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CHICAGO-~IT WAS PRUSIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY'S CONCERN FOR THE . =
‘NEGRO AND HUMAN DIGNITY THAT TOOK HIM TO TEXAS THE WEEKEND HE WAS
KILLED, CARL T,.ROUAN FORMER AMBASSADOR TO FINLAND, SAID IN AN .
ARTICLE RELEASED YESTERDAY. . . » o
‘wpp R U AN, WRITING IN THE CURRENT ISSUE OF EBONY MAGAZINE, SAID THE
"PETTY" POLITICAL FEUD BETVEEN THEN VICE. PRESIDENT Jomncon AND -
- TEXAS COMSERVATIVES WAS .ONLY A SECONDARY CAUSE OF THE TRIP. . - c
JQUIHOR WILLIAM MANCHESTER WROTE IN "THE DEATE OF A PRESIDENT® -,
THAT THE MAIN PEASON FOR KENNEDY'S TRIP WAS TO PATCH UP THE SPLIT IN
THE_TEXAS DEMOCBATIC PARTY. . = oy e
| ROWAN, A FORMER REPORTER FOR THE MINNEAPOLIS TRIBUNE, SAID IN- b
" THE ARTICLE, "THE LAST TINE 1 SAW JOHN F. KENNEDY fi vAS THE T o T
TARGET OF VIOLENT SUSPICIONS “AND RAW KOSTILITY ON THE PART OF - = . . = -
MILLIONS OF WHITE ANMERICANS' WHO ARGUED THAT HE HAD GONE TOO FAR « v . o - ==
- BOSUPPORT OF THE NEGRO." 'ROVAN ADDED THAT "PEOPLE ALL OVER THE = . ..
VORLD" KAD BEGUN TO COMPARE KENNEDY WITH ABRAHAM LINCOLN, SR
NpounATRED IS SPREADING ACRCSS THIS COUNTRY LIKE A PLAGUE,» -~ . .7 -
ROUEN QUOTED KENNEDY AS SAYING THE DAY BEFORE HE LEFT FOR' TEXAS. & -
fnTHE BIGOTS, THE BIRCHITES, ARE LIKE A PLAGUE., THIS TREND IS ° Sy
DANGEROUS FOR THIS COUNTRY® 1T ENDANGERS YOU, ME AND HUMAN RIGHTS - -
AND ALL THAT THIS ADMINISTRATION STANDS FOR. - B
| "I HAVE NMADE UP MY MIND THAT A PRESIDENT IS OBLIGATED TO USE T L
. |TME PRESTIGE OF HIS OFFICE TO TRY TO HALT THIS DAMNED MADNESS. 1°'M .
i [SCING TO TEXAS TOMORROW BECAUSE I BELIEVE IT IS SOMETHING I AN .. - ‘-
5 |OBLIGATED .70 DO " . . o , R
¢ ROVAAN SAID HE VET WITH KENNEDY ON.NOV. 20, 1963, THE DAY S
- BEFORE THE” PRESIDENT.LEFT ON HIS FATAL JOURNEY. IT WAS AT THIS TINE o
i . KENNEDY EXPRESSED HIS PURPOSE IN GOING TO TEXAS, ROWAN SAID. o,
i "WHAT WAS IMPORTANT TO ME WAS THAT KENNEDY HAD PLEDGED TO THROW . BE
4 (A POMER AND PRESTIGE OF THE PRESIDENCY BEHIND EFFORTS TO MAKE .
| MERICA'S NEGROES FIRST-CLASS CITIZENS,™ ROWAN SAID, o
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