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Evidence Does Not Painit

To Soviet Plot Says Rusk

Washington Bureau of The News

WASHINGTON — Secretary of]
State Dean Rusk told the Warren
Commission that he had seen no
evidence that the Soviet Union
wanted to eliminate President
Kennedy, the commission’s report
said Sunday.

Rusk testified before the com-
mission last June 10.

“I have not seen or heard of
any scrap of evidence indicating
that the Soviet Union had any de-
sire to eliminate- President Ken-
nedy nor in any way participated
in any such event,” Rusk said.

“Now, standing back and try-
ing to look at that question ob-
jectively despite the ideological
differences between our two great
systems, I can’t see how it could
be to the interest of the Soviet
Union lo make any such effort.”

Rusk said he believed the So-
viet Union “has an interest in
the correciness of state relations”
which would be particularly true
among the great powers.

“I think,” he said, “that al-
though there are grave differ-
ences between the Communist
world and the free world, be-
tween the Soviet Union and other
major powers, that even' from
their point of view there needs
‘to be_some shape and form to
international_relations, that it is

world structure dissolve into com-
plete anarchy, that great states
and particularly nuclear powers
have to be in a position to deal
with each other . , .” .

Rusk said he thought Soviet
Premier Nikita S. Khrushchev,
and President Kennedy, despite
their grave differences, had “a
certain mutual respect.”

“I think that both of them were
aware of the fact that any chair-
man of the Soviet Union, and any
president of the United States,’
necessarily bear somewhat spe-
cial respoasibility for the general
peace of the world. Indeed, with-
out exaggeration, one could al-
most say the existence of the
Northern Hemisphere in this nu-
clear age.” L ’ ;

It would be “an act of rashness’
and madness” for the Russian!
leader to undertake asssasination
as an active policy, Rusk said.

“It has not been our impression
that madness has characterized
the actions of the Soviet leaders
in recent years,”” the secretary
added. -

The commission said it *ac-
cepts Secretary Rusk’s estimate
as reasonable and objective, but
recognizes that a precise assess-
ment of Soviet intentions or in-
terests is meost difficult.”
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