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NEW OELEANS, March 14
A carefully groomed insurance
salesman swore in a hcawly
guarded courtroom today that,
he heard free-lance pilot-
;David W. Ferrie mastermind
‘a plot {o-assassinate President
:Kennedy with Lee Harvey .
.Oswald and bachclor busmcss-}
m;m Clay Shaw, - i

3 The wilness,

elbey 4

Perry Ray-
mond. Russo,” 25, of Balon
Rouge, dramatically pointed .

an accusing finger at Shaw
‘as the only man lelt alive,
besides Russo himself, "who
cattended a meeting in Pcrncs
apartment in the latc summer
of 1963, "

I’ussn said he knew Shaw

s “Clem Bertrand.”

H:s testimony, carcfully un-
L0IdET T~ District_Atmrhey
Jim Garrison, was_often_de-
!xbr*ra'.d)‘whuc. »

Russo is presumashly  the
mystery witness Garrison was
rely i oihen he had Shaw®
rarrmlm] March 1 on a charﬂe )
of consmmcy m lhc a%as;ma-
tion, x5 -

“Welve got lnls ow" Gar:
nsan vas fieard dec Sy dur-

“ing the recess in 'b._p:l-_i-;n- .

nary uung on_Shaws ‘ap.
‘rest. “This.is Just mc bc Hine”

Cum«'rm s ofL(.o sn:d Rusw 5
stalements have heen ehecked
out under sudium pentathol,’
He tay also bave heen givcn;_
a lie delector test or even’
Cquestioned under hypnaosis,
. Neither the Warren Com-
L “fmission nor the FBS ever heard
"1 - of Russo fn the Commission
L8 investigation of the President’s
assassination, which bhrought
the coneclusion thal Oswald
w.acted alone, Garrison offered
"no explanation why Russo has
‘not come forward before, :
-7 Russo was a slurln‘nt ?‘t : 1
tlane Unpylr gty }’\f el fory-
uncxplaxg{; ?33 i( nh} seraind
transtcrr;i to Ll)}r)f.'x—l}n{\lr-v
sity, whcm he graduated with
a Bachelor of Social_Science -
desrer I 1964, e Zama he

~

f‘rs mct Fnrrlp ahout 5cven
years 230 Al a (,ml'?ﬁf‘l”’t?ol

.

meeling.

Tatking ton fast at Umcs for
either ‘prosceuting or defense
.altorneys to kecp up, Russo
said that In “mid-September,”
1963, he wandered into a party

at Ferrie’s flat- on Louisiana] "%
Avenue "Parkway that wound!.
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up with conspiratorial talk of’,

how to kill the late President.;

“Russo said Oswald was in-.

troduced to him as “Leon Os
wald” and Shaw as “Ber-

trand”” He Identified “Leon™

Oswald” as Lee Harvey Os- .
wald through photographs,

.- “People were drinking -and:
Ialk.nﬂ" Russo said, "'Iherc.
vere majbc eight to ton there!
it dwindled down to;
three.” Russo said he stuck!
around as a fourth because)
he was wailing for a ndel
home,

- ‘‘Dave Ferrie took the imtla ;
tne in the conversation,” Rus-,
$0 said, “jle paced back and,
forth . . he talked to Mr.-
Bertrand and Mr, Oswald, le.
said an assassination attempt
would have _to use diversion-;
ary tacties . , One or two,
{men) would shoot diversion-:
ary shols; a third would Le In-
tfndcd as a direct hit”. .-

* Russo quoted Ferrie as my- )

inz that one of the gunmen—
vhether there were to be iwo'
or three—*"had to be a scape:
- foal” He said “Ferrie {alked
inccs<anl1y about the avail-

gbility of exit—you had to L,ct' :
_out,

This man to be sacri-
ficed would give’ just encugh

, ime for these {wo or onel

(other gunmen) 1o escaper
‘ Russo lestified that Ferrie,
2 pilot who died of a coerchral
hemorrhage last month, suz-
gested a flizht o B:anl with
a refueling stop fn Mexico or

to refuge in Cuba. The witness:

said that Bertfand disagreed;’
at this point, dr-cl.nrm" thnt' :

news of the assassm.x!mn v'ould
joread to fast to permit any.
[escapc afler a stop in Mexico, |

At this point, Russo assert. .
cd “Oswald jumped in., He
sazd (to Eertrand): ‘Shut up
and leave him aloné. He's the
pilot.. 3le knows what he’

3 » Cinii 2y

‘fé’.

a direct but more risky flight! -
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" “Bertrand’said thaf
as he3 fnéern
‘washed-up pilot’» T

. Except for the one oulhurst,
Russo said, Oswald ‘remained

as fag

satlon. The witness said Ber.
trand’s  ohjection, however,
prompted Ferrie o come up

" with an altergale plan. Russe
said Ferrie suggested that the
theee—Ferrie, Oswal d and
Perlrand (Shaw)—*should be :
In the public eye, around
Vhere a lot of people could
sce them, ‘on the day of the;
assassination,” Lo
;, The testimony fit {n neatly;
with the "corispiracy theory-
that Garrison had been de-’
veloping.” He ‘claims that Os-.
wald was actually a “decoy
and fall guy,” and Garrison
Is now understood to be hunt-
Ing the one or two gunmen-
who he claims really killed
the President. - oo
* Russo swore that he had
seen Oswald at Ferrie's aparts
ment on Louisianna Avenue
Barkway several ollier times,

including once “near the end™

of ‘September and on another.
occasion when he swore he

-Jound Oswald on the couch’
“cither polishing or cleaning -
or wiping a rifle” - 3
. Garrison, appearing In con'rt:
for only the third time in his'

" Career as District Altorney, pro-, 3
duced a rifle, “similar” hisi who visited Mrs. Odig;
aldes Iater said, {o_ the Mann.! L P
iehTCo Gl QswinT—tmr byl Co

vy 7 L L 2 C e
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,Was

Yor Oswald. The FBI
‘found *Bertrand.” -

Orleans,

-

“President Kennedy

the Bay of Pigs , . .,”

. 0

ma}l order snd allesedly u : % [The Associated
X s a to il The Presiﬁnl.‘ﬁ.cy “&d tizt-Fresn told
added that the rifle was found’ ¢
in Ferrie's apartment. -+
.. Ruseo testified that it was not ‘linked with the i
“detached” during the conver- ‘quite like the rifle he saw ) .

Oswald cleaning. The net effect
“of this courtroom episcde thus
apparently (0 suggest,
“without saying so, that the gun
Oswald was cleaning in Ferric's
flat was the Mannlicher. o
A “Clay Bertrand” was men! - 1il
““tioned to the Warren Commis-, .-
8inn as a mystery man with a
fondness for “gay kids” who
supposedly sought legal help, -
never.
n ‘Os-".
wald” also was mentioned In'
the Warren report. Mrs. Sylvia
Odio, daughter of a prominent
Cuban family, told the Com
missfon that three men
¥nocked at her Dallas apart. -

mentl several days after Os.
wald’s departure™ from New -

.. The semi-alias of “Leo

One, she festified, was in.
troduced as “Leon Oswald” -~ .
His companions, she said, de- - -+
scribed him as feeling . that
should
have been assassinaled afte

~The Warren.Commission’
noted that Oswald was on his'
Way 10 Mexico City and could ~ *+
notehave hoen one of the men ... -

écd 4
interviewer he * had ‘ never’
heard of Oswald ‘until he was

prcg_id/ctmltxa!’

« gssassination,*
- * [WDSUTV”. of ;
! broadeast ‘gn interyiew _tonight‘

5t waade*wilh Russo ‘shortly] -
afler”the death of Ferrie’ tyo
viceks ago. Ao ge gy plist

- {“I never heard of Oswald uns
» « . the assassination,™
Russo said in the interview, He

HARGES CONSPIRACY—Perry. R, Russo, left, testified
‘in- New Orleans that he heard Clay L. Shaw, at right, :

ieaving édurlroﬁm; 3
p . Ferdi g cenne
and, Davld‘!vl 'l'~erxfxe to as*sslnaff l’r?sldfi!}'! Kenncdy,
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