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! +-. By DICK PROUTY —.
&2 "Denver Post Staff Writer
s+ - {| “*Denver oilman John J+King
. -lost his attempt Monday to ob- d
. .4ain_compensation for the rifle
‘that killed former President
Jobn F. Kennedy,

=~A U.S. District Court jury in
"Denver ruled that Lee Harvey
d abandoned the rifle,
- il -¥herefore, King couldn’t hav
-] ¥urchased it from Oswald"
i _idow, the jury ruled. -
The jury set the value of
iy .-0€ weapon as a eollector’s
‘1 ~item at zero, :
1> The panel of three womeqn P3Y f0 See
| #d nine men awarded King
| & $350 return from the govern-
LR "1 ment for rights to the 38-cali-
: :bgr pistol Oswald used_to mur-
e T
- d&E—a—puuing Dallas—psirol-
.man, J. D, Tippit. King had
‘paid Mrs. Oswald $10,000 for
the weapons. -

The jury was asked to deter-
- mine whether King should re-
ceive ‘any compensation for
| the rifle and pistol.

The abandonment question
wasn’t connected with the pis-
tol, which was taken from Os-
. wald on his arrest,

"1 King, 27 Sunset Drive, Ch

|Tills Village, testified ‘that 4
::4 gun collector he valued

g

tion.”

claim, and

association,

I§ss of the

have any
authority to

R

g! urder ‘wespon at $450,000.
:i%as sold to Oswald by a Chl-
{1cago mail order Arm for $21.45,
'iacluding teléscopde sight.

..} King hased hij bid for the
1,65 mm Manligher Carcano
. -talian military rifle on g Dec.
-+ 31, 1984, contract with Mrs. Os;
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i Mrs. Oswald was to get an
. additional $35,000 if King- ever .
| FR possession of the weapons vl
. Which were taken by the J .1 NAé i
; “srCommission, R

SRR —_ )

would receive “just

‘Barred from ever
weapon he'd never
sought $5 million for the
and the .38-caliber pistol.

nlle based

cial exploitation wvalye if

:lrf rifle could be shown around
world to illi

it.
{udge Doyle barred any soch

could only consider the value
of the weapon as a collectar’s
item, not for any

Lee Harvey Oswald aband-
oned the rifle at the Texas
School Baok
mediately afler
the government
Therefore, Mrs. Oswald couldn
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King was represented by at-
torney W. C. Garrett, Dallas,
and Denver attorney William'
G. Odell Lawyers for the gov--

Siemnment were Lawrence M.
rifle{Henry, U. 8. attorney for Col-

compensa-

getﬁng the
seen, Ki

Odell said Monday it wasn’t
Personsmllmgtodecidediruzecaseumbeap
pealed. King has estimated he
has spent $25,000 in trying to
obtain the rifle or compensa-
tion for it.

King testified he valued the
pistol which Oswald bought fo
§23.95 at $25000 by itself
$50,000 if it and the rifle wer:
acquired fogether. :

told the jury it

historical
.

1
the rifle, regard. The jury reached its unani-
contract. mous verdict Friday morning.

It was sealed for reading Mon-;
day. :
King wasn't present to hear
the outcome of the case, His
secretary said he had no com.’
m i VS

Depository ime
the shooting
maintained.

upon it er
sell it, the gov-

eITY! ernment claimed.

The _eovernment also used
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