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Osvald Were
At Meeting |

NEW ORLEAKS (AP)—A fit-
tery state witness told a three-
judge state panel today he was
present when Lee Harvey Os-
wald and two otker men plolted

in a New Orleans apartment|

in September 1963 to kill Presi-

- dent John F.'Kennedy, i ...
Perry Raymond) Russo, 25, a|-
" .Baton  Rouge Inkuranceman,|-
'said Oswald, Clay L. Shaw and].
David W, Ferrie were the con-|’
- spirators, = .-l Frrorea &
" Russo, 2 man about § fect
9 fnches tall, dapper in a brown
. vy League suit, said he attend-
ced a parly at Ferrie's apart-
ment “in “mid-Scplember” of|:
1963 at which Ferrie advised|
Shaw and Oswald on how to)
assassinate Kennedy, ©5n.
Under questioning by Dist.
Afly! Jim Garrison, Russo said|:
Oswald was introduced lo him

"85 “Leon Oswald” and Shaw

~a3.“Clem Bertrand.”. ..

Shown a photograph by Gar-| |

 rison, Russo identified Leon as
Lee Harvey Oswald—the man
the Warrea Commission said
was the assassin, acling alone.
Asked if .Clem Berfrand was

in the courtroom, Russo pointed

. at Shaw, At Garrison's. diree-
tion, he stepped from the wit-
ness - {ahle a?‘:’TJQId “his hand
& 9_0 :ry white hair,

Russo an “Unknown”

The S-year-old Shaw didyt] -
-} move. Former managing dirde-] - -
il tor of the International Trafe

Mart here, he has denied agy
part in an assassinztion cohe

. Spiracy,

(It was assumed that Russo is
the “confidential informant” on
vhom Garrison §s believed to
be basing his invesligation of
the Kennedy assassination,

(A spakesman for the Federal]

Bureda of Investigation said
that names connected with theip
jnvestigation of the assassina-
tion would be indexed in the
records of the Invesligation in
the National Archives, . ‘

. (Russo’s name is not listed|’

in the Warren Commission re-

* ports, 1t is also reliably under-

stood that it does not appear

_in sny of the other lists off

persons questioned in connectlon

. with the Kennedy - as5assifa-| -

tion, Russo, in the words of que

See PROBE, Page 48]
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el Sm ) Continued Fronr Page A
[ source, Is “just a complete -ug-
knowa,”

(Marion Johnson, a staff mer.
ber at the Archives who works
with the fnvestigation Papers,
said a check revealed 'no ref-

-, erence to Russo, ;

(The library staff at the
New Orleans States-Itlem said
their files contained nothing om -
Russo.)

President Kennedy was .kill-
ed by high-powered rifle bule’
lets in Dallas Nov. 22, 1963—

- some two months after the al
leged meeting here. :

The rare three-judge crimin-
al district court panel was call-
ed fo hear the prelimirary;

case and decide whether tpere

e v

- W TE D el L el
is efough evidence to warrant
forrkal charge and trial for
Shaw, now relired,

I Shaw was arrested In Gar-
. 'rison’s office on March 1. He
was bonked—but never formally
chiarged—with  oonspiring (o
kill the President. Such pro-
cedure Is common under Louis-
fana law, . :

Ferrie, a former airlines pilot,
was found dead in his bed Feb.,
22. The corencr ruled death
resulted from patural causes.

His Story

After leading Russo through
,a bricf summary of his educa-
tional background and present
Job, Garrison asked if he knew
Ferrie, 0w o o
+-. Russo sald he not only knew
Ferrie but had had an “opea
- book Invitation” to visit Fer-
rle’s apartment at any tme,
. He said that it was In the
summer of 1963 that Ferrie
» “indicaléd to me that he was

‘obsessed with Kennedy,” This

. drew an immediate objection
as being a conclusion reached
by the witness. The court sus-
tained the objection, . -
- “Don't tell us your concly-
- slons,”  resumed  Garrison
- “What did Ferrie say to you
in regard lo Kennedy.”

This drew a new ohjection,

“also sustained, ...

D e Tag i et

tditimony to  the . apariment
party with this question: Do
you recall anything unusual
happening at Ferrie’s apart-
ment fn 15632" . :

“Sometime around the mid-
dle of September I went to the
house and at that time there
was some sort -of parly in pro
gress. There were eight or nine
people there, As the party dis-
sipated ~it nparrowed down to
three people beside myself bo
cause [ had no ride home.”

At this peint, Garrison drew
from Russo testimony regaro-
ing the identitication of Oswald
and Shaw as Leop Oswzld and
Clem Bertrand, .. .

.- - Ferrie-Pictured -

Russo testified that Ferrie,
49, a free-lance pilct. who was
under investigation by Garrison
at the time of his death, did
most of the talking about ap
assassination, - -

Ferrie, pacing the floor, said
the attempt should have three
gunners in order {o provide “a
trizngulation of  cross-fire,”
Russo testified, -

He quoted Ferrie as saying
that one man would have to be
sacrificed as scapegoat, -

Ferrie, Russo added, was to
be the get-away pilot, flying in-
lo Mexico to refuel for a flight
to Cuba, A

'sald Ferrie told the others he

Bertrand argued that as soon‘ Russo said Ferrie seemed fo}
as the shots were fired “theybe *“the leader” at the OGAP|”
world would know ahout it” and] meetings. S
once the plane landed in Mexico] *“He performed demons¥a-| .
there would be no way to getjtions that impressed me,” Rupso] -
out. .. _T_v,._',z» e e . said, - e, i,
Legal Baltle
There was a langled legall
argument over some of Russo’s
testimony—which Shaw's law.-
yer objected to as hearsay,
UPI quoted Russo as adding
that Ferrie said one of the - P
assassins would have to be . . . . .
sacrificed and the others shouldd @ .-
be “in the public eye” on the -
day of the assassination. Russo *

would be at Southeastern Loui-
siana College at Hammond, La.
Russo said Shaw said he would
g0 to'the West Coast on busi-
NESS, L e b
Ruszo gradualed in 1964 from
Loyola University of the South
in New Orleans with a degree
in political science.- =~ . -
He said he once met Ferrie
at a Civil Air Patrol meeting in
Kenner, La, He said he knew
him for some time and they
often visited at one another’sy --
home, - - T B
‘Saying Ferrie was obsessed
with Kennedy, Russo said:
“At his apariment, 1 saw
clippings of the President and

Objections were "raised by

" Gagrisnn_then swilched tho

Eeitrand, Russo said. He said

his picture, There was always
much talk and deleraiiod,”




