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“The Mafo_rfi't:y i
Think He Must
Have Something’

tntuuntin it RES

Obscrving Mr. Garrison’s
Bizarre Investigation’ Of
.- Kennedy’s Assassination

o NEW ORLEANS.
ng s here. Azaleas show off

spri

. tavender, fuchsia, and pink around Jack-.

son Square, and tulips guard the statu

with military precision. The sky is a del- .
feate Wedgwood hiue with the faintest

touch of white.
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These are facts, but they are Just abouf

for this story

son into ag alleg

Mr. Garrison

may be and it may nnt be; the point

ho one—maybe not- even Mr, Garriso

himsti{—knows. -

. Nev Orleans, where Intrigue and con-

story must be built |
on rumor and gos-,

This i3 not to &
for sure tnat Mr.
- Garrison’s investiga- - -
tion is bulit on these fragile premises.

the only establishable facts that will ap- -
: 5 pear in this story,

is

about the Investlga-
tion by District At~
torney Jim Garri-

ed

;

conspiracy to mur-: o
der President Jonn: ()

- N [ PR S . WV ad

¥. FKenncdy. The

sip and speculation . -
and innuendo andp
guesswork. - L A
2Y .

It
is,"

spirecy have pubbled through three cen- -
turles of enchanting history, {s atwitte

with rumars. On almost every street cor’REC'-]a

ner, in almost every home, in the oyster ..

pars and tie glamorous Gallic restaur-: .
an's, _thclnatlvcs are swapping tales, Not
gne In & ‘hundred has any truth. But who 1

knows which one might? -2 -

L The (irst thing everyone says Is: what ¢ B
. do you think? Then, \Le Incyitable fol-:

Jow-up: What I don't understand 1s . .

1 had hardly stepped onlo the jet-for
thae {iight to sew Orieans than-l met one
of the most distinguished citizens of this
state, who unfolded a litany of conspiracy
that hoggled the imagination. ‘This was
no sidewalk -toul but a person privy to the ’
secrets nf fhe republic. The tales should .

hadz e urest fantasy, but S FTWs?

.‘b;':'

n s i~

" Garrison proceeded to announce that he'’

,'Qi_:i_nt_z_pl_lob_.an_d_‘apnarcntly gie of lhe

: {DeLocch L4 A
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2o ¥ Mohe % i
'-v- guSper.___.——- i
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Trotter L. e
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Holmes ' i
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Gandy ,___.Y_- 2
The News Leaked out - \u)ll//» '

freieaTe, of course, some facls that 7 { .
should be recorded. Last month, the news o v
seeped out that District Attorney Garrison .
tad been at work for months on an fa- ’
vestigation about possible conspiracy in -
the assassination, challenging the Warren
Commission’s conclusion that Lee Harvey | -
Oswrald was the Jone Killer and that there
was ‘“no credible evidence” to the
contrary. . i e

Despite the prevalent skepticism, Mr.

nad solved the crime and that there e )
would be arrests before long. Thne plot'
thickencd when one of those allegedly p :
invglyed, Dovid Ferrie, a commercial alr-

o - . The Washington Post
e S 5 b Times Herald
S : The Washington Daily News —_—

~ The Evening Star (Washington) ——v
.* The Sunday Star (Washington)

Daily News (New York) i f
° Sunday News (New York), S 5
"Nc;g‘)'\"ga-rkivi’osi e
“The New York Timt‘§ i
world Journal Tribune PR
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Slm;’zesl__:‘-l’rsonamms in v{ ans

teeming world of Eomosexnaiftys uwd m .

nis apartment shortly after being jdenti- o i
X . ) :

»

fied a5 a suspect. .
| Mr. Garrison called him “one of .
! history’s most important fizures” and }
supzested it was suicide. The coroner con- | . .
cluded, however, that death came from{ -
patural causes. At any rate, Mr. Garrison |
sald he was not chcc};matedcby this set-
back. .. . . : .
Toen, early this month, he shocked the
town hy arresting s4-year-old Clay Shaw,

. a - handsome, silver-haired, six-foot, 3
" tnree-inch pillar of the community who = °°"
director *

had been until 1995 managing
of the International Trade “Mart. Mr. -
.. ..§haw denied the charges of conspiracy. -
ot .Lasgt Friday, after a preliminary. hears ©
ing, three judges Tuled there was enough -~
evidence o hold Mr. Snaw for trial. - ..

A Key Witness™ T
One of the state’s witnesses was 3 25~
year-oid {nsurance salesman from Baton .
Rouge, Perry R. Russo. He testified that
ke had attended a party at Mr, Ferrie’s
apartment 1es5 tpan two months hefore
the assassination at which Mr. Ferrie, o

Mr. Snhaw, and 2 third men who was : 27°0=

duced to him 35 Leon Oswald had uis- -

" cusced the possibility of ¥illing President ~

. Kennedy.
Mr. R

i

ysen was subjected to geatning
cmss-examinztinn- hy altorneys for Mr.
shaw. They Guestioned his belief in God
and his relations witn his family. Mr.

. Russo discinsed that he had furnished

- gorme of hi5 testimony (o the state during . o s
-and after hypnosis and with the use of
sodium prntothal (popularly xnown as
ssgruth serum’’). ;

. Whenthe state later placed the comne; .
on the stand to testily to Mr. RI550'5
sanity, and the defense ohjected, Judge

 Matthew §. Branifl snapped: Yol made

- the impiication tnat this witness is crazy.
mere €0 you get off ohjecting now?”.

-+ One of the most telling moments came

_when Irvin Dymond, who is reputedly the

" gharpest defense fairyer In New Orlean
and who once ran gmsuccessmny agalnst
14r. Garrizon for district attorney, ques-

toned Mr., Ruszo’s accounting of the time
of thie alleped mpeeting. *¥e have proof,”’
sald Mr. pymond, sihat Oswald was

* pever In Mew Orieans after Sept. 23, 1963.”

This was the finding of the Warren Report.
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syou Must Be Kidding® " e
At that moment, Prestding  Judge ;
_pernard J. Dagert leaned back in hi3
- chalr, pushed his glasses up on his fore- .
~ tesd, and gald, *You don't mean to tell
us that you intend o introduce the Vyar-
ren Report. You must be kldding.” .. =i
- % 3qr, Dymond sald he intended to do that !
very thing. As he carried the book to the"
" pench, one of his assistants and a mes-
senger rushed out of the courtroom and
returned carrying the 26 volumes of sup-.
porting information, which they plled on!
counsel table. They pninted to the Gov-
ernment Printing Office stamp and Mr.
Dymond cited a fegal prcctgent to ghow i
at this GPO stamp gave e yeport au
that s GPO stgmp e3ve (U2 JY° 7

T

" was also significant for what it sald about

€.

The. &,z ¥t 7 course, “hearsay” In .., ...
legal lerms, be e it has not veerrtest--:
fied to and subjected lo cross-examina- .. -
tion 1n court. Had Mr. Dymond slipped [ PR
in, the case would have heen over; the : .
report, after all, purports to be the final ! .
word on the assassination, ™ =727 e Ll -

Judge Bagert refused to allow thef
Warren Report as-evjdence. :

Sl

Not a Real Trialy EAE

The hearing took on the aura ofa )
and was frequently referred to by laymen
a3 stich. But it was not 2 trial, All Mr.J
Garrison did was to establish grounds fors
2 trial withoul submilling any more evt
dence than he had to, - .

The"Gelense for its part trfed o Iorce'i 5

out pf the slate every sared of evjdence 1§ -
could. it is a commoh coraplaint of de--
fense lawyers everywhere that the prose-.
cution tries to hide as much evidence as
possible; the defense raust then prepare
_ its case blindly and is often surprised at
trial, oo T b R e
© she cross-examination of Mr. ‘'Russo

suonoilieiomal

A aa . n o e e m

A recent Supreme

* his life expeclancy.
the testimony of a °;

Court case held that
witness at a preliminary hearing could
pot be admitted at later trial, when the
witness had died, because the defendant.
had not had a chance to cross-examine °
him. The negative Inference was that If
the defense had been given that opportun-
|ity, the evidence would have been admis-
sible. . . o
Mr. Garrison, by putting Mr. Russo on
the stand now, was =preserving his evi- .
dence.” The witness was duly subjected " .-
to cross-cxamination. S
There is snarp dispute among thaose who ,”.v -
attended the hearing over the veracityof . .7
Mr. Russo's testimony. But on one thing .
there 1s agreement: He i{s almost surely .
not the best witness Mr. Garrison has.
(Mr. Garrison’s other key witness, at the
nearing, was a self-confessed narcotlcs ad-
dict. who said he saw Mr. Shaw and Os-
wald exchange what appeared to be a
" roll of money in the summer of 1963.)
The tninking here Is that the DA used
witnesses he felt good enough to ensure 2
trial, while withholding others who would
. pe stronger later. s g s L

" Three Points of Yiew "5z AT
- This refiects a widely held theory ;.
amnng New Orleanians that Mr. Garrison
dnes, indeed, have something to his case.
There are three points of vitw. One {8
that the DA Is almost irrational, but, -7
though he has encmies who think just that, |
it i5 not a common vlew. . * el
A sccond Is that Mr. Garrlson has &
phony theory that will blow up on him, or: ,
maybe, knowing nis case Is phony, he: 5
* will manage to extricate himsel after;
milking all the publicity potential. A third.
i UmichieTias a case. - =t
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. 8Some here arguef -t “secand They ¢

 InsisCorarThiere ha\_ oe-  jnstances in .
his six years as DA when he has created .
a storm of puhlicity, managed to look good ;
to the public, hut accomplished Ilittle, |

Early in his tenure~he began a widely } ... -

pubilcized crackdown on’ the “B-Glrls_";
fgirls who sollcit customers in bars wi
huy wateret-down drinks at inflated ‘
prices) and narcolics pushers in the

. ouristy Vieux Carreq (French Quarter).
here. There are those who will arzue hoth
sides of this question, depending on thelr
attitude toward Mr. Garrison—that he has i
siznificantly lessened these menaces or ! .
that he has accomplished next to nothing. ! -

s

" The Iocal attitude toward MfF. Garrison !

varles from highest respect to near hat- ' .~ v 7

red; few are necutral, An Impo:zing man
of six-fect, slx finches, with a resonant :
volce and calm demeanor, he Is, Indeed, -
‘a gpellbinddr, His most agreed-upon tralt,
, It seems, Is ambition, e i
. "1 have bheen told that Mr. Garrison
* wants o be governor or U.S. Senator,
Some say, haxever, that trying o clean
up the Kennedy assassination fsn’t such
a big thing 1o many Louisianians, and that
" his alms are more natlonwide, Thus, I
have been told, what Mr. Gar’-an really
wants Is to run for Vice Pre Yient on'a
ticket hieaded hy Robert F. Keinacdy, P
But it §s perhaps falr to say that the
. majority of the resldents of this city
". think he must have something. Over and}
‘over agaln, 1 heard variations on this: ©
“Jim Garrlson 15 too smart and too:
shrewd a poiiticlan, (oo ambitious for
other offices, 1o put himself out on this
Imh without something to go on.”

Bul thoze who helieve this do not neces-”
garily believe that Mr. Garrison will pre-
sent an alr-tight case on a conspiracy that
resplied in the aszassination. A few do.

. But most peopie think that he D:Wvgi K

or Ay To7 have resulted In the Sssasunia- |

tlon. - vl Vel ey
- The operatlve law Is Loulslana Re-
vised Statules, Title 14, section 26, whie
. says: "Criminal conspiracy is the agree-
ment or cormbinstion of two or more
persons for the specific purpose of cornmit-
ing any crime; provided that . , . In ad-"
" dition to such agreement or combination
one or more of such partles does an act
in furtherance of the object of Lhé apree-
ment or combination (emphasls added),

Thus, hypothesizing that Mr, Ferrle
(mow dead), Oswald (now dead), and Mr,
Snavw did speak of an assassination plan,
a3 Mr. Russn gays, and that two of them -
dig o more aunoul I, but that Oswald -:
tock it upon hlmseif to cornmit the crime, -

..was lhere a conspiracy? . ... . ..
- ldle chatler §s no consplracy. Thus, the
“events of this case may not amount to a
. conspiracy. On. the other hand, an **act
in furtherance of the object of the agree- .
ment” was cominitted, The key Is: Was
there an agreement? ooy i d

The testimony of Mr. Russo Is not, by 4

ftselt “rery {o convict Mr.. Smaw; at ;-

some Yind of conspiracy here, which may .

'~ Linda | Brigette, was arrested and con—

. John McKeithen at DA Garrison's request,

.- MiIss Brigelte once dar!cr:d at a Dallas

.. resldents of the Quarter, .. - ey

117 younds that a prisoner In Orleans Parish’

remalns fn qoub - whether Mr. Garrlson *
will produce stronser evidence olzﬁ'«’fz‘x’&‘a13 s
ment that might conviet Mr, Shaw of:
consplracy. B
But all this leaves no clearer than
before the broader issue of consplracy,
* Eclling aside for the moment whether Me.
Shaw or anyone else sq far mentioned was
Involved, It must be asted: Were there
others involved who have not heen men.
. tiored? Is it possible that there were !
other, entirely separale conspiracies !
planned here, or elsewhere? Who might
have been Involved in them—Cubans, antl-:
Castro Cubans, U.8, right-wingers, left-:
 wingers? . ... T ' )
In other words, the Garrison Investiga-] -
¢ tlon has caused People here—and else-! -
; Where—tn ask again the same old ques-:-
. tions that were asked Immediately after:
the assassination and have been asked -
with Increasing frequency In the past few f

. -

......
\
DRSS T GII AR St a vatd

months, . .. & . ST o e
Almost anyone here has a ready an-
swer, or, rather, a ready theory..In my
first day here, I compiled a list of rumors
that numbered In the dozens. Many of .
them are libelous, of course, and cannot
be printed; truth would not serve as a -’
+ defense, for they slmply aren’t true, . - .
But sorling through the list, to offer a .
few Hustrations, I have been told, with
more or less sincerity, the following: 1t . .
was a plot by Fidel Castro In revenge for ..~
an alleged assassination altempt upon
him.. It was a plat by anti-Castro Cubans .
angered at the failure of the Bay of Pigs
invazlon. It was a plot by an organized
crime syndicate angered at Rohert Ken-. B
nedy and at the Kennedy Administration's -
threats to erack down on organized crime, -

The ‘Daddy Warhucks® Theory )
Then there §5 the “Daddy Warbucks” L.
theory that blg landholders in Latin Amer-
Jca, wha leared that President Kennedy’s
Alliance for Progress would cause foo
much change, wanted him eliminated,
There §s even a view that the Central
Intelligence Agency was at the center of
an Inter-governmental plot to change the
direction of Amerlcan policy, -~ X G
T- " Spun out of all these {heorles and
dozens more are Individual vigneties. One -
- of N:['/ Orleans’ hesl-known strippers, .

?
H

vicledot Jewd dancing last fall. Before-she
_ vent {0 Jail, she was pardoned by Gov..

One outgrowth of this is a story that

strip club ovned by JackiRuby and offered
some Informatlon to Mrl Garrison, which
. caused him to help hed. This Is uncon-
firmed—MIss Brigetle won't talk—put §t
Is offered without qualification by some

There Is another slory making' ihe';

fcounty) Jall has been whisked back ands: -
forth belween jall and Mr. Garrison's
- office several times, Some people hold7?

that he s the, key to everything, .byt no ; .
one_seems_to know_who_he {5, ‘-




of the storles.

zul ically. W
a

rm  for hon
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so the story goes

ke the death 8p--
parently kne¥ .

ke thlé mer
that. people her

ly the viarren

in itzelf. In this
varren Repo
nee, and ques

t us remermboer,

- snaw had bee d and cleared

“inis isn’t s0. The
' find a man
who SUppose

atlon. 24r. B
;a5 zn allas use t'“

)\ eI dide’t find Bertrard gnd dlan't 1o
for ETT. Sraw. Why they dn’ CIS PUITAD!
one questinn: why e, xClark sald

I P S

hie did is anothef. - - . gy

A prominent Mew Orleantan. gald one.
nizht last week: *Jim Garrison has got 7
somrthing. 1 don’t know it he's got enough
to convict Clay Shaw, but whether he dncs

or not he's golng to

eonvince the Amer-

jcan people that the Warren Report §3 not

the whole story.!’

Whether this might be Mr. Garrison’s -
doinz, or the combined work of all the
doubters, it scems a reasonable guess
that the American preople are dally be-
coming moaore uncertain ahout the Varren
Report. A Government officlal even pre-
dicted to_me jast weck that in a few
months President Johnson would be -
forced to re-open the investigation,

Federal agents taking part and
Garrison in charge, == Hp

_‘Then there was another man,
responsible for achieving one of {
fmportant criminal convictions O

with

years, who was here to do some pri

investigating. *Tne whnle thing's
ne caid. “iie hasn't got 2 thing.”

when 1 inquired how Mr., Garrison. . ’
wouid risk this fnvestigation with no hard
evidence, the man emiled and sald: 'Re-
meraker a fellow pamed Joe McCa
My only predictions are that New Or-
1eans will be glorious this spring, that the

city will pe nnt and muzgy In

weeks, that a lot of tourists are g0
plow a 1ot of mnoney O watered-dow¥n

drinks In the French Quarier

“and that we'll b2 hearing more 2

Garrlson {nvestigation before iV's
b —-JernoLn K.




