oN THE ’ ) “
' NEDY
NT N
SSASSIKATION OF PRESIDE .
A -
| of Proceedings N

Réport

. | z!
Held AL | .,
. . - i . _' - ‘. . :. .
pallas, Texas S .
7, 1964 ) |
‘§gp§ay, June /4 o ‘ ;. .

o | S
pages 1 ~ 103 1 -

(Steﬁotyp &Qape,

ok ‘&k .

2 '.gif. 75

& 4
A o T
S N N AT e




PRESIDENT s CO”VISSID\ . sttt e
. '
'u T}E
PRESIDENT KENNEDY \

SSASSINATIOK oz

pallas, ToERDS
sunday, Junc 7, 1964
11:45 A.%.-2:50 P.M-

jssion met, pursuant o recess,

at 11:45 A.M. in the interrogation yoom of the D2
ouston streets, pallas, Texas. SR s
o -'._'-. ./_ ._:.,

The President's comm
1las County

»A

Jail, Main & H

. ?th,EESENT
T, \

tlce Earl/Warren —

Chief Jus

J. Lee’ Rankln General Counsel

man Gerald K/z;ord, chhlgan ;va_,f- "

Congress
S.- Secret Serv;ce

L Peclal agent, U-
r , Joseph A- Ball, Staff counsel | {;,34€ e
‘ R 2 e

Elmer W. Moore,

taff counsel

' Axlenfséecter,
1 . . , i .
’ Robert G.?g:orey, Counsel .7

s .
Leon Jaworski,

- counsel

-J3 Bowxe Assistant sttrxct Attorney
ndbi >

’
resentlng Jack

Counsel rep

Joe H”Tonahlll,

sheriff Bili‘pecker:;;ji
E. i.lﬂolman, zef‘Jaxler
er1f£ asexgned'“

th, Deputy Sh

”7”:~. orvill” Sm1
ﬁf;eldrldh, Reporter  ”’” 57’“

ces | Heler




N S N

st

,
KR WA

ES—
LS
i

)

'r-.;f}.-_;h ¥

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

=
MR. JACKT%UBY: Without a lie detecter tost on my

testimony, my verbal statementsto you, how do vou know if

LV ey 7

I am telling the truth? ol e
MR. TONAHILL: Don't worry about that, Jack.
MR, RUBY: Just a minute, gentlemen.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: ~ You wanted to ask something,’

did you, Mr. Ruby? . , e i |

’

MR. RUBY: I would like to be able to ge: a 1ie

detector test or truth serum of what motlvatea e to do

what I did at that particular time, and it seecms as you

get fuéther.into someﬁhing, even though yeﬁlknow what.you A
did, it operates against fou somehow, brain Qashes you;;f 
that you are weak in what you Qent to tell theAtrugﬁ T;;:f
about and what you want to say which is the truth::;“iawj‘

Now Mr. Warren, I don t know if you got any .

confldence in the lle detector test and the truth serum

and so on.

. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I can't tell'you'just hbwAﬁ;

much confidence I have in it, because 1t depends so muchA:

on who is taklng it and so forth. { . f7¥;ﬁ?;

I would be glad to do that, 1f you want 1t.jiilff:rt

I wouldn't suggest'a lie-detecter test g9'testifg'ﬂ
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txme I tried to ask MrvrBellx, I wanted to get u} and say

person to ever want to do somethiné that I had‘been involved

the truth. We will treat you just the same as we do any
other witness, but if you want such a test, I will arrange

for it.

MR. RUBY: I do want it. Will you agree to that,

Joe?

MR. TONAHILL: I sure do, Jack.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:-: Any kind of a test vou want
to verify what you say, we will be glad to do:V‘f“:;: 3 :

MR. RUBY: I want it even if you put me into a

-

sort of -drowsiness S0 you can guestion me as to anything -
pertaining to my involvement in thisiparticular act. .
MR. TONAHILL: Jack, you have wanted to &o that -

from the very beginning, haven't you?

MR. RUBY: Yes. And the reason why I am asking

for that is, -- are you limited for tlme?
_CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  No, we have all the time <™
you want. B

MR, RUBY: As it started to tr;al - I don t know

1f you real;ze my reasoning, how I happened to be 1nvolved -

X was carrled away tﬂemendously emotlonally, ana all the
M v :

he truth regarding the steps that led me to do Lhct I

have got involved Ln, but since I have a 5potty background

in the nlght club buslness, I should have bec1 the last

SaE L redtm

’
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In other words, I was carried away tremendously.

You want to ask me questions? . e

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: | You tell us what you want,
and then we will ask .you some guestions.

MR. RANKIN: I think he ought to be sworn.

MR. RUBY: Am I boring you?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Go ahead. All right; N‘r;_.
Ruby, tell us your story;' , 1.' B N T %

MR. RUBY: That particular morning -- where is

' Mr. Moore -~ ‘I had to go down to the’ News'Bulldlng, gettlno
back to this -- I don't want to lnterrupt.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  What morning do you mean?

MR. RUBY: Friday morning, the starting of the

tragedy;
Mr. Belli evidently,did'not go into'mp Cé;u croughly

circumstantially. = If he had gone into 1t, he wouldn'

have tried to vlndlcate me on an 1nsan1ty,p1ea to’ relxevenggﬂ

me of all respons1b111ty, because CerumStantlally everythxng
looks 850 bad for me._ ' IR

N
+

It can happen - it happens to many people who happcn

‘pto be at the wrong place at the rlght tlme.Jd

realized not to try to get me out completely free}*-:et'the '
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“they will cut you to ribbonsI™

(r\;

Wi
\ﬁﬁIEF JUSTICE WARREKN: I understand.

MR; RUBY: Different things came up, flashed back
into my mind, that it dirtied my background, th;tvﬁf. Belli
and i decided -- oh yes, when I sent to say that I wauted
to get on the stand and tell the truth what hanngned that
morning, he said, "Jack, when they get you on the stand,
you are actually speaking of a premeditated crime that you |
involved yourself in.* » . i
BatrI didn't care, because I Qanted £$”té11 £;e>£:£;hj

~He said, "when the Prosecution gets you on the stand,

So naturally, I hadito retract, and he_foughiigia
wa;bto try to vindicate me out of this partiaular.crime,"
You follow that? : ’-' "“-'.A fvu » f:j;;;;
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: ~ Yes, I do indé;d.
MR. RUBY:' I want you to questlon me and faéaééﬁiéh

me on anythlng you want, plus the fact I ‘do want tﬁé“éééés"

when they are available._;a‘T;,£:%5~;fj;_uu

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  Yes. i

MR. RUBY‘ On Frzday, the mornlng parade - thzs

v

“« gt

..
kY

goes back to Thursday nLght,

do with it.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: - nght now, Mr; Ruby, before

- - L

we get started taklng your testlmony, would you mlnd belng
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gworn? (;f

(Chief Justice warren and Ja&jauby PP and both \\
raise their right hang.) \
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Do you so}er_nnly swear thet |
the restimony you are about t° give pe fore the Commission \

1

will be the truths the whole fruth and nothing put the truth,

so help You G_od?
MR. RUBY: I do-.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN : wow will you please state

whetheX the things you 'have just told us are true unéler,.

~--your . poath? __
MR. RUBY: 1 ‘go so state hey.are the. truth.

CHIEF JUSTI@ WARREN: Now you complete whatever

story You want to tell._

MR. RUBY: all r:.ght. Thursday pight I was
having dinner at £he ‘x‘.gyptian Restaurant on Mock;.ngb:.rd
and 2 fellow comes over to the ta.ble. . ..J was sitti

-

with a 9w by £he name of Ralﬁﬁ*?aul. He trxed to 1nv1~

Lane,

[

me to the Club a couple of doors down and I refused,

‘because ne had taken ‘a ‘band away from me that had been

‘engagea for seven years, and X felt :Lt was a 1ost cause
that the club would be fai.ling because of that, and Is

of excused myself and I refusea to go

we finished our d:.nner, and I went dowr; to the

PN

Cclub that 1 operated. the Carousel, and this particula

TS o o A i dad ..;. %4
; . ,;,,
2 x ”
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3. 1 Master of C/' .monies happened to be there ac s b1

we discussed 3 few things. _ S

And there is 3 columnist py the name of Tony Zopp:
and prior to that, I wrote out a full page copy of ¢his builé
-- I have the copies —-— as 2R Mc, and I prought a pictureé
and brochure, and TonY gaid, "I will write 2 story." |

This was done two days prior te this'Thursaay night.

so then 1 went down, $° we discussed it and were

very much disgusted with Tony pecause he only gave us ‘a

puild of one ot two lines.

L2

well, I retired that nzght after closing the Club.

Then I knew I wanted to 9° pack to the Morning News puilding

+o get the prochure I Jeft, and alse this complete 55;&“6f'

longhand writing describing the various talents of thxs

!-‘

BLI Marr;’ i ‘14";:7;_ : ' o T

‘-—-.... -- -__/./

pidked up the brochure ﬁhat Frxday mornlng, and

l 1 also had pusiness at the News Building on Frxday because'
] that is the start of the weekend, which is very 1ucrae1ve,

-

the weekend.

20 . _f. I haverwais °f~making y ads of where-théy.héyé.a:&
2 | Tway of sellind the product I anm producmg or Putt:.ng‘dn{j -
2| on the show. | - s v

| 23 ' Lo went dom;‘ t‘here Friday mornlng to Tony ZOPPI 's
24 || . office. and they said he went to New Orleans for a couple,

of days. A
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I ricked up the brschure, I(ﬂl.leve I got downtown

there at .'iBOkor 11:00 o'clock that morning. And I took
the brochure and then went into the main room where we compose
our ads. That is the sales room where we Placed our ags.
And I remained there for a while. I started to write
the copy of my ad. |
Now I go back to the same fellow that wanted me to
Come over to the Club when we were having our dinner on
Mockingbird at the Egyptian Lounge. |
I came to the desk end i wanted to apelogize-andﬂq1tA

explain why I didn't accept his invitation last night. I

wanted to ‘explain, and that took about tweﬁty or cwent;—flve-
minutes. . All this is pertalnlng to everythlng prior to the
terrlble tragedy that happened

I started to explain to hlm why I dldn t want to‘go .
there, because this fellow mentloned - Tbny, I thlnk ‘Li_

can't think of his last hame -- of me havzng hzs band so mahy

years, and I felt at the moment I dxdn t want to go over'te‘

the Club because I dldn't care to meet this fellow._'*

And he started to apologize, "Jack, I am sorry,jI did .

work for the fellow and we have been advert1s1ng him for that

club,'and I am putting out a night ciub book."
I remalned wlth him for twenty or twenty-flve mlnutes

talkzng there. I don't know whether my ad was c0mp1eted or

not. It was an ad on the Vegas and the Carousel

5y i
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My ads Qere completed, I believe, ancd after finishing
my conversation with him, he left.
suddenly the man that completes my ads for me;Athat
helps me with it on occasion =-- but I usually make.it up
myself -- but the person that takes the money for the ads -
this is the reason it is so nard for me to meet a deadline .
when I get downtown to the News Building. And as a rule,

i have to pay cash for my ads.i

L
A

-

.

When you are in debt, it is necessary, and they will

not put it in unless youypay cash.

And consequently, the weekend, I hedybeen to town on
that particular day. All thls adds up later on, as I w1ll
state why I didn't go to the parade.

In the first place, I don't want to go where there:is
big crowds. I can't explain it to you;” If“i.;ee_intereeted

I would have seen it on television, our beloved President

-

and all the parade that transpired. -
 But all that adds up why it is lmportant for me to be

the News Bulldlng.

- I owe the government quite a blt of money, and lt Ls'

doing business out of your pocket, supposedly, in the slang" i

3 -;,'.u

expression."' \;, "’1{,5 S

”;;‘4.QWell,;JSEEﬁNewman,comes in, and evidently he took it
for granted I flnxshed my ad and I don't recall 1f he pazd_

for his ad, and suddenly there is some mllllng around. I
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recall what, but John Newman said someohe had been shot.

And I am sorry, I got carried away. It is the first

time I got carried away, because I had been under pressurc.
And someone else came running over and he said a
Secret Service man was shot, or something to that effect.

And I am there in the middle with John Newman, because

Newman isn't paying any attention to anyone else, and there

is a lot of going back and forth. S RS w.;ltf1Jﬂ-
So someone must have made a statement that Governor

Connally was shot.... I don't recall what was said. ~ And T

was in a state of hysteria, I mean. -

You say, “"Oh my God, it can't happen.” You carry on

crazy sayings.
‘There was a little-television set in one office not

far away from where I had been sitting at the desk. -I ran,

over there and notzced a little boy and a 11tt1e szster say,;_

standlng right there when it happened. I mean, ’

different things you hear on the televxs;on.tm

» Then the phone started rlnglng off the desk and I

heard John Newman say people were complalnxng about the ad

why they accepted this ad. o

s
3

S, we et

D3 e e d

iyt




explain they story?

camf"épsmcz: WARREN : You are
can understand why you have to reflect upon a stofy cf that
length. ,

MR. RUBY: The phoneslwere ringing off the desk

calling various ads, and they were having a turmoil in that

News Building because of a person by the name of Bernard

I

/ .
;Weisman placing that particular ad, a full page ad.
am————— .

I am sure you are familiar with the ad.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN:  Yes, I am.

e

"MR. RUBY: Criticizing a lot of things about our
beloved President.  ~ “Then John Newman and I and another -
gentleman walked over to another part of the room, and T .

heard John Newman say, "1 told him not to take that ad.®

Something to that effect. : S

Then he said,'”Well, you have seen him pay part cash

and come back and pay the balance.” hl??fﬁ“fﬂi_?”%'h”'

Now everythlng is very vague to me as to when th1s

ftranspired: after they heard the Preszdent had been shot,ﬂiﬁ

or prlor to that.~-

bad mental strain here.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN. ‘Yés.

J
oing very well. I
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had passed away. In the meantime, I became very emotional.
I called my sister at home. She was carried away terribly
bad. And John Newman happened to be there, and I know it
is a funny reaction you have, you want other people to feel
that you feel emotionally disturbed the same way as other
people, so I jet John listen to the phone that my sister was
crying hysterically.

And I said to Jonn, I said, "John, I w:.ll have to : s
ljeave Dallas.” I don't know why I said that, but it is a
funny reaction that you feel, the City is te,rr»iblyv let down
by the tragedy that happened. o -
' And I said, "John, 1 am not openmg up tom.ght.

And I don't know what else transpired there. - I know
people were just heartbroken. RS

I left the room. 1 may have left out a few th:.ngs.w

Mr.'Moore remembers probably more, but you come back and

question me and maybe I can answer those quest:.ons. ’

I left the building and I went down and I got my car,

and I couldn't stop crying, because naturally when I pulled

up to- a Stop l:.ght and other people would be adjacent to me,

I wouldn‘t want them to see me cry:.ng, because it 1ooked kind

of artif:.c:.al.
And I wen'c to the Club and I came up, and I may have

made a couple of calls from there. v I could have called ny

.
-

colored ‘boy, Andy, down at the c1ub. I could.'have' —1 don't.
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know who e eevIVwould have called, but could have, because
it is so loné now since my mind is very much warped now.

You think that literally? | _ _

I went up to the Club, and I told-Andy, I said, "Call
everyone and tell them we are not opening.*

We have a llttle girl in Fort Worth I wanted to make
sure he called her. ‘

And a fellow by the name of Bell called and wanted to
know if we were open. 114:;;;n.1»h R o F.i

And“EEEhgjgay_called, and I said, “Definitely not."
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ And I called Ralph Paul, that owns the~8u11uPen. . -He
'said,.“Jack; being as everyone else is openﬁ';- becauee:he’
knows I was pressed for money -- and I said,_"ﬁo,'aalph;
can't open.”

He said, "Okay, if that is why, that is the way_it;s

got to be." ;"> _ L o l?

‘So in the meantime, I had gone with AlzcerNichols for

—— L

'sometime, and I called her on the phone but she wasn't there,

but I left the number on the pay phone for her to return the
call, because I dldn't want to keep the busxness phone t1ed

up. And I hadn' t Spoken to her in maybe nine months or a

i : N
year. I don't know what I saxd to her, not many words, but

JuStwhat happened. S

I still remalned around the Club there. I am sure I

- . . E— AR
A .

was crying pretty bad,' ‘I think I made a long distance call




to Califor§i2.

I

This fellow had just(rfsited me, and I had
known him in the days back in Chicago when we were very young,

in the real tough part of Chicago. His name is Al”Gruber.

1

He was a bad kid in those days, but he is quice.

reformed. He is married and has a family, and I am sure

he makes a very legitimate livelihood at this time.

He happened to come through a couple of nights prio:

-

to that to try to interest me, or four or f;ve days prlor to
that, to interest ‘me in a new kznd - you follow the story # ;

as I tell it?

L4

Yeseo ...

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: --- -

RUBY: It is important, very important. - It is

MR.
on a new kind of machinelthat washes cars. You pay with

I don't know if zt faded out

tokens. It is a new thing.
=~ f. v} v
or. not. He tried to interest my brother, Sammy, because’
. S *\\
Sammy sold his washateria. . . T i - o (-

and my sister ‘was in the hosPital when he fxrst came.

I am go;ng back a llttle blt. Sammy dldn t go to the

- -. -'.'._“

hosp;tal, and we needed to sell Sammy about thxs partlcular"

thlng, and that is the reason Al Gruber came 1nto the plcture,

because he came to try to lnterest my brother Sammy in thxs

new Washateria deal to wash cars,

Y

*.

to Californza I promxsed hinm my Dachshund dog.-

When th;s thlng happened X called hlm. He sald, “YGS,




‘len (j . (j . k .
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1 | we are just watching on television.* And I couldn't carry

2 on more conversation. I said, "Al, I have to hang up.".
/\).).‘ ?(

3 Then I must have called my sister, Eilleen, in Chicago.

4 Then a fellow came ouer to deliver some merchandise -
$ | I had ordered over the phone, or Andy ordered. And we ‘said,
6 *What is the use of purch_asing' any merchandise of 'any‘ kinc:i,

7 | we are not interested in ‘business." And I don't recall what
8} I said, but I told h:.m whatever money he rece;.ved to keep

8] the change. I am not a ph:.lanthroplst, but nothlng bothered

L]

10 | me at the time. I wasn't interested in any

. i N ’
-~ﬁ-{‘ .M ) 11- - Then I kept call.mg my s:.ster,:i_h:_;/a, beé;\};;:ii{:;é};ted
. ) 12 | me to come be with her. o :_’_f S
13 - Eva and I have a verir compleg personality. Very

14 rarely can I be with her, but on this particular occasion,

15 | since she was carrying on so, I felt that I wanted to be w:.th
. 186 | someone that meant something to me. - I wanted to be wz.th her.
17 - And I kept calling her back, "I will be there. _ And

- 18 {| o on. But I never did get there '-unt;'i_.l a couple"o:jhOurs‘

18 | later.

204 - . I f:.nally left the Club. I am sure you gentlemen can

21 brief in awe th:.ngs that happened before. A kld by the
: Wk . , . 7 - .
o name ‘of Larry up there, I think I told h:Lm to send the dog

. . ,-‘192'*“

B | they crated, to f£ind out about the pr:.ce ‘-- very J.mpulsz.ve B .

2 about everything.

A e e .

Then i left the club. And I had been dieting, but




I felt I wanted some food. I can't explain it. It would

be like getting intoxicated at that particular time. It is

!

amusing, but it is true.
I went over to the Ritz Delicatessen a block and a
half away. Must have bought out the store, for about cen

dollars' worth of delicacies and so on. Went out to my

T

sister's and stayed at her apartment.

Oh, I called from the apartment -- my sxster knew more

.. B
N, - )

of my calls than I did. I remember I thlnk I called - I

can' t think of who I called.

Anyway, I am sure I made some calls of what had happene

14

there. Somebody will have to. piece me together from the
time I got to my sister's apartment where I had partaken of
the food. - - o L
) L I ) o v T -
Oh yes, I called Andy. This AndyiArmstrong called

me and said, “Donfjsafran -wants you to call hlm._

This is rare for this gentleman, because he;is a
columnisq for the D}llggﬂ@@mee!ﬂerald; because ﬁe neberrcculd

get out any copy for my Club;:) And he sazd, 'Don Safran -

LIS Iy L e
wants me ‘to call him. ..“.;ﬂ'{gf_wwgg;_%'f~ L

I called hlm, and he said, “Jack, are you gcingltc_be
closed tonight?" - '_ RO .

I saiq, “Yes bl




‘
P

i
B

comes back tofme,

I said, "pon, I am not asking you about any Clubs +}
are going to be closed, X know I am going to be closed.*

And he said, "Jack, that is what I want to know. "

And I said, *You don't have to prompt me about who
else is going to be closed." .

I put the receiver down and talked to my sister, and
I said, “Eva, what shall we do?*

And she sazd, *Jack, let's close for the three days.

she saxd, "We don’t have anything anyway, but ‘we owe 1t to

(chokes up).

-

"7 S0 I called Don Safran ‘back 1mmed1ately and 1 sa;d,
"Don, we dec1ded to close for Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
And he said, “Okay."
Then I called the Mornzng News and I wanted to

deflnltely make sure to change a copy of my ad to “Closed

Friday, Saturday and Sunday", something to that effect.

And it was a little late in the afternoon, but he sa:

*We will try to get the copy in. _Lf'

Then I called Don back again but couldn t get hlm, ar
I spoke to one of his ass1stants, and I sald, I forget what
I told him. Anyway, that is one of the calls I had that o

had transpxred._,.»;{f,hnﬁg

I lié down and take a nap. I wake about 7 OO or

i P . S s

7:30. In the meantime, T think I called —- the reason this

I know I was going to go to the Synagogue.




"I called ColemanJacobson and asked him what time

4

services are tonight, and he said he didn't know.
And I said, “"Are there going to be any special servic
And he said he didh't know of any. o
And I called the Congregation Shearith Israel and as}’
the girl, and she said, “Regular services at B:00 o'clock;“
and I said, "Aren't there going to be earlier service

like 5:30 or 6: 00?"

}_.

And about 7:30 I went to my apartment. I don't knov

if I went downtown to the Club. I know I went to my apart-

ment —- either to the Club or to the apartment.

And I changed, showered and shaved, and I think I
drove -- and as I drove down, there is a certain Thornton

Freeway, and I saw the Clubs were still open going full blas

a couple of clubs there. -
Anyway, I went out to the Synagogue and I went throu

the line and I spoke to Rabb:jézlverman, and I thanked hin

Pt

for going to visit my sister at the hosPital. : She was in ‘

week prior and had just gotten out. I don t remember the

eate.!

Then he had a Confirmation -- thls is the nxght prxo.

-
e

to the Conflrmatxon. They serve llttle delxcac1es._ SO i

spxte of the fact of the mood I was xn, I strolled 1nto the

place, and I thlnk I had a 1ittle glass of punch. Nothrng

lntoxlcating, Just a lzttle punch they serve there. - I did
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speak to anyone. One girl, Leona, said “Hello, Jack", and
I wasn't in a conversational mood whatsoever.

I left the Club -- I left the Synagogue and Ildrove by
the Bali-Hai Restaurant.

I noticed they were open. I took

recognition of that.

I drove by another Club called the Gay Nineties, and

they were closed.

And I made it my business to drive down Preston Road.

H -

In my mind suddenly it mulled over me that the Police Depart~"’

ment was working overtime. And this is the craziest thing

that ever happehed in a person's life. - X Have always been

very close to the Police Department, I don’t know why._u_
I felt I have always abided by the law ——a few llttle
infractions, but not serious -~ and I felt we have one of
the greatest police forces in the world here, and I have
always been close to them, and I visited in the offzce. t'
And over the radio I heard they were worklng overtlme.b

I stopped at the dellcatessen called Phll's on Oak

Lawn Avenue, and suddenly I decided ~- I told the clerk there
I'wanted him to make me some real good sandwxches, about ten

or twelve, and he had already started on the sandwxches and

I got on the phone.{_ ¢ v _
I called an offxcer by the name ofiSLms and I.said,

'SLms, I hear you guys are worklng," and 50 on.

"I want to bring some sandwiches.'




