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By Drew Pearson

The book “The Death of a
*President” gives the Kennedy
side of the differences be- ;
tween the Kennedy and the '
Johnson families following
John F. Kennedy’s assassina-

Dallas on the day of the
tragedy and in today’s col-
umn endegvors to give the
other side of the story.

iiday President Kennedy was
- assassinated. Since that time
+|Jack Anderson and I have
: |talked to wvari-
{ | ous members of

! William Man-
" chester reports
" developed = be-Midho. & 3
tween Mrs. Fearson

. J6hn F. Kennedy and Presl-
: dent Johnson.

Unquestionably there was
. Triction. Bitterness developed
i during the tense moments
! after the assassination, How-

- tells only one side of the story.
. Here 'is part of the other

- First, friction oecurred with
! the coroner in, Dallas. Ken-
neth - O'Donnell secretary to
Mr. Kennedy, and Brxg. Gen.
Godfrey McHugh his Air
$ad beentenirirsted

: lthh the job “of gettmg lhe

~")ody ¥ Washi

the coroner refused to release
it until he held an inquest.

' Finally O'Donnell and Me-
‘Hugh - prevailed upon him.
Then they had trouble with a

Dallas city .ordinance against

carrying a casket in an embu-
laiice. They hhd purchased a
casket but fougd it was neces-
sary to get a hparse,

‘overcome Jocal red tabp:d and
driye Mr. Kennedy's y to
mc%m alrplane""“--"J
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1 was in Dallas o'ﬂtth; fragic|

"It took about an hour.to -
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Mganwh) e, Air Force ( One,
the presidential Prame;—Rad
been waiting for the body.
This delay was on the per-
sonal order of the new Presi-
dent, "and contrary to the

\ wishes of the Secret Service,

Emery Roberts of the Secret
Service staff had ordered the
plane to take off immediately."
The Secret Service had no
idea, in the confusion of Mr.
Kennedy’s death, as to wheth-
er there was a widespread plot

.against both the President and
the Vice President and felt -

the new President would be
safer in the air en route to
Washington, -

But President Johnson or-

dered the plane to wait for

Mr. Kennedy’s body. Mean-
while he telephoned Robert F.
Kennedy, the Attorney Gener-
al, in Washington to ask for a
legal opinion as to whether he
should take the oath of office
immediately or wait till he got
back to Washmgton Bobby

Ke reSTvinimédi-
ately. But Deputy Attorney
Gé atzenbadir—ciarred

son should be sworn in imme-
diately. If there was a nation-
al emergency while the plane
was 1n the air, such as & mis-
sile attack on the United
States, the ‘President was the
only person, as Commander-i;
in-Chief, who could give the
order to launch American mis-
siles in retaliation.
Incidentally, Mr. Johnson
addressed Bobby formally as
“General Kennedy” during
this and other conversations.

Mrs. Kennedy’s Ire -

Mrs. Kennedy expressed in-
dignation in the original ver-
sion of the Manchester book
that President Johnson used
her husband’s plane. How-
ever, the plane contained se-
cret electronic communica-
tions equipment which only
the . President could use in

son had flown to Dallas in' the
Vice Presidential plane, but it

The Secret Service had de-|

ZOrce One for the return’jour-
ey in order to be able to use
this equmeenf. Besides, hg
3\ rcﬂ_dcx;t. '—-a-—‘
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back to advise that Mr. John- -

case of emergency. Mr. John-| -

cided that he must use Ajef
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did not carry this equipment.] -
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he should. be sworn in in Dal- . : oo
las, Mr. Johnson sent for U.S. :
District Judge Sarah Hughes
to administer thef oath. While
he was wailing for, L:er. Mr.
Ke body was put
aboard the plane, and Gen.
MecHugnteid Malcolfmisias?e,
press secretary, that Ken O% _
Donnell wanted the plane to . ’
take off immediately. McHugh o e o
was quite excited. He had L Lo - i T
rushed through the plane ’ - :
looking for Mr. Johnson - and
Mrs. Kennedy, later said that
he .had found Mrs. Kennedy-
kneeling beside her dead hus-.
band while Mr, Johnson was
in the washroom changing lns
clothes. -
But Kilduff told McHugh
. the plane could not take off.
. “He may want to take off,”
Kilduff said, referring to
O’Donnell, ““but he isn't in
charge any more. Johnson is
now President.” :
Later, as Mr. Kennedy's
body was about to be removed - -
“from™ the plane, O'Donnell is ‘ .
. .reported to have blocked the : I P
new President in the plane’s . ’
aisle so he could not disem-
bark with the body.

Rumors of Boorishness

Various stories have been
circulated regarding the tragie
flight back to Washington,
Mrs. Kennedy is reported say 2
ing she objected to being
called “Honey” and did not
want Johnson near her; that
she didn't want “that man to - Lo . . . ;
touch me.” It was also report- !
ed that Johnson had come . - : R !
back to the rear of the plane ) - .
and smiled on the casket.

According to Kilduff, the ) A
new President acted with-
dignity and sympathy. -
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