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Dear Mr. Tonahill: , 
re are eS LR PORE 2 sees wb Et aatafies Ee 

e381 ae in receipt of your letter of January 9, 1964, =: 
_ addressed to the Director of the Federal Bureau of Invests, Fra Fe. 
" gation and to the Chief Counsel of the President's Commission «= - 
to report upon the assassination of President Kennedy. | The | on : 
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letter has been referred to me by them for response, °° "7 aon c 
bec l . " iss Saeed . 

tes 7" at “3. 22" your letter requests, on behalf of the counsel epee 2 A! | 
tS 2 a > senting your client, Jack Ruby, in the prosecution institdtéd"”” $ 

i 4 -: by the State of Texas for the killing of Lee Oswald that.ydu be 
2 furnished with "the reports, minutes and all evidence in the = 

- “" _. * possession of the President's Commission. There is excluded 
a oa - - fron the request, however, | material of a recognized Epnii- | 

*- aS wee: * dential character, ree 

  

: =: we 7 . ; &. = 

: S .7“Ae the outset, it should be emphasized thet discove 
sae — ‘> and disclosure of all of the facts surrounding the gxsassin 
~~ of President Kennedy are of the greatest importanc§ t6 th 

"nation, As was stated by a spokesman for the White Hou 
Novémber 29, 1963, in announcing the appolatment df the « 
Special Commission, __ : St . B.. L 

    

: OS 3 21-9) othe 5 Peatdonr ie rajeting the § spiel. 
Pee mL Commission to satisfy itelthat thé truth Zs known . 

S «REDE bes tas far as. ft ‘can be discqvered, sagen report its —*.. 
: = *'findings and conclugtons$o a the American, * - 

at “" people, and to fnetworld, 
43 ‘ 23 
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(2 “The Commission ‘established by Executive Order No. 11130” 
+ is, of course, intended to. > effectuate t this Purpose. It is sve     
   

    

“a o. to examine the evidence developed ve 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and any addi- ...:        

        

be uncovered by federal or state authorities; to © = >~: 
. .make such further investigation as the Commission, ~ 

.. finds desirable; to evaluate all the facts and cirs Saget 38 
’ cumstances surrounding such assassination, “’* 
- including the killing of the alleged assassin; and 0 to 
Feport to me its. findings and conclusions. — 

    
    

  

   

  

   

  

   

                                

   

        

PALES gS ce . Obviously, the work of the Commission may be serious! ek oe 

.. hampered by any premature disclosure of FBI reports or other 2 425 

information turned over to it. It would also be quite unusual, 

-"o $f not altogether unprecedented, for a federal agency which has -<".2.. 

conducted an investigation into the subject matter of a state =: . °° 

- prosecution to supply directly to the defendant materials . 

_ “gathered during the course of a federal investigation. More- 

- over, in such circumstances the federal agency is not under any ~"o"> . 

_- legal obligation to turn over materials either to the state Or +2: 

the defense, Any information in the hands of the prosecution - 

_ will be available to you under the provisions of the law of the 

=" State of Texas. Consequently, any request for information * ee 

‘ which the prosecution may have should be directed to the | < 

"District Attorney. _— 
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Due to the epectal circumstances of this c case neither 

the Department of Justice nor the Commission has any wish to .. ca 

* gtand upon legal technicalities, and, at the same time we recog~- Sewer - 

. fiize the importance of insuring that Mr. Ruby receives a full “- 

and fair defense in his forthcoming trial. Moreover, we ~~: 

” believe that subject to the limitations you have recognized in. 

“.-~your request it will in fact be possible to make information 

available in the possession of the Government which may be = 

_‘Belpful to the defense without ing the effectiveness of = 

     

  

         

  

   

 



  

  

    

   

  

   
"The information you request is stated in your letter’ 

aoe to be essential to establish the defense of insanity, that your, # .--": 
=< Client's offense was at most""murder without malice,” and <:<" 3° 

_ that Mr. Oswald "was a dangerous man of bad character and 
'’ reputation and a professed Communist." The point is also | 

- made that the information is necessary to counteract an - 
“~- Impression assertedly created by the press to the effect that’: 
“si -» your Client and not Oswald Me the guilty party that has ‘put ae SE 

¥ > “Dallas on trials gehen 

        

  

      

    

    

  

   

    

     

  

    

  

   

  

eee ee Sit wk B “yee ara 

og ast te apa eth se Sat Rie oe 
en - We recognize. of course, that as counsel for Mr. ‘guby = 

his defense is entirely a matter for your judgment. Since you |...” 
' have deemed that his state of mind at the time is material to : 

_ his defense, we will be glad to furnish you with such informa- 
--- tion as we can on that issue. Information concerning Oswald's 

assassination of the President will not be made available as it ~- 
. does not appear to be relevant. It would seem that the issue in ->*. » 
~ your case is not whether Oswald Sssassinated the President but 2.5: 

    

    

     

    

   

        

    

   

  

    

    

   

    

     

    

a view ot the defenses you are asserting, y you are no 
.- - doubt also attempting to familiarize yourself with the backgroun 
a --,, of your client's life and state of mind at the time of the killing. - nes 

“<- > Locating all those persons who are familiar with one or another **” ~ 
-. aspect of his past is a large task. Since the Federal Bureau of -: 

Niro 5 "+ Investigation has conducted an extensive investigation among - 
a ees su oe * ‘Jack. Ruby’s prior acquaintances, you may wish access to the 
Serweets cots -> fruit of ite labors in this respect. Should you feel this might be’ 

++. + belpful, we will prepare for you a list of those persons who - ao 
- ’ have been contacted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation during mee 

‘the course of its investigation and who have known or met ~~ *, 7 
Jack Ruby some time during the course of his life. Consistent 

-- ‘with our other obligations, we could provide you the names and Sion © 
.. present addresses of these persons--thus enabling you to locate — we 

them quickly. We would also be willing to indicate to you the —.... cee 
- extent of each person's relationship with Ruby, those persons .o-~. 
-who expressed to us opinions as to Ruby's character or Person! le*- 

-. fty, and those persons familiar with particular incidents in - = 
St tae Ruby: 8 life which h might b be of of importance 1 in evaluating Ruby's, 
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~etate 2 of mind at the time of the killing. "We would supply you 
= with this information with the understanding that it may be™-:> 
- incomplete, ‘that it may contain inaccuracies, and that it often 

reflects 8 personal opinions.”: ah 

» ‘The Federal Bureau of Investigation has also investi- 
gated other related matters which may be relevant tothe -~ 

- preparation of your case, as, for example, persons known to ~ 
__ the Department who contacted Ruby after the assassination and 

“** prior to the killing of Oswald, and persons known to have been’: 
__ Present at the Dallas City Jail at the time Oswald was shot. « 

Herbert J. Miller, Jr. 
. Assistant Attorney General -..-- 

  

     


