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Ess er foe 

— unti9 STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUus1CE 
ae FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION     

; Dallas, - Texas. 
2 26, 1964 - 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT. 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY .** 

NOVEMBER 22, 1963. DALLAS 4 TEXAS   

  

On ‘May 3 21, 1964, Mr. ‘Blue’ Beathard, “Managing ‘Editor, " 

"enderson Daily News," Henderson, Texas, made available a copy o£ 

a story written by him, which is. located on page 6 of the "Henderser 

Daily News" dated. Tuesday, May i, 1964, which reads as follows: 
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a MANN SAYS VISION WARNED HIM OF KENNEDY DEATH 1m ‘ADVANCE 

  

   

  

   

  

oe "B, A. Birdwell, a Me. Enterprise ‘farmer, ‘said. . 

Tuesday that he had a vision concerning President © 

Kennedy's assassination two weeks before it happened and 

tried to warn Dallas authorities of the danger.       

    

         
= “Nobody would take his warning ‘seriously; according 

to Birdwell, _ who is a parttime preachers oe 

  

   

  

"Birdwell said he. received his “first tyision from os 

God' about two weeks before the assassination. The vision 

showed that Kennedy would be shot in the back of the head, 

he said. Birdwell claims. he told County penetien chou 

Ferguson and Assistant County . Attorney Robe len about 

the vision before Kennedy's death.. Ferguson. says he does. 

not xemember any such discussion.’ SS 

    

      

   

     
  

      

          

   

    
Boe “On the “day ‘Kennedy was “shot in Dallas, Birdwell say 

he had a second vision about an hour before-the actual 

- shooting. It gave more details of: ‘tthe tragedy, he say 

. . Birdwell ‘said he could see. ‘the brick building at thes 

_ corner of Commerce and Elm in Dallas and also saw the 

assassin in his visions oo) 1. : 

     

  

      
    
    

    

  
  

  

oS 

“ee ze in en Og Ter tener se



  

  

   
   

   
    

   

   
   

   

  

“ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT © _ 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY - 

- NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, “TEXAS . 
oe eS : 

en é “According to Birdvell ‘he hastily ‘called the » Dallas 

“-~-. County Sheriff's Department and told them about his ©. -: 

vision. He said’ the man he talked with, who he thinks . 

. was the sheriff, did not take his ‘warning seriously.’ 

      

   

    

   

a B . tour President could have been “saved if he “had only | 

a believed me» | Birdwell said. | a 

  

. pirdwelL says ‘the vision ‘about President Kennedy was 

not the first forewarning he has hed about a tragic event. 

In 1947 he claims he received a vision about the Texas City. 

~ disaster reveral days before it: happened. Birdwell says. 

he was working in Texas City at the time. - In’ ‘this vision 

_ he gaw a large number of buildings destroyed. Birdwell -.... . - 

gays he told his boss about the vision and quit his job to ps ad 

return to Mt. Enterprise. He tried to preach on the wees SE 

streets to warn the people in Texas City, he says, but. 2 

they would not believe him. A few days after he left Texas - 

City the city was rocked by the explosion which killed more 

than 400 people, he claims. io TEE 

    
    

         
       

     

  

   

    

     
= “upirdwell says he wrote a letter to we Yenaeds" about 

his vision and received a letter from her. | He- plans to ne 

write to her again to ‘Bive her. more details oF the vision     
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a he had interviewed ‘Birdwell, “and had © 

sugh in his own mind he’ feels Birdwell is 
er tee re Me erty 

      
       

. Mr. ‘Beathard sul 

printed the story, even th: 

a mental case. 

: “On “My 21, 1964, Me. Wiitian Ferguson, Rusk County Attorney, 

Henderson, Texas, furnished the following informations. voles 

. Pus pi Fife EF Hes Cp pst : 

: . "Ben aPfirdwell, Mount Enterprise, Texas; “hs known in ‘tae 

a county as being mentally unbalanced. . Birdwell claims to receive 2:2... 

 "ytgions from the Lerd" telling him of coming events. It is always, Ol 

after these events have already happened that Birdwell will tell ~ 

people of having had a vision predicting this event,. | Birdwell has 

no occupation. other than he ‘occasionally butchers cattle for peopl 

and he’ also © preaches & some on stree orners. in Hende on and : 

Mount Enterprise... or ey wat ppt 
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ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT |. oJ: 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY =. -- 
NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS =" 

" |. ._ a J eo, La Se RT ee oe eins elute, 

eS f “On asout May 15, 1564, Birdwel 2 in to Ferguson's... 

office and Fergusen!s-assiztant, Robert 7Allen, and Tax Assessor and 

Collector vonme Haskins , Jr., were also in Ferguson's office. 20 

Birdwell told them he had a "vision from the Lord" the previcus 2+ 

that some seamen were going to kill President Lyndon B. Johnson..." 

Birdwell wanted Ferguson to call President Johnson and to warn hin 

of what Birdwell had seen in this vision. When Ferguson refused to 

make the call, Birdwell then accused Ferguson of being responsible - 

for the assassination of President John F, Kennedy. Birdwell e2i4 © 

he had been in Ferguson's office about two weeks before Presidcert: 

Kennedy was assassinated, and had told Ferguson and Robert Allen 

he had had a "vistoa" that President Kennedy would be assassinated © 

in Dallas, and that Ferguson had refused to do anything about 2%... 

Birdwell said he had then called the Sheriff's Office in Dallas, ./ =. .:. 

_ ‘Texas, at 11:00 a.m., on November 22, 1963, and had told them of. 7 

the impending assassination, and had even described to them the- ~_ 

building and the window from which the fatal shots would be fired. 

  

  

  

      

cove. Mr. Ferguson continued that both he and Robert Allen toid : 

Birdwell they could recall no such conversation pertaining to the ..... 

impending assassination of President Kennedy, and that this conver~ 

sation had never occurred. . a 
mss 

oo On the morning of May 19, 1964, Birdwell again came to. 

Ferguson's office and exit the local newspaper wanted his. picture 

“and the picture of Ferguecn, Allen, and Tommy Haskins, Jr., who. 

” Birdwell.then said had also been present during the conversation 

- two weeks before the aseassination of President Kennedy. . Birdwell 

> gaid he bad written to Mrs. John F, Kennedy. and told her of the...” 

-. incident concerning his vision, and she had written him a letter 2 

"requesting a picture of him and the people to whom he had furnish 

  

    ‘this information. 

  

   
   

  

       

     

      
      
      

      

  

fos)" Ferguson eaid he again assured Birdwell that no such 3. 0. 

conversation had occurred and that he and Allen had no intention of. <» 

“having their photographs taken witl Birdwell. Ferguson also notified 

the newspaper that the information being Supplied by Birdwell was net. 

“true, ‘and he had no intention of being photographed with Birdwell: 
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ASSASSINATION .OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 9? 
NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEEAS 

2 : “DMrdwell then cout: Ak ted tonsy nekins, ‘Jr., who also told 

Birdwell he had not besn present during the alleged conversation,’ 

and would not consent to be photog graphed with Birdwell. - te - 

  

  

     

  

Ye. Ferguscn coatimied ‘that Birdwall ‘paid he wes going to 2 

pray thet Ferguzen, Allen, and Betkin’ «w2uld resezber the conversation. ©: : 

Birdwell etsyed around the court heuge meet of that day, and later in = 

the day, Birdwell asked him een ifbhe remembered this conversation | 

_ and Ferguson again 3213 Es aid ne Birewell then ssid the devil wea 

“din Ferguson end if wes fer tht of veison that: Ferguson could not 
      
    

   

      

  

      

      

    

      

  

on the evening af, May 19, 1964, the "endergon Daily hiews" 

carried a story concerning che alleged vigion by Birdwell, and. 

Birdwell's alleged conversatioa with Ferguson and Allen prior | to | ; 

7 the assassination of President Fann ne dye : 

  

“ On Mey, mn, 1964, Mr. Tommy saskins, Je., Rask County Tax 

Assessor ani G Pallector,, Headecson, Texas, eae xed the following : 

information: +." Se a Co 
       

"Ne has been sequadated with Ben A. “Birdwell of Mount’ 
Enterprice, Texss, for many years and hss c onversed with him on many 

occasions. In hie aginks, Birdwell is a religious fanatic, who is: pe 

also mentally unbalanced. 
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on app ox aly. May 15, 1964, he wae in the of ffice ‘ot 

~ County Avtoracy Willigm Farguzon and Assiatent County Attorney Robert 

~. Allen’ was aleo present. At that tine, Birdwell sald something about . 

having hed a "vision {cow the Lord" that some Eseman or éeamen were. 

going to kill President Lyndon BR, Jobason. Birdwell also said seme- 

thing about havyiug beex in Perguc on's effice about: two or three we-ks 

prior to the aseascinatiou of Prezidsnt Kennedy, and of having | told «. 

Ferguson and Allen of a vision that President Kenvedy was to he vee io 

assassinated. Both Ferguson and Allen de ted that ony such conversation 

had taken pisce 
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   SASSINATION OF PRESIDENT. 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 0° 

’ NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS     
  

   

   

        

         

   

    

Pes 4 On the uerning of Hay 19, 1964, Birdwell came to his ; 

office and said he had a photographer coming at 12:30 p.m., that: 

. day as Mra. Jchu ¥.’ Kennedy wanted his picture and the picture ot.: 

' Haskins, William Ferguson, and Robert Allen fer her-album. At tki 

time, Birdwell said he had aleo told Haskins before the assassinati 

of President Kennedy that the assassination was to take place..:.- 

Haskins assured Birdwell he had not been present during any such -. 

conversation, and that Birdwell had not told him of any such visicn 

_ prior to the assassination of President’ Kennedy.” 9°" 

on 

   Ses.) Om May 21, 1964, Mr. Ben Allen Birdwell, mailing address 

~~ General Delivery, Mvant Enterprise, Texas, furnished the folloving 

| Information: = 9-206 ee Se Pog ie as 

oe He is a waite wile, born March 8, 1908, at Mount Enterprise ~~ 

Texas. He is married, has nine living cnildren by his third wife,.° 

ages 2 to 13, and he has a seventh grade education. He is unable to.) 

write but has learned to print. He has a small tract of land and a. 

three-room house in which he and his family live. He does not fa:s. 

his land as it is in the Soil Bank Program. He picks up odd jobs, 

but has no steady work or source of income. His electricity and. 

telephone have both been disconnected due to overdue bills. =... - 
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Me. Birdwell continued that since 1947 he has been receiving 
ling 900 

          

  

~ “visions from the Lord" aud also “yadto waves from the Lord” tel 

.,.. him of impending disas ters and deaths. Although no church will 2% 

aecept him as a minister, iz gpenda a lot of his time preaching 

* the highways and on the streets. When he gets emotional in his.. 

_ delivery, he then speaks in the unknown tongue. 

ua" Bhout two weeks prior to’Novesber 22, 1963, he had a "vision: 

from the Lord" in the middle of the night, warning him that President ~ 

- John F.. Kennedy would be assassinated in Dallas, Texas. . The next day. 

“he went to the Post Office in Movat Enterprise, Texas, and purchased 

'" @ stamped envelope from Mr. Brinkley, the Postmaster. He had Mr.- 

Brinkley address the envelope to President John F.° Keonedy in .-:: 

Washington, D, C., as he, Birdwell, does not write well. He also 

wanted, Brinkley to write a letter warning President Kennedy that he 
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ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT ©: - *-» 

_ JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY” ~~ =” 

NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS 
So eco es pO 8 ates 

was to be assassinated but Brinkley refused. Birdwell then printed ' 

a letter to President Kennedy, warning him, and mailed it at the. 

Post Office. He never received a reply to this letter. 0000). 
     
ee "We believes it was about the same day he went to Henderson,: BAS 

Texas, and told William Ferguson, the County Attorney, and Robert Allen; 

Assistant Cotnty Attorney, in the presence of Tommy Haskins, Jr., the ..°. 4 

Tax Assessor, of the impending assassination of President Kennedy. He. 3 

told Fergugon to call President Kennedy for him but Ferguson refirsed. 

Now Fergucon, Allen, and Haskins all deny he told them of the impending © 

_assassination.: Wie wes       
    i 

    

i=" At approximately 11:30 a.m., November 22, 1963, he was) 

praying at home, and had another "yision from the Lord" showing him «9 > 

‘the locationof the building in Dallas and the window from which the . > 

fatal bullets would be fired at President Kennedy that afternoon, He = -° 

tried to use his ow telephone, but "the devil was in his phone," 266: 

_- Lt would not work. He then drove into Mount Enterprise and used-the ° 

- pay telephone at the bus station, having the operator charge it to - 

his home number, 3536, Mount Enterprise. He called the Dallas -- 

Sheriff's Office and tatked to some man, and told him of his vision’. =... 

and that President Kennedy would be assassinated that afternoon. This - 

man thanked him but said he did not think the Lord would put out any- - 

such visions.» 
      
   

"He continued that he wrote to Mrs, John F. Kennedy, and, 

in-this letter of consolation, he enclosed a newspaper clipping which” 

“"" gold of his son being shet in the head by his uncle in Mount Enterprise: 

about two days after the assassination of President Kennedy. Also in... 

this article was mention of donations being sent to Birdwell although = 

he did not ask Mrs. Kennedy for a donation. He received a letter from 

‘Mrs. Kennedy's secretary, which he displayed, which thanked him fcx 

his letter of consolation, and it also said Mrs. Kennedy would be .. 

unable to help him as she was utilizing all her ‘resources to build | 

   
    

  

     

  eke 
telling 
they ever got a chance. There 

the seamen were not identified, . 
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NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS wi

h 
Se 
sa

at
 
e
b
d
h
c
d
o
 

ara
bia

 
hd

l 
ci
n 
Sh

ee
dy

 
ba

d 
Be 

: 
: 

in
te
 

bh
ee
e 

: “Oa May 19, 1964, he went ‘to ‘Henderson, Texas, end told 

the newspaper about his visions in November, 1963. He wanted to_ 

get photographs of himself, Ferguson, Allen, and Haskins to send: 

to Mrs. John F. Kennedy so she could put thet in her book, but the 

- others, would not agree to have their Photographs takene -: 

  

On May, 21, 1964, he mailed copies of the May 19, 1964; 

“issue of the "Henderson Daily News," which carried a story about he 

“. visions, to the "Washington Star," Washington, D. c., and also to. 

the "Shreveport Times 9" Shreveport, Louisiana : Auuiethe ss Srurieos 

        

ex Telephone Cocp the 
“On “May | 21, 1964, records of the East 

Texas, contained the - 
Incorporated, 1125 Highland Drive, Henderson, 

- following information? en at es, 

‘ ob: a Mount Enterprise, ‘Texas, “telephone ‘No. 3536 | is Listed t 

' &B. A. Birdwell and this was an operat ing number on November 22, 

It has been discontinued now as of May 1 3 1964. * ecurene oe 

ee ‘Microfilm ‘records ‘and ledger card records reflect there 

was only one toll call charged to Mount Enterprise number 3536 -: 

during the month of Novesber, 1963. This call was made from Mount 

Enterprise, Texas on November 6, 1963, and the call was to Henderson, 3 

   

    

  

     

x On May 21, 1964, Mr. Moye tes Vctraty, employee, : 

States Post Office, Mount Enterprise, Texas, furnished the following 

information: |<. 

available for interview. 

“ - He is ‘certain, “howeve » that B. i 

Mr. Brinkley of the impending assassination of President John F. 

_ Kennedy prior to the time it happen:d as Mr. Brinkley certainly © 

_ would hav mentioned it to Mr. McCrary after the assassination 

“occurred     
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ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT .2.. 

_‘JGHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY = 
NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS - : 

ee 4 ‘Ye continued thet he has knows B. A. Birdwell since Birdwell». 

“was a small boy. There is mental iliness in this farily as Bireéwall's ~ 

mother spent 40 years.in.a mental inetitutisn. As a young mah, ce 

Birdwell was élmzt normzl but in later years has been cempletely™ 

unbalanced and unbelieveble. It is a joke in the commnity that he 

_ jg a complete fake in his "visions frem thy lord,” e8 no one ever - 

_ bears anything about hie visicns until efter the event has already ~ >: 

_ teken place. Birdwell reportedly has a racket going among the Negrees ° 

_ in this community, es Birdwell tells thet of a vision they wiil dis. ° oo 

and the Negro will thea pey Birdwell $1,00 to coimteract thie visio. 

Birdwell has no incems from enployment, and hia aunt contributes a 

of the money to Feed Birdwell's family. : ee ee 

          

a On May 21, 1964, Mu.Norrid Langford, Prezident, Merchants 

and Plantera State Bank, Mownt Enterpriee, Texas, furnished the > 

following informations 9000 3)5 0.0800 Me pe bkes Uo Neer 

oo. Ha has known B. A. Birdwell many years and Birdwell has * 

'- always been mentally deficient. Birdvell's mother and his aunts ~ 

have all been confined as mental patients and it eppirently runs in 

the family. Birdwell, himself, has been a ccmmunity joke due to =: 

“hia "visions from the Lord." |: For a nuwber bf years, Birdwell would | 

". predict events that never ditt occur, so in later years he has played 

’ it safe and makes his predictiohs only after the event has happened 

      

   

“At appreximstely 4:18 p.m., on May 21, 1964, Forrest Be: 

orrels, Special Ageat in Charge, United States: Secret, Service, Dallas 

Texas, was notified of the foregoing information in view of the infor 

“~ dation obtained with respect to Birdwell's."vieion from the Lord” -- 

“telling him "three old esanin" would kill Presiden Johnson if the 

ever got a charee.. vee REP Et 3 ms ey 
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~~ uniths STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS21CE 

|. FEDERAL BUREAU.OF INVESTIGATION 

      

     
   

   

   

    

  

“Dallas, Texas 
= In Reply, Please Refer to . : 

hygoke __.’ May 26, 1964 a File No. <3 < 
inns 

: &: 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY ~ ° 

NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS 
   

   Set afte 
Se gS 

“- " On’May 21, 1964, Mr. Blue Beathard, Managing Editor, ©: 

"Henderson Daily News,’ Henderson, Texas, made available a copy of: 

a story written by him, which is.located on page 6 of the “Henderse 

. Daily News" dated. Tuesday, May 19, 1964, which reads as follows: 
  

“MAN SAYS VISION WARNED HIM OF KENNEDY DEATH “IN ADVANCE * 

   "RB, A. Birdwell, a Mt. Enterprise farmer, said |». 

Tuesday that he had a vision concerning President - °°" 

_ Kennedy's assassination two weeks before it happened and = 

tried to warn Dallas authorities of the danger... 7) 
     

  

     oa "Nobody would take his warning seriously, according 

to Birdwell, who is a parttime preacher. Wee Baha Deis   

     mo “Birdwell said he received his first "vision from -~ 

Cod' about two weeks before the assassination. The vision 

showed that Kennedy would be shot in the back of the head, : 

he said. Birdwell claims he told County Attorney Bill veo 

Ferguson and Assistant County Attorney Robert Allen about 

the vision before Kennedy's death. Ferguson he does 

‘not remember any such. discussion reo - 

    

  

   

    

       

  

vous. "On the day Kennedy was shot in Dallas, Birdwell says. 

.. he hada second vision about an hour before the actual 

-shooting. It gave more details of-the tragedy, he says. 

_ Birdwell ‘said he could see the brick building at’ the. 

corner of Commerce and Elm in Dallas and also saw the 

assassin in his vision. ’ oe Be oo ea 
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