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* fhe new House Committee on A: 

nations may find itself faced with the 

distinct possibility that a coup d'etat oc- 

  

. S. government officials. 

That disturbing possibility — that the 

_ sudden and violent change in govern- 

: ment leadership which took place with 

. the slaying of Joha F Kennedy was al- 

“4 fowed to 
4 > which would have been unthinkable in 

- 153, 

- Hs, then. 

Inis conélusion stems from inform 

tion which casts serious doubts on the 

_ credibility of then-President Lyndon B. 

J *s hand-picked Commission on 

the ‘ination of President Joh E._- 

"Kennedy — ‘arren Commission. 

- information — published in bits and 

, pieces during the last 13 years — 

‘cates that the commission was wrong 

when it cortcluded that Lee Harvey 

Oswaldacted alone in killing Kennedy. 

ee And if that conclusion is wrong, the 

ct at only other reasonable conclusion is that 
re was a cover-up — a cover-up in- 

wont eh fements of the Dallas police 
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- ms ee, oe vite, 
SO rte WARS COTS ae 

curred in 1963 — with the complicity of U.. ‘ 

BA DECRG 

derartment, the Federal Bure2n_of 
Investigation, the Central Intelligence - 

Agency and other government agen
cies. °-._ ae 

. 
ae ee ———— 5 

Analysis: 
LN . _ 

That conclusion is based on two main 
’ factors: ain 

@ One, that the assassination itself = | =~ 
was not planned, but rather allowed to - ~ 

happen. : Se 

® Two, after the slaying of the presi- * 
dent, information which might show 
more than one person was involved w 
eitker withheld or ignored. 

. rst there was the Warren Commid 
sion report itself. . an 

Sept. 27, 1964, the commission re- ° 
leased a 1,000-page report and 26 vol- 
umes of documents and testimony based 
on 25,000 interviews. Considering this. 

. mass of information, plus the fact that it 
contained no index, it was impossible for — 
newsmen and researchers to study ade-_ : 
quately the entire compilationofdata.. 2°09" ° 

HENCE, VIRTUALLY ALL news was 
taken from the report itself, the commis- 
sion’s version of what appeared in the 26 

evén the report has nol been a@ 
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; cepted at face’ value by all the Ameri 
_ PROpIEEWen before 1970, the American," 

- were reporting that as rany as 8 per . 
‘gent of the public disbelieved the 

~~ commission's conclusions. - . 

What the commission had going for it, 
says Robert Sam Anson, special events 
producer for WNET Public Television in 
New York, is not what it said but rather 
the distinguished members who said it. 

    

commission "s executive Sessions, it 

   "told the commission he took ok the job 
cause President Johnson convinced him 

mors of aconspiracy were not squelched. - 
Serving with Warren were Sen. John 

Sherman Cooper, R-Ky, who later was 
appointed as the first U.S. ambassador to 
East Germany by President Richard 

. Nixon; Sen. Richard Russell, D-Ga., who 
began to express doubts about Oswald's 
mei in the assassination in 1970 and died 

S71; Rep. Hale Boggs, D-La., who also 
expressed doubts about the commission 
sts be pores he died i in a plane crashin 

id R. Ford, who 
aoctinned during his vice presidential 
Confirmation hearings about a book 

* wrote using classified commission docu- - 
_. Ments; Allen Dulles, former director of | 

* the CIA, and John J. McCloy, former . 
president of the World Bank and board ~ 
chairman of Chase Manhattan Bank. ~ 

- These men based their decisions en- - 
' tirely on information supplied by govern- © 

CIA — which at that time were highly - . 

: contend withheld information. 

| SEVERAL COMMISSION critics say 

“ conclusions, which were the only conclu-*- 
” gions to be drawn from the available evi-” : 

| > gence, but rather from the evidence” 

~ The commission concluded that the > 
— first shot fired in Dealey Piaza passed © 

: through Kennedy’s neck, then struck 
Texas Gov. John Connally, causing ex- | 

’ stensive damage when it shattereda rib. - 
“This-was ‘challenged by Cond 

  

   

   

  

   . “he ally, both in the commission 

back to the left when he was struck in 
- back. - 

From recently declassified minutes of 

the country could be led into war if ru- 

is wife, Nellie, in the autonzoneteside 

rt and in subsequent interviews, said | 
he heard the first shot, recognized it as 
coming from a rifle and immediately - 

- feared an assassination attempt. He said 
he turned to the right and, unable to: 
catch sight of Kennedy, began tuming 

Since a ‘bullet ‘travels faster than the’ 
_ speed of sound, he could not have heard 
"the sound of the shot which wounded hirn _ 
before he was struck. - me i: 

The Connallys’ statements are sup- 
ported by the Abraham Zapruder film mot 

_ the assassination, which shows Kennedy 
* wounded while Connally is still smiling to 
" the crowd. - . 

In addition, many witnesses testified to 
the commission that the first shot missed : 

:, both Kennédy and Connally. +e 
» Mrs. Donald Baker told’ the commis. 

* sion that the first shot ‘struck the street. 
- Royce G. Skelton also said he saw a bul- 
: et strike the pavement in front of the 
Fyesident’ 's car. Motorcycle Poli 

Chaney, who probably pe 
-_# 

  

* ment agencies — primarily the FBI and 

regarded but which some critics now ~~ 

eee seentat oy *, 

ea Sich wele the oly conch 

Penn Jones Jr. and attorney Mark Lanes’: 

| discounted his testimony. 

{= person to Kennedy cece : 
car’s occupants, told the Houston Chroni- ” 
cle two days after the assassination that 
the first shot missed. ~ 

But, if separate shots struck Kennedy 
and Connally and the witnesses were cor-: 
rect in seeing a bullet hit the street, was 
there more than one gunman firing? = 
The commission maintained that Ken- * 

nedy and Connally both were hit by one * 
man afi iring from the sixth floor window of 

_ the Texas School Book Depository... % 
e@eo 8 

EIN THE COMMISSION'S report, eight 
persons are quoted as saying that the 
shots came from ths depository. ~ "* 

However, buried in the attendant 2% | : 
volumes of testimony, there are state-, 
ments from at least 42 other persons who * 
testified that shots came from. places - 
other than the depository... + o> = 
Independent researchers,’ such ‘as 

say they have located dozens of additonal 
witnesses never inerviewed by the com- * 
mission who also state the shots came 
from different locations. ~* = 9° 7 
"In the case of Union Terminal Rail 

employe S.M. Holland, the commission * . 
Teports that he told of bearing a rifle : 

_ Feport and of seeing apuffofsmokecome 
from the wooden fence ontop of the gras. 

" gykool tothe right rom ofthe Presiden. . 
: ollimcusine. However, the commission 
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., Standing with Holland on top of the Triple ° 
_) Underpass corroborafed his story. 

:  Richard.C. Dodd and James L. Sim- 
+ mons were with Holland and in 1965, ina © 

: filmed interview with Lane, said 
” too, heard-a shot coming from the fence 
* and saw -smoke. 

Dodd and Simmons ‘said they joined 
: * other railroad workers, who also heard 
" shots from the fence, in running to that 

’ spot. Behind the fence they said they 
found several cigarette butts and foot- 

» Prints indicating a man had stood there 
lor sore time. 

  

- Another railroad employe, J.C. Price, = 
*. was on the roof of the Union Terminal 
dispatching tower just north of the Triple 
Underpass. Lane filmed Price in 1965. 

- Price said he heard shots from the direc- 
« tion of the knoll and saw a man carrying 

. wooden fence, past the cars and over be- 
hind the Texas Depository Building.” 

«, Neither Price, Dodd nor Simmons was 
> asked to testify before the Warren Com- 
; Mission. 

Jean Hill, a witness who was standing 
* directly across the street from the knoll, — 
, told the commission she saw a man ina 
, brown overcpat and hat running from the 
‘ Snoll into the parking lot behind the 
wooden fence. Her testimony, which sup- 

* ports] the testimony of the railroad 
“empleves, was not presented in 
_comipission’ $ report. | 

“ PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 
- was hidden from public view. 

The famed Zapruder film was bought 
immediately after the assassination by 
“Time-Life Corp. and locked in a vault. 
Orly a few selected still frames were 
‘published in Life magazine. 

  

  

wal ox in New Orleans, that copies, began 
_ circulating. 

Robert Groden, a freelance New York- 
optics technician, spent almost 10 years 
studying and clarifying the Zapruder 

.film. Last n March he was responsible . 
for the first television airing of the film 

‘on ABC's Goodnight America program. 
+ Groden claims “‘photo-enhanced” cop- 
“Yes of the film show that Kennedy and 
‘Connally were struck by separate bul- 
lets, that Kennedy was struck by four 

“separate shols and that, contrary to his 
- testimony befqre the Warren Commis- 
i sion, Presi al limousine driver Wil-” 
i tam Greer logked back twice at Kenne- 
dy, slowed thetcar and did not speed up . 

joule Nic alse'made 9 fin of the 
entire assassination. In Mark Lane's ‘ 

  

i 

fle eh Todudgret ” Nixsteecai stoocaid - 
“be thought shots shots came from “behind la 

~ something running “over behind that = - 

"It was only in 1969, after the film was 
“Subpoenaed as evidence in the Clay Shaw 

What the report faled to mentiongS toes cesacct prop besos ” enst sevefal other ed to mations _ fevcehotemren the School Book Beposite-” 
ry and the railroad tracks.” Nix said at; 
the time he talked to Forest Sorrels of the °: 

. Dallas Secret Service office and that Sore * 
rels also said shots came from the fence." 
Sorrels later denied this. >- 

In the interview, Nix said he gave his 
"film to the FBI in December 1963 and - 

much later was given back a copy. Asked : 
‘ if he thought the copy he got back was 
: indentical with his original. Nix replied,;. 
“, “I would say no. . . some of the frames - 
. were missing. ...some were ruined.” 

Mary Moorman took two Polaroid pice: 
tures just before and during the fatal: 

* shots. From her position, the background _ 
of her photos would have included both ~ 
the depository and the grassy knoll. She : 
told the commission that her film ended . 
up in the hands of the Secret Service. No - 
one else has seen what her picturEs con-° 

tain, she said in the interview with Lane. 

HOWEVER, THESE EXAMPLES | 
could be dismissed as hasty or sloppy © 

. work on the part of goverrifnent investi- *, 
: gators. But then there is the treatment of ” 
some witnesses during the commission’ 35 
investigation. *- 
Richard Carr, a construction wi rker, < 

was on thesixth floor of the Dallas y 
rthouse at the time of the ina- 

tiof. Carr told author Gary Shaw he'saw * 
a feavy-set man wearing a hat, tan- 

riscoat and hom-rimmed glasses on -: 
sixth floor of the depository at the - 

time of the shooting. He also said he saw - 
. that man and another run from the depo-* 
. sitory and get into a Rambler station 

‘wagon. 
Carr gave Shaw this account of his in- ‘ 

terview® by the FBI shortly after the 
assassination: : 

“The FBI came to my house — ‘there ” 
were two of them — they said they beard © 

‘ I witnessed the assassination and I saidI * 
did. They told me, ‘If you didn't see Lee” 
Harvey Oswald in the school book deposi- .. 

- That talk with Oswald was denied by 
a told the commission that i me 

. never took place and that Craig was nevs RQ. 
:et in his office.#)5 3 ated oe 

> 

HOWEVER; IN 1363," ’ Dallas’ Police,» 
+ Chief Jesse Curry published his personal? .>- 
“JFK Assassination File.": On page 72: a 5 

" there is a photograph entitled “The Hom-~% - 
'jcide Bureau office under guard while,’ 
_ Oswald was being interrogated.” “In that-3 ae 

- Picture, Craig can be seen bot . 
side pars een <2 seat. Ve Pg So 
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t terrane et aema . 
¢ Texas was interviewed on ABC's ren” ae 

  

*+ Yarborough” ‘said “two - oe eat 
3 agents came to see him about the assas-<. 
sination and “. china wae 

; they were a coupleof deputy sheriffs and;: ed 
: ' Twas a bank robber.” ingtig! BL bpele ra! 
os He said the two men triedto get him tov * w 
;” Sign a pre-written statement which end- it i 
red with the words, “This is all I know 13 “Rt 
E about the assassination.” ome eo 

  

j. Said he refused to sign it and in subse-. 
‘quent’ weeks, the agents began to “bug”; 

: high, saying, “You're holding this up + 4 : 
‘arborough said he finally wrote 2 3 

i nek rrmegenenseety Seg 
Se ne EP EE etd       

        

me
 

    
  

tory with a rifle, you didn’t witness it." 112: 
said, ‘Well, the man I saw on television 

. that they tell me is Lee Harvey Oswald 
- was not in the window of the school’book ‘' 

itory. That’snotthesameman.”? - 2 
“He (an FBI agent) said I had better - 

keep my mouth shut. He didn't ask me + 

   

   

    

   

what Isaw,h he told me what I saw, "Care 
Sail 
Dallas Deputy Sheriff Roger Craigtald x“ 

the commission he saw Lee Harvey ~ 
Oswald-run from the depository minutes <_” 

after the shooting and get into a station | ; 
wagon driven by another man. - 
Craig also said he confronted Oswald 2 . 

in the office of Dallas Police Capt. Will £, 
Fritz and that when asked about the sta-7.2 
tion wagon, Oswald replied it belonged to} 3: 
2 fect of his and“. is ~ don’t bpng het, 
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er: 

” “To my surprise, when the volumes 

~~ surprised at how many people down at 
the White Hotfse didn't file their affida- 

-vits (until) after the date, after that of 
mine the 10th of July, waiting to see what 

: I was J going to say before they'd file 
~-L theirs.” 

tern to such treatment with witnesses 
who gave testimony conflicting with the 
commission's one-gunman 

- alarm the number of material witnesses 
“who died after the assassination. 

Kennedy's death, 18 such witnesses died 
.. six by gunfire, three in motor acci-. 

- dents, two by suicide, one from a cut 
throat, one from a karate chop to the 

from other natural causes. 
An actuary commissioned by the'Lon- 

don Sunday Times concludeJ that on 
Nov. 22, 1963, the odds against those 18 

’ people being dead by February 1967 were 
one hundred thousand trillion to one. 

TODAY, KENNEDY: assassination re- 
searchers place the number of persons 

of Nov. 22 and who have since died at 
more than 100. 

* ‘The commission also failed to examine 
- GE connection between Oswald's slayer, 

vo Jack Ruby, and organized crime. 
- Senate Intelligence Committce 
sO reported interlocking relationships 

among Cuban exiles, elements of the CIA 
and the Mafia, all of which had the capa- 
bility to kill the President. - 
The committee reported it uncovered 

foint plans between CIA operatives and 
Mafia figures to create assassination 

- Squads to kill Cuba‘s Fidel Castro. 
Convicted Watergate burglar Frank 

Sturgis, active in anti-Castro activities at 
that time, told writer Michael Canfield 
he was approached to take part in a do- 
mestic assassination. 

fee, So there were enough puzzles sur- 
oe rounding the investigation of the Kenne- 

. . y assassination to indicate there were 
* others involved. 

And if that was indeed the cass, then 
there must have been other elements 
within the government that tacitly par- 

~ ticipated — through inaction — before 
the killing 

what President Eisenhower had called 
the “military-industrial™ complex which 

se could have Played a a part in allowing 3 an 

_ essiniay to take place. _ 
a a5 

  

Ef fs this allowing of 2 isting rather 
re finally printed and came out, was | than a planning of one that chahges gov. 

"He offered what he termed the “‘great- 

Commission critics say there is a pat- 

ry. 
They also note with a certain amount of - 

In the the three-year period after — 

neck, three from heart attacks and two ~ 

who have some connection to the events - 

Kennedy had angered elements of - 

  

   emments, says Col. L. Fletcher Prouty, 
liaision officer between ¢ the Pentagon 

   

est single clue to that assassiantion” in 
an article published in Gallery magazine 
in September 19738. 1) 02 2 Pap: 

He said assassinations. are set in 
motion not so much by a specific plan to * 
Kill as by efforts to remove or relax the - 

protection around a target. ; zh 
i. ee oo 2 P 

“NO ONE HAS TO direct an assassinia- 
tion — it happens,” Prouty wrote.: “The 
active role is played secretly by permit: -_ 

ting it to happen. 
“That was rey President “Kennedy . 

was killed. He was not m urdered by” 
some.lone or by some limited .. 
conspiracy, but by the breakdown of the 
protective system that should have made” 
an assassination impossible.” 
The Warren Commission fisell raised * 

some questions about the p' 
lack of it, during Kennedy’ s 
Fort Worth-Dallas area. : 

It noted testimony about mem 
the Secret Service drinking in Fort orth 
the night before the killing and about ~ 
members of the news media being given _ 
details of Kennedy's motorcade route. 
There were also other’ indications 

about a relaxing of protection. :. -« 
And “once insiders knew that he (Ken. 

nedy) would not be protected, it waseasy . 
to pick the day and the place . : . * Prou- 
ty wrote. “All the conspirators had todo - 
was let the right ‘mechanics’ (profes- : 
sional] assassins) know where Kennedy 
would be and when and, most important- 
ly, that the usual precautions would not ; 
have been made and that escape would 
be facilitated. - 
“This is the greatest ‘single clue to the : 

assassination,” Prouty wrote. “Who had 
the power to call off or reduce the usual - 
security precautions that are always in - 
effect w r a president travels? .~ ° 
Gero did not nill Kennedy, nor did the * 

A. . 

“The power source that arranged that 
murder was on the inside. It had the 
means to reduce normal security and © 
permit the choice of a hazardous route. It . -: 
also has had the continuing power tocov- : 
er that crime for (13) years.” vt 
More than a decade later, perhaps the . 

answers will finally begintocomeout. ~ 
_The House Select Committee on Assas- — 
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