

C - " bofore this Comwission shall be the truth,.the whole truth and
-/ nothing but the truth, oo help youvcoq_? ’
Mr.HcCone. I do. e

condmaL



