Ttarorable Je oo Rankin
Gonexral Counsel
The President's Commission
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Iefcrenzo 45 mado tc your lotier '
reaucsting our authorizaiioa to dcelaonTizy d mumbel of: -
docuncnts which wcre furniched to tho Comisczicn Ty this -
Purcou durinz tho course of our dnvectisation yo-ding thé) =
pssasoination of the late President Joun T, Lenacdye . pq X

In accordanco with your rccucst, v
in cucstion and have dcolocciiied 2
contintanzo in a el~sziliicd piatus
43 pot regquired by the interests of tho natlcnnl 4z 2Z0s

vo kavo rovisod coriain pajes in 2 nuilor of

thezo docupcnts in order to place thea 4n an unclia~s lied
siatus and at tho samo timo meot

wes furnisihcd to cur Agzents during theo-dnvcsSis
I pariicularly ¢=sire to point out thoco roperis
mceorands caaline with Ilichacl and Ruth Paine and Cooxp:end -
rsa=cncchildt and the perconal lives of
’) ;. Halinz tho contonis of puch cacuzmaats availablo to tha public
: sg-could cause sorious rcpercussions to tho Connission, ~

You will rccall that I previously exg;::;é:@__ =y
consera rexording this matior in my lottor 16 yol:datad -
‘Such lotter R
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S 7 g|the foct that many of our reports in SNQTREGOBEADuic: cage, . .
G % |tho Leo Ixrvey Csuald caso, and roladfn 0014082 contatn T -
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Honorable J. Lee Ronkin
4in the nature of gocssip and ruror and which has not been
substantianted. Such information did reprecent the vicas
of the porson3 intcrvieved and was rcported as it wao oo
reoceived by ua. I brouvght such matter to your pttoation in
. wic? of the fact that 1L this type of information should dbe

riensed or become a matter of public krowledge, it vould o
rellcet noat vnfaovorably upon the Dopartment of Justice and

tho Prosidont's Commicaion, I also informed you that I was. . -

nlcrting Acsistant Attorney Goneral Derbort J, llller, dre,
of the Dopartnment of Justice régarding theso qbscrva.tions.

T alco v at to point out that on Eay 4, 1534, B '

1, A, I, Delnont of this Cureau diccrosod tho mattcr of

‘paking public our inm astipative reports with ix, oyard Uillens

and lire Sanuel Sicin of your ctaff., I'r. [clmont pointed out

to }r, Btern at that tine ¢that at a proviovr rooting ir, stera -

had raised questicas on certain iteos dn ous 3:iIoXLd which
nicht rcflcct on {nnocent poreons 41f the rcpores ove rade

public in their eniirety. th I, Stern and Ire Uilleas . .. .

at that tino coacluded that 4f the Commiscicon pubiiciczed

gach rcpo~to in thoir ‘eatirety, the Comziccion will e
criticized for making public information conserainz innocont
poreons. ' : S S

In vicy of the grcat nusber of éocu=cnts ukich the
Cormiscion has reoquestod authority to dcalanzify at this
tine, I again vant to popociflcally c2ll thic mattor to your
attontion ond point out the rosponsibility vhich muct be

a--unod by tho Commission in the event theso documents are ...

made available to the _pub;.ic.
' L " Sincarely yours,

. - Edear e,
LEL Sce cover memorandum W, A, Branigan to ¥. C. 'Sulli\‘-.;i

dated October 22, 1964, rogarding "Lee Harvey Osvald, IS =R
~ CUBA, " prepared by REL:hrt, .. | : o Rt
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