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‘In a baok Just-pxirivireny 3
world-famous pathologist who
is also a leading authority on.
bullet wounds criticizes the
autopsy performed on Presi-
.dent K nnedy’s body and says
. the Wirren Commission erred
o fn nof calling ‘afterwards for|’
‘ pathclogists who have exteny
i sive expenence wph such'
: "wounds. L2
" In essence, D;,bmionllle.
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-medlcal examiner, says thie.
® No pathologist who fpe-
eializes in forensic medicine

with bullet wounds took pac!

cine is that branch of med’-”
cine dealing with medica! €v=
: . dence in court trials or an;
i .step in the admxmsl:atwn of
Justice). -

® No- such specialist was
called by the Warren Commis-
_sion to -investigale the prob-
‘lem of the number of bullets
and their paths through the
bodies of the President and
Gov, John B. Connally of
Tex3s.

o Ef the Warren Commission
beed consulted, they might
havt clarified once and for all
the question of the wounds pf

“ent- re frd exit™ and t

the two men.
® If theWarren Commission
%ad eall~d on such men, Hel-
* pern helieves it might have
heen ahle to avoid “the aura
of doubt and suspicion that
has enveloped™ fts work and

conclusions.

Caccer Account

Deligits” an account of the
- carcer of the 65year-old Hel-
pern, ry::arded as 2 world lead-
er in jforensic medicine and
vestigation of bullet
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\pnd bas extensive experrm-n -

in the autopsy. (Forensic med- :
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“Helpern, who has performed
or 'thr"éfﬂy)vsupervx.,ed * 60,000 .
autopsies, 10,000 of them in- °
volving bullet wounds, has
been dcscribed in ‘rhe New
York Times as “Sherlock
Holmes with a microscope,”
“one of the best medical de-
tectives in the world,” and the
man who “knows more about
violent death than anyone else -
in the couniry.”
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to help Innocent men con.
victed of murder. Coh

Periodical Publisher

claims for it the largest circu-
lation—7000 lawyers, investi-

rators and others—of any:

legal periodical. lj—yoi REC'Z‘-

$10 a year. - . . .
ti.or Houts, attending a - R IR

recAnt cocnvention of former
Bllazcnt:, sa' in the Slypre-
am} Hot¢! s--'te he shabed
ufl? his wife . d four of is
sexen chiidren and tal ed
ab}«" Helpern's criticisms of|
the medical afformath of Pres.
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ident Kennedy's assassination,
Helpern  docsn't question
'the criminal: investigation or-
: xu conclusions and he doesnt 7
say ﬁhe Warren Commissio .
medical conclusions a':': ~
wrong, but he has his doubts, i
He doubts strongly the Com- F .07
mission’s conclusion that one
of the two bullets that struck

h: gssndcnt passed through

y and in

c?;'ma"y‘ gy, to Gowernor
hus, he agrees with Go ]

v
nor Connally who has lnslstf-: :
that he was struck by the gee.
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He Mvas a key prosecution; 35 HPWE
AR witness in the trial of Dr. Carli . § 150 "o 7077 /
. Coppolino, comicted earlier j, ’ i li 3
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Author of the book is HEE . -

"Bl agent Marshall Houts, g

lawyer and author™$1710 - P d
bhoks on medicallegal bourt 1, ~° |AjlicslagBullet o 5% £
etidence. He was associated  _. aly two’of the' three’ bil
ytars ago with mystery writer] - tefs were found and it is Hpl-
Erle Stanley Gardner in Gard- pérn's theory ¢hat the missidg
ner'’s famed Court of Last Re- bunct is one that struck the
sort, a private agency set up Governor, went through his

body, and got lost. The way of

a bullet can be
lose one that has ‘wound

‘ .
~ Houts ,ils publisher of “Trau- Zg:?fone..‘-, mt xare. He

ma,” a hard-cover, bimonthly s con
Jegal periodical Qcaling with s]?:t&ihaet g.::g%;l?a: ‘c:;“c -
medicai-legal evidence and ed by a bdullet that passpd

ugh, President Kenne3's
ody Helpern has this'1o sa¥: -
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This_sizgle bullet theory
requires us to belley rivac ™ .
bullet went through seven lay-.
ers of skin—tough, elastic, re- :
sistant skin. It passed through
the back of the President’s
neck, then out rough his -~
throat; it entere the Gover-
nor’s back and out through his!’
Ichest; it next enterd the siyn
‘on [the back of his wrist; @it}
cathe out through the layer pf
skt on the inside of his wri ‘
anl it .apparently
the layer of skin cn his left|
thigh. In addition to these
seven lavers of tough human
skin, this bullet passedi. -
through other layers of soft
tissuc; and then these shat-
tered bones!

»] just cant believe that]|
this bullct had the force 1o do
what Mr. Specter (Assistant
Counsel Arlen Specter) and
the Commission have demand-
edofit...”

{skin Resistance

And Helpern also says: “ ..
Mr. Specter and the Commis:|
e tsjon have asked too mucl
- from this bullet. You must re

’ irgember that next to bone, th
:<kin offers the greatest resis
tInce to a bullet in its course
tirough the body than any
other kind of tissue. The ener-
gy of the bullet is sometimes
so spent that it can't quite get
out through the final layer of
skin and it comes to rest just
beneath the outside layer of
skin. If it does get through the
skin, it may not have enough
energy to pénetrate even an
or a light cotton

i

that the bullet alleged to haved
done all this wasn't distorted
in any way” and fost only 8
«{raction of its original weight.
! »1 cannot believe,” he said,
«(hat this bullet is going. 10
emerge miraculously  un-
scathed, without any defor-
mity and with its lands and

graoves intact”
} Aouzh It may b’E‘ [09 _l-t"..e_ to
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do anviNing, Hel[geré":m. h;l bk
suggested that X-tays a :d phio-
tos of the President’s body,]
which are now closeted in the] .-
National Archives, be exam-
ined by specialists in forensic
medicine who have had much
experience  with  gunshot, '
wounds. He sugpested also
that Dr. Russell Fisher. Mary-)
1and medical examiner, be one
of these, N

Experis Not Used - -

At one point in the chapter] .7 - T i
dealing with this subject, Hel| - !
pera £ays.: Py Al bvparl IR :
| “The tr ~ic thing Is thatla -
greatly lojed Preiident wis)
n_t';t given the *ame type of e} - -
pert medics! attention .and; 70
medical respect in death th;tl
he re‘ccived in life. When he:
was having his back problems.!
he .properly consulted the’
leading experts in the field of -~
orthopedic surgery; but, you
sce, in death, the task of eval-
pating his bullet wounds was’
not given to experienced ex-:
perts in tiys field. It was still

the old sa\ ihat an autopsy §s
an autopsylis an autopsy a
anyone can}do it, particula
so long as he is a general §r
I'hospitai’ patiologist™ ~ - -
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