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Possiblity of C:

e By SN MATES
* 7he new House Commitiee on Assassi-
pations may find it}s;t( faced dmettgt g
distinct possibility acoup dc
mrredinlss.'ﬁ—-uithlhecomphatydut

. S government officials.

That disturbing possibility — that the
~ sudden and violent change in govern-
* ment Jeadership which took place with
* the slaying of John F. Kennedy was al-

fowed to happen —is based on suspicions

- which would have been unthinkable in

. ¥

- a%ilable then.

. “Investigation, the Central Intelligence - =
Agency and other government agencies. - - ~Toor -
) S BT co

derartment, the Federal Burean of ~

Analysis:

That conclusion is based on two main
- factors: AR
® One, that the assassination jtse - -
was pot planned, but rather allowed to .
happen. : SRS
® Two, after the slaying of the presi- '
dent, information which might show
more than one person was involved w
eitper withheld or ignored.

) h‘hns conzlusion stems from inform.
tion which casts serious doubts on the

~ credibility of then-President Lyndon B.”

Ji *s hand-picked Commission on
L 2r

the
© Kennedy — arren Comrmission.
- information — published in bits and
" pieces during the last l:i_ycars—mdn-
‘cates that the commission was wrong
when it coricluded that Lee Harvey
Oswald acted alone inkilling Kennedy.
And if that conclusion is wrong. the
only other reasonable conclusion is that

re was a cover-up — a cover-up in-
vo;vm"‘ag, fements of the Dallas police

ination of President John E._.

. 7t there was the Warren Commis)
sio} report itself. : o
Sept. 27, 1964, the commission re-
leased a 1,000-page report and 26 vol-
umes of documents and testimony based
on 25,000 interviews. Considering this .
. mass of information, plus the fact that it .
contained no index, it was impossible for —
newsmen and researchers to study ade- Co
quately the entire compilationof data, - .- "= " =
HENCE, VIRTUALLY ALL news was
taken from the report itself, the commis-
sion’s version of what appeared in the 26

even the report has nof been a6- =~ .
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. cepted at Tace: value by all the Ameri
p&;mrﬁen before 1970, nahyhga!—"fﬁ' -

- were reporting that as n!any as 80 per

-~ éent of the public disbelieved the
*". commission’s conclusions. .

What the commission had going for n,
says Robert Sam Anson, special events
pmducer for WNET Public Television in

New York, is not what it said but rather
the distinguished memberswhosaidit. - -

From recently declassified minutes of

commission’s executive sessions, it
agfpears its mission was more politi
investigatory. Earl Warren, form:
ef justice of the U. S. Supreme

told the commission he took the job
cause President Johnson convinced him
the country could be led into war if nu- -
morsof aconspiracy were not squelched. -
Serving with Warren weré Sen. John
Sherman Cooper, R-Ky, who later was
appointed as the first U.S. ambassadorto
East Germany by President Richard
. Nixon; Sen. Richard Russell, D-Ga., who
began to express doubts about Oawald s
mle in the assassination in 1970 and died
971; Rep. Hale Boggs, D-La., who also
resscd doubts about the commissign
rrﬂ) before he died in a plane crashjn
: Rep. Gerald R. Ford, who
questioned during his vice presidentjal
conﬁrmatnon hearings about 2 book
* wrote using classified commission docu- -
. ments; Allen Dulles, former director of
the CIA, and John J. McCloy, former .
president of the World Bank and board
chairman of Chase Manhattan Bank. °
- ‘These men based their decisions en- -
- tirely on information supplied by govern- -

* ment agencies — primarily the FBland -

CIA — which at that time were highly -

regarded but which some critics pow " -

conl.end mthhe!g ln!o:mamn. ey
[ ) . e -
. - SEVERAL COMMISSION critics ny
ﬂnemamfaullohtsreponbanotmthe
« conclusions, which were the only conclo--
" sions 1o be drawn from the available evi-" :
mﬁsel( but fazher from the ewdenoe
The commission concludcd that the -
first shot fired in Dealey Plaza passed
through Kennedy's neck, then struck
Texas Gov. John Connally, causing ex-
" gensive damage whenit shatteredarib. - '
j *Yhis-was challenged by Coamaiiyad

‘-hx

backmthele[twhenhewasstmck
- back. -

-~ -

is wife, N»lbe in the aulondTETEsde

ally. both in the commission
report and in subsequent interviews, said
he beard the first shot, recognized it as
coming from a rifle and immediately
- feared an assassination attempt. He said
he turned to the right and, unable to.
catch sight of Kennedy, began turnmg

Since a bullet travels laster than !he
_ speed of sound, he could not have heard
thesotmdoﬂheshotuiuchwumdedlum .
be!ore he was struck. - - HE

The Connallys’ stalcments are
ported by the Abraham Zapruder film d
_ the assassination, which shows Kennedy
7 wounded whxleConnallynsstﬂlsrmlmglo
" the crowd. © - -

In addition, many wnlness& testified to
the commission that the first sbotmxssed -
bolh Kennedly and Connally. .~ .vi.

. Mrs. Donald Baker told the commis—:
" sion that the first shot struck the street.
. Royce G. Skelton also said he saw a bul-
: Jet strike the pavement in front of the

&denl s car. Motorcycle Poli
Chaney, wbo probably wﬁna
s

, other than the-depository. -

c!osaﬁ person to Kennedy oufsndelge :
car’s occupants, told the Houston Chroni- ©
cle two days after the assassination that
the first shot missed. ~

But, if separate shots struck Kennedy
andConnallyandthe wilnesses were cor-. -
rect in seeing a bullet hit the street, was ™
there more than one gunman firing? -
The commission maintained that Ken-"*
nedy and Connally both were hit by one *
- manfiring from the sxxth fioor window of
the Texas Schoo k Depository.” 2

INTHE CO\L\HSSIO\"S report, eight
persons are quoted as saying that l.he
shots came from ths depository. - -

However, buried in the attendant 8
wvolumes of testimony, there are sme-
ments from at least 42 other persons who »
testified that shots came from. placs

Independent researchers,” such ‘as
Penn Jones Jr. and attorney Mark Lane.
say they have located dozens of addntonal
witnesses never inerviewed by the come * - =05
nusmnwhoalsostammesmscame‘
from different locations. ~ ¢

lnu:ecascolUmonTenmnaIRailroad :
employe S.M. Holland, the commission .
reports that he told of hearing a rifle °
. report and of seeing a puff of smoke come
b'omtbemodenl’enceontopofwegras- ’
sylmoluoutenght(romomxel’rwden- ..
t-.:‘.hmc.:sme Howev.er.meemmnssm

ke



., standing with Holland op top of the Triple

. Underpass corroborafed his story.
:  Richard,C. Dodd and James L. Sim-
- mons were with Holland and in 1965, ina -
: filmed interview with Lane, said
* too, heard-a shot coming from the fence
and saw -smoke,

Dodd and Simmons sald they jomed
- other railroad workers, who also heard
" shots from the fence, in running to that
* spot. Behind the fence they said they
found several cigarette butts and foot-
ans indicating a man had stood there
or somie time.

+ .- Anothef railroad employe, J.C. Price, :

- was on the roof of the Union Terminal

" dispatching tower just north of the Triple
Underpass. Lane filmed Price in 1965.
- Price said he heard shots from the direc-
- tion of the knoll and saw a man carrying

. wooden fence, past the cars and over be- |
. hind the Texas Depository Building.”

.. Neither Price, Dodd nor Simmons was
~ asked to testify before the “arm(:om-
mxssnon.

Jean Hill, 2 witness who was s!andmg
du'ectly across the street from the knoll,
. told the commission she saw a man ina

. brown overcpat and hat running from the

" knoll into the parking lot behind the
(fn fence. Her testimony, which sup-
" ports] the testimony of the railroad
- emplgves, was pot presented in
.-.conuj,usmn s report.

’ ¢ @

* PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE
- was hidden from public view.
.. The famed Zapruder film was bought

_immediately after the assassination by
" Time-Life Corp. and locked in a vault.
Orily a few selected still frames were
‘published in Life magazine.

-trial in New Orleans that copies. began

. circulating. .

.. Robert Groden. a freelance hewYork
optics technician, spent almost 10 years

ing and clarifying the Zapruder

studying X
film. Last n March he was responsible .

for the first television airing of the film
* on ABC's Goodnight America program.

+ Groden claims *‘phofo-enhanced™ cop-

“jes of the film show that Kennedy and
"Connally were struck by separate bul-
lets, that Kennedy was struck by four
separateshotsand that, contrary to his
- testimony bef¢re the Warren Commis-
: sion, Presi al limousine driver Wil-*
;ﬁameveerloo]cedbacktmceath'

slowedthecaranddldnotspeedm )

mulseconds

fater, " :
0wﬂleNunlsomadeaﬁlmdthe~
entire assassination. In Mark Lane's '
ﬁhn;“msh'l‘o.ludgment "M;:.!s:::id-
he thought shots came (mm

- something running *“over behind that -

1t was only in 1969, after the film was
=+ Subpoenaed as evidence in the Clay Shaw

. u:atUwytellnwsteeHaw Oswald
- was not in the window of the school book

* Whalthe report fafled to mentionwzs ... econ the Sehoo] Bock Besssiten
- thal several other ranlmaﬁa?l:‘?x: _ fexcn hotavren the School Book Bepursites .

ry and the railroad tracks.” Nix said at ;

' !he time he talkedto Forest Sorrels of the "
. Dallas Secrel Service office and that Sor-

rels also said shots came from the I’ence.’
Sorrels later denied this, : -
In the interview, Nix said he gave lus

" film to the FBI in December 1563 and -

much later was given back a copy. Asked -

* if he thought the copy he got back was

* indentical with his original, Nix replied,.
~. “Iwould say no . . . some of the Irames

. were missing . .-. some were ruined.”’

Mary Moorman took two Polaroid puc-

_ tures just before and during the fatal
" shots. From her position, the background _

of her photos would have included both ~
the depository and the grassy knoll. She -
told the commission that her {ilm ended
up in the hands of the Secret Service. l\o
one else has seen what her picturEs con-"

) tam.sbesaxdmlhemtemewwnhl.am.

HOWEVER. THESB EXAMPLES
could be dismissed as hasty or sloppy

. work on the part of goverriiment investi- *,
- gators. But thenthere is the treatment of 7

some withesses dunng the oommxss:on s
investigation. -
Richard Carr, a constmct:on Wi rker.
was on thesixth floor of the Dallas y "
rthouse at the time of the ina-
tiod. Carr told author Gary Shaw hesaw -,
a feavy-set man wearing a hat, tan
rtscoat and hom-rimmed glasses on -

sixth floor of the depository at the :
time of the shooting. He also said he saw -

. that man and another run from the depo-"*
- sxtory and get into a Rambler stauon

Cangave&awﬂusaocotmdhxsm- ¢

terview by the FBI shortly after the

assassination: . :
“The FBI came to my lmse lhere

were two o!them—they said they heard ~

* I witnessed the assassinationand 1 said *

did. They told me, ‘If you didn't see Lee’
Harvey Oswald in the school book deposi- ..
tory with a rifle, you didn't witness it." I _
said, *Well, the man I saw on television

depository. That'snot thesameman.” -

*He (an FBI agent) said I had befter -
keep my mouth shut. He didn't ask me
\\hatlsaw bewldmwhatlsaw"(:arr

said.
Dallas DeptnyShenff RogerCralgtold ™~
Hanrey

the commission he saw Lee

Oswald-run from the depository minutes :

after the shooting and get into a station .

wagon driven by another man, -
Craig also said he confronted Oswald

l\

o

in the office of Dallas Police Capt. Will .

szandlhatwlmaskedabotnl!nsh-'
tion wagon, Oswald rephed it belongedto ¥
@friecd of lns and 5.5 don’tb@_z_h__e_r_.

u PR P

Wi

" JThat talk with Oswald was danied ﬂ-
Fn'tz.—ﬁ’u % told the commission that i3]
. never took place and that Craig was nev: fﬁ:
. es in’ his office.%.%)3 6/5.‘.,?1"5}-4 ok

"
HOWL\'ER. lN 1969 Dallas Pohce,,,
- Chief Jesse Curry pubhsbed his personals
“JFK Assassination File.” On page 72: ‘( .
" there is a photograph entitled ' The Hom<% -
jcide Bureau office under guard while,,:
_ Oswald was being interrogated.” In tbat& K
pxcture Craig can be seen in-.,‘! .
side Fritz's o{ﬁee.""k‘ LI V a PR L
¢ In1975, Craig, wbowasnamedOﬂ"w- .
& of the Year in 1960 by the Dallas Traffic.Z - ",’Z
% -Commission, committed suicide’afterih - -
temng newsmen of altemptsonhis life /€3 .. < .
-Former Sen. U. &Raltharborougholag E
: -Texas was interviewed on ABC's ‘Goo(k,, o

srvmp o e - g .

TR 81

5 Yarborough "'said two - govemmentég
agentscametnseelum about the assas- assas-; g

smahonand , . . they walked in like :~
they were a couple’of deptnyshenﬂs and, ,}
3. ! T was a bank robber.?? x:’s* 32§ Z
,‘ Hesaxdmetmmenlnedtogelhxmto\‘
. Sign a pre-wrilten statemenumchend-d
r-ed with the words, “Thxslsalllkmw" s
i “about the assassination.” Yarbol’oushz SN
3saxdherefusedtosxgnltandmwhse-_ =
‘quent’'weeks, the agents began to *'bugg’
: hith, saying, "Youreholdmgth:sup. gz ;
" Yarborough said he finally wrote ‘,_ P
1 oun,stat.ementandgavemotheg tx’g ;

Nt i 1?’.-!&‘)-.‘\‘&
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surpnsed at how many people down at

the White Hotse didn’t file their affida-

-vits (until) after the date, after that of

mine the 10th of July, waiting to see what

:h\e\as going to say before they'd file
irs.”

tern to such treatment with witnesses
who gave lesumony conflicting with the
commission’s one-gunman

- alarm the number of material witnesses
“who died after the assassination.

Kennedy's death, 18 such witnesses died
.. = six by gunfire, three in motor acci-,
- dents, two by suicide, one from a cut
throat, one from a karate chop to the

from other patural causes.

An actuary commissioned by the Lon-
don Sunday Times concludeJ that on
Nov. 22, 1953, the odds against those 18

" people being dead by February 1967 were
one hundred thousand trillion to one.

TODAY, KENMZDY assassination re-
searchers place the number of persons

of Nov. 22 and who have since died at
more than 100.
©° The commission also failed to examine
o tH: connection between Oswald's slayer,
Jick Ruby, and organized crime.

- Senate Intelligence Committee
- reported interlocking relationships
among Cuban exiles, elements.of the CIA
and the Malfia, all of which had the capa-
bility to kill the President. -

The committee reported it uncovered
joint plans between CIA operatives and
Mafia figures to create assassination
squads to kill Cuba’s Fidel Castro.

Convicted Watergate burglar Frank
Sturgis, active in anti-Castro activities at
that time, told writer Michael Canfield
be was approached to take part in a do-
mestic assassination.

e So there were enough puzzdes sur-

Ca rounding the investigation of the Kenne-

: . dy assassination to indicate there were

~ others involved.
And if that was indeed the case, then
_there must have been other elements
. within the government that tacitly par-
 ticipated — through inaction — befi

the killing.

what President Eisenhower had called
the “military-industrial” complex which
= could have played a part in auowmg an
PR asgs__l;qp to take plaee. .

PRS- A.n

?, *To mv surpnse. when the volumes

"7 it is this allowing of 2 ioE.:ng rather
te Iinally printed and came out, I was * ' than a planning of one that chahges gov-

" He offered what e termed the “great-

Commission critics say there is a pat- .
ry.

‘They alsonote with a certain amount of -

In the the three-year period after

neck, three from heart attacks and two -

who have some connection to the events -

ore

Kennedy had angered elements of

emments, says Col. L. Fletcher Prouty,
liaision officer between the Pentagon

and the CIA during those years. .-

est single clue to that assassiantion" in
an article published in Gallery magazme
in September 1975. -, . _* e

He said assassinations are set in -
motion not so much by a specific planto *
kill as by efforts to remove or relax the -
ptotecuon around 2 target.

- e 0., e
“I\OO\E HASTOdlredanassassxm-_,
— it happens,” Prouty wrote.“The
aclue roleis pla)ed secrelly by permit—
ung it to happen.” <.
“That was why Presxdcnt Kemedy i
was killed. He was not murdered by -
some.lone gunman or by some limited -
conspiracy, but by the breakdown of the .
protective system that should have made
an assassination impossible.”

The Warren Commission i!self raised
some questions about the p:
lack of it, during l\ennedy s
Fort Worth-Dallas area.

1t noted testimony about rmembers: of .
the Secret Service drinking in Fort Worth *
the night before the killing and about -
members of the news media being given _
delails of Kennedy'smotorcade route. -

There were also other’ indications '
about a relaxing of protection. <. -«

And “once insiders knew that he (Ken-
pedy) would not be protected, n waseasy .
topick the day and the place . = . ¥ Prou-
ty wrote. “All the conspirators hadtodo :
was Jet the right “mechanics® (profes- :
sional assassins) know where Kennedy
would be and when and. most important-
1y, that the usual precautions would nat ;
have been made and Lhat cscape would
be facilitated. -

*This is the greatest smale clueto the
assassination,” Prouty wrute. ““Who had
the power to call off or reduce the usual -
securily precautions that are always in -
effect w r a president u-avels"~ :
glaslro did not hill l\emedy. nor did the °

A_ .

“The power source that arranged that -
murder was on the inside. It had the
means to reduce normal security and
permit the choice of 3 hazardous route. It .
also has had the continuing powerl.oeov- i
er that crime for (13) years.” -+ "I

More than a decade later, perhaps the .
answers will finally begintocomeout. -~

_The House Select Commitiee on Assas-
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