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At approxninately $:00 A M., Sunday, Fovember 24, 1963 I
discussed the need for coverage sgainst possible violance
around the City Hall with Licuteaant R. S, Pierce. I
instructed hin to c¢2ll three scuads from their district
assignnents from the three stations and pull four from
Hcadguarters Station, getuing two ran squads where poscible.
The officers were to bs in Central Station vwith tkeir squad
cars paried on tiae street, availavle for immediate use but
dispersed in parking, not later thonm G:30 AJM. Out of
thirteen squads we obtained a total of nineteen (19) patrolmen.
Superviscrs at the ctation for tihe sceurity were Liecutenant ~
Pierce, Sergeaet P, 7. Dean, Scrgeant Putnam, Sergeant Steele,
and I, Lieutenant Wigesins was in the Jail Oflice,

Licutcnant Pierce dinsiructed Sergeznt Tean to secure all enirances
and cxits to the rarking and prisener loading arca, then clear

the bzsement of all personnel other than police, znd reserves,
Sergeant Putnzn was instructed to assist in the assignment.

The 2rcz in vwhich the prisoner Cswald would be escorted was to
be thorouchly searched, Lreas searched were the cars parked in
the bagemert, including their trunks, and ergine conpariments,
the tops of 21l pipes, cnd air condltlonlng ducts, the service
roons opening into the bascient were Lo be locked afier clearing
them of personnel, The building elevators were cut oif on the
first floor so they could not be used to reach the basement and
tl.e pariting attendents were seat fron the basement to the firsg
floor of the City Hall with instruciions to remain with the
elevaiors to prevent tamperinge The City Hall scrvice clevator
iz a gself-service typce but had an overator. This man was insiructed
taat he was not to o below the first flcor until notified. . The .
service elevotor from the sub bascment of the Police anéd Courts
Building exit, into the bascment parking area and has no doors to
lock so a regervoe officer was stationed taerec. . .

The se rceants used a tothl of scventeen: (17) regular and reserve
oificers to exccute the search. The extra officers were held in
the sergeani?s roon at my office and the reserves were retained

in the assembly room., These officers were not permitted in the

basement to insure no coafusion in the systematio search. -
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After the area was secured and cleared only officers, reserves, ..

and accrcdited mews press were pernitted to re-enter.s Identifica-
ticn -of the ncws personnel vas made by their press crcdentials;,." -
All civilicn empnloyces of the Depcortneat were clearcd from tho” ‘
baserent lobby and instructed to remzin at their desk. -
Cfficer ®. C. Ifelscn snd a reserve officer were ociotioned in the’
hall lezding to the jail cervice wincdowz. The door Irom the jail
to tho lobby remoined loclied and the public uced the first window,

. set at an angle, to conduct Jjail busiress.

Ditective Beaty and Lowery remcined with the officers during most

of the reriod the parking and priscner area was closed off. Everyone
conduciing busincss at the jail was scrutinized and if they did not
appear to have legitimate businccs, they were conducted from the

baserent,

There was little frzffic on Kuoin znd no one loitering. A large crowd
was gathering or Commerce. I hal e¢veryone removed from the City Hall
side (north) of Commerce to the ecouth side. Scrgeant Steele and
Reserve Harrison checked the buildings opposite the basement drive for
possible znipers, :

Tre informatien received from the F2I Ly Cartein Frazier was: two

calls froa males stated Yone hundéred ef us will kill Oswald before
he gets to the County Jail", Duc to this and the crowds forrmation
I built up my personnel on the Commerce Street side.

I called Eonmicide and told Deteciive EBeck of the parking arca check

and acked if Captain Fritz wanted uniforned officers to procced and
follow the transfer vekicle. He szid Captain Fritz was with the
vrisoner and they would let me lmnow. I prepared three plcin and three
marked cars to use either type Honlcide desirzad.

I wcs contacted by Chief Stevenson and Chief Lumpkin regarding an |
arnored car. It was to back into the drive as fazr as possible from
Comnerce. YWhen it arrived tuo more officers were stationed at the bottom
of the Comnerce Street romp with instructions tkat no one was to pass up
or down the romp after the prisoner passed them. Due to its height, the
arnored cur could only be backed in a short distance.

Before the arrival of t;e Lrnored Cor, Chief Lumpkin, Chief Stevenson,
and I discussed the route and traffic cbstzuctions. They were reporiedly
six hundred (600) people around the County Jzil. I instructed Sergzcant
Stcele to place a regular officer at each traffic light with his squad
car close by. Tie lead oar would flash its lichts as they arproached and

"the officer would cut all opposing traffice After the vechicle passed
- they were to enter their cars and follow to the County Jail to assist
' with any trouble. The entire traffic detail was in the County Jzil Area.
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Scrgecant Stcele contaocted Cartain Lawrence for additional officers
for intersection coverzges As the vehicle clcared the city hall all.
officers and reserves at the City Erll.uvere to report by a parallel
route to the County Jail. I would use Channel Two and tell Sergeant

tecle to cut it., He had a motorcyele officer %to send to Elm and
Fizld ¢to inctriuct thne officers on The corners to divert all traffic
from Elm betwecen Field and Houstoa. Regular traific was heavye

After tha Arrmorced Cer arrivaed we scrt a plain car out the Mzin Street
gide, This was the lead car zrnd ccentaired Licutenant Pierce driving,
Sergeant Putnan on the right front, ané 3ergeant B. J. Haxey in the
rears, : - .

L Horicide Detective pulléd z plein cer on the ramp behind the armored
car tuze cnother Homicide Detcetive rulled in behird hin and attennted
to streighten his car and back upe Sfevirsl reserve officers and I
verce attempting to push the news people back to give the vehicle room
to nanucever., I was vpuching scveral teople back at the left front fender
when thz shot was fired., I assisted tie cfiicers in clearing news
personacl from the priconer and officers wko were dowa then ordeccd
that no one waz to be permiticd out of the basenment, ‘

I checked the pariting area ceveral tires and saw no unauthorized
ypersonnel. I reroved 2 nunber of veodle from the first floor and
bascment lobbys this yac acostinious check prior to the transfer.

After tre priscner cntered the azbulance ond I gathered my »erscnael
fron EIn and reported to Parklazad Hospital, we secured the hospital.

Respectfully sutnitted,

ot /’-\> .
o L E AT s L
: Cecil E. Talbert
’ ' ’ Captain of Police
Patrol Division




