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‘l‘he
' further reflects that Kautt, when interviewed by a ™
ibune” reporter in Senn High School, denied cormments -.-§ .
ttributed to him and said the situation was "ridiculous.”§ -
e said, "What I said I would be willing.to repeat to.the.
perintendent of Schools, the President or to apybody,™.: § 4 .
L -8aid bhe is a registered Republican voter, mot a -~ ~~weE==T
. - Communist and just a tourist who got involved in a aituati.on.
-- Eautt described himself as an average school teacher, not .
. wealthy, and said he got a circular in the mail about the - -
;. trip to Cuba for $200.00, "On a teacher's salary I couldn'ts 45w e
“ afford what it would norsally cost,: It was a tremendous -~ ..
- opportunity to take this trip.” Kautf considered the 1ncidont o
:'4dn Havana where McvWillie took of!enso at sonething ho vl.s o
sa.yinz a nisunderstmdlng S ,;.,,.. T _._‘

T e 'rhe January 6. 1961, odition ot tho "Chicago Bun e
°  Times,” a Chicago daily newspaper, on page 7, column 1, .
" contained an article captionod "Teacher ¥Who Got Punched’
. ..Denies He Praised Castro.".-The article states that Chictzo
- school teacher LaVerne E. Kautt denied Thursday that he - -~
<.~ praised Cuba's Fidel Castro or ceriticized the United States -
= after & tripito the island,-. "I believe him,” said Richard C.
o -~ ¥cVey, Assistant Superintondent in charge ‘of -school- personnel.‘ o
,' ¥cVey said even if Kautt made the remarks attributed to him,-- R
el ~-he -certainly could-pot:take any action‘against him. He went
- to Cuba on a-legitirate leave of absence and did mot try to
‘-"*pe.ss himself off falsely as a school representative. "It is ]
.~ not wy intent to muzzle an individual’s prerogative to - - s L
== freador of speech.” ~¥cVey said he learned that ¥cWillie,’ tho
. former mwanager of the Tropicana Night Club in Havana, had Just
-.had wost of his assets confiscated by the Castro regiwe. "Under
:~-those circumstances, it is not too hard to understand why he - -
. might swing at anyone who said anything that night possibly
v ‘bo construod as tavora.blo to cuba.. _ ‘




