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; _' ' By Gcorge Lardner Jr.

= Washirgtor Post Staff Writer -
The House Assassinations Com-

mittee yesterday won a turnaround

promise of “wholehearted support”

from House Speaker Thomas P. ,

(Tip) O'Necill Jr.
- After 2 closeddoor mecting with
the committee’s threce senicr ‘mem-

. bers, O'Neill also told reporters, with -
_apparent approval, that the parnel will

ask the House for $2.5 million 10 carry

. §t through the res: of this year.

The commiitee haz alrcadv spent
$230,000 since Jz2r L As 2 result, the
new budget proposal would presum-
ably mean a two-ycar inquiry costiag
some $5.5 million—cornared with the

" “initial projoctiun of £13 million that

caused »0 much comxo-my within
the House last winter, * -

O'Nelll's cndorsemsent greatly et
bances the committee’s chances for
survival, bt the Specke acknowl-
edged that it stifl faces considerable
opposition. H

“They have Iy whole hearted sup- :

port,” the Speaker said zlier confer-
ring wilth Assa:sinations Commitiee
Chairman Louis Stokcx (§:-Ohio), Rep.
Richardson Preyer (D-N.C.} and Del
Walter Fauntrey (D-D.C.\ “Bat there.

" g5 a lot of work to be done (geuing
votes) on the flOOE." - o i aees B

The Speaker’'s corversion appar-
ently came aficr a private ‘briefing for

© him on i information compllcd taus. .
far Ia investiraling the murders of’ sf‘..—-.—

President XKennoedy and  JMantin
Lurther' King Jr. ~Ther convinced
him,” an O"Neill aide »aid tersels.

Members of the House Rulzs Com-
mittee got their own dacksroun~ing -
- jn a cscd meeting wits Assas:ina- -
tions Cormitice members chortly afs
fer noon. -

proval of a ncw resolution
Le investizations alive. But
zels to the llouse floor, the
resolutioh must first be clcarcd by the
Rules Commitice.

s

K King

- said last evening. “Some of them are

(Lsiasin 2T )

* "Even Rep. Trent Lott (R-Miss)), who -
has been eritical of the inquiry, from
the start, wac fesitant afws yester- -
day’s bristing to say he still fcit It
ouzht to be squelched. But he made
plain that he is still skeptical about -
the information that was Jaid out for ..
him and other Rules Committce mem-
bers yesterday at what amounted to
"an informal, clandestine mecting.” . --
He said such an approach had
never, to his knowledze, been used -
with the Rules Commitis€ before, not
even during the *Ifpeachment pro- . -
cecedings agamst President Nixon. ..
I presume the eommmee has col-

See INQUIRY, A7, Col.t .
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lected some leads, some in!ormauon
which they're going t3 use to justify
continuing the investigations,” Lott ..

very far-fetched, very remote, in my
opinon, but I am re-eveluating my pos- -
Ation~ -

The Ass'assinations Committee, Lott .-

pointed out, has at least started to
buckle down to work alier being bog-

ged down for months in disputes over
its budget, its Investizating teckhni.
ques, and finally the unsuccessful ef-
fort of erstwhile chairmsn Henry B.

Gonzalez (D-Tex) to fire chief com- -

mittee counsel Richard A. Sprague, .. -
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