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SURJECT Las* European Reaction to Fresident Kennedy's Assassmatlon

The considerable varlanon in reaction in individual East European
countries to President Kennedy's assassination prompted this survey,
made at the requeut of the Bureau of European Affairs. sAn anne makes *
a taiular comparison by country. (‘né/
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The rfficial East European reaciicn to President Kermedy s (:

assassinati-n varied somewhat in accerdance with the fundamental

quality of oazh countiy's relaiions with ths United States. Expressions <
of cticlal sympathy were particularly netable in Yugoslavia and particularl;LLl
restrained in Hungery. Popular reactisn, though obviously great every-
where, to snme extant followed official cues, particularly in Hungary g
where cautinn and fear on the part of the population evidently served

to restrain direct expressions of symnathy to the US Legation. Yugoslavia /‘

and Foland, which observed national mourning for the President, were 1

Lu

alse Lhe ecuntries in which the greatest ouwtporwring of popular grief was
evident, Ir the deeply Catholic Polish city of Poznan popular expressions

Tof sympathy to the US Consulate wore so great that the normally re-

servad offimaldom was obliged tc follow sunit to an extent which could

L nol have bezen anticipated. “ REC- 53 (92—109060’— g
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"f:.;[ediu coverage was qe_m'e'r'ally prompt and prominent except in
Hungary where Gorulka's vi sit, which ended on November 22, continued
to oceury the front pages until the 25th. As factual reporting gave way
to commentary, an essentially similar line blaming reactionaries for
the President's assassination déveloped. Polish press commentary
becmr{g particularly virulent aldﬁg those lines. |

Media coveraye was minimeal but prompt in Albania.
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