
    

  

  

    

  

        

By iCENT BIFFLE 

|couny Democratic Chairn 
filliam Clark IIf lauded ghe 

Warren Commission Sunday fer 
its bipartisan approach to the 
investigation of President Ken- 

* nedy’s assassination and he pre- 
dicted the report will have no 

real political impact. 
He said he felt the results 

of the commission’s study could 
be used for no politically parti- 
san purpose. “This was some~ 

thing akin to a tough foreign 
policy problem and politics were 

rightly avoided.” 

BOTH DIST. ATTY. HENRY 
Wade and laivyer Joe Tonahill 
said Sunday they agreed with 
the commission's observation 
that a fair trial for Lee Harvey | 
Oswald, the President’s assas- 
sin, would have been difficult 

to obtain. 
Tonahill, who represents Jack 

Ruby, the killer of Oswald, said, 

‘“The local law enforcement 
people went on television apd 
told the world that they hid 

ehough evidence to send Oswild 
té the electric chair. I don’t bee 
how he could have gotten a fair 

irjal after that.” 
Wade said it would have been 

better if no one had commented 
on evidence regarding Oswald. 
“All the evidence should have 
come from the witness stand,” 

said Wade. 

“{ SAY IT SHOULD have 
n done that way. But when 

‘HONE EST , 

- 

cmimstn ame andinibsertalencan Mine! tem bes as epee Anne inact wa ame mee 

screaming for information abogt 
the suspect, and there was sor 
talk that maybe the police were 

beating him up.” 
Tonahill of Jasper said state- 

meats by officials that there 
was sufficient evidence to send 
Oswald to the chair spurred on 
Ruby, now in ‘county jail, con- 
victed of murder and assessed 
the death penalty. 

H. %. HUNT, DALLAS oil 
multimillionaire, calied the 
chimission’s report “a ve Q 
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- Dist, Atty. Wade... “All 
the evidence should have 

come from the witness 

stand.” 

honest finding.” He said, “Pre. 
ident Kennedy was a friend 

dhe President has been kille-~ 2.5 and [ supported the Kei 
you have some real problems. — , nedy-Johnson ticket.” 

@ press was yelling a i 
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is Earle Cabell, mayor of Dal, 

aid, “I certainly wouldn't tak 
t on myself to criticize the find, 
ings of the commission, which 

‘findings were arrived at by a 
dedicated and capable group of 
men after an intensive investi- 
gation. 

“ET cannot refrain, however, 
from calling attention to the 
fact that Monday morning quar- _ 
terbacking is always easier than 
calling the signals in the game 
on Saturday. 

“OUR POLICE department 
was confronted with a situation 

cated in world history and one 
which we hope will never re- 
peat itself.” 

In regard to the commission's 
criticism of police for giving 
the press access to the arrested 
Oswald, Cabell said, “It's my 

opinion that the Warren Com- 
- mission members, knowing their 
philosophy and high character, 
.would have been even more crit- 

Curry had he in any way_at- 
tempted to enforce a blackout 
of news to the world public.” 

THE REPORT POINTED out . 
that Oswald was, not denied 

céunsel. H. Louis Nichols, pres-, 
ib of the Dallas County Bar 
Ajsociation at the time of th 
assassination, said Sunday tha! 
Oswald was, in fact, given spe", 

  

gas at the time of the slaying, | 

such as has never been dupli- | 

ical of Chief of Police Jesse... 
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tion. / 
Nichols recalled his trip to 

the city jail on Nov. 23, 1963, 
the day following the assassina- 
tion, toe determine whether Os- 
wald was represented by a law- 
yer. 

Nichols said he'd worried 

about whether the question 
might arise later as to whether 
Oswald was properly represent- 
ed by counsel. Nichols said Po- 
lice Chief Curry expressed wor; 
ry over the same thing. The 

chief invited Nichols to speak 
to Oswald in his cell. 

“THIS WAS THE only time 
during the year I served as 
president of the bar that this 

kind of thing was done for a | 
prisoner,” said Nichols. He went 
to Oswald's cell and asked him 
if he wanted the bar associa- 
tion to provide him with a law- 

yer. : 
Oswald, according to. Nichols, 

said he wanted to retain a New 
York. lawyer named John Abt, 
who had represented clients 
charged with Communist activi- 
ties. Oswald also asked for a 
lawyer affiliated with the Amer- 
ican_Civil Liberties Union, Ni- 
chols said. 

  

    
  

oner that he knew no ACLU 

attorneys. He said Oswald de- 

clined his offer to provide an 

attorney through the bar asso- ” 

ciation. He said Oswald told 

him, “Check with me next week 

and Tl fet you know if I want 

you to do anything.” 

THE FORMER head of 

the Dallas bar said during his 

enetonumineas 

William Clark IL... 

“This was something akin 

to a tough foreign policy 

problem.” ——— 

t / 

  

    

cist-sexises by the assocjg-_ Nichols said he told the pris: eeerg 

     
  

ae PR EveRean oS 

Ex-Mayor Cabell . . +> 

“Findings were arrived at 

by a dedicated and capa- 

ble group of men.” 

“9.t9-3-minute” conversation 

with the prisoner, Oswald at no 

time complained of any mis- 

treatment; neither did he con- 

_ tend that any of his rights were 

being violated, 

The Rev. William_A. Holmes, 

pastor of Northaven Methodist: 

  

  

 



  
  

  

Church, who reported that some and apprehension of Oswald. . 
4.821.528 2 schésteitkisth cheered in theff *“"Te Warren Commission h 

classrooms when they heard the 
news that President Kennedy 
had been slain, said Sunday he 
has noted signs of moderation 
in Dallas. 

The Rey. Mr. Holmes said he 
thoroughly agreed with the com- 
mission's conclusions that right- 
wing sentiment in Dallas had 

“nothing te do with Oswald’s mo- 

tivation. 

“ANY CONCLUSIONS other 
than that would be, I think, 
highly speculative. I see signs 
of moderation in the © city; 
whether permanent or far- 
reaching, it is toa soon to 

know.” 

Dallas Mayor Erik Jonsson 
said, “What the world failed to 
understand was that when the 
President came to Dallas that 
day there was what has been 
aptly described as a tumultucus 
welcome, : 
“When President Kennedy was 

killed our feeling of shock was” 
without regard to political par- 

ty; we'd lost our President. The 
world -didn’t understand that, I 
think.” 

HE SAID THAT while the re- 
port did criticize the Dallas po - 

lice for Oswald's death. it also 
pointed out the swift detection 

‘done an exhaustive job, bring- 

ing out nothing very new but 

establishing details that I hadn’t 
seen before. I think this is good 
ecause people around the 
world should have these facts 
available. I hope that in time 
this will be The Book about the 
events and that its exoneration 
of Dallas will, not be over- 
looked.” 

“U.S. ATTY. BAREFOOT 
Sanders said, as a citizen of 
Dallas; he viewed it as a fine 
thing that the commission had 
cleared the city of charges of 

a “hate atmosphere.” 

He said, “I think the commis- 
sion deserves the thanks and 
tife commendation of the Ameri- 
can people for the manner in 
which it conducted the investi- 

gation.” - 

ROBERT B. CULLUM, pres!- . 
dent of the Dallas Chamber of 

Commerce, called the Warren 
investigation “a very objective 

job.” He said the report bears 
out the things “that we believed 
to be true here in Dallas. It’s 
a fine thing,” he said, “to have 
‘al-mest~doubts laid to rest by 

a a 

    

County Judge Lew _Sterrett a No 

as 4K the report, while containing 
no surprises, was “‘an exten- 
sive, exhausting undertaking 
that seems to have found the 
right answers.” . 

He said he thought the re- 
port was worthwhile because 
“the people are entitled to all 
the facts and Dallas is entitled 

to have the record cleared.” 
S, a RE PR reese: 9 a     
H. Louis Nichols... Of- 
fered_to provide counsel 

for Oswald, ~~ 2 7” “= 
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