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219 PRN EMEE REAM NE ES ot 

  

2 

2 MR. snentitars | Without a lie detecter test on my 

3 testimony, my verbal statementsto you, how do Vou know af 

4 I am telling the truth? of tis ad ? 

5 ; MR. TONAHILL: Don't worry about ‘that, Jack. 

6 | MR. RUBY: Just a minute, gentlemen. - 

7 CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: © You wanted to ask something, 

8 aid you, Mr. Ruby? | . . ae / ces ae Fg. 

9 . MR. RUBY: I would like to be able to gct a lie 

; 10 detector | test or truth serum of what motivated me todo 

1 what I did at that particular time, and it seems as you 

12 get further into something, even though you know what you — 

13 | did, it operates against you somehow, brain washes you, a 

4 that you are weak in what you want to tell the truth 

43 about and what you want to say which is the truth... 

16 Now Mr. Warren, I don't know if you got any ~ 

  

z wouldn't suggest a lie detector x test to testify So     
  

   

  

   

17 confidence in the lie detector test and the truth serun = 

48 and so on. : | | nae | 

13 : . CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN : of can't tell you just how ° . 

20 mich confidence I have in it, because it depends so inach soo 

ai on who is cakiog it and so forth. = ~ a SO eee we 

2} | 

23 couse want any kind of ‘test, x will, arrange - it . £08 is” , 

/ as z would be glad to do that, if you want it. Les wan 7 

   



  
    

vanes BD 

1 

12 

13 

time I tried to ask  Mrvp Belli, I wanted to get up and say.   person 1 ke ever want to do something that I had been involved 

the truth. We will treat you just the same as we do any 

other witness, but if you want such a test, i will arrange 

for it. 

MR. RUBY: I do want it. Will you agree to that, 

Joe? 

MR. TONAHILL: iI sure do, Jack. 

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:.- Any kind of a test you want 

to verify what you say, we will be glad to aon 4 ° 

MR. RUBY: Iowant it even if you put me into a 

sort of drowsiness so you can guestion me as to anything — 

pertaining to my involvement in this particular act. 

| MR. TONAHILL: Jack, you have wanted to Go that ~ 

from the very beginning, haven't you? . 

MR. RUBY: Yes. And the reason why I am asking 

   for that is, -- are you limited for time? Oe 

  

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, we have all the time *~ 

you want.» 

MR. RUBY: As it started to trial -- = don’ t know   if you realize my reasoning, hhow z= happened to be involved =-+ 

I was carried away tremendously emotionally, ang all the: 

Mi va} ‘ 

  

   

  

the ‘truth regarding the steps that led me to do vhet ‘I 

have got involved in, but since I ; have a spotty background 

in the night club business, I should have becn the last 

cake ea cap    



  

In other words, I was carried away tremencously. 

You want to ask me questions? , eatin 

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: | You tell us what you want, 

and then we will ask.you some questions. 

MR. RANKIN: I think he ought to be sworn. 

MR. RUBY: Am I boring you? 

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Go ahead. Ali right, Mr 

Ruby, tell us your story. OO Ba 

MR. RUBY: That particular morning -- where is 

Mr. Moore -~ ‘I had to go down to the News Building, getting 

back to this -- I don't want to interrupt. 

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: | what morning do you mean? 

MR. RUBY: Friday morning, the starting of the 

   tragedy. 

Mr. Belli evidently did not go into my care noroughly 

circumstantially. § If he had gone into it, he wouldn't 

have tried to vindicate me on an insanity plea to" o relieve “= 

  

  
me of all responsibility, because ‘circumstantially everything 

looks sO bad for me. 
. 
* 

  
  

It can happen -- it “happens ‘to many y people who ‘bappen 

   

  

< be at the wrong Place | at the right tines     
ae 24 realized not to try to get me out completely frees at the     
 



       
i; drich 

        

. s
m
 

     
  

Cc. 
wi 
\hrer JUSTICE WARREN: I understand. 

  

MR. RUBY: Different things came up, flashed back 

into my mind, that it dirtied my background, thot Mr. Belli 

and r decided -- oh yes, when I sent to say that I wanted 

to get on the stand and tell the truth what happened: that 

morning, he said, “Jack, when they get you on the stand, 

you are actually speaking of a premeditated crime that you 

involved yourself in.* ~ . 
-.Ba | 

But I didn't care, because I wanted to tell the truth. 

He said, “When the Prosecution gets you on the stané, 

“they will cut you to ribbons 

So naturally, I had to retract, and he fought his 

way to try to vindicate me out of this particular crime. 

You follow that? — a ae oo st eve 

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: — Yes, I do indeed. 

MR. RUBY: i want you to question me and requestion 

me on anything you want, plus the fact I do want the tests” 

  

when they are available. 0 00.       CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: | Yes. - a 

MR. RUBY: ‘On ) Friday, the . ‘morning parade; -- this 

o
f
 

g
t
e
 

2 
a 

goes back to Thursday night, because it has something | to. 

   

    

ao with it. 

  

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: — “Right Row, ar. “Ruby, before 
- . a 

we get started taking your ‘testimony, would : you mind being |  



  

14 

8 

16 

7 

18 

13 

‘220 |     

sworn? 
C 

will be the truth, che whole truth and nothing but the truth, 

so help you God? 

MR. RUBY: 
I do- 

CHIEF JUSTICE 
WARREN = wow will 

you please state 

whether 
tne things you nave just told us are exue wader 

~-ayour - cath? 

. 

MR. RUBY: . I “@o 50 -o state they- are che. exut
h. 

CHIEF guste WARREN: 
| Now you complete “

whatever 

story you want +o ‘cell. 
| a 

MR. RUBY: 
All right-— 

qThursday 
nignt + was 

having ainner at the Egyptian 
| Restaura

nt on Mockingbi
r? 

Lanes and 4 fellow * comes over to the tables “= .L was sitti 

with a guy by the name of palpi 
Féul- “Be pried to invis 

me to the club a couple of doors down and r refused
, 

because 
he had taken ‘a ‘and away from me 

chat nad peen 

‘engaged 
“gor seven years, ana i felt it was a “ost cause. 

that the club would be failing. 
pecause 

of that. and Is 

of excused 
myself and £ refused 

to 9° over £0 “the club. 

    

we finished our dinner. and I ‘went down to the 

  

ae 

Club that I operated, 
the carousel, 

and. this particula 

   
Ree ee

ct a 7 

: Pa 

(nief Justice 
warren 

and ae 
nay Sie ana potn 

| 

  

raise their right hand.) 

| 

CHIEF susTiIce WARREN ? po you solemnly 
swear thet | 

tne testimony
 you are about to give before 

the commissi
on | 

1



  

ee } | Master of cf monies happened to be there 4 fee te pe 

, 

we aiscussed a few things. 
y “ 

‘oF 

and there is a columnist by the name of gony* ZopP+ 
-- 

and prior to that, ZT wrote out a full page copy of this buile 

~- I have the copies -~ a5 4m mc, and I prought a picture 

ana prochure, and Tony said, “1 will write 4 story." 

This was done two days prior to this Thursday night. 

  

So then I went down, so we discussed 
jit and were 

very much disgusted 
with Tony because he only gave us a      

  

puild of one or two Lines. 

; 

: 

well, I retired that night after closing the Club. ° 

qmen I knew 1 wanted to go pack to the Morning News Building 

to get the prochure ft left, and also this complete page of 

Longhand writing describing 
the various talents of this 

tbe 

. 
va ie 

  

pirthipeMarr 
" erie 

. oo, me 

—t Seger ee ~ 
; en 

Bo Se : Oo a aa } 

I picked UP the brochure that Friday morning, and 

I also had business 
at the News Building on Friday because 

3 that is the start of the weekend, which is very Lucrative, 

  

* 
   

19 the weekend. 

20 
I have ways of making mY ads of where they have au. 

21 

e
t
 

a
i
r
e
 

way of selling the product I am producing or putting on 

ars 

  

22 on the show. — 
  

23 — . 7 Sot went down there Friday morning to Tony zoppi's 

24 ||. of fice, and they said he went to New orleans for a couple . 

  

       



  

10 

1} 

12 

13 

14 

45 

16 

17 

1g   
  

    

48 

  

tos ee : a ‘ 
_ 

I picked up the brochure. TG Meve I got downtown 

  

there at 3:30 or 11:00 o'clock that morning. 4nd I took 
the brochure and then went into the main room where we compose 
our ads. That is the sales room where we placed our ads. 

And I remained there for a while. I started to write 
the copy of my ad. 

| 
Now I go back to the same fellow that wanted me to 

come over to the Club when we were having our dinner on 
Mockingbird at the Egyptian Lounge. 

I came to the desk and I wanted to apologize ana” 
explain why I didn't accept his invitation last night. 2 
wanted to explain, and that took about twenty or twenty-five 
minutes. . All this is pertaining to everything prior to the 
terrible tragedy that happened. 

. _ 

I started to explain to him why I didn! t want nt £0 90 . 
there, because this fellow mentioned -- Tony, i think - =i 

can't think of his last name -- of me having his ‘band 50 many 

  

years, and I felt at the moment I didn? t want ‘to. go “over to 

  

the Club because I didn't care to meet this fellow. 

And he started to apologize, "Jack, i am sorry, I dia . 
work ‘for the fellow and we have been advertising him for that 

Club, - and <I am putting out a night club book."    = - 

z remained with him for twenty or "twenty-five minutes 

‘tatking there. ‘I don't know whether my ¢ ad was completed « or 
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My ads were completed, I believe, anc after finishing 

my conversation with him, he left. 

Suddenly the man that completes my ads for me, that 

helps me with it on occasion -- but I usually make it up 

myself -- but the person that takes the money for the ads -- 

this is the reason it is so hard for me to meet a deadline ae 

when I get downtown to the News Building. And as a rule, 

i have to pay cash for my ads. Ye,
 

ae 

_e
 

“4” 

When you are in debt, it is necessary, and they will 

not put it in unless you pay cash. 
  

And consequently, the weekend, I had beer to town on 

that particular day. All this adds uP later on, as x will 

state why I didn't go to the parade. 

In the first place, I don't want to go where there is 

big crowds. I can't explain it to you. if I was c incerestes 

I would have seen it on television, our beloved president 

  

and all the parade that transpired. - 

_ But all that adds ‘up why it is important | for me to be 

  

n, the News Building. 

~ I owe the government quite a bit of money, and ite Lis 

doing business out of your pocket, supposedly, in | the slang 

‘ 
w
y
 

ee
 

   

¥. ” 
Y Purine 

  

expression. — 

“well, ;gohiy' Newnan, comes in, and evidently he took it 

for | granted Z finished my ad, and I don't recall if he > paid | 

for his ad, and ‘suddenly there | is some milling ¢ around. z   
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12° 

13 

M 

“45 

mB. 

  

  
  

recall what, but John Newman said someone had been shot. 

And I am sorry, I got carried away. It is the first 

time I got carried away, because I had been under pressure. 

And someone else came running over and he said a | 

Secret Service man was shot, or something to that effect. 

And I am there in the middle with John Newman, because 

Newman isn't paying’ any attention to anyone else, and there 

is a lot of going back and forth. oe a ee 

So someone must have made a statement that Governor 

Connally was shot.... I don't recall what was said... And I 

was in a state of hysteria, I mean. - 

You say, "Oh my God, it can't happen." You carry on 

crazy sayings. 

There was a ‘little television set in one office not — 

far away from where I had been sitting at the desk. 

over there and noticed 3 a little boy and a little sister say,” 

standing right there when it happened." I mean, 

different things you hear on ‘the television. 

  

> Then the phone started ringing off the desk and I. 

heard John Newman say people were | complaining about: the ad, 

why they accepted this ad. me 

ft ran   
  

  
e
e
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explain thet Prorw? 
oop 

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:    be 

can understand why you have to reflect upon a story of that 

length. i 

MR. RUBY: The phones were ringing off the desk 

calling various ads, and they were having a turmoil in that 

News Building because of a person by the name of Bernard . 

‘ 
/ . 
\reisman placing that particular ad, a full page ad. 
—— . 

I am sure you are familiar with the ad. 

  

‘CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: | Yes, Ian. 

e
y
 

"MR. RUBY: Criticizing a lot of things about our 

beloved President.” ‘Then John Newman and I and another ~~ - 

gentleman walked over to another part of the room, and I 

heard John Newman say, “I told him not to take that ad." 

Something to that effect. co 

Then he said, “Well, you have seen him pay part cash 

    and come back and pay the balance. 0 eee 

Now everything is very vague to me as to when this 

  “transpired: after they heard the President had been shot, _ 

or prior to that. - 

You know it’s been a “long time, and I an under a very 

bad mental strain here. 

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: "Yes.        



  

  

  

10 

1 

12 

13 

“4 

1s 

16 

a 

18 

19     
  

had passed away- In the meantime, I became very emotional. 

I called my sister at home. She was carried away terribly 

bad. And gohn Newman happened to be there, and I know it 

is a funny reaction you have, you want other people to feel 

that you feel emotionally disturbed the same way as other 

people, sol let John listen to the phone that. my sister was 

erying hysterically. 

And I said to John, ft said, “John, I will have te. a. 2, 

leave Dallas." I don't know why I said that, put it is a   
funny reaction that you feel, the City is terribly let down 

by the tragedy that happened. 
a | 

And I said, “John, I am not opening up conight.* 

And I don't know what else transpired there. — I know 

people were just heartbrokens 
one 

I left the room. I may have left out a few w things. 

Mr. Moore remembers probably more, but you come ‘ack and 

  

   

      

question me and maybe r can answer those questions. 

i left the puilding and I went “gown and i r got my car, 

and I couldn't stop erying, because naturally when I pulled 

up to-a Stop ‘light and other, people would 1 be adjacent to me, 

z wouldn't want them to see me  erying, because it ‘looked kind 

    

of artificial. 
gt 

te 

And I went to the club and I came up, and I may have 

  

made a . couple of calls from m eheres I could have calied my 

o. 
“ 

  

colored ‘boy,' andy, “gown at . the clu. zr Could * “have -- I don't 

  

   



    

    

  

know who e Se I would have called, but could have, because 

it is so long now since my mind is very much warped now. 

You think that literally? | . 

I went up to the Club, and I told Andy, I said, “Call 

everyone and tell them we are not opening.* 

We have a little girl in Fort Worth I wanted to make 

sure he called her. . . 

And a fellow by the name of Bell called and wanted to 

know if we were open. plu et 7 

And Kathy}Rey called, and I said, “Definitely not.” 

semen And I called Ralph Paul, that owns the Bull Pen. . -He 

‘said, “Jack, being as everyone else is open" =- because he 

knows I was pressed for money -- and I said, "No, Ralph, 

can't open.” 

He said, “Okay, if that is why, that is the way it’s 

  

got tobe 00 so oe 

‘So in the meantime, I I had gone with Alice Nichols for 
ane 

14 

-* 

“sometime, and | x called ‘her on the phone but she wasn't ‘there, 

  

but I left the number on the | pay y phone for her to. return the, 

2 

call, because I didn't want to keep the business “phone tied 

up. And I hadn' t spoken t to ‘her in maybe | nine “months | or a 

year. i don't know what z said to her, ‘not ; many ‘words, but 

  

just what happened. Le oe 

I still remained around the Club there. I am sure I 

- . : oe as i a : oo 

was crying pretty bad. 1 think I made a long distance call 

% 

  

  

   



  

  

   
    

  

  

   

to califorti4. 

e. 

This fellow had just Vsitea me, and I had 

known him in the days back in Chicago when we were very young, 

in the real tough part of Chicago. His name is Al’Gruber. 
1 

He was a bad kid in those days, but he is quite 

reformed. He is married and has a family, and I am sure 

he makes a very legitimate livelihood at this time. 

He happened to come through a couple of nights prior 
. 

to that to try to interest me, or four or five days prior to 

that, to interest me in a new kind -- "you follow the story * # 

as I tell it? 

* 

Yeso CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: -.-- 

RUBY: It is important, very important. . It is MR, 

on a new kind of machine that v washes cars. You ‘pay with» 

  

tokens. It is a new thing. z don't know if it faded ‘out 
La ~ rh rm cy : 

or. not. He tried to interest my brother, Sammy, “because 

SC , ot 

Sammy sold his Washateria, (70s vot aa 

And my sister was in the hospital when he first came. 

I am going - back a little bit. Sammy didn’ t 9° to. “the 

       hospital, and we needed to sell sammy about “chis particular 

thing, and that is the reason AL Gruber came into the > picture, 

because he came to try to interest my brother samy in this 

new Washateria deal to wash cars. 
“ 

a * 

  

to california I pronised him my Dachshund A dos. 

” 

When this: thing append, I called him. He “said, “yes,    



‘len Cy . ¢, . . 

‘idrich 7 : 16 

1 | we are just watching on television." And I couldn't carry 

  

2 i} on more conversation. I said, “Al, I have to hang up.”. 
eT y 

“3 Then I must have called my sister, Eilleen, in Chicago. 

4 Then a fellow came over to deliver some merchandise - 

S | I had ordered over the phone, or Andy ordered. And we said, 

6 “What is the use of purchasing any merchandise of any kind, 

7 4 we are not interested in business." And I don't recall what 

“ 8} I said, but I told him whatéver money he received, to keep s 

9 || the change. I am not a philanthropist, put ‘nothing bothered 

    

      10 | me at the time. I wasn't interested in anything. 

oe i . iL is “Then I kept calling my sister, Eva, because she wanted 

* ; 12 | me to come be with her. oo Te an 

13 . Eva and I have a very complex personality. : very 

14 || rarely can I be with her, but on this particular occasion,   15 | since she was carrying on s0, I felt that I wanted to be with 

  

. 18 | someone that meant something to me. - ‘it wanted ‘to be with her. 

17. * “ana I kept calling her ‘back, * will ‘be ‘there.* _ And, 

- 18 | so on. But I never did get there until a couple. of hours 

19 | later. 

  

a7 67.2 ‘einally left the ciup. I am sure you gentlemen can 

21 brief in aly the things that _happened before, oR kid by the 

. aC fe . 7 oe . . 

22 name of Larry up there, I think I told him to send the dog 
° ‘ Cp Be 

“17°93 fT they crated, to find out about the price ‘m very impulsive - , 

24 about everything. Boge ae       
Then i left the club. And I had been dieting, but        



  

    

   

I felt I wanted some food. I can't explain it. It would 

be like getting intoxicated at that particular time. It is 

' 

amusing, but it is true. 

ZI went over to the Ritz Delicatessen a block anda 

half away. Must have bought out the store, for about ten 

dollars' worth of delicacies and s0 on. Went out to my 

a 

sister's and stayed at her apartment. 

Oh, I called from the apartment ~- my sister knew more 

of my calls than I did. I remember I think I called -- I 

can' t think of who I called. 

Anyway, I am sure I made some calls of what had happene ar
 

there. Somebody will have to. piece me together from the 

time I got to my sister's apartment where I had partaken of 

the food. — - os ae we 
a ee . —— we J - 

Oh yes, I called Andy. This anay/Remstrong ¢ called 

me and said, “Don/jSafran -wants you to call him." 

  

This is rare for this , gentleman, because he is al. 

columnist for the Dallas Times Herald, because he never could 

get out any copy for my club. | And he said, “Don ‘safran oe 

  

Ptgvie ee se ts 

wats me ‘to call hin." ae, i Lee 

‘I called hin, and he said, “Jack, are you going to be 

       
closed tonight?" -.. : ce ce Cees 

I said, “Yes." ” Sn eis   
      

 



  

I said, 

I said, 

(chokes up). 

   

      

      

    
   

I told him. 

had transpired. ... 

7330. 7 

comes | back | ‘to 1 ‘me,   

are going to be closed. 

  

“Don, I am not asking you about any Clubs th 

I know I am going to be closed, * 

And he said, “Okay.” 

else is going to be closed." 

“We will try to get the copy in.“ 

“Eva, what shall we do?* 

  

I lié down and take a nap. 

ie 

And he said, "Jack, that is what I want to know." 

And I said, “You don't have to prompt me about who 

- 

“Don, we decided to close for Friday, Saturday and Sunday.” 

Then I called the Morning News and iI wanted to 

definitely make sure to change a copy of my aa to "Closed 

Priday, Saturday and sunday", something to that effect. 

    

   
” 

Anyway, that is one of the calls I had that 

  

a wake about 7: 00 or 

  

80 I called Don ‘Safran ‘back immediately and =I said, 

I put the receiver down and talked to my sister, anc 

And she ‘said, “Jack, let's close for the three days. 

She said, “We don’t have anything anyway, but ‘we owe “it to 

I spoke to one of his assistants, and I ‘said, | ‘Iz forget what 

And it was a little late in the afternoon, but he. sa: 

Then ZI called Don back again but couldn! t get hin, ar 

in the meantime, I think I called - ‘the reason this 

I know rs was going | to. go to the Synagogue.



    

     
“I called Coleman‘Jacobson and asked him what time 

a 

services are tonight, and he said he didn't know. 

And I said, “Are there going to be any special servic 

And he said he dian't know of any. - 

And I called the Congregation Shearith Israel and as}° 

the girl, and she said, “Regular services at 8:00 o'clock." 

And I said, “Aren't there going to be earlier service 

. 

like 5:30 or 6: 200?" 
om ES 

And about 7:30 I went to my apartment. “ZI don't knov 

if I went downtown to the Club. I know I went to my apart- 

ment -- either to the Club or to the apartment. ~~ 

And I changed, showered and shaved, and I think I 

drove -~ and as I drove down, there is a certain Thornton 

Freeway, and I saw the Clubs were still open going full bla: 

a couple of clubs there, i, 

anyway, I went out to the ‘Synagogue and | I went ‘throu: 

the line and I spoke to Rabbi sliverman, and I thanked hin 
——— 

for going to visit my sister at the hospital. She was in i 

week prior and had just gotten out. TI don' t remember ‘the 

  

date. 

Then he had a Confirmation -- this is the night prio. 
-~ z eo 

to the Confirmation. They serve little delicacies. 50 i: 
  

  

spite of the fact of the ‘mood I was in, I strolled into the 

place, and T think x had a Little , glass ‘of punch. _ Nothing 

intoxicating, ‘just a Little “punch they serve ‘there. i did 

rer rere on 
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speak to anyone. One girl, Leona, said “Hello, Jack", and 

I wasn't in a conversational mood whatsoever. 

I left the Club -- I left the Synagogue and I drove by 

the Bali-Hai Restaurant. I noticed they were open. I took 

recognition of that. 

XZ drove by another Club called the Gay Nineties, and 

they were closed. 

And I made it my business to drive down Preston Road. 

In my mind suddenly it mulled over me that the Police pepart—? 

ment was working overtime. And this is the craziest thing 

that ever happened in a person's lifes: 1 have always been 

very close to the Police Department, I don't know whys.” 

I felt I have always abided by the law -: —— a few little 

infractions, put not serious -- -and I felt we have one (of 

the greatest Police forces in the world here, and I have 

always been close to them, and I visited in the office.” 

And over the radio I heard they were working overtine. 

XI stopped at ‘the delicatessen called Phil's: on ‘oak 

Lawn Avenue, and suddenly I decided -- I told the clerk ‘there 

a 

I wanted him to make me some real good sandwiches, about ten 

or twelve, and he had already started on the sandwiches and 

z got on the Phones 

  

I called an officer © by the name ee and r said, 
“ys 

“sims, I hear you guys are working," and so on. I “said, 

  

nz want to bring ‘some eandwiches.* 

   

   


