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WASHINGTCN--TME JUSTICE DEPARTMENT IS EXPECTED TO SEEX LEGISLATION
CIVING THE UNITED STATES OWNERSHIP OF THE RIFLE THAT KILLED PRESIDENT

IT IS LEARNED TODAY THAT THE DEPARTMENT IS PREPARING A BILL WHICK
WOULD ALLOW THE ATTCRNEY GENERAL TO CLAIM, ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED = -
STATES, THE RIFLE AND OTHER ARTICLES ACCEPTED AS EVIDENCE BY THE -

. WARREN’ COMMISSION, T -

THE ARTICLES ARE NOW HELD BY THE FBI BUT THEIR LEGAL OWNERSHIP
REMAINS UNCHANGED AND APPARENTLY LEE OSWALD'S WIDOW 1S LEGAL OWNER OF
BOTH THE RIFLE AND THE PISTOL USED TO KILL POLICEMAN dJ. D. TIPPIT.

MRS, OSWALD SAID RECENTLY SHE WAS OFFERED $10,000 FOR THE TWO WEAPONS.

TC SHUT OFF THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE GOVERNMENT MAY LOOSE POSSESSION
OF THE ARTICLES, THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION WOULD ALLOVW THE ATTORNEY
[ENERALTO PICK ANY ITEM FROM THE EXHISIT AND TURN THEM OVER TO NATIONAL

THERE ARE NO PLANS FOR PUTTING THE ITEM ON PUBLIC DISPLAY THXOUGH
THE_LEGISLATION ¥OULD NOT FORBID IT. -

THE PRCPOSAL, JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SOURCES SAY, WOULD HELP TO REDUCE
UNFOUNDED RUMORS ABOUT THE ASSASSINATION DURING’THE VEARS AHEAD. =

THEY SAY IT WOULD ALSO PERMIT A COMPLETE FEDERAL REASSESSMENT..
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