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~ U110 STATES DEPARTMENT OF J ICE
- FEDLRAL BURLAU OF II\\FSTIGATIOI\

. Dallas, Texas
‘”_May 26, l964

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
: JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY -
NOVEMBLR 22, 1963 DALLAS TEXAS

’May 21 1964 Mr. Blue Beathard Managing Editor, -
v "Henderson Daily News,“ Henderson, Texas, made available a copy Off

a story written by him, which 1s.located on page. 6 of the "Henderse:
Daily News" dated Tuesday, May 19 1964, which reads as follows.
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"MAN SAYS VISION WARNED HIM oF KENNEDY DEA’I'H m ADVAI\CE

= "B A, Birdwell a Mt. Enterprise farmer, said _

Tuesday that he had a vision concerning President -
Kennedy's assassination two weeks before it happened and
tried to warn Dallas authorities of the danger. 5

, "Nbbody would take his warning seriously, according
}to Birdwell who is a parttime preacher. 195

: "Birdwell said he received his first VlSion from L
God' about two weeks before the assassination. The vision
showed that Kennedy would be shot in the back of the head
he said. Birdwell claims. he told County At§:£§§z,3111
Ferguson and Assistant County Attorney Robe len abouti
the vision before Kennedy's death.. Ferguson’ says he does.
not remember any Such discussion.‘i

R "On the day Kennedy was shot in Dallas, Birdwell say
_ he had a second vision about an hour before-the actual
- shooting. It gave more details of: ‘the tragedy, he say
. Birdwell ‘said he could see ‘the brick bullding at the

corner of Commerce and Elm in Dallas and .also saw the

__assassin in his Cvisiory [ tln
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'ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT -
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY -
. NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS .

e gy _
:f?iﬁﬁ,' ] "According to Birdwell he hastily called the Dallas
" County Sheriff's Department and told them ebout his -

vision. He said the man he talked with, who he thinks
| was the sheriff did not. take his warning seriously; :

o vf : ;"'Our President could have been saved 1if he ‘had only
o vbelieved me,f Birdwell said =

; "Birdwell says the vision about President Kennedy was
_vnot the first forewarning he has had about a tragle event.
" In 1947 he claims he received a vision about the Texas City
"' disaster feveral days before it happened. Birdwell says
he was working in Texas City at the time. "In’ ‘his vision™”
 he saw a large number of buildings destroyed Birdwell :...
" says he told his boss about the vision and quit his job to" :
return to Mt. Enterprise. He tried to preach on the ».a;hyr{f SRR
streets to warn the people in Texas City, he says, but - i
they would not believe him. A few days after he left Texas;v
City the city was rocked by the explosion which killed more N
than 400 people, he claims. »;__ o s '

: '"Birdwell says he wrote a letter to Mrs.'Kennedy about: A
his vision and received a letter from her. . He- plans to -
write to her again to give her more details of the vision. :

d he had intervieved Birdwell "~ and hadi
~ugh in hi _own mind he’ feels.Birdwell is

7 Mr. Beathard sul
printed ‘the story, even th:

li'l -

3 : On May 21, 1964, ‘Mr. William Ferguson, Rusk County Attorney,

Henderson, Texas, furnished the following information.. .
P A L F da if., :

- . Ben A{’ﬁirdwell Mbunt Enterprise, Texas, is known in t1e
- county ‘as being mentally unbalanced. Birdwell claims to receive :i::
 mwyigions from the Lerd"” telling him of coming events. It is always

after these events have already happéned that Birdwell will tell -

people of having had a vision predicting this event. Birdwell has
no occupation. other than he occasionally butchers cattle for peopl
and he’ also - preaches some on stree orners, in Hende on and- =

Mount Entexprise‘
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ASSASSINATION OF PRESILENT .~ =
JOHN FITZCERALD KENNEDY -~ - . -«
NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS ~ . - ..
PR ? ‘On asout May 15, 1564, Birdwel 2 in to Ferguson's .
~ office and Ferguson's-assi:taunt, Robert7Allen, and Tax AssessSor
Collector Tommi%ﬁigii;s, Jr., were also in Ferguson's office. f
Birdwell told them he had a 'vision from the Lord" the previcus .2
that some seamen were going té kill President Lyndon B. Johnsom. . ':
Birdwell wanted Ferguson to call Pcesident Johnson-and to warn him
of what Birdwell had seen in this vision. When Ferguson refused to
make the call, Birdwell then accused Ferguson of beling responsible :
for the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. Birdwell said -
he had been in Ferguson's office about two weeks before Presiéant’
Kennedy was assassinated, and had told Ferguson and Robert Allem
he hsd had a "visioca" that President Kennedy would be assassinated ;
in Dallas, and that Ferguson had refused to do anything about LD
Birdwell said he had then called the Sheriff's Office in Dallas, = = '".-.
 Texzas, at 11:00 a.m., on November 22, 1963, and had told them of
the impending assassination, and had even described to them the - .
building and the window from which the fatal shots would be fired

that day. ;-

Losho . Mr. Ferguson continued that both he and Robert Allen toid -

Birdwell they could recall no such corversation pertaining to the ...
jmpending asgassination of President Kennedy, and that this conver-
sation had never occurred. P e e T el T HA

S On the morning of May 19, 1964, Birdwell again came to .
Ferguson's office and saic the local newspaper wanted his.plcture
" and the picture of Fergucon, Allen, and Tommy Haskins, Jr., who
.. Birdwell.then said had also been present during the conversatio
-~ two weeks before the aseassination of President Kennedy. Birdwell:

'gaid he had written to Mxs. John F. Kennedy and told her of the...

:"incident concerning his_vision,~and_she‘had written him a letter

" requesting a picture of him and_the'peopﬁe to whom he had furnish

_this information.. .

0707 Perguson gald he sgaln assured Birdwell that no such =i o'
conversaticn had occurred and that he and Allen had no intention of. . -
" having their photographs taken witl. Birdwell. Ferguson also notified
_the mewspaper that the information being supplied by Birdwell was. nct
“true, ‘#nd he had no intention of being photographed with Birdwell:
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ASSASSINATION .OF FRESIDENT -
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NOVEMEER 22, 1963, DALLAS, mms

s Mrdwg:ll then c'mf 8% te:d an.::.;a Da}ki.,s, Jr., who alse tol
Birdwell he had nct besa present duering the alleged convercation,
and would not comcnt tﬂ bﬂ photc» 'rﬂphéd with Bird"ell. e

Hr. Fergqv*n cqaszmad Lhat. Bizuw'll sai:l he was go:l.ng to
pray thst Ferguzen, Allen, and Beskin3d would reascber the cepversation y
Birdwell stsyed arcund the court houze moet of that day, znd later in ;-' .
the day, Birdwell azked kim’ az—d.u 1 he remezbered this conversatiom :

~and Perguason agaln sald K- aid not. Blr?well then ssid the devil wei .-

“ in Ferguscon end it was {or .,h s renzon that Ferguson could not

remﬁmbpr t}m cnv'-‘r-"sa'i--m :

On the evnning af, May 19 1964 tbe "Hendereon Daily lwws

carried & story concerning the el]eged vi,.-ion by Birdwell, and -" .
Birdwell's alleged ceonverzatica with Ferg\ucon snd Allen prior to

: thn amassmaucn of Preeiden'“ I’a*um-dy. R

& i e iy A% g i A R
ST L PR T SRS PRRCRR. L Gliveai Fidies D 0bkE e wds

P 0 l-hy "‘i 196-;, l‘!x Tomm; 'hmins, Jr., R.‘:l sk Coixfxtiy"fa;; :
Asceﬂsor arv‘ Cnl11 ctor, b:a:ier-en, 'Irzr,a- fuml? Acd the followinf'

Jisolls #3

EEER RS

: ' L-:; h:; l.r..cn ac 'miute'i wi.th B a A, Bl.rdw"ll of Maunt
Enterpric—:e, Terus, for rwamy yzars and hss ¢ nvpr<zd with him on many
~occasions. In b.is apinlkon, Birdwell isazx igin..s fzpatic, who is

also mentally uanbalanc nd."'

-
=

, .
Tubladctbual favie s

. on 41-;'1"-- wately. my 15, 1964, hs 3¢ in the of
" County Azteracy Wi liism Furpguzon and Aduisr.-,m County ALLomey Robert
" Allen was aleo prescpt. At that time, Birdwsll s241 somsthing sbout
having hzd a !'vislon feow the Lord” that soms Sseman OT Zeaunsn wexe,
going to kill President Lyndon B. .:fo.x“?un.' Birdwall slso said some=
thing zbout haviung busn in Fergue on's office about Lwn or three we ik
prior to the assz2ssinsticu of Prezidsnt Keonedy, apd cf having told
Ferguson and Allen of a vizion that Prozident Renpsdy was to he i v
assassinated. Bath }'nrgus:m w"j Allr.'x zi 'x:lﬂd that rny guch cunvprw"ion

"had taken ulace.
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ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY .=~ -
* NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS -

’f On thz weruing of Miy 19, 1963, Birdwell caoe to his .
office and said be had a photographer ccming at 12:30 p.m., that

. day as Mrs. Jchn F. Xennedy wanted his plcture and the picture o
" Haskins, Willlam Ferguson, &nd Robert Allen fer her-album. At tki
time, Birdwell eaid he had aleo told Haskins before the asszassinati
of President Kennedy that the assassination was to take place.w . -
Haskins assured Birdwell he had not been present during any such -
conversation, and that Birdwell had not told him of any such visicn
prior to the sssassination of President Kepnedy.™ ~ 7' - L

on

“iie .l Om May 21, 1964, Mr. Ben Allen Birdwell, mailling address
General Delivery, Muunt Enterprise, Texas, furnished the following
. informations - Do lesline ol R o R T i At
He is a white mule, born Mzrch 8, 1908, at Mount Enterprise & =
Texas. He is msrried, has nine living children by his third wife,” . -
ages 2 to 13, and he has a seventh grade education. He 1is unable o ..
write but has learned to print. He has a smull tract of land and &
three-room house in which ke and his family live. He does not fa:=
his 1land as it is in the Soil Bark Program. He picks up odd jobs,
but has no steady work or scurce of income. His electricity and .
telephone have both been disconnected due to overdue bills. @ . -

ST Me. Blrdwell continued that since 1947 he has been recelving.. = =
" yisions from the Lord” aud also "radio waves from the loxd" telling T
... him of impending disasters and deaths. Although mno church will o570
" accept him as a minister, % gpenda a lot of his time presching
" the highways .2nd on the streets.” When he gets gmotional in his..
~ delivery, he then speeks in the unknown tongue.
or to- Novesmber 22, 1963, he had a 'vision:
warning him that President -

7727 About two weeks pri
from the Loxd" in the middle of the night, _
- John F.. Kennedy would be assassinsted in Dallas, Texas. . The next day:
" he went to the Post Office in Mount Enterprise, Texas, and purchased
" a stamped envelope from Mr. Bripkley, the Postmaster. . He had Mr.-
Brinkley address the euvelope to President John F.' Keanedy in -
Washington, D, C., as he, Birdwell, dnes not write well. He also
~wanted, Brinkley to write a letter warning President Kennedy that he
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TR B T T A
was to be assassinated but Brinkley refused. Birdwell then printed’
a letter to President Kennedy, warning him, and mailed it at the
Post Office. He never received a reply to this letter. . - ...

SN

. " He believes it was about the same day he went to Hendersow, -~

Texas, and told William Ferguson, the County Attorney, and Robert Allen;
Assistant Cotnty Attorney, in the presence of Tommy Haskins, Jr., the ... =
Tax Assessor, of the impending assassination of President Kennedy. "He .-
told Ferguson to call President Kennedy for him but Ferguson refuged, ...

Now Fergueon, Allen, aud Haskins all deny he told them of the impezdingT’
_assassination;f— s e

o5 ik BRRE A o i R 100, e £ w5 SOy

SR At approximately 11:30 a.m,, November 22, 1963, he was -
praying at homs, and had snother "yision from the lord" showing him "= -
_ ‘the locationcf the building in Dallas and the window from which the . - :
fatal bullets would be fired at President Kennedy that afternoonn. He - s
" tried to use his own telephone, but "the devil was in his phone," 284
it would not work. He then drove into Mount Enterprise and used-the -
- pay telephone at the bus station, having the operator charge it £0
his home number, 3536, Mount Enterprise. He called the Dallas -
Sheriff's Office and talked to some man, and told him of his vision . %
and that President Kennedy would be assassinated that afternmoon. This . =
man thanked him but said he did not think the Loxd would put out any - -

such visions. '

.~ He continued that he wrote to Mrs. Jobn F. Kennedy, and,

", in-this letter of consolation, he enclosed a newspaper clipping which”

""" told of his son being shet in the head by his uncle in Mount Enterprise:

about two days after the assassination of President Kennedy. Also in .

this article was mention of donations being sent to Birdwell although -

he did not ask Mrs. Kennedy for a donation. He received a letter from

. Mrs. Kennedy's gscretary, which he displayed, which thanked him fce !

" his letter of consolation, and it also saild Mrs. Kennedy would be ..

unable to hélp him as she was utilizing all hex resources to build
the Kennedy Memorial Library, - E e S

+.; Approximately a week ago hLe had a "vision from the Lord".
telling him that “"three old seawen" would kill President Johnson i
they ever got a chance. There was-nothing moxe to this vision an
the seamen were not identified. .. .
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5 Ou Mey 19, 1964, he went to Henderson, Texas, end told
the newspaper about his visions in November, 1963. He wanted to_
get photographs of himself, Ferguson, Allen, and Haskins to send:
to Mrs. John F. Kennedy so she could put thew in her book, but the

others would,not agree to have their photographs taken.ff :

: On Mny 21 1964 he mailed copies of the May 19 196&
issue of the "Benderson Daily News," which carried a story about nil
. visions, to the "@achington Star,"” Washington, D. c., and also to.

the “Shrevepor‘ Iines,f Shreveport, Louisiana : EAd L TR

: On May 21, 1964 records of the Eastex Telephone Cocp rative, :

' Incorporated 1125 nghland Drive, Henderson, Texas contained the R
) following information.;,;;; Vot _,txp N : i n;',

o viu: ﬂbunt Enterprise, Texas, telephone No. 3536 is lis*ed t

B. A. Birdwell and this was an operating number on November 22

It has been d1<continued now as of May 5 1964.;f; 'v_h;;m“,sm

S e Mlcrofilm records and ledger card records reflect there‘;{
was only one toll call charged to Mount Enterprise number 3536 -
during the month of Wovesber, 1963. This call was made from Mbunt .

, Enterprise, Teyas on November 6, 1963, and the call was to Henderson g

_Texas, -

= On May 21, 1964, Mr. Mbye Leéjﬂzzrary, employ
States Post Office, Mount gaterprise, Texas, furnished the following
informstion'
. Mr. Briokley, the Postmaster, is o anndalﬁieaﬁe”and'nor
available for interview.yu i

-+ BRe is certain, howeaer, that B. A,
Mr. Brinkley of the impending assassination of President Joha F.
Kennedy prior to the time it happen:-d as Mr. Brinkley certainly
_would hav mentioned it to Mr. McCrary after the assassination '

”occurred. Fi
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ASSASSINATION COF PRESIDENT
_+JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY =« - .-
NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALIAS, TEXAS - :
e % " 'He continued thet he has kpnown B. A. Bilrdwell since Birdwell -
" ‘was a small boy. There is mental illuess in this faxily as Bird=all's -
mother spent 40 years.in.z mental institutisn. As a young man,
Birdwell was &lmost normzl but im later years has been completely ™
unbalanced and unbelieveble. It is a joke im the community that he
18 a complete feke in his "visicns from tha Loxd," 22 no ome ever -
. hears anything about his visicns until after the event has already =
 teken place. Birdwell reportedly has a racket golng among the Negrces
_ in this community, es Birdwell tells thefy of a vision they will dis.’” -

" and the Negro will thea pey Birdwell $1;00 to counteract this vision,
Birdwell has no incems from employment, snd bis sunt codtribules o
of the money to feed Birdwell's family, on : e s

R A e X SRR CRY 12" L U

On Msy 21, 1964, Mx Nerris ‘Langferd, Prezident, Merchants
and Planters State Bank, Mount Eanterprise, Texas, fuinished the -
following informations .. . = - TR L LS P S

%" Be has known B. A. Blrdwell msay years and Birdwell has
. always been mentally deficient. Birdwell's msther and his aunts =
" have all been confined as mental patients and it zpphirently rums in
" the famlly. Birdwell, himself, has been a ccomunity jcke due to =
" his "visions from the Lord." :For a nuwber bf yegrs,‘Birdwell‘would :

predict events that never diff ozcur, so in later years he has played
vent has ‘happened. .

A it safe and mzkes his predictichs enly after the e

At spproximstely 4:18 p.m., on Msy 21, 1964, Forrest B..
orrels, Specdal Ageat In Charge, Unitsd States Secret; Service,  Dallas
Texas, was notified of ths foregeing {aformation in view of the infor
7 mation obtained with respect to Birdwzll's.'vizlen from the Lord" -
" telling him "three old essmen" would kill President Joh son if the

ever got a chaxce.
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ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDEN
C JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY -
NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS

i On May 21 1964 Mr Blue Beathard Managing Editor, :
"Henderson Daily News," Henderson, Texas, made available a copy of -
a story written bty him, vhich is.located on page 6 of the "Henderso:
. Daily News" dated Tuesday, May 19 1964 which reads as follows.

B "MAN SAYS VISION WARNED HIM OF KENNEDY DEATHﬂIN ADVANCE

: "B. A Birdwell a Ht. Enterprise farmer, said
Tuesday that he had a vision concerning President -

~ Kennedy's assassination two weeks before it happened and

Atried to warn Dallas authorities of the danger. AIPSE

according

PR "Nobody would take his warning seriously,
o to Birdwell vho is a parttime preacher._

;" "Birdwell said he received his first 'yision from
God' about two weeks before the assassination. The vision

. showed that Kennedy would be shot in'the back of the head

7 he said. Birdwell claims he told County Attorney Bill

_ Ferguson and Assistant County Attorney Robert Allen abou
‘the vision before Kennedy's death. F n says he does:

'not remember any such discussion.

i 'On the day Kennedy was shot in Dallas, Birdwell say
. he had a second vision about an hour before the actual

- ghooting. It gave more details of -the tragedy, he say:
‘Birdwell 'said he could see the biick building at the
corner of Commerce and Elm in Dallas and also saw the

. assassin in his vision
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