
    

  

Washington Bureau of The News 
WASHINGTON—The Dallas Po- 

lice Department Sunday drew crit-' 
icism from’ the Warren Commis- 
sion for its decision to move Lee: 
Harvey Oswald to the county jail 
in public view and for- statements 
made about the interrogation of 

the assassin of President Kennedy. 
At the same time, however, the 

commission said none of Oswald's 
rights were violated in his arrest, 

detention and interrogation. 
In addition, the commission said 

the Dallas police allowed news- 
en too many privileges during 

the investigation and on the morn- 

HERE ARE some of the con- 
clusions in this multi-pronged re- 
port which dealt in specifics with|j 
the Dallas Police Department: 

1. “Except for the force re- 
quired to effect his arrest, Os- 
wald was not subjected to any 
physical coercion by any law en- 
forcement officials. He was ad- 
vised that he could not be com- 
pelled to give any information 
and that any statements made by 
him might be used against him 
in court. He was advised of his 
right to counsel. He was given 
the opportunity to obtain counsel 
of his own choice and was offered 
legal assistance by the Dallas Bar 
Association, which he rejecied at 

that time. 
2. “The numerous statements, 

sometimes erroneous, made to the 
press by various local law en- 
forcement officials, during this, 
period of confusion and disorder 
in the police station, would have 
presented serious obstacles to the 
obtaining .of a fair trial for Os- 

wald. 
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ijg that Jack Ruby killed Oswald.;. 
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. “The Dallas Police Pepa 

ment's decision to transfer 0: 
wald to the county jail in fill! 
ipublic view was unsound. The ar- 
rangements made by the police 
department on Sunday morning, 
only a few hours before the at- 
tempted transfer, were inade- 
quate.” : a 

OVERALL, from the planning 
stages of President Kennedy’s visit 
until the assassination, the com- 
mission report indicated that 

Dallas police_cooperated with: the 
Secret Service and FBI ia carry- 
ing out their assignments.: 

However, most of the pftention 
in the report concerning he Dal- 

: - wald was in custedy-—he was in’ 
oweTTeITozated about 12 hours, 

During the questioning in cb 
Will Fritz’s office, the report sa 

_ there was a good deal of conju- 
*? sion with officers going in and out 

of Fritz's office and Fritz him- 
: self being called out to. make 
jew assignments or ta answer 
[pew ass from officers, 
| There were times, during Fritz’s 
absence, that other officers would 
question Oswald. 

; All those interviewed by the 
‘commission said that Oswald 
would talk for a while but then 

",When a question of significance 
iwould be posed, he would refuse 
to answer it, 
Some felt the noise in the office 

and the hall outside the homicide 
bureau kept Oswald upset. 

IN SPECIFICS, here is what 
“tthe report said’ about Qswald’s 

legal rights during this time: 
“All available evidence indicates 

that Oswald was not subjected to 
any physical hardship during the 
interrogatifn sessions or at aby 
other timel while he was in -cis- 
tody. He was fed and allowed }n 
rest. . . #ilthough he made re- 
marks to newsmen about desir-   

fun arked police ear driven by 2 

.j;ored car as a decoy. : : 

police officer, pointing out that 
thi “would be better from the 
siarxdpoint of both Speed and 
nebverability. s : 

Curry thought about it and 
agreed with Fritz, the report said. 
He then decided to use the arm- 

  

iN THE BASEMENT, measures 
were under way to move Oswald 

out. 
However, it was about this tinge 

that Ruby moved into the base- 
ment. There is a good deal of 
discussion about his getting inte 
the basement but no definite con- 
clusions are drawn except the te- 
port says: 

“The shooting of Lee Harvey 
Oswald obviously resulted from 
the failure of the security pre-e —~ 1 
cautions which the Dallas police 

  
. ldepartment had taken to protect 

their prisoner, In assessing the 
causes of the security failure, the 
cAnmission has not everlooked fre | 
en raordinary circumstanges 
which prevailed during the dgys 
tifat the attention of the world ,   

las police comes in the post-assas- ling a shower and demanding his 
sination time and the period lead- |‘civil rights’, Oswald did nat com- 
ing up to Oswald’s murder by ‘plain about "his treatment to any 
Ruby. of the numerous police officers 

Here are some of the delails and other persons who had much 
discussed in the report covering 
the period: 

commission feels, the officers did. 
not know they were apprehending 

port said: 

« +» further stated that while 
fists were flying (during Oswald's 
arrest in the Texas Theater) he 
(a witness) heard one of the of: 
ficers say ‘Kill the President, will 
you?’ Jt is unlikely that any of 
the. police officers referred to Os- 
wald as a suspect in the assassi- 
nation, While the police radio had 
noted the similarity in descrip- 
tion of the two suspects, the ar- 
resting officers were pursuing Qs- 
wald for the murder of (Officer 
J. D.) Tippitt.” - 

FROM 2:30 p.m. Friday 
ALES a.m, Sunday—the time Os-   

    
When Oswald was arrested, the ' 

the President's assassin. The re-. 

  

to do with him during the two days 
of his detention.” 

The commission also found that 
Oswald was properly arraigned by 
Justice ‘of the Peace David Joha- 
son. 

ONE DIFFERENCE between 

ty is mentioned as far as Oswald's 
transfer is concerned. The report 
stated: 

the truck (armored, for Oswald's 
transfer) had arrived, he informed 

Captain Fritz. that security con- 

how long the questioning of (Os- 
waid would continue. 

“At this point, Fritz learned {gr 
the first time of the plan fo cop- 
vey Oswald by armored truck aqd 
cmmmediately expressed his disab 
iproyal. He. urged the use of ani 

  

‘Fritz and Police Chief Jesse Cur: 

“When Chief Curry learned that’ 

were turned on Dallas.” 6 _ 

trols were in effect and inquired” 

 


