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This is in respohse to the eh request edly memorandui: 

concerning the pro-Castro Fair Play for Cuba Committee (FPCC). 

    

       

  

    Our principal investigative objective at the outset was to 
oo corronorate the original information indicating the Cuben Government 

subsicication of the FPCC with legally adzissible eviderce., We were able 
to trace $3,500 of the money used in paying for "The Kew York Tines" 

. advertisenent (totaling) $4, 725) to a little-knorm FPCC menber, Dr. Charl 
1 Santos Buch, When confronted, Buch was initially evasive and noncooperati 
claiming to i.ave obtained the $3,500 as donations from various friends. 

| However, on 20/28/60 Buch confessed that he had received this money fron 
Raul Roi, Jr., Alternate Cuban Delegate.to the United Nations (UN), and 

; that ke had thereafter given a check for $3,500 payable to "The New York 
yTines" to Robert Taber,| the Executive Segretary of the FPCC and prime 
jorganizer of this group. \ 

Buch had first claimed that no other FPCC member, includ:: z : 

a
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jp barc., was avare of fact this moncy had originated with a Cuban ofi...:ial 
; Aa .aat he, Buch, Had acted independentiy \in soliciting and securi... the 
‘inciu. Zrom Roa, However, he subsequently revised his story and adni .ted v 
sre s cakex did, in fact, have firsthand knowledge of the transaction and 
hace lsd, mad acted with Buch in soliciting funds from Roa. E 

On a confidential basis we arranged to have Buch appear b .ore 
thi cenate Internal Sec rity Subcownittee (S'SS) in January, 1961, ‘ne 
ee ‘“sittent “aerings concerning the = -cc 

inti re the previous May. During 2 wiblic .on conducted by the ..uS 
3. 1/20/61 Buch/recounted his story ox tie _sseipt of the woney frou . 
[Raut Roa, Jr., and included the inforn:tio. concerning the involvement 
3 Taber, His testimo y was wide-y publ:icizec = he Pries 
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Le orancum for fr. Sullivan 
Reo. FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA COMI TYEE _ ST-u1SS . RECRET   ' Imnedjately following his testinony, the Registration Seccion of ‘ Departzent -made a pares ents to secure registration of Buch under the ’ provisions of the Foreigi Agents Registzation Act of 1938, as anended, His Registration Statement, dated 1/11/61, listed his foreign principal as the “Revolutionary Provisional Government of Cuba, Habana, Cuba," 
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! The registration of the FCC itself wes also solicited; however, :On- Stanley Faulkner, an| attorney representing the FPCC, advised tne : he. .Stration Section by letter dated 2/8/61 the organization would not _ vel .ster. Internal Security Division acvised it considered the unsupported . “°F leony of Br, Buch insufficient to warrant prosecution, 

¢ 

Robert Taber, previously mentioned as Executive Secretary «2 ‘+ 3S One of the founders of this groun, During the course of SIS3 “coc.ngs Taber left the country and spent about a year in Cuba ane an fac< .tional three months in Europe. Upon his recurn to the U.S. he “ar okred before a grand jury in “Washington, L.o., on 3/21/62 and ostens: wy it .onstrated & corpletely cooperative ectituce., The main point at :fs.- ¥as whether he was involved in the $3,590 received from Peul Roa, <.. [Taber was specifically questioned concerninz the Statenents of Buct -s tte reiiect that both Luch and Taber knew of this Cuban Governnent Contr.uut.on. iTaber, according to lir, Nathan B, Lenvin, heed of Registration See -_on, catecorically deniea the |truth of Buch's statenent, Following his appearance, the Registration Section stated there was a possibility cz « perjury charge against either Taber or Buch and in the event any furtue: FBI inquiries in the matter were desired we would be notified. We have Fs received no such requests, 

Followinzs its foundation in New York City in the Spring of 1960, the FPCC was successful in establishing chapters, particularly on college cazpuses,in various States of the union. Richard Gibson, who has acted 2S nitional secretary, directed the FPCC after the departure of Robert Taber from the U.S, and claimed in July, 1961, that the FPCC had fraternal ties with groups in Canada, Great Britain, France, the West Indies and Latin Anerica, Our inguiries showed considerable jockeying by the Cossaunist Party, USA, and) the Socialist Yorkers Party to gain contrci of various chapters, There was nuch friction among menbers of these t:o coriunist groups. We were able to take advantage of such friction iz Decesaber, 1961, when we prepared an anonymous Pamphlet and mailec 1° =: Selzcted FPCC mexbers throughout the country. The panphlet was a:n.g -. discrediting FPcc leacership and was written in a manner tc create tr.: imprecsion it hac been prepared by dissident Socialist Workers Party nemvers of the Frcc, By February, 1962, FPCC chapters existed in aber . 20 na:or U.S. cities as opposed to some 27 charters a:d 49 Student co :11S in colleges and uaiversities claimed by Richard Gibson some seven =. 5 Fe 
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before, As of February, 1962, meibership in and activities of the then 
existiag branches of the Organization had been greatly curtailed. Several 
of the chapters appeared on the verge of becoming defunct, A newsletter 
waich originally had been published on a biweekly basis was discontinued in 
Gctober, 1961, and the group had been unable to muster any substantial 
suoport for its various public activities, such as rallies, picketing, 
cz cetera, | 

To a large measure, the decline in the FPCC was brought about by 
the aggressive FBI investigation of the organization coupled with ar 
eZlective campaign of exposure of subversive influences in the group by 
cane public press. In May, 1961, we had made effective use of our news 
mesia program to alert reliable news sources to the Communist Party urd 
Socialist Workers Party influences in the FPCC, Thereafter, the press 
both on a nation-wide andi local Lzsis carried out a vigorous barrage 
of exposure aimed at discrediting this group and revealing it for what it 
was; namely, a puppet of subversive elements. 

ioreover, in the Director's "Annual Report" for 1961, he clearly 
called attention to the heavy inZiltration of the FPCC by the two . 
cozaunist groups and cited results of FBI investigation indicating the 
group had been organized with the aid of Cuban Government funds. 
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Vincent Theodore Lee, current Kational Director of the FPCC, has 
been involved in pro-Castro activities since January, 1961. He is a U.S. 
citizen. He is cistributor of the magazine, "Revolution," which 
reportedly contains political propaganda. Lee has indicated in the past 
that he plans to remain in the U.S. only as long as he can do something 
or the Cuban revolution.’ He is designated as a key figure in the Cuban — 
pecial Section cf the Security Index. In an appearance before the SISS 

in February, 1965, he answered only questions concerning his background 
znd declined to answer the vast majority of questions put to him on 
srounds that such answers might incriminate him, 

[ Not only have our investigative results been sent to the 
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Internal Security Division oz Department, but we have also regularly kept 
the Attorney General personally apprised by letter of our investigai-.n of 
the FPCC and persons connected with it. In December, 1961, the Int::aa1 
Security Division advised us that it was launching an intensive stucy of 
the FPCC to decernine the feasibility of initiating early action eitker 
under Executive Order 10450 or the Registration Act. The Internal 
Security Division noted that there were "substantial problems" in E- ca 
areas and that serious consideration was being given to proceeding 
through an investigative grand jury.
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At the ‘Departnent's request, we prepured a 125-page prosecutive 
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PSAmnar imumnary report dated 2/20/62 and furnished it to the Internal Security 
:;,~Division, While a grand jury dic sake certain inquiries in the matter, 
-{such as taking the testinony of overt Taber, as mentioned hereinbefore, 
no_prosecutive action has been instituted by the Department, The ouly 
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action taken under the kegistration Act has been the registration of 
Dr. Charles Santos Buch, as reported hereinbefore, By letter date 
11/13/63 the Internal Security Division informed us that considerzt:or had 

:{been given to prosecution of Vincent Theodore Lee for possible violations 
of the fraud statute, the travel control statute and the Registratio:s Act 
but that prosecution did |not appear feasible uncer any of these statutes, 

REPORTED CONNECTION OF LEE HARVEY OS'ALD WITH FPCC;   

   

  
For information. 
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