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.E s Marked by Discrepancies”

NEW om.mr\s La (AP)
Perry Raymond Russo, who
Aestified he heard Lee Harvey
‘Oswald and two olhers plot to
“assassinate President John F,
Kennedy, faces cross-examina-
tion todzy by defense lawyers., .

Counsel for Clay L. Shaw, a

* weslthy businessman arrc.atcd

by Dist. Mly Jim Garrisonon a
charge -of conspiring with Os-
wald and David W, Ferrie (o
murdet Kennedy, put off their|lo
questions  yes tc'day until they
could study scholastic and busi-
iess records of Russo, ~ .-

* Before court reopened, mys-
tef'y surrounding this  “'coafi-
dential mformanl" thickened,
There were these discrepancies:
.=-Russs, 25, an lInsurance
salesman {rom Balon Rouge,
told the court he was in the
apartment of David W, Ferrie
-here in Seplember 1953 and Lis-
tened {0 the three men conspire
to kill the President and cscrzpe.

Tells l\.ev.sman Otherwise

. But two wecks aga, shorlly
after Ferrie died of vhat the
coroner fermed natiral causes
and Garrison maintained was

¢ suicide, Russo told a newsman

from New Oricans television|?
f station WDSU that Ferrie never
. mentioned Oswald’s name to
¢ him, adding, *“I had never heard

ef Oswald until on television. .
. » JAhe assassinalion.” .
Russo gave detail in courl

{. of the meeting in Ferrie’s apart-
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. ment, saying the plot involved

sacn[mng one man to allow the

" others to make a ‘getaway, a

possible flight to Cuba, diver-
sionary shoour" and *“riangu
lnurm of crossfire” -

But ‘in an interview earlier]

: with a Balon Rouge .lelzvision

station,

tion before bfcause, “ loft it to]
professionals...when they came
ot with Oswald was the man.
Then I forgot ", »

Russo . told  thé court lhat
Ferrie proposed flying the geta-
way plane into Mexico to refucl
for a flight to Cuba. Russo said
Shaw interrupled to say that as
goon as the shols were fircd
“the world would knsw ahout
nt * and there would be no way

get the plane out 6f Mexico,

Russo quoted Oswald as telling
Shaw to “shut up. Leave him
{Ferrie) alone, He knows what
;:Lg'tallung ahout, Ile's the pi-

Eut when Russo was asked by
a nexsman earlier wacther he

thought Ferrie might have had ,

anything to do with the assassi-
nation, he replied: “Well, that 1
don't ¥row and it vwaId be just
speculation, -

“It's Only Conjr'c(ure

“Dave Ferrie had the ability
because of a keen mind and
ability (o drive en girplane.
Now whether ke would have
used that is another th.n g.0t's
only coajecture,”

Russo has said he dul not
ar4 in touch with Garrisen until
two days alter Ferrie's death—
when he saw a newspaper pic-
ture of Ferrie, He said he had
not then heard from Garrison,
“That is the dale on which Gar-
n’son' ‘announced © he  had

“solved” the case. And Russo
appaxcnt]y is a major wilness-in
Garrison’s case~—perhaps he’s
althe - “confidential . informanl"
vho,” according to Garrison's
-{application for a warrant to
search Shaw’ s house, conlirmed
while under Influence of “truth
.,orum" that he overheard thgl

i Rigso said he never olot to murder Kenncdy.
) canm"ﬁﬁ'}f v.xlh lus mforma‘T“Ulncr pondora'oles Ru.,so to'd

a newsman that Ferrie jokingly

sed the question of assassinat.
ing the president lo him, “that
it he and 1 could doit ... it
covld be done.” In the same in-

Ferrie when he broke off Fero'
rie’s {friendship with another _
boy. Russo addnd “At that time
Dave made a prr.,onal Lhreat
against my life.” .
Kennedy was killed in Dallas
Nov. 22, 1952—two months ofter
the al!tt,f*d mecting in Ferrie's
apartment, The Warren Com-
mission decided that Oswald
vas the lone assaszin and there

conspiracy. .- .-

‘-

Shaw Is the only alleged con-’
spirator still alive. Oswald was
shot to drath By Jack Ruby two

days afier the assassination and

Ferrie died in bed Feh. 22. The
coroner ruled the dcath due to
nalural causes,

major why was decorated in
vorld War 11, has denied takmg
part in any conspiracy.

Russn'’s name docs not appear

vesligation of the assassination.
Shaw was investigaled and
charcd by the FEI M.e in 1953,
isccording to Ally. Gen. Ramsey
[Clark—who said Sunday he did
not think Garrison would sue-
cecd in proving a concpiracy.
Russo was the fourth witness
to testify yesterday at the open-
ing of the preliminary hearing
for Shaw. The hearing is heing
held to determine whether the
district allorney has sufficient
cause to hold Shaw for trial,

Speaking 50 rapidly and mdm-
“TiRCGTy that cour;f—-rrpnr s
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tervie:r Russo said ke first met’ -

was no-credble evxdence of any

Shaw Desies Charges L
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*. world would know about it and

asked him to slow d S
tolamis 3wty mm‘m—ejagﬁigg
on Garrison.

He identified Shaw as a manf.
he knew as “Clem Bertrand” in
1963.

Under Garrison’s questioning,
Russo described the mecliog
this way:

“The parly dwindled aAWaY . .0
Dave Ferric began the conver-
salion, pacing back and forth
and talking to Bertrand and Os-
wald , . . Ferrie wore baggy
pants. Oswald was dirly, as] -
usual, and half shaven. He wore] -
a pullover shirt that was not a
T shirl. Berlrand was the only
one dressed what 1'd call decent,
- He wore a meronn jacket.” - -

This is Russo’s account In
court, basxcally in lus own
words: -
.. ‘Dave Ferrie bc an tne con

versation, pacing bdck and forth
and talking to Ecrtrand.and Oss
-wald. The discussion centered .
around an  assassination- of

President . Kennedy and how it
would have {o use diversionary
tactics. There would be two o
toree people involved. |

One Would Be “Scapegoal”

Orne person viould shoot the
diversionary shot and the other
would ghoot the “good shot.”
Ore man wouid have lo be the
“scapeoat.” Ferrie taiked of
“{riang sulation of crossfire,”

Bertrand listencd during this
phase. Ferric talked about the
availability of exits, Ferrie had
two propusals—one man sacri-|
ficed would give enough time
for the the olhers to escape.
Ferrie was the pilot. lle said] -
they would go {o Mexico and on
to Brazil and then on to Cuba.
. Or they would go direct to Cuba.

Bertrand interrupted to say as|
soon as the shot was fired thej -
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they could not get a'plane out of
i Mexico, Bertrand said he and
Ferrie would have to be in the
public eye on the day af lhc as-
sassmatmn. o . .

* Ferrie Planned Spccch

Ferrie then sald he would
make a speech 2t Southeastern
Loaisiana State College in Ham-
mond, Beitrand said he would
go to the West Coast for his
~cumpany on husiness, " - -~
* It was here, sfter Garrison
- had built Russe’s testimony to a

high piteh, that he asked Russo

to step’ down from the stand,
walk {o the man he .knew as

Bertrand and place his hand
_over man's head == |

Russo strode firmply_aroy

" Leave him {(Ferrie) alone. He

) L /
d
| the=gifemae table, sloppe "
hind Clay Shaw and placed hlS )
hand palm downward about
cight inches over Shaw's head.
Shaw, holding a cigarelle, gazed|] -
slranght at the judges’ bench.}
He was slumped in the chair,
but rigid. The court recessed.
After the {hree-judge nanelof! .
'Cnmmal D|<tnct Cyurt_judges.
recof Russo conunued!,
this story, bacPlrac}.mﬂ under :
Garrisons’ qucstlons.
Oswald tonk part in the con-
versation ahout exils. Ferrie
was talking about vhere and
what stops would be made on -
the way to Prazil or Cuba. Ber- -
{rand said they couldn’t leave
the country because the world -
would know oE the assassm
tion, - :
Ofv'ald saxd

"Oh shut up.

knows vwhat he’s talhng about
He's the pilot.” ... .

Bertrand ansrercd “As far
as I'm concerned, hc s a washed -
up pilot.” . Lk .

Tells of *A Soluhoﬁ” :

- Ferrie offered a solution lhat ;
the people involved should be in ¢
the public eye and be around a ~
lot of vecple who mu«d tcstlfy

laterney were a and

such a place at such and such a .
tinde D ’
Bertrand said he would be on;
the West Coast. Osaald sald
rothing else. -
Garrison stopped this tcsbmo-
ny to ask whether Russo ever
saw Oswald again. Russo said
he saw Oswald twice more.-
“The {1rs£ time ve met,” Rus-
s0 said, “Oswaid made a crack
abnut not wanting me up theré
fduring the conspiracy discus-
sion). e «;nemcd disturbed
about the fact I was thcrc.
SOA Rifle Ts Prcscuted
“The first accasion T saw Os-
wald (after the mecting in Fer-
ric’s apariment, he was wiping -
or cleaning a rifle—bolt action.™
1t had a sight on it—for hunt!ng
it looked like.” ]
Garrison stopped- Russo, drew :

a gifle frorp heneath the prose-,
'cut'an avle, and ﬁ'r'ccrrri’ o’




& table hefore Shaw's al.or-

_' srving Dymondy Hiki
jiam Wegmann and FEd-~ard
Wegmann, The lawyers incgectl

27 |7ed the weapoR.  © : A

: ! “ell us whatever similarities; |

tyou wmay or may not sce be-

tween this rifie and the onc Os-

wald was holding,” Garrison
asked Russo. - Ce Ak
“The difference to my mind,”;
said Russo, “is one end of the -

sigat (on Oswald's gun) was not
nearly so bubble-shaped as this
gun. It had the same bolt
mechanism, This is a lished!
brosn stock and Oswa d's gun:
was a dull brown.” . :
Russo said the last time he,
gaw Oswald, be walked into..
Ferrie's apartment and Oswaldj
was telling Ferrie about some
trouble with Oswald's wife. .
sFerrie was telling Oswald,}
Don't worry, I'll handle it.” And;
[ excused myself and left.”.. .
The hearing recessed afler
lthe defense filed three motions‘
for writs, of subpoera.. Those'

!sugpoenaeg were the registrar

at Tulane Univershy—witre
Russo did some undergraduate
study; the registrar at Loyola
University, from which Russo -
reccived his bachelor’s degree L
and studied lzw for one year;

~znd the personnel manager for
Equitabie 1ife Assurance Co.)
Kusso's employer, ="




