Sts Cam. Me. wp. 37

lﬂ\ﬂ]J)STATEb({) ERNbﬂﬂWY

]M[ emomnaumi |

.- )=lir .Belmont -
©de=MT Jiohy o
- l-wr.Callahan
. l-ld'.DC‘looa-Ch
-,m2—28-64

1-dir, Sullxvan
- 1=lir,lialley -

' S e 1-lr.Branigan T
smuacr L.... HARVEY OSV “ e JelipJenihan U
Lo ITT;P.AL SECURITY - R CUBA . 1-¥r . Decker -
L . ST l-ur.Gheesling

YHenmorandum Mr, DeLoach to Hr. nohr, 2-25-64, reported

informction from Dick Eerlin and Kingsbury Smith, General Uanager. and - ]
Editor, respectively, Hearst Publications, that unnaned Hearst reporter, \g

‘ ¢cseribed by B=*1E:;as very reliable, had been zadvised by liclvin Belll,
’tto’nsy for_Jack-Ruby, t Oswald was an FBI informant; that Belli W

4 Zn2vw Ivom ~c11 zble sources that Ruby had been an 1nformant for 8 weeks
25l Cswald 2n infor=azt for 13 wecks, Smith stzted this Hearst reporter (;
hac 2 tape recordicg ¢f Belll making these allegatiozs., It was R
recomrended consideration be given to immediately interviewing Belli . \9
2nd the Dircctor noted: ”Yes. Xake bim either put up or shut up.

: :<.At 9:20 p.n., 2-285-84, SAC Gordon Sha nklin, Dallas, tele-
ponicaliy advieszd Night Supervisor A, J. Decker as follows, . SAC
Shonklin and SZ Vincent E, Drain interviewed Belli tihe evening of
_2-2G~54 .11 a hotel roon sccured for that purpose. Eclli insisted .
‘that his 2ecllow _u;ve‘, Joe Toanzhill, be present., Belli was advised
<that w2 kad zecoived information from a reliable source that he had
stoicd Lee- Exrvey Oswald was 2 security-type informant of the ¥0I for
ia pc:iod ol 13 weelzs, He was informed that there was absolutely no
;rtzeta in this zud that we desired to secure from him any and all
{1nxornatlon vhich be had in this regard, ST TEE ,v_".&;;:
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SRR -5 s ¢ - a.ed that aroand thae flrst ‘of the year he had seen .
1‘2 a:tic‘c in tre "ousten Post™ by loanie Hudkins, which article was
f2 uner To the effeet that Osvnld might have been an inforrmant of the
.FEI cr CIA, aad subsequent to that article B21li subpoenaed Hudkins to
Lao&zmuT as 2 witness at the change of venue hezring before Judge Joe D, . ;
” .§2.. 2. Somctime curing that period he bezrd snother rumor around the
~:;;curthoagc to the eficct that Oswald might have been an informant of the
1i¥SI. DBelll related that he questioned Hudkins during the change of . .
ﬁ,venuh hearing 2s hof21t that the prosecution might try to use him at a
f2ater drte, Jul < Srowe in tho ahango of veruo Learing §p{g=§d +o ““.i-
Ceoperziv kdiia ag_<c caswer his uestica after ob jections o <] p‘o"'~4. on,
: -3’"'_"‘:_ L {-— q J “./q-‘)” ‘I". b“ EC
: -:111 strted th*t h° thou"ht at that txm andrstidisdess think

fftha‘ tr~s= runors orizinoted with u1111am Alexandgr‘-stist;ntﬁbxstrzct
Pas sternay] who had tried to_x nlant other rumors on hinm” and that it was

Enlli’ Z22linz that Llcxatder tﬁou"nu ‘B2111 migikt £211 for this tron.

Jz sl he nlac94 o credence whatsocver in tiie rumor that Oswald 1is
} ‘van izforzact azd thot it there was any credence to-such ho.did.rot t_;“L
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- 'Memorzndum to MNr. Sullivan .
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald _ .
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! that sugh {nformation had any pisce in the Jack Ruby trial.
2out tha% 17 he brought this up in the trial he would certainly have to
}iprove it-and-he would never think of éoing so without seeing if it were
viitrue from the FBI. - . R R RRE S

i Belli stated that he had talked “o numerous reporters and - .
- news redia during the past several weeclks 2nd ke could not recall with
N ] whoz= ne had talked, However, he did recall, to the best of his memory,
;{that anproximately 3 weeks ago soucone asked him if he had heard the
{{rumor that Ostald had been an informant of tbe FBI and he belicved that
“the parson asking this question was a renorter., To the best of his . .
merory B2lli siated he told tkis person that he had keard this rumor . .
‘around the courthouse, He does not rec2ll exactly what he szid but he
{.is cec-tain he never said. anything to the effect that Oswald had been
ian irformant for 13 woeks or that he had been 2 security informant. e
:Belli wos arcin emphatically advised that Lee Eorvey Oswalcd has never
beea zr informant of the FBI. EHe azain reiterated that he does mot = -
ching so and never would place any credence in this rucor, T s

: Belili was also advised :hat we received information thai he
had aiso stated that Jack Leom Tty had Geea an informant of the FBI
for ¢ neriod ¢f € weeks, Potk ke nad Tonckill stated that they Izl at
1no tize ever hecird anyone state tiat Ruby vwasz an informant or iniec
that he was zp irformant. Belli irsisted that he be permitted to call .
his oiiar co—ccunsel to the room, FPhillip Burleson, and ask him iZ he |
 Jpad eve= henrd tiis rumor., PBurizson upon being asked the same gue.iion
:1as tc vhether or rot he had ever sicard of Ruby being an informant or &
ixumor to that efiect, advised thal he had never heard a ruxor_from
|ianyone to that erlfect, e e e
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T Belli, Toazhill and SusTeson 211 stated that %ey had never told
'E;nyone or infered to anyonme.tint Tudy wos an inforwmant of the FEI., Eelli

;1 stated that he baiieved he anc #is so-couaséls would .hove known if Ruby ’

'1lhad bBeen an inforxzat of the F2I since thay had guestioced him in detail i

: 1{{about kis entire 1ife and he is certain Duby would have told bhim i2 he
fhad been an informa2nt. He states nTuby hod never menticred in any xanner

. d whatsoever cooperating with the i, o

. : Upon conclusion B21li sinted tihnt he was cetiing "damned tired"”
~§!of_Assistant District Attorney William Alc::ander plantiag rumors which
ﬁAlexandgfythonght E:11i might £3lX for and it wus™nis opinion that . .
@ Al=. ~ddr was _probaily the source conc:ning the ruror that Oswald was
i 1Yas infodmant of the 2BI. - Belli <lca si:cilically asked SAC Shaaklin if
4 Ruby had ever been 21 informant as thi. .3 the first that he haciever
1§heard of it and he "ms.advised th: % Rut'-y aad never been an inforrint of
{
i
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the FBI, Belli a2sicd mno further <a:2st.ons.
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(1) Althou«h w11115u ‘Alzxzndes has c“tegorlcally denied
beinz the source of rumors that Cswald was aa FBI informant, our
inquiries stroanzly point to Alexaacer 2s the source of those scurrilous
! runors and Alexander may be the source 0f %ke alleged rumors concerning
| Ruby. In view of our experience with Alexzander mno worthwhile  purpose

! {would be served in reinterviewing him and the Director has 1nstruc.ed
Athat no further contacts be Lad with Alex“nder. :, e
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' (2) “vhile Belli also catcﬂo*icully den1ed n.king any.gtatenent.J
as 211leged by Eearst offxcials, it is believed that in order to . - ,ﬂ

" 1 co= c1usxve1y pin this matter ccwn Yr. DelLozch's office should contact
Kiagsbury Smith and ask that he make the 2lleged recording of Belli's

f i\statements available for our revxew. _ I -
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(3) ’n,edzately followbrg our revxew of this recordzng, iz
it is made availuble, we will furaish tke above details to the .

esident's Commission,
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