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‘12 7] Discussions have been hele with var 
. 

“"F the pese few teeks regarding chat additional lig aD activaties 

Do . analysis might be able to shed upon the Case of xr, Kennedy's assassi-- 

4 , hation. Within less than 34 hours of the @SSassination, We had offsrad ~~ 

verbally our astistance, eid that of our 1; 70rsturies experienced ig 

obtaining criminalistics evidence by means of nuclear analytical teche -.: - 

  

* ' niques, to responsible officials in the P31, Secret Service and Dallas 

Police force, we belicve ir is not too late to outline what may yer - 

be done. 
: 

. 
. _ 7 

casts fron Cswald'g hands anc face before Chemical tests were run on - . 

ther, we feel Sure that mora useful information hay have been obtained, 

It has been Sonceded for gone tine that present chenica) tests are nor 

entirely ro} fable and conclusive, Hovever, that is beside the point 

now, in this particular ease, it nov be, nonetheless, that the chen- 

ical’ tests made on the peraffin Casts, for sunoovwder residces, did 

not ruin thea for Possible later exenination by activation analysis 

4 for positive traces of -@ntizony and sarium (from the bullec priner), 

, | and possibly of lead and copper, i, She pect e a     Earlier activation analysis work by our contractor, General Atoaie, 

with revolvers and sutomatie pistols is now being extended to work 
wit rifles. We would hope soon to Rave nore details oa Whether the. 

method will Sive useful information to distinguisa between smoke 

deposits from revolvers ang those fron rifles -. by means of their 

distributions on the body of the person firing them, and by the 
levels o£ antimony and barium (and Perhaps other elements) deposited. 

° 
we will also ascertain Whether the usual chen- Casts precluce later Reaning ful exanination 

tion analysis, Tf the results are Proising, we coe n tg 
Worx with the *ppropriate aseacies in exame Obtained on Uiwald. The method will destroy a ‘ 
analyzed, but does not require use of the 42 97-Ssf 

@ cast 4 Just 2 portion of ic. 
ee nes 2 ae BHP AE ey 
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Sccond, should it be of value, it may be possible to deteraine dy 
trace-clcsat measurcnents wwetasr the fatal cullets were of coapost; 

thon ice tical co that of ths gurportedly unfired shell Zouad wita 

the L-clics ii lee If the same batch oF ancamition was uscé fa the 

sniper eullec fircé at General dalker, the method aignt 8.08 8 Core 

relation in that case. . - . . ye Met at 
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Tuird, there may be other pieces of physical ‘evidence in the cése, 

such as clothing or hair, that might lend thenselves to character- - 

isction by means of their trace-clemerit levels. 2 

. Yaturally, we do not wish to appear to be intruding in the investiga- - 

tion and we are not certain tuat our techniques can now sive added . 

useful information, On the other nand, we wish to indicate our — 

ae eagerness to be of any possible helo. Our work leads one to expect 

4 ess "" »  * Pehat the tremendous sensitivity of the activation analysis method + 

ght is cagstic of providing uscful information that may not be otnerwise 

“ Tattainable. Should you wish us to be of assistance, our research 
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4 , contractor in the criminalistics work, General Atomic in San Diego, * 

: would carry out the measurements -- working directly with tae 

* appropriate government investigators and with proper safesuards 

; regarding the physical evidence and information. Tae scientist ia 

: charge of this work at General Atomic is Dr. Vincent P. Guinn.- 

te 

4 
? 
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If you prefer, we can also provide experienced activation analysis 

services at a numocr of locations, including Oak Ridge, Tennessee : 

and Texas AGM University. : 

We look forward to hearing from you in this matter. , 

Sincerely yours, 

Ce Fal Died Gober 22 

  

    

  

Paul C. Aebersold, Director 
Division of Isotopes Development 

: ee: G. T. Seaborg, Chairman, AEC 

4 S. G. English, AGMRD, &ZC 
Vv. PB. Guinn, ALI , 
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