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NEW ORLEANS, March 15 

Admitting that he had once 

been under psychiatric care, 

Perry R. Russo said today that 

he was never certain he had 

seen Lee, Harvey Oswald here 

until Investigators for Distrlet 

Attorney Jim Garrlson bega 

drawing pictures for him. 

But now, he declared in a 

Jong day of cross- -examination, 

he was “absolutely sure.” 

Wooden and unemotional, 

“the 25-year-old Russo has been 

Garrison's star witness so far 

in the District Attorney's in- 

vestigation of President Ken- 
nedy’s assassination. 

Russo has sworn that he 

heard Oswald, free-lance pilot 

David W. Ferrie and business- 

man Clay Shaw plotting to kill 

the late President st a meet- 

ing Jn Ferrie’s duplex apart- 

ment here in the late summer 

of 1963.. 
Now an insurance salesman, 

of Baton Rouge, Russo assert-, 

ad that he had not come for-” 

ward before for fear of being 

Jabeled a “gerewball” 

He walked a tightrope in his 

testimony today “at a preliral- 

nary hearing on Shaw’s arrest 

for conspiracy in the assassl- 

nation of President Kennedy. 
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On. His Abii to ‘Wenily 0 Oswald te 
Piit« wae after Garrison haat 

promised that “arrests-wri—ne 
made , . « convictions ob-; 
tafned” In his fnvestigation,' 
but before Shaw’s arrest. 

Russo sald Garrison’s inves- a” 
tigators showed hirn one pho- 
tograph after another, but he: 
‘was unable to Identify Oswald ~ 
positively until “they drew a- 
composite picture... they” 
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added on a beard, something 
between a beard and whiskers. - 

"I sald, ‘That's the room 
mate’,” 
know Leon Oswald, who was 
lightly whiskered, who was | 
dirty, whose hatr was ruffied 

At one point, he refused to. . 

§dentify a picture of Oswal 
in pain, split seconds after he 
had been shot dn Dallas, as. 
the “Leon Oswald” he had 
knovh as Ferrie's roommate, ‘ + 

“I'ma not going to go out on” 
i 42, Umb,” he said, looking at the =" 

picture, although it was clear-, 

Jy of Oswald and, in fact, half 
of # compusite, two-photo ex- 
hibit that he had Adentified 
“the-day before. : 

“The Oswald 1 knew see 
‘was like a beatnik,” Russo as- 

  

ecried. "He had three or four 
’ day’s. growth of beard.” 

Russo also disclosed that We 

never volunteered his story t» 
authorities until the nJeht of 
Feb, 22 after Ferrie had sud- 

a cerebral hemorrhage, He: 
sald he wrote Garrison and 
was subsequently interviewed) 
by the District Attorney’s in- 
yesteare ins inPat 

Rouza our outer APE 4 a 

2 ~2. 

denly died {n his apartment ¢ of} , 

ee 

up. J did not honestly know’ 
Tee Harvey Oswald. i 

. “Was going to point as; 

accusin2 finger, “TY wanted to 
be sure. 

At the hearing’s first doy. 
Russo, a graduate of Loyola 

University, swore that he 
heard Ferrie outing a plot to 
kill Mr. Kennedy “in mid-Sep- 
tember” of 1963 with “Leon 
Oswald” and “Clem Bertrand’ 
sitting In on the meeting as 
willing students. 

Russo, however, was vague 
about how he got to Ferrie’s © 
apartment, who -else might 
have been with him, and 
whom he had been expecting 
to take him home. 

. Russo blandly added. that : 
he wasn’t even eure that the . 
Dave Ferrie widely publicized - 

- as under Investigation by Gar- 
“ pison was the Dave Ferrie he 
_ knew, although he testified at 
other polnts that he had. 

   

known the pilot for years. At 
another point, he said he had --. 

_ visited Ferrie’s apartment “30 
_ to 46 tires,” but was unfamil- : 
“far with most of the rooms, ° 

Russo said he first met Fer-”: 
rie about seven years agoy.::: 

through a friend, Al Landry, 
'who had run away from home. 
‘Htusso said Landry had fallen} 2 
‘under Ferrie’s influence and 
‘that he had promised to try tof. 
jbreak the two apart, Russo 
sald he did, ‘rousing , Ferrie’s 
anger. : ‘ 

“| “He (Ferric) ‘sald, ‘Well, 

    

I'm going to get you for 
that,'" Russo testified. Russo 
has sald fn the past that he 
iconsidered this a threat to his 

@ did not think Ferrle meant 
lat Way, 

Russo -declared. “I: 

    

   
   

    

   

  

    

    ‘* ten “At 

  

ot L64: 

ot i “ 

  

The Washington Post oe Lot 

. Times Herald AA __ = 

‘the Washington Daily ‘News - 

"The Evening Star (Washington) 

“The Sunday Star (Washington) a 

Daily News (New. York)’ 

“Sunday News New x k): 

“New York ‘Post © 

"io v RECQ ROB New York Tinies | 

398 MAR 21} G.5qWorld Journal Tribune = 

: : (New York) 

"The Syn (Baltimore) so} 

   

            

   
       

  

  

      

   
   
   

    

   
   

     

  

       

          

   
   

  

_ The Worker 21 

‘Ihe New Leader —— % 

_ The Wall Street Journal ——-—-__—- © 

_ The National Obse Ever - — : 

People" s World | ! : 

iPS Ti 16 66 = 

  

Date . 

  

  ee       

  

te but today asserted’ that ”



    
i 
i 

  

oe
 
R
i
e
 

eat 

     

   
      
       
    

  

      

  

      

  

     

    

  

       

  

      
            

         
     

        

    

      

   
   

sce vas also q 
sharply about a televisirh 
terview he granted Feb. 24 

  

that apparently contradicted] ~ 
his testimony in court. Inthe 
interview, he said he had nev- 
er known Lee Harvey Oswald 

” “until television of the assas- 
sination.” os 

‘ Russo remained unshaken} 
jn his claims, although to- 
day's testimony left them). 
profoundly open to doubt. 

. Jn Dallas, Oswald's widow, 
‘Marina, cast doubts of her 
‘own by saving she had not 

  

or “Bertrand.” wo. 
Now Marina Porter, she 

‘had been questioned, by the 
"Secret Service in 1963 about 
a “Mr. Farrie.”” This drew 
no response fromm her then 
either. The Secret Service 
,apparently had been alerted, 
hy phone about Ferrie, who 
‘had been picked up in New 
‘Orleans on rumors that he 
might have been a getaway © 
fnilot. The FBI subsequently 
cleared him.   

  

A special three-judge panel 

Shaw for trial. ee 
The Judge had a sharp set-_ 

‘to with Shaw's defense at. 
‘torney, F, Irvin Dymond, over. 
Dyrnond’s aticrapts to put the, 
chefty @2@-paze Warren Com: 
‘mission report in the record.j . 

Pussy had festificd that he 
Alagt few Oswald at, Ferrie’s 

questioned] °° ee 

      

heard of Ferrie, Clay Shaw - 

* |you you're wrong. You're overs ~ * | oe i 

{s conducting the hearing to - 
determine whether to hold — 

    

       
- , 

epartment “somewhere around, 
Ocomer Gr the end of Septem.” 
ber.” Russo sald he was “al: 
most sure” It was October, 
Dymond pointed out that 

eswald had left New Orleans 
Sep and “neve 
back oe: oa! vs 7 same. 

When prosecullng attorneys 
complained that this remained 
to be proven, Dymond offered. 
the Warren report in evi- 
dence, citing a Loulslana 
Statute making it admlssable ~ 
in any state court. ~ . 
“You mean to say {t's your cote 

interpretation that you can. -.. 
put the whole report in evi. .| 
dence,” Judge Bagert asked 
incredulously. , 

Dymond said it was {ndeed. 
“Well, you're wrong," thr 

Judge sald. “I'm golng to tell 

   

   
  
   

ruled.” : 
By ‘the time Russo left the : stand for the day, Garrison's . oo . 5 men had already decided to - , o- , tissue a subpoena for a new-- - 

;Witness: James R. Lewallen, 
a friend of Ferrie’s, who ence, 
Jived in a rooming house next 
door to Shaw's apartment Inf -; 
the Frerch Quarter. «&W. | $ 
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