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$recin] th Tha Faw York Times

NEW  ORLEANS, March |
15--No one was more sure

men in Balon Rouge when,
Perry Paymond Russo, & 25- .
year-oid insurance salesman,
proved to be the chief wit
nets I8 an alleged plot to ase
sassinate President Kennedy,. |
Only three weeks ago, Mr.
Ryssy Ltelephoned newspaper
and television stations In the
Louistana cipital to say that
he had known the late David
W. Ferrle,-a former alrline.
pliot, ta.be 26 “onsessed with
*Kennedy that he sometimes | . .
talized of killing him. - . S
Had Mr, Russs ever known |© =" .
Lre Harvy Oswald? No, Me.
Rutsa knswered. . He had
never even heard of him un-
- ti] President Kennedy was
asrassinated and Oswald was
charged with the slaying. : -
When District  Allomnay ’
Jim Garrlson of 2New Orieans .
put him on the witness stand !
this weak fn a court hearing = .-
ints the alleged conspiracy, . .-
Mr. Russo told 2 different -
' stery. He 2ald he had not. ©
" only Xnswn Oswald but had .
- qletly sat In on a -canspira-
terial” meeting in mid-Sep-
* tembar of 1963 and heard
. Oswald, Mr. Ferrie, and Clay
L. Shaw, a retired business
axecutive, talk of “iriangula-
£ tlon of croszlire,” scapegoals
‘and escaps route to Brazil
and Cubk, - ;oo

Meeting Followed Party
The meeting, 3r. Russo
went on, had taken place Im-
mediately following .a paily
which "eizht or len peopie”
had altrnded at Mr. Ferrie's

'3

Another witness, a former,
naresties  addict, leslified oo
that altasugh he knew noth-
lag of'any conspiracy, he had -
“onts seen Oswald and -Mr.
Shaw talxing together on the'®
shores of Lake Pontehar-i
‘traln, At the time of the-
alleged conversation, he add.:
ed, he was regularly’ taking .
thrse _ar) four capsules of,
heroin daily, A

prised this week than news- | = = -

apartment Sn Ntw Orleans, ... " S

PO
(1050 2aad:

9

' Gages ruled R was .
enough “probable cause™ thal
a crime had been committed
to warrant a trial for -Mr.;
Shaw on charges that he par
_ ticipalsd In an assassinatiol
eonsplracy. et

The ruling was not sur!
prising. Not much proof {s re-!
{! quired In Louisiana to set &
“ trial In motion. Judges can

wald Plot, or Somethifig. 2/ iz

1 and do clear the way for
trfals I one or two people—
usually law enforcement of:

i ficers—zay they have reason.

L. More surprising, however, - -
was the chain ¢f event- that -
164 G5 € heariz Dn_Feb.

12. Mr. _Garrison annouin -d

that ke would ma!ﬂ?‘a‘x'?gu

in the Kennedy assassina-
tion case. And on Feb. 23

he asserted that he had - .
wgolved® the case and that
the Warren Comsmizsion was
wrong  in concluding that

,Oswald had killed, President
Henncdy alope and Jithaut -

“peirg a part of any CORSpre
acy. . B L

Yet, 3t the heanag, the
= w—srimied

o?i'xy"‘(".’rfhes:—.eé T

azainsy 3Mr, Shay- were two
grre wno did o TnE to
district altorney investiza-
 tors until after he had said
e hard “solved”. the assase
~“slnation. Mr, Russo did not
talk Lo Mr. Carrlson’s inves- ¢
“tigators until Feb, 27. “And ]
sthe narenties addict, whowas

.

‘Yocanserhe: had felt asd urghy’
ts go back on nareotics,” did
not talke o Mr. Garrison's
_staff until the day before ho
-instified 3t the hearing.:”

What evidence then, did
Mr. Garrizon have-of a cons -
{  spiracy at the time 'he saig ‘
he kad “solved” the casel
trswiz? pot  saying,  and

t» believe 2 crims has been * ;
committed by a defendant. ..

,voluntarily In jail tthi*g';cek a7
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‘~ traces of any evigence prior

- conspiracy hal changed since

pewemen were unzb!g__f,t;ind

‘to Mr. Russo’s visit o the
district attorney's office.
There, were’ indications,
- hawever, that Mr. Garrison’s
theorics about the alleg

he fisst sald he had vgoived”
‘the assassination. ° -
" Three weeks 3go, the sixe
foot, six-fnch district attor-
ney ~ was taluing of &
“through - the - looking ~ glass
conspiracy” In which antl-
Castro forces 5ot out to kill
the Cuban Premier but

cided to shoot President
Kennedy fnstead, " 7 . !
But in his testimany at the
hearing, Mr, Russo had Mr.
Ferrie, who was known here
to hold stronz anti-Castro
views, discussing the possie
- bility of going to Cuba after
* the assassination to° setk
refuge. - ST
Mr, Russ» offered no ex-
planation for this nor &id he
£ay. why none of the “efght
or 10 people” whn allegedly
" gaw Oswald at the party at

" Y-phatographers and telavision

C3-the worid were In New Ore

Mr, Ferrie’s apartment, hax
ever come forxard to tell
their story. e .

Warren Report Doubted

changed their minds and de- | N

Whatever the hearing
mignt have established about
the presence or ansence of
the conspiracy, it did seem o
indicate firmly that there are
widezpread donbts aboit the
conclusions of the Warren

Camralssion, - 7 o

 Although no exact count
“'yrax possible, - ft appeared
* Lhat more than 150 newsicen,

cameramen from throughout

" feans o cover the hearing.
And more often than not the
stories and plctures they gent
fiome were given prominent
.display, - i :

It was clear, 109, that New
Orleans took” the hearing
geriously indeed, Doxcns of
sheriff’s deputles ‘Thovered

about the courtroom io In-
gpect and frisk ‘sach person
as he entered. They sermed
especially roncerned that 2n
$¥.BI agnt or some -olher
l representative of the Federal
* Government might try to “ine
filtrate®  the  proceading.
Onse, they ordered & news-
man from the courtroom and
double-checked his creden-,
}ﬁals on the suspicion_that he
A

migki-Tave been 0T F.B.L
agent, il D xct

_ left, bhroug

T drugs” and an s
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Even _the three-judze panel,
which presided ovir I K¥Ar-
fng, was cangnt up in the
doubl, garropnding the Ware
ren raport ¢4 o il
*a1f e are going {n'accept’
the Warren report as factual
then we've wasled a2 week of
time,” sald Judze Bernard J. :
Bagert near the end of the |
heﬂring- st P R T 1

3
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et fs franght? Judgze 3
‘Mathew S. Branifl added, - iz
"with hearsay and contradics i;
R - - Vi
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NEW ORLEANS DRAM.A: District Attorney Jim Garrison,
Teft 1t Perry Ruseo, right, hefore 2 prohrrt\'m:tryult\catr}: ,
= 3 tell a bizarre (ale of hypuotism, ru
ety - '1'?":"‘?1 meating in September, 1953, at which
2 Vearren Conmis<ion’s findings to the
suassinale President

Lee Osyald—ite Ve
contrar;—<07s
Kenaedy




