NS

"‘;:L

| centrated

-By JOJIN TROAN
) .;chlppl-!lovlrd Bcience Writer

President Kennedy's

science chief today ig-
nored charges that *“
small group” of under-
tings with “Jittle proven
compelence” have seized
contro! of “a major frac-
tion of Government re-
search policy.”

The charges were m;deby
Dr. Philip H. Abelson, self-

editor of one of the nation’s
most respected science jour-
Houston, s T
e

Dr. Abelson contended the
Federal Government's “pres-
ent mechanisms for policy-
making with respect to scl-
ence and technology are badly
in need of overhaul |

“Too much power Is con-
in a few over-
worked people, most of whom
are of limited competence,”
he said.

He argued that such a sit.
uation, compounded by Gov-
ernment sccrecy, “must In-
evitably lcad to corruption
either of the Intellect or of
the purse.”

Dr. Jerome B, Wiesner, an
electronics engineer, the
President's chief science ad-
viser. He I8 to return to the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology about Feb. 1 and
be succeeded by Dr. Donald
F. Hornig, Princeton Uni-
versity chemist. =, .
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Dr. Wiesner declined com-
ment. But assnciates sald he
resented what he regards as
a&‘t‘mjusti(icd attack on his
s . . .

Dr. Abelson, first U.A S.‘ scl-

entist to split the atom, now
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Devil's £ dvocate’ Denoence

Kennedy

styled “Devil’s Advocate” and \any sclentist in the peacetime - Sharge of rescarch-and.d

nals, In a talk last night in~
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s Science Policies

{s head of geophysics at the more problems than any hu.
Carnegle Institution of Wash. man can. :
Ington and edits Science, of- :
ficlal journal of the American nel:?ll" Abelson sald Dr, Wies-
Association for the Advance- s not only the President's
ment of Sclence. . personal science adviser and
: director of the Office of Sci-
Dr. Abelson likened Dr. ence and - Technology| but
Wiesner to a “czar of sclence” chairman of the 18-man Presl-
who, since his appointment by dent's Sclence Advisory Com.
President Kennedy almost Mittee, chalrman of the Fed-
three years ago, “has accumu- eral Councll on Sclence and
lated and excrclsed. more vis. 1cchnology, “de facto direc-

fble and Invisible power than. tor” of the Budget Bureau in
evel.
rson-
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Thistory of the country”.4i7s

Dr. Abelson sald there’s no 5,'S. Government.
way to judge how good a fob . B il N
Dr. Wiesner has done because ~ _Dr, Ahelson Insisted the job
most of his actlvily has been 2{;9‘;05“)‘?2"2:}! ‘S,‘,?,?gﬁ adviser
clo~';d In secrecy. But he fujltime effort” and thus
indi.1ied he didn't think Dr. shouid be divorced fro

Wiesner had done too well.  Office of Science and
nology. However, Pres)

Dr. Abelson’s main attack, Kennedy has announced
however, was dirccted at the | Hornig wiil hold both jo

within“the

for |,
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16 “professional aldes” who
staff the Office of Science and
Technology, &8 White House
agency created last year. As

fts director, Dr. Wiesner|
draws $22,500 a year—his only
pald job, i

He complained that the staff
men “are not a distinguished |-
group” tho they are supposed
to be “highly trained special-

jsts.”  Besides, he said, they
have been “throwing their
weight around” at other Fed-
eral agencies involved in re-
search -— “distréssing” the
agency heads and undermin-
ing employe morale.

Dr. Abelson contended these
underlings have {aken con-
trol of “a major fraction of
Government research ‘pohcy"
because Dr. Wiesner—“one of
the most conscientious, hard-
working men in Washington” | | .
~—has n trying to handle &% 0
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