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The matter of searching of Postal Money Orders as well as Western Union
Money Orders was discussed in detail today with Mr. J. Lee Rankin of the Presi-
dent's Commission. Information previously set forth in letterhead memorandum form
showing Mr. Rankin that it would be necessary to check between four and five million ~_
money orders on a daily basis at the Washington headquarters of the U. 8. Post Oﬁlco&\(
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Department was discussed with bim and Mr. Rankin indicated that for the time being X
no further check on Postal Money Orders would be necessary. , i

, ):
o connection with Westera Unlon Money Orders, Mr. Rankin was advised \o
that a check had been made by our Dallas Otfice of Western Union Money Orders and :
that the same type of check was being made by our New Orleans Office for & six-month
period, this being the length of time money orders are kept in the various area offices o
of Western Union. Mr. Rankin was advised that to search Western Unlon records L)
which are maintained at Minneapolis, Minnesota, for outgoing Western Unlon Money \
Orders from Dallas alone for a period of three years would require the time of ten L;,
persons at a cost of $2. 50 per hour for approximately one month. Mr. Rankinwas N
advised that these records are filed under the city of origin of the money order; N
than chronologically under the date they were sent; and then alphabetically under - &
the name of the payee. Mr. Rankin was advised that without this data & search for
a money order would have to cover the entire Western Union system on a day- to-day
+* . basis and that Western Union was unable to furnish an accurate estimate of the number ,.
“  of hours such a search would require. E

Mr. Rankin was also advised that in view of the manner in which the records
are handled, a check at Minneapolis for the cities in which Oswald lived would only be
~ # half-way check in that any money orders sent to him from anywhere else in the city
would not be picked up on such a check as was described above. -
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“7am . Mr, Rankin advised that in view of the foregoing, no further check sheia
_ u"ﬂa:ﬁﬁ?;t this time but that the Commission would appreciate receiving the fesults
G s Bix-month check that had been initiated. He was assured this informafion

- seYpuldap in report form in the near future. o . '
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. Memo to Mr. Belmont fro.5 A. Rosen ‘
“Re: Lee Harvey Oswald, et al : -

ollowing the above dlscusalon Mr. Bankin mentlonod that Oswal h.d o

- boen in Nexico for a brief perfod in late Beptember and the first day or two off - . _L-':.:‘

‘October 963.. He inquired as to whether or not it was possible to gheck on Ry «:: ‘;; I
~‘money ofders which Oswald may have sent or received while he was in Mexico - FALA '-'..
-"and whetie?SF not any such check had been made up to this time. Mr. Ranki.n"”" ,
was advised this matter would be looked into and he would be subsequently advised.

: Supervisor E. T. Turner in the Do:nestic Intelligence Division was eontactcd nnd is
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