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Otter Vbices...
Spiral of Hate

Reprinted from The New York Times, Monday, Nov. 25, 1963
HE SHAME all America must bear for the spirit {Indicate page, name of

of madness and hate that struck down President Rewspaper ity and state.)
Kennedy is multiplied by the monstrous murder of

his accused assassin while being transferred from . _Q:)!_The Dag;las Times-
one jail in Dallas to angther. Herald"
The primary guilt of this ugly new stain on Dallas, Texas

the integrity of our system of order and respect
for individual rights is|that of the Dallas police
force and thé rest of its law-enforcement machinery.
But none of us can e a share of the fault for
the spiral of unreason and violence that has now
found expression in the death by gunfire of our
artyred President and the man being held for trial
his killer. ,

The Dallas authorities, abetted and encourag

y the newspaper, TV |and radio press, trampl
on every principle of justice in their handling o
.Lee H. Oswald. It is their sworn duty to protect
every prisoner, as well jas the community, and to "
afford each accused -person full opportunity for his

defense before a properly constituted court. The
heinousness of the crime [Oswald was alleged to have
committed made it doubly important that there be Date: // .?.(-/c'-_-:
no cloud over the &stabliFhment of his guilt. Edition:
Yet—before any inqictmerit had been returned Author: _
or any ‘evidence presentc‘ed and in the face of con- edor:  Jack B. Krueger
tinued denials by the prisoner—the chief of police Title:
and the district attomeﬁ pronounced Oswald guilty.
“Basically, the case is closed,” the chief declared.
The prosecutor informed reporters that he would Character:
demand the death penalty and was confident “I'll or
get it.” Classification:
‘ Highly-Advertised Transfer Sutmiting Otties:  Dellas
After two days of such prefindings of gullt, in the electrically [0 Being Investigated

emotional atmosphere of a city angered by the President’s as-

sassination and not too many decades removed from the vigilante

tradition of the old frontier, the jail transfer was made at high

and with the widest possible advance announcement.

elevisionandmw:ree!camu;'ummlnphcemdmy
ookers assembled to witness every step of the transfer—and

, tng?c miscarriage, ’ ' 8 O z
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* than when any of

police had even warped hospital officials to stand by against
the possibility of an attempt on Oswald's life.

gver be a trial that will determine Oswald’s
guilt or innocence by|the standards of impartial justice that are
one of the proudest |adornments of our democracy. Whatever
judgment is made will fall short of the tests John F. Kennedy
himself would have |demanded. “Our nation,” he declared at

sissippi to guard the| legal rights of one Negro student a year
ago, “is founded on fthe principle that observance of the law is
the eternal safegua oilibertyanddeﬁancedﬂ:ehwhﬂxe
surest road to tyrs 3

is the enshrinement
Hate and violence a

that principle in our day-to-day conduct.
the enemies of law, and never more so
s decides to become his own dispenser of
retribution in defiance of law.

JOHN X was an honest man, not so much as
tinged with isy. He wanted to become President and he
elected with determination and enthusiasm.

gence of a single
spraw]l of history.

sin's mindless -crime seeks to kil & government—a nation~by

killing its chief.
President Kennedy has died. Each of us bears a deep

vd his own way to live with it.
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