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UN. <D STATES DEPARTMENT OF . ,STICE
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- New Yoric, lNew York - P
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Joseph Eingsbury-Smith

The President's Corviission on the Assassinstion
of President Kennedy has requested that an investigation
be conducted to deteruine how & transceript of the Commission's
interview with Jaclk L. Rubx cane into the possession of
Dorothy Kilgallen and the

osepr. Kingsbury-Smith, Publisher of the "Nev_York

Journcl-hoerican’,"onAuzust 21, 1954, advised that previous

that date, he asked Dorothy Kilgallen to identify the source
vho furnished her the transcript of Jack Pubyts interview
by the President's Comriission on the Assassination of President
Kennedy. Fr. Smith stated that Kiss Kilpallen refused to -
revezl her source, but did indicate to him that the source
was somcone inslide the Commission who was & friend of hers
of long standing.

Kr, Smith stated that he questioned Hiss Kilgallen

~ 7. thoroughly and she told him that she would stake her reputation

~-- - on the fact the transecript of Ruby's intervieu deflinitely was
not stolen, not bought and nothing illepzal weas dGone in obtaini:
it. Fies Kilgsllen told Kr, Szith thot she would give her

chotmr Kilg;_-_llen P N ‘..,..,-... e e e
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New Yorx Journal-Averican,® "filiéfv--

word of honor on this point. MKr. Suith stated thet on the . . -

basis of the &bove facts, the Journal-American's attorneys ..
- decided that publicatlon of the Ruby transeript Gid not violate

the law since the President!s Coumission was not conducting .

& tricl end wes not trying Ruby. According to Ir. Szith, the
attorneys for the newspzper cz2id the transeripi could be'. :
regarded as a Journslistic matter. - B -
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Joseoh Kingsbury-Smith
Dorothy Kilgilen | Z

Dorothy #ilgezllen was intervicwed on August 21, 1954,
at her Town House located &t &5_EQ§§_§§_h Street, New York,
Hew_York. ..

¥iss Kilgallen stated that she refused to reveol
the source vho gave her the transcript of the Jack Ruby
interview by the President's Commission on the Asscassination’

L'}

- of President Kennedy.- ... . . .. . oo “w”wsk__ruywm_“;“.

Kiss Kilgallen steted that she would ioentify

the source only as 8 “Yresponsible person wno had a legal v
right to the transcript." She steted that she was the only - -
Perﬁon wvho knew the identity of the source end that she s

would die” rather than revezl his identity. Miss Kilgallen
szid that she based her refusal to identify her source

on the richt of & newspaper reporter to protect his sources

of Informztion.

¥iss Kilgallen specifically was asked vhether or not
the source vica & rerber of the Presidentts Counission itself
or & staff meuber or employee.  She refused to ansuer.

oot ¥iss Kilgallen soecifically vas asked if the source .
was porcone not on the Commiscion, such as Ruby?!s defense counsel
or sowcone else who was prescnt durlng the interview or vho
richt legally have recelived B copy of the transcript. She .

- refused to answer, , RN e
- Miss Kilgallcn alao said that sBhe would rcfu,e to

give the date on wihich she reccived the Ruby transcript end
would refuse to identify the city in which she obtained 1t.

Kioce Kilpallen dld state that her source vas & man ‘

and not & wonman, She said her source is & friend of hers of

Jong etending, She steted that the source gave her the
trunscript as a "friendly gesture,®
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Joseph Kingsbury-Smith
Dorothy Kilrcllen .

¥iss Kilgallen steted that she would gwear that -
the transcript vias not stolen &nd nothing 111ec“1 vas done
in obtcining it., She stated that she did not poy coney for
the transcript and did¢ not give or prozise her source anything
else of value in exchange for the transcript,

I VR

Miss Kilgallen refuscd to say Af she first aoproached
the source or 1f the source f{irst approachcd her about the S
transcript,

PRRATEE U S G R

She state ’chis Bource gave her a typed transcript
of the Ruby interview, She kept the transcript several days
end had copies made including photostata., Kiss legullen
then gave the transeript back to her source.
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¥ilsg Kilgallen recalled fron merory thht the transceript
nhe recelved was numbered from Pore 1 to Page 103, She said
that one page was kissing., She believes the missing page was
nunbered 59, otherwise the transcript appeared to be complete.
: Page 103 of the ¢ranscrint was & notarized stztement from the
- stenosruphcr ¥who vas preccent durlnz the intervievw,
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hlss Kilgallen stated the "liew Yorlz Journal-&merican” "
does not know the identity of her source and in fact, she o
told the ncwapaper less than ghe told the 1nterview1ng agents.“;

L T Miss Kilgallen did not furnish any other 1nrornation
of value, She stated that she is the only person who knows 4”
the identity of her source end she will never reveal 1t.'.:_;u

Ay n AN Gl e, S

Miss Kilgallen voluntecred to go to bashington, D.C.
to testiry on this rmatter before the President's Commission,
She emp zed, hovever, that she also will refuse to identify
her aourcc to the Commission or anyone else, She stated that
regardless of the consequenccs, she will never 1aentify the
source to anyone,
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