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E arcau of The. News cimeramen, moved - back
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WASHINGTON — The Warren fdsth seeking information andasp-

Sc({m:}?:tsil:n bSunc:ay recommend-l portunities of interviews. News-
at the bar, law enforcement’ men wandered into the offices of
associations and the news media gther bureaus located on the third

work together to establish ethi-! flcor, sat on desks and used po-t

cal standards” to prevent inter-llice telephones; indeed, one re-

ference by newsmen in the func- its hidi :
iporter admits hiding a telephone jength of the assembled newsmen,|.

tions of the police and the courts.!hehind a desk so that he would
The commission was sharply{have exclusive access to it i
criticatl1 of the activities of the|something developed.”
more than 300 news media repre-
sentatives who swarmed into Ip)al- POLICE CHIEF Jesse Curry,
las in the wake of the assassina- returning from escorting Presi
tion from all. over the United d(:'nt Johnson to Love Field at
States and foreign countries. :ﬂxdaflernoon on N,?v' z, fou.nd
More than 100 jammed the third “just .pandemonium © o1 the third
floor corridor of the Dallas Police floor, the report said. j
szpartment while Lee Harvey Os=’ The crow:d was so d'e'nse, e
id was under detention. report continued, that Dist. Atg.
vt . Henry Wade had to “strain to ggt
‘1IN THE WORDS of an 1 the door open” into the homici
agent who was present,” the com- o ice. .
mission said, “the conditions fat' [Secret Service Agent Forrest V.
the palice station were ‘not 00§ rrels was quoted as saying that
much unlike Grand Central Sta-|h had “the impression that “the
tion at rush hour, maybe like the|press and the television people
Yankee Stadium during the Woridjust . . . took over.” Dallas Po-
Series games.’ lice Capt. Glenn King said that
“In the lobby of the third floor, efforts of the police to control the

television cameramen set up Lwo, pewsmen were unavailing.
large cameras and floodlights in] “They interfered with people
strategic positions that gave them who had to be there,” King was
a sweep of the corridor in either quoted in the report as saying.
direction. o thes] THE POLICE, in invoking se-
el & mc‘a:j stretch i c"f curity, started carefully checking
tlevsion cables nta and ot “Lall persons for ereden
f the windows of a deputy chiel’s some  repo riers an_d policemen
‘t))ifif-e and down the g de> of the said that unauthorized persons,
buE:ling got in, the report said. One of,
4Men with newsreel cameras, ths;:e‘;aés?:é%::sygmught from
;i'j)lre c;“;gais ma:nd t*;:ucro?}!xqp.esr; the Texas Theater to the base-
) s E-TefvsON 1o of police headquarters, sev-
eral newsmen got on the elevator]
with him and his police_escort for
the"trip o tie third floor. T

>

' pear al a press conference in the:

: including Jack Ruby, and other

ed

wiiom Friday afternoon, whin
Oswad arrived in the building”™
the %eport said, “until Sunday,
newspaper reporters and televi-

sion cameras focused their atten-} -

tion on the homicide office.
Iy full view and within arm’s

Oswald traversed the 20 fect of
corridor between the homicide of-
fice and the locked door leading
to the jail elevator at least 15
times after his initial arrival « < ot

“Generally when Oswald ap-.
peared the newsmen turned their
cameras on him, thrust micro-
phones at his face, and shouted
questions at him. Sometimes he
answered.”

THE COMDMISSION gave
graphic account of the midnight
piess conference on the night pf
Ngv. 22: ’

“In response to demands of
néwsn'len. Dist. Atty. Wade, after
consulting with Chief Curry and
(Homicide) Capt. (Will) Frit,}
had announced shortly before
midnight that Oswald would ap-

basement assernbly room.
“An estimated 70 to 100 people,

unauthorized ~persons, crowded

into the small downstairs room.|’

No identification was required.

The room was SO packed that}

Deputy Chief M. W. Stevenson
and Capt. Frilz, who came down

to the bascment after the crowd]- -

had assembled, could not get in
and were forced to remain in the
doorway.

“Qswald was brought into the
room shortly afer midnight.
Curry had instructed policemen
not to permit newsmen (o touch

Oswald or get close to him, but} -

no steps were taken to shield
Oswald from the crowd.

“CAPT. FRITZ had asked that -

Oswala B¢ placed on the praiform:




uspd_{ag_lineups so that he could
be more easily removed ‘if any-|
thing happened.” Chief Curry,
however, insisted <that Oswald
stand on the floor in Iront of the
stage, where he was also in front

Sost of the information,”s-ity-.0n Sunday afterncon.Di; ty.
said, “'was disclosed through in-'Wade told the police that people
‘formal oral statements or an- were saying they had the wrong
swers lo questions at impmmptu! man and that Oswald had been
and clamorous press conferences|“killed intentionally.” the oom-| -
in the third floor carridor. Written! mission said. Wade reportedly

of the one-way nylon<cloth screen
icustomarily used to prevent a

suspect from seeing those present)

in the room. This was done be-
cause cameramen had told Curry
that their cameras would not
photograph  well  through  the
screen.

“Curry had instructed the re-

porters that they were not to ‘ask
any . questions and try to inter-
view (Oswald) in any way,” but
when he was brought into the
room ‘immediately they began to
shoot questions at him and shove
microphones into his face.’
“¢It was difficult to hear Os-
wald’s answers above the uproar.
Cameramen stood on the tables
{:3 take pictures and others pushed
t W

ard to get closeups. The nof’_;e
- confusion mounted as g
igbriers shouted at each otherE
gét out of the way and camera-
_ men made frantic efforts to get
into position for pictures.

“After Oswald had been in the
room only a few minutes, Chief
Curry intervened end directed

that Oswald be taken back to the
jail because, he testified, the
newsmen ‘tried to overrun him.” ™

THE COMMISSION said that
because of the Dallas Police De-

press releases were not employed.
-ence became a familiar sight dur-
ing these days. Whenever Curry’

partment policy to let newsmen
remain within its working quar-
ters the press was able to pub-:

or other officials appeared in the

‘hallway - newsmen surrounded

‘them, asking questions and 7e-
questing statements. Usually the
officials complied.”

ALTHOUGH Curry did not sit

in on Fritz's interrogations.of Os-|

wald, the commission said, *he
gave detailed information on -the
progress of the case against Os-
wald.” Fritz, to a lesser extent,
did the same thing, it added.

By Saturday there was wiffe-
spread concern about the unltin-
itgd disclosures, some of them fir-
rgneous, which were being made,
&E commission said.

'FBI  Director J.
Hoover,” the report said, *be-
came concerned because ‘almost
as soon as (FBI laboratory) re-
ports would reach the Dallas Po-
lice Department, the chief of po-
lice or one of the representatives;
of the department- would go on
TV or radio and relate findings
of the FBI, giving information
such as the identification of the
gun and other items of physical
evidence. .

*On Sunday, after Oswald (vas;(

shot, Hoover dispatched a per:
sonal message to Curry request-

ﬂrecommended that *'somebody

“The ambulatory press ocmfer-i

Edgar !

licize virtually all of the informa-!; : :

1cize vi ‘ 2, ing him not to go on the air any
t‘}:’:ﬁgﬁhﬂed about the' case D 1ore until this case (is) resolved.’
: rst few days. : {'Hoover testified later that Curry|
“In the process,” the report jagreed not to make any more

said, “a great deal of misin-jstatements.” )
formation was disseminated to a,

e audioncem 0% FOLLOWING Oswald's death
This came about because of the' |CWTY and other police officers
informal_press relations of—thewiier® disposed to remsin silent.”

Dallas police, the report said.  'h¢ commission said. . .

/L(f)
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jought to go. out in television and
ilay out the facts that you had on
1Oswald, and tell them everything.”

“The police,” the commission
said, “refused to furnish Wade
with additional details of the case.

“Wade nonetheless proceeded to
thold a lengthy formal press con-

' ference that evening. in which he

attempted to list all of the evi--
dence that had been accumulated
at the point tending to establish
Oswald as the assassin of Presi-

dent Kennedy.
“Unfortunately, et that time, as
he subsequently testified, he

facked a thorough grasp of the!
evidence and made a number of
errors.”

© IN COMMENTING on the re-
ilationship of the news media with
ithe authorities, the commission
ihad this to say:

| “The commission recognized
thit the people of the Unit
Stites, and indeed the world, h
ajfeep-felt interest in learning &
the: events surrounding the dea
of President Kennedy, including‘




-7 -the development of the investt_’.z-_'[_'.bg_accused's right to_g trial by

tichiit-Daitis. | jan impartial jury. The couriroom,
“An informed public provided {not the newspaper or television
the ultimate guarantee that ade- ’.screen, is the appropriate forum
quate steps would be taken to !in our system for 'the trial of a
apprehend those responsible for man accused of a crime.”
the assassination and that all nec- i “Groundless rumers and public
essary precautions would  be confusion” rcsulted from - “the
taken to protect the national se-1hasty and at times inaccurate di-
cu;nty;i l.l tbv]as tl}l;u:refo;e prol,;)ler ivulgence o; evidence,” the com-
an esirable that - the public!imission said.
know which agencies were par-|' The commission said the Dallas
tll‘cxmtms in f:_el:m;eﬁhgatw'? and {police Department had the pri--
the rale‘at which their work was Imary responsibility for “having
progressing. . _ lifailed to control the press and to
“The .public was also entitled: ;check the flow of undigested evi-
to know that Lee Harvey Oswald "dence.” -
had been -apprehended and that  *The commission believes, how-
the state had gathered sufficient ever,” the report continued, “that
evidence to arraign him for the a part of the responsibility for the
murders of the President and Pa- unfortunate circumstances follow-
;ziimann;il‘-ippit. ttl'\at htf: ;;as being ;;Jng thi Pr;sident’s d:;th must be
pending action of the grand jborne by the news media.” :
jury, tfxat, the investigation was | It was noted that the American
continuing, -and that the law en- Socicty of Newspaper Editors had
forcement agencies had discov- |discussed the role of the press in
ered no evidence which tended to. {jts April meeting and that “strong
§h9w tha.t any other _person was;!mi_sgivings" had been wvoiced by -
involved in either slaying. - iieditors about the events in Dallas.
“HOWEVER, neither the press fT_o prevent a recurrence 10{ t‘he\
nor the public had a right to be. “h“ ortunate events ;Vhfc}f followed
contemporaneously informed by the assassmaltlon. o\»ever,."mogz
the police or prosecuting authori- | 2; ed@f";ra concern - wi "
ties of the details of the evidence "e_‘_r \ the commussion said. of
being accumulated against Os- he promulgation of a code
wald. Undoubtedly the pubic was professxonal. conduct governing
interested in these disclosures, FePresentatives of all news me;‘ha
but its curiosity should not have ::"’“]d be welcome evidence l:t_
beed SaliSTER at the expense o2, press had profited f’y the
e ~lessen of Dallas.”  =—=
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