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leon way

By JERRY O'LBARY, Ir.
Etar Stafl Writer .
DALLAS, Tex.,, Nov. 30—It would
be hard to imagine a stranger in-
strument of vengeance than Jack
Leon Ruby, the man who pulled
2 hammerless 38 caliber Smith &

Wesson revolver from his pocket -

last 8unday morning and committed
murder before the eyes of millions
of Americans. .

In that split second at 11:20 am.
(CST) on November 24, 1963, the
52-year-old Dallas strip-foint op-
erator catapuited himself from tin-
sel obscurity into a spotlight that
will lluminate him as long as men
remember thelr misdeeds.

Before he gunned down Lee Har-
vey Oswald, the accused assassin of
President John F. Kennedy, last
Sunday, Ruby might well have been

° considered the least likely man in

all of Texas to commit such an act.
This was no lanky, hard-jawed
westerner, enforcing the eye-for-an-

eye code, Around the Dallas bars -

and girlie clubs, they called him the
“Chicago cowboy” and regarded him
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85 & back-slapping, garrulous pest
with 8 yen for “class” and a great
desire to hang around Dallas police-
men.

To their lasting shame, they let
him, -

Today, Jack Ruby languishes alone -

in a cell of the county jail over-
looking the spof, only a few feet
away, where two bullets ended the -

President’s life.

Walting for the just.lce he denled
to Oswald, Ruby spends his time
worrying about whether his friends
are mad at him and occasionally,
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calling his night clubs to check up .

on bufimess—* -
Ruby was born Jack Rubenstein,

one of eight children of immlgnnt‘

Polish parents, on March 25, 1911,
in a tough west side section of Chi-
cago. His father, & hard-working
carpenter and an orthodox Jew, died
© five years ago at the age of 88
and his mother died in an institu-
tion in Iliinois.

What little is known of his child-
hood comes from his short, gray-
haired sister, Mrs. Eva Grant, 54,
of 3929 Rawlins strect, in Dallas.
Mrs. Grant, s divorcee, recently
underwent major surgery and is now
in a highly nervous state,

She earns her llving as manager
of one of Ruby's two Dallas night
clubs, the Vegas, at 3508 Oaklawn
street. But she has been seen little
in public since last Bunday night
when she went tearfully to police
headquarters, wearing s white vell,
to see her brother in the cell-block
jult vacated by Oswald.

Her description is that of a large
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family in poor circumstances which
spawned in Jack s flerce deshofore
social acceplance. :

Ruby's education was limited and
he learned more of how to survive
among the Irish and Polish rough~
necks of his milieu than he did of
books and more conventional means
of advancement.

Early in life, he learned to use his
tists and he grew up to be 8 man who
was proud of his physique even after
his paunch hdad thickened and his
hair grew thin. They called him
“Sparky” around the ghetto of
Roosevelt avenue and Peoria sireets
because of his prowess at street-
fighting.

Eva Grant sald it was her brother’s
great pride as a teen-ager to protect
her, his older sister, from the neigh-
borhood thugs and oglers. Of the
eight Rubenstein children, five man- -
aged to scquire college educations
and escape the environment of their
youth. One brother, Earl, changed his
name to Rubin and moved to Detroit.

Jack was not one of the five to
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whom schooling appealed, Eva va, y was w.fibly broken . © .
$ald. “‘f’tc"““m ““‘:up and observed & period of ¢ - . .
> Instead, when he was 16, he he ’“mbere” Nyrgiceh Hdgﬁmournlnl lasting & year, n . .
became known as “champion Oe&“h“m by ﬂwluccordancc with the anclent L
gate crasher” at Chicago Stad- » Cum’,er. d \Jewish ritusl called the Kad- \ e
fum, Soldier Field and the Cubs’ ame e mm“w'“‘“ every- dish, : . -
:ﬂga;k.!;vuhubout‘tg:: pne anyesy- | | “He;u;f;eznly‘:‘ndeofm
926, he went to 50 * . - sons who » Eva. -
Field with 11 Gther kids on & - Cowboy Attire. In recent months, the, 8-
bet that he could get sll 12 * As mear as can be deter- f00t-9, 210-pound Ruby took
tnto the game without tickets. jgmined, Ruby took up residence 0 swimming and working out
. He puiled the stunt off, snd In Dallas sbout 14 years 8£0. on the punching bag and
earned $20 hawking hot dogs  From the first. he was much |weights at the YMCA. He kept
and pop while walching the tgken by 1ife in the West. He |® pair of bar bells beside his
nme.Heﬂsooﬂenhnsbouud wore immaculate cowboy bed. .
that he gate-crashed the glothes, almost as fncongruous Fond of Dogs » :
Demspsey-Tunney fight. in Dallas as they would be In] e i ¢ -
. He has no xnown police rec- Washington, but later be re- |4y e fond of dogs and kept
ord in Chicago, either 38 RuU- ‘gurned to his favorite wide- o of those he owned In.a
pemln or Ruby, but police  primmed hats and high collars. backroom of the Carousel. o :
there recall him a3 & gambler,  He was s flashy dresser, with Gruff - spesking. gregarious, -~ . !

ticket scapler, labor organizef ‘. sapphire ring on one band, y - q‘n& : E .
Ru -

e Tl

and & man on the fringe of vests
mob activities. A police captsin .‘“-‘}-;,'ﬁ;‘,ff .‘0;);%“: night|t0 fight or take offense.

x
. :

remembers him as s loiterer in ed to have no active 1p-

q slub writer, says Ruby scted
e Rt B
e ool s ANE fhe first came here, hanging noisily in m" - R :
R e ch , 8round the oid | Plantation jever wes Pres R UL TSI
o b‘ "g“e“ m“’ night- Club, and often dashing on A brunette strip-tease en- : :
¢iubs ‘“heg“;“‘hw‘:m" "u stage to take over the mike. tertalner known s “Cindy
b T s ¢ et e T B
vt capital, he soon Ers nto{nedy Jo! 4
"'ﬂm 1637. Ruby m“'l ""p ‘the night-club business¥ith the | and tried to attack her hus-,
pith a close friend e‘d“d neigh- emphasis on fleshy floor-shows| band one night for s relatively,
- dime e Shiy el burami s
6 Union of scrap iron deslers dion trade. He the] Another stripper, Janet Con-
: *  and junk handlers. Vegas, In an outlsing section, | gorto, known on the runvay 83
" . and the Carousel, st 131212 | »Jada,~ swore out & peace bond

- -Commerce stceet and 1an them ember 1 before Justice
-Partner Murdered  “Siinan iron hand often scting, of v ace W. L. Richburg
 <This sssociation came to a0 85 his own bouncer. ' against Ruby. The proprietor
jbrupt end when Cooke was : 'f'o hear Dallas policemen tell of the Carousel. she said, had
shot to death in the unfon of- \t, he became something Of & threatened to burn up $10.000
fce. John Martin, the union -pest to them, but some PeT- worth of her costumes in & : .
president and one-time associ- -haps brought it on themselves galary dispute. : e
ate of bootlenger Terry Drug by pausing overlong when $he¥:  ge has & quick temper, she
gan, was sccused, but claimed -hsd to check his premises OF. .95 but also could be kind -
golf-defense and was acqulucd.!,'c“emde- The records shoWw. ‘o4 generous. L L. .
Much of the information police "that Ruby was calied up ol ™ George Senator, 50. 8 friend ST
recelved about the shooting .explain certain violations of | for eight years, who moved into
came from the young union the dance hall ordinance anc: o,y apartment a month 280,
:;c!;e:;rv. mbyﬁngg{ was b;:: the ban on Sunday drinking. B hably knows more than any-
overnight was B ) . . Ruby’'s move-
charged. . Carned PleO' : one else about bye.g and
.. Early in_ 1840, the unton|. He was twice spprehended] after the death of President
dropped Ruby on the grounds| for carrying a concesled weap- Kennedy. e
thst he was “loo tempers-|" orl, although Ruby never madefi _ . . T T
ental snd not good for thel much of & cocret of the fact|i Visits Newspaper - - 1.-
union. he often carried a pistol to‘ S R
.. Little is known sbout his life]. protect his bankroll, he said|l Like everyone else In Dallas, * =
from then until may 2L 1943, §t was 8 hammerless model. liRuby knew thst the President .. .. . :
when Ruby was inducted into}. Ruby, who never marred so'|was coming to town around i - e T .
the Army and scnt to Campl far is is known, prospered in‘{noon on Friday. An hour before =5 0
Grant. Til. The records indicate| the night-club business, He ac-:|that time, RubY turned up 3%,
only that he served in the ArmY|. quired & four-room apartment! the offices of the Dallas News,
Alr Corps, yose to the rank of| fn the Marcella, st 223 Ewing in_which he advertiscd snd -
private first class and recelved|. street, and furnished it with} had breakfast in the newspaper
an honorabls discharge at Fort|* rather garish Italian provincial cafeteria. The fiding 18 :

-

Sheridan, ML on February 21,| pleces. Plocks from the corner of :
19486, . “T've suffered enough snd] and Houston. : :
> Ruby retumed to Chicamsrigismped all my, life” he_told! _At 12:10 PR Ruby entered .

and for & time frequented gam- | an associate recently. “I wantl The News display advertising
dling spols with & man named |“ to live a little.” department in search of John
Nathan Gumbin until Gumbin] — . -~ Newnam, ¥ho handled his

was killed in & gangland as- - ] count. Adman Donald Cam!
sasslna.uon./._. L bell remembered the time
PR . : ‘ cause -noon was the d
S ) ) ) } : line and he automatical¥ .
Ll S - lxootml ot the clock.
e s e —— . : e e e :
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: be- car. I walked past them
“:'L:w‘.unz‘spl :gmﬂ”ﬁ" oy 'there to conduct the prelimi- i(:"d of s, l‘ldre"!émet cm__!i::‘ﬁm b n
"4 while Campbell went out nary g a.m. Sunday. - he “'L .
ltgswwhthe presidentisl mo- i Little Heed 1y gol word from the FBI thath, yis reporter was
l¢orcide between 12:20 pm. and Pai ittie nee a phone call had been recelv 4 e gersge with the others
12:4} pm. Ruby apparently  He fntroduced himself to one mying o"lgg‘:'ﬁ: be kuxlxeer watching ss Capt. Prite emerged
did not walch. Mr. Newnam reporier 85 & transiator for that day, n tl,eprlso e and several "?m ‘hm':dm .
turned up at 12:45 PW. and}the Jewish press. To others ¥ould not c;iufc mnd ere: “Here he comes. Ruby has old
found Ruby still at the desk.|phe acted as if he were Dallas' Bl i‘alli".uce e Curx-yns det,:lrls ered pis 1awyer he walked up 0 e
At 1 pm., another adman |official greeter. It seems clear }EC m{” l‘:; A e ed car uind b
purst in with the traglc news|thst police patd him little heed direc! !MOsw:ld'l red. caf that exact moment
that the President had been because his face was familisr. B¢ mdn or OswAle to check 11:20 am. "y e
“shot. From all accounts, RubyjOne officer says he asked Ruby ’ﬂg" ':rzdenua!s e From my vantage potn
! reacted, like everyone else, with| what he was doing there and &k wa‘u \Be allow geet 10 Ruby's eft, I m‘:';nz
Ighock and disbelief. With oth Ruby replied, “Oh, I brought no one € s nww“mmom_ squat. figure in & dark
lers, he rushed to the nearest | the sandwiches.” Ruwd‘ IID‘ swlm’ mor- hat
TV set and & ittle later can- On four separate oecaslons‘m‘t;“n :°°k . Tx neighbor ‘murvenmx space, erushing
celed his sd and decided to|that Friday night, Oswald mi:m ent pool.

icid cald, «] saw him coming up w the
e 23 P S s T L B ST
¥s. undry, I said ‘bello’ but he 4 @isbellef on Oswald's

Mys. Grant says her brother | inches of the shouting, crowd-? 3 pain an
(s O vom tne News office |Ing _ press—and. presumsby, 947Y SLE This ne had f2ce 4 e jack-gnited forward
e — e .
1 o the brother in Detroit— of Oswald continued and the fast d then put his - S .
Earl Rubin. press corps multipled, LTI Srba TGS 647 (20 Bedlam N
H cards and some sandwiches for, 0 Hhe T Ruby and Oswald went downl
Kept Talking the men at the station. Hel Ruby's attorney, Tom How- BV oo gopether, swarmed

‘ d. said Ruby had set out to houtd uster
«That night he wouldn't eat busied himself in other ways ard, by s ting €l of
nnythini.;' his :;sffl:’ sn‘ig. “ge until Oswald was br:lllzht. tﬁlﬁh send o l' 2‘5‘,{1‘ :’;,e: orde;dtom: ‘:;{‘lce. It was 8 bedl{ am :{ cori-
kept talking about Jackie. e for an 11 pm. confrontation Carousel glt need and an

sort the President could have with the press in the basement| ZOnsY to pay for rent in Fort|fusion rage ear m“w"

dra in
orth. He carried his pistol in|8 €90 Y83 i
had anything but had 10 end lineup room sand then taken white-faced police cordon
up like this.” I back to his cell. his pocket, because he had sev-| 8 Ko ooiq wes

George Senator satd, “He| Then when prosecutor Wade ersl thousand dollars in the and Ruby s
(kept telling me over and over| took the microphone and began] €25 according to Mr. Howard. \!m bulance i

the prisoner eznd said that Os- l";::; gmelh m&uf:g :E:
Ruby went to his Synagogue wald belonged to 8 committee
Sherluyx Isracl, at 9401 Doug- dedicated $o freeing Cubx, closed mews of the threats, -
las street and prayed for the Ruby interrupted. He said Mr. against Oswald's life. He would}] -
President'’s family, said Mr. Wade was wrong, that Oswald| have moved Oswald during the
Senatar ) “r:lonu to that con\munm x‘\'l‘gh:.whedosngld. “put 1 didn’t
» * - n u e cro‘s
i When the word spread that —r="" - = you peo-

ple”
Lee Harvey Oswald had been He said Oswald would be

captured after killing Dallas “ﬁ&?&:_;‘" Play 1¢r Cub2 . en by elevator to the bass-f .. .. .

Police Pvt. J. D. Tippit, Ruby ! ment and there put into the
made a bee-line for police brf{t?eroranl:pt';cnag "::::’ ber" armored car. wm‘:u this notice,
headquarters. - - times during the day, the Tast! photographers, TV cameramen,
his reporter saw  Ruby | time at 12:40 a.m. before jesy-| radiomen and reporters raced
there that night in the hall| ing police headquarters. for the basement and set up &
outside the third floor homi-{ When Oswald was put inthe, double line fianking the path
clde squad where Capt. 'wilt | top-floor cell-block  for the Oswald and his guards would
Fritz was trylng to get some|night, Police Chief Jesse E ta%& . . . L
answers out of Oswald. There | Curry was asked by newsmen G y -
was Indescribable c‘gnﬁ;lslon tohgive :.t}‘:eem advance n::l? g: ets on Elevator .
and no one among the hun-jwhen prisoner w At sbout 11: .

dreds of reporters, tclevision moved to the county jall next eme‘r:ed fro;xlhll: ;‘{‘nmmgg
men and police pald much day. The announcement Was! ¢5 two big detectives. Capt.

«again about those poor ¢hil-|detalling the evidence againt|  While Ruby was on this er- \“‘ . parkland Hospital. hy-
dren. gclans quickly saw

attention to Ruby. made that the transfer would| gtz Jed the way and the en-

I saw him hand one of his be sccomplished at 10 &I ‘tourage got on the elevator o o
cards reading, “Jack Ruby— Sunday. descend. ’ I S R
Carouscl,” to some out-of-town e o aE e e At that moment, according to Lo :

nevsmen. He slso handed . sttorney Howard, Ruby had

cards to District Attorney i S been to Western Union and had oy

Herfy Wade, the county prose- o - driven out of his way to pass R

cutdr, who came to draw up : i where President Kennedy was ool

the! murder charges sgainst . .- : killed. Later, he had planned

Oswald, and to Justice of the - . to place flowers at the scene, 88

Peace David Johnson, who was o *  hundreds have done. -
S : As Oswald was getting on
R elevator, Jack Ruby arrived gt
- the Main street entrance to
lice headquarters where a ram : )
goes Into the garage. Rubytold . .87 L
Mr. Howard the policeman on .~ '
. _;uard there was distracted by a

|
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wald eze_Aving, Ruby had
jammed the muzzle of his pis-
tol go tightly into his abdomen
that a two-inch powder burn
had scared his sweater. The
bullet had pierced his liver and
several large arierfes. Oswald
never regained consclousners.
At 1:07 pm. he died in the
room next to the onc where the
President breathed his last. -

After Oswald had been taken
ta the hospifal, this reporter by
happenstance was the first one
to run upstairs to Chief Cunry's
oftice. He did not know until
then what had happened below.

‘The chlef, grayfaced and in
& {rembling voice, calicd news-
men In at 1:27 pm. and an-
noanced that Oswald was dead.
He sald Ruby would be charged
with murder.

Outside, & black-clad woman
said, “Hhe deserved to die but
he should have been tried.”

Her husband murmured,
“When s this all going to
end?”

Reyctions

Assktant District Atwmey
Bill lexander Anld Ruby

“thought he'd be the idol of
America in two seconds but he
misjudged things.”. .

Mr. Howard was called to
quarters, accepted the case
and pronounced Ruby a “fine
man.”

Mr. Scnator sald his friend
had been put in a state of
shock by the President’s assas-
sination.

Mrs. Grant sald her brother
was a "good American” who
had gotlen upset by the Pred
dent’s death.

Herbert Kelly, chef lt the
Carousel, sald, “Patriotic he
wasn't, & police- buff he was.
I he did kill Oswald for re-
venge. 1 belicve it was more
over Pvit. Tippit than over
President Kennedy.

Given Hearing

In his first statement to
police, Ruby did it because he
“couldn’t stand the thought of
Jackie (Mrs. Kennedy) under-
going the torment of lttendmg
Oswald’s trial.” -

After Ruby was ziven s
preliminary hearing that aft-
ernoon on & charge of murder,

Attorney Howard «nugied pim’ N

as saying:

“He (Oswald) was smirking’

and so cocky and acted s0
proud of what he had done I
couldn't get it out of my mind.
I could not forget the Commu-
nists had sent him to kill our
President. I could not forget
how Jackie had suffered and
that Caroline and John would-
n't have a daddy any more.” -
Mr. Howard brought s psy-
chiatrist, Dr. John T. Holbrook
of Beverly Hills Sanitarium, to
examine Ruby. Next day, withe
out prior annobuncement, Ruby
was spirited from headquarters
to the jail, Sheriff Decker got

him into a cell alone with dis-~ .

patch and there he remains
today. :

Prosecutor Wade, 47, who
was wounded Gov. John Con-
nally’s room-mate at the Uni-
versity of Texas, sald he would
ask for the electric. clnlr for
Ruby.

Mr. Howard {s eonslderlnc
two moves: a request fora san-
ity hedring and a requpst for
& change of venue. He gald he
{8 not sure Ruby could get &
fair trial in this part ofiTexss:
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