| By KAREN KLINEFELTER
i\\'ashington Bureau of The News™,
}
' from presidential assassin Lee
Harvey Oswald's rifle ripped into
the anonymity cloaking his 23-
year-old wife and two daughters. !

And Sunday the complicated
story of Marina Oswald from her
self-described  *‘unhappy” child-
heod in Russia to the complexities
of marriage and the hollowness of |
notoriety was permanently in-
scribed in -history with the re-
léase of the Warren Commission’s
probing report.

A finely drawn story of the
yilmg woman who almost immedi-
atbly after the assassination re-,

a;gved outpourings of both sym-
pythy and mistrust at times lends
the characteristics of a novelf to
the detailed report.

The report uses Mrs. Oswa¥l’s
testimony
fore the 7-man commission and
‘testimony
friends and family.

And it weaves together the cir-
cumstances of the couple’s court-
ship, their marriage and flight
from Russia to Texas, his erratic
behavior and their marital difficul-
ties to shed light on the fourth
presidential assassination in the
United States® history.

In the lengthy passages describ-
ing her testimony and actions,’
Mrs. Oswald emerges as a coop-
erative, important if at sometimes
“confused” witness. i

She shed much light on the long-|
unsolved attempt to kill Maj. Gen.;
Edwin A. Walker April 10, 1963, at[
his Dallas home. The commission)
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In its thorough investigation, {he
Zommission concluded that regdrd-
less of what Oswald may have
said to his wife he was not actual-
ly planning to shoot Mr. Nixon at
that time in Dallas.

Mrs. Oswald speculated that the
incident may have been unrelated
to an actual threat.

It might have been that he was
just trying to test me. He was the
kind of person who could try and
wound somebody in that way. Pos-
sibly he didn't want to go out at!
all but was just doing this all as a’
'sort of joke. not really as a joke
'but rather to simply wound me,
to make me feel bad,” she testi-
eq.

fter the assassination, Mrs. Og-
wdld testified that she thought hér
hueband was “shooting at Co. -
nally rather than President Keh-
nedy.” In support of her conclu-
sion Mrs. Oswald noted her hus-
band’s undesirable discharge (Con-
nally was secretary of the Navy
at that time) and that she could
not think of any reason why Os- -
wald would want to kill Mr. Ken-
nedy, the commission said.

“an important element.”
Mrs. Oswald told the commis-
n that her husband had left
their Necly Street apartment short-
ly after dinner April 10. When he
failed to come back about 10 or
10:30 p.m., she discovered a care-
fully detailed note telling her
what to do if he didn’t return and
about the money and protection
that was available to her.

. When Oswald returned home lat-
er, Mrs. Oswald testified, “I
asked him what had happened.,
He was very pale. T don't remem-|
ber the exact time, but it was very!
late. And he iold me not to ask'
him any questions. He only id!
me he had shot General Walkef."|
Later she identified pictures of
\\;gker’s home which had bgen!

(=

fdind in Oswald’s possessions. !

n her second appearance be-l
foge the commission, Mrs. Oswald:
said her husband was going to kill'
former vice-president Richard

On April 24, she said, Oswald
started to go out with a pistol. “I.
asked him where he was going
and why he was getting dressed.
He answered ‘Nixon is coming. 1
want to go and have a Jook,” * she
testified. :

she “had never heard anything

She added, however, that in Rus®
sia her husband “spoke well of
him (Connally) . . . Lee said that
when he would relurn to the Unit-
ed States he would vote for him
(for governor).”,

The commission however, dis-
{counted the theory that Oswald]
'was solely shooting at Connally.
| The last 10 months of tragedy
began for Marina Qswald_as she
T '""'mhed television_in_the eariy

sion the events that followed:

*f called him into the bathroom
and T closed the door and [ wanted
to prevent him and then I started
to-cry. And I told him that he
shouldn't do this, and that he had
promised me. L

“I remember that I held him.
We actually struggled for several
iminutes and , then he quieted

Mrs. Oswald also testified that: - -~

bad about Kennedy from Lee] =
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“My heart _dropped,” she testi-
fied, when Mrs. Ruth Paine, with
whom Mrs. Oswald lived in Irving,’
told her that [someone had shot:
the President [from the building.

'neared at the Paine home in Ir-_ritahle, sometimes ,,".—;.,—,_,-;_.griﬂe‘

[ving. ving. He always spent the week-1, , »
days in his Dallas room and visit | Friends of the cou

ays i ple testxfxed
his wife and daughters, June Lee |before the commission of his vola-

and Rachael, on weekends.

tile actions and of her nag&mg

Mrs. Oawald said they had ar- and public eriticisms.
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gued the weekend belore by tele-| On Feb. 17 and in Jul
v, 1963,
hone be 't i
The assassif’s widow remem- ?'Come t\:'a}lse s}lei'ﬁlt h(:.i s};:mld:'at‘lv.lrs. Oswald wrote to the Rus-
v - ome every week” and t at the sian embassy. The first time she
bered that her husband’s Mannli-l paines were planni birthd P )
‘ re planning a birtliday requested permission for herself
cher-Carcano was supposed to be] o.v Anoth i ; ;i
e e in o Hlanket in the Paine party. Another argument of that and June, their only child at that -
wrapped in a blanke! earlier weekend was about Oswald time, to return to the Soviet Un-
garage. : : living under an assumed name, jon, The second time she wrote

in which Lee ig working.”

“I then went fo the garage to

‘see whether the rifle was there
and I saw that the blanket was
still there and I said ‘Thank God,’
tMrs Oswald told the commis-
sion. She did not unroll the blanket
but saw that it was in its usual
iposition and it appeared to her to
‘have something msnde, the -report
isaid.
l But soon afterward, about 3
pm,, she found that the blanket
fwas indeed empty when Dallas po-
lice officers checked the garage.

Mrs. Oswald later testified that,
'the rifle found on the sixth ﬂoor
|of the Texas School Book Deposi-*
tory building, from which the
shots were hred was “the fateful
rifle of Lee Oswald,” as she de-
scribed it.

Later she was able to identify
the shirt her husband wore to
work that morning and the two
jackets he wore during his flight
from the depository building to the
Texas Theater, where he was ap-|
!prehended, the report said.

The  Russian-born  woman
l‘houOht nothing suspicious Thurs-
day_nicht_Nov. 21, 1963, when

her husband unexpectedly \f"r'e'

residence.

any attempt to understand Os-|
wald's possible motivation.”

B:oth Mrs. Oswald a;ld Mrs.
Paine thought he had come to Ir-| She said both letters were writ:
ving Thursday night to “patch up” :
the quarrels. It was that night,] She testified before the S
too, that Mrs, Oswald refused for |mission that: com '
a while to live with her husband| *“Lee wanted me to go to Russm
. lin Daltas. i

The Oswalds’ married life since ime to go then that meant that’he
coming to the United States, Mrs. didn't love me, and that in tf'at
Oswald and various friends testi- case what was the idea of coming
fied, had been stormy with many to the United States in the first
separations, It was these marital place. Lee would say that it would
difficulties which the commission ibe better for me if I went to Rus-
termed “'of great importance insia, and what he had in mmd I

.which Mrs., Oswald discovered that “things are improving due to
when she called him at his Dallas ;the fact g(hat myp husbindu ex-

presses a sincere wish to return
together with me to the USSR.” -

ten. at her husband’s insistence. -

and I told him that if he wanled

- ldon’t know.”
Mrs. Oswald also testifi ed to

The commission added, how- [some of the happier momcms-o[
‘ever, that it does not believe that

‘her marriage with Oswald, -

the relations between Qswald and She recalled he was *'very happy

his wife caused him to assasssmat {at the birth of their second daugh-
the President. “It is unlikely t.hather Rachel, and said “two daugh-

the motivation was that simple,”’
the commission said.

ters were better for each other.
And in New Orleans where they

Mrs. Oswald testified that “. . . lxved before returning to Dallas”in
immediately after coming to the the fall of 1963, **family life was
United States Lee changed. I did more peaceful.”
not know him as such a man in: But she testified before the W’ar-
Russia . » « he helped me as b¢!-iren Commission that her husband

of a recluse . . . he was very ir

but he became a little moreleould really “only be happy -on
’-Tt_he moon.” -




