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The hatchet 1ob on Jim Garrison continues,

This time it was a leak of government
medical records on Garrison to a reponer
of the Chicago Tribune,

Such medical records, of course are

" confidential,

Garrison is commumg hns mvest-gauon
into the assassination of President Kennedy
with na help from anyone else, Witnesses are
taking refuge in other states, and governors
of these states are then refusing extradition,
Garrison thus can issue subpoenas, but he
gets no help in bringing the witnesses in to
testify,

Federal afncncs have also refu9d to

’ qooperate. e

This re'urrecuon smacked of 3 govem-
ment ploy to discredit New Or!cans Dnstnct
Attorney Jim Garrison, -

No olhcr explanation fitted thc obv:ous

"ezking” of a privileged military medical

nr;ord studded with jawbreaking psychiatric

“jargon that might tead the puldic to suspect

- that Garrisun should be Ielchcd at once by
Mtbe whne coats, -l s s :

T

"1t was one of thr- most ﬂagrant known -
_government uses of pnvate papers in an

attempt to Intimidate a citizen, in this caze

" a state officiel, Garrison drew the dubiout

honor of being the target because of his

persistent probe of the a*assination of {

President Jotin F, Kennedy.

"The planting of the story about htsb‘
militagry medical history appcamd to support

charqm ‘that the fcdcral govcrnment the

3 Cmtemgence Agency (Cllmn‘mmcu-
" tar, was attempting to frustrate hns investi-

gation of a possible conspiracy. =
- Themajor government counteratlack came

" three days after Garrison bluntly accused

!Pmsxdcnt Lyndon B. Jobnson and FBl Dnrector
3. Edgar Hoover of covpnng up “the truth”.:
. about President Kennedy's murdec in.Dall;

&:e—‘—p‘&idl-macking ptosccu(or s pbmr‘m’ﬁk .

hum'm‘waf 22, 1963, His prpwous verbal :

bombardmen s had zeroed in mamTv on
_ cloakK=and-dagger espionage agency, IA
which won't even reply to a polite howdy?"
The Johnwen administration had been in °
the nerve-wracking position of being unable
to answer Garrison’s roundhouse accusations
in the face of forthcoming elections. The
trial of New Orleans retired businessman
Clay Shaw on assassingtion conspiracy charges
is pending in court, and anything said might °
be construed as prejudicing hiscase. . -
Regardiess of the outcome of the Shaw ™ [) -
_ case, the attendant publicity is bound to L,’) ; f* g /‘_-f‘A'
have an effect on the Johnson administration, "= 7 "
As chief executive, President Johnson stands £ 107 PRCORDLD
responsible for the actions or inaction ofGQ> jfd JAN 9 1998
government agﬂncnes which President Ken™ (! z
nedy found wasn't easy in the case of th
free- whce!mg secretive CIA, - :
Now, it’s clear that Garrison won't shut R ML A E:
up his harpmg about the spy agency’s . 'D¢ Washington "°5
alleged sins. So, let the CIA take care of : .. Times Hcrald
itseif, Who'll know the trut;m afouthuch a Thc \\ashmglon Dally \c s
collection of fog, anyway? Let Garrison *Ihe Ev Washi
chout himeelf snlly into avoid. With the CIA ,n_‘c ;: c:mgs(Sm‘(‘ a:h nflm{
people tocked up in Virginia, who's to answer ¢ 21043Y 'a'( as mgf’") T
him, or get cornered by some working D"'Y News (New ‘f°"“) —
v .fhgngfonmnmpondengz____:__‘___"—: Sunday \'cv«s (New York) .
SThon-dim Garrison, a Demessst-ebsiously “New York Post
unhinged and gone berserk, lobbed a fulu at” . The New York ‘
the White House, Umhmkab!e! Enough’s too The Sun ( (Balnmorc)
much! Have at him! * .mc “mk"
Of course, maybe thats not the way the:
jw.nd blew at all, Maybe Garrison’s bombshell - . The New Leader
_Thn: walt Slrccl ]ouma
The \':monal Obscrvcr

wasn’t- heard, wherever President Johnson
‘was; possibly the White House shrugged it off
a¢ a Mew Orleans mosquito not worth slapc .
ping. Possibly , , . But there’s no “’possibly”
" about the fact that someone lobbed a doozy -
. back at Garrison, .. ._...F0
The Chicago Tnbune b!ossomed wnh §
disaster-sized headlines on an “exclusive”.
story that Garrison wres under the care of 3~
psychiatrist from tha fall of »?S—GG—m the X
spring of 1955,
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* Acrording 1o the story, an Airpy madizal
boarg—gt-Brooke Hospital in San Ar  ‘lo,
~Texas, reported Garrison had “a seve. .nd -
disabling ipsychoneurosis of long duration.” .
He was given a medical discharge from the
“Army. bt should be noted -here that the .
circumstances’ did not mean Garrison was -
.. *"crazy”’—psychotic. He wasn't any worse off .
* than millions of Américans. R R
fronically, considering the charges hurled -
“+at Garrison by opponents who tab him 3

The incident of the Chicagn Trihine’s

brazen political opportunist and self-booster, ~ two-year-old “exclusive” showed that strange
the “psychiatrists found he had been”ashy, = - bgdfellows are made by the Garrison contr
_ somewhat introverted individual throughout - - | versy. The radically Republican Tribune
Cfife” ..o A o could goat over the discomfort of Democrats
The Chicago Tribune spread its “exclusive” = . - | embarrassed by the maverick New Orleans
story ki means of its wire senviCE 1o other . . . prosecutor, - -« .3

nevssoansrs, The Tribune hails its:%f_'a_sﬂ"lho Rabidly Democratic nguspapers coul
- Vlorlds Greatest Newspaper,” but 2z, some- " | happily hope that the planted news bombshell
fimesitisnt, . .. - would demolish the “Jolly Green Glant” and
Seems its whooped-up excluzive was ex- - put an end o the furking possibility that he
c';;f'" :ecaus; 3:2” tvio ‘l“f; ?!::d Tf:‘: L “really has something” after the administra- "~
whole story about Garrizon was hashed o tion_said_he didn’t fed tp discnurage |
"in public, on television, in an election " Him. i and »tned o -
campaign in 1965, . . o _
The Chicago Tribune reported its “ex-
. clusive” Garrison story was based on “detail-
. od medical histories” kept in the Pentagon -
and at the Army Record Center in St. Louis.
Personal medical records are classified as -
“privileged,” like private,and are not refeased
without written permission of the person -
concerned. A reporter doesn’t just walk in .
and “borrow”™ the secords, as he would 3
tibrary book. . o S
Who then, sneaked Garrison’s medical
;¢ .record to the Tribune reporter? That's what -
> the Army now is lrying to learn through an
. jnvestigation. The result,if there is one, won't -
‘corne for three or four months, - -~ - "
. - Complicating the probe is the system that
- glicws other government agencies—the CIA,
- for instance—to take out records, presumably - *
* forTegitiniste purposes. This makes it toudh .
to_pip_deyn the official who tried to dis-
credit Garrison by slipping an Grzary Tri
bune reporter a two-year-old “scoop,”:
; Whatever his merits, or lack of them, Jim
" Garrison, dubbed the “Jolly Green Giant”
arquped Me Otleans (he's six-feetfour), has’

“rapidly become 3 puzzling national pheno

ména, 3 storm center of controversy. oo
The mention of his name can start
violent arguments, revolving around the Gues-
" tion of vihether he's really “got something”-
"in his belief that President Kennedy was
assasinated” by members of a conspiracy,
that Lee Harvey Oswald was a fall guy who
-never fired 3 shot that fateful day in Dallas,}
Texas. DA A RIS I
.. %¥his theory contradicts the Warren Com-
mission” belicf that Oswald olone, for no
“knovm  motive, killed the President with 3
chean _mail order ftalian rifle that was; -
defective when imported,  e——t—2 ‘
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