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One of the larges and ‘m
wolved cases in the history !
oxas criminal fak ended wi
¢ death of Jack Ruby.

Even so, it Was nal icsolved,
It draged more than three
“ years—through vne trial, assort-
ed  hearings; mulnons and ap-
peals,

Bul mere mortals were pover

to refurn the final verdict. At
the time of his death, Jack Ruby
was an “innocent” man.
. A reversal by the Texas Court ©
al Criminal Appeals had re-
turned the case 1o the “innocent
until proven guilt ,v"lsl‘al'us.

And now, according to Dist.
Atty. Henry Wade, evén. the
murder indictment against Ruby
will be *“routinely” dismissed.

“In any casc where the de-
fendant dies, the state files a
molion for the judpe 1o dismiss
the indiciment,” Wade said. |
“Since the indiciment is pond-
ing in Wichita Falls, the molion
fo dismiss will have to be filed
by the district allorney there.”

Ruby was (o have been tried
again — this fine in Wichita

“alls—far the slayinz of accused
presidential assassin Lee Har-
vey Oswald. The {rial was to
nave heen sel early this year.

But that possihility,. like s0

many others, died with Ruby.

WICHITA FALLS Dist. Atly.
Stanley Kirk, the man who was
io have direcied prosecution in
the new frial, Wednesday said
_ he “hadn’t really thought™ about
legral stops siill remaining to
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T Kirk_was pas aﬂkod if L__—-—J-‘"* :

provess were fo dismiss indict-
menls in cases {erminated by
the defendant’s death, -

*That's pizht,” b'- said, "We

had abotit four or live of them
last year, and we did the same
thinz en all of then.™

He did not indicate, however,

when such action might be ex-
pecied.

Bul while pnw-.mhng aHor-
neyvs pondered Ihe nexi—and ap-
parctly the final—sicp in the
jengthy | proceedings, sonie ali-
thorilics on eriminal law viewed

.the Ruby case in relrospect and

said they helieve the enlive proc.
oxs deteriorated into a {ragic
there-ring cireus,

1 SIMPLY can’l sec how
sore of his lawvers can main- -

14in they actually had Jack
Ruby’s best inferests at heart,”
one attoriey conunented. “With
sme of them, cverything {they
diid fhas for publicity—they here

Inulfing out Jor themselv
‘stedd of Jack Ruby.”

The chronology of the case
went like this:

Nov. 24, lm‘l—-Ruby shot Lee
Harvey Oswald.

Nav., 26, lsm—Ruhy was in-
dicied for the murder of Oswald
and the trial was st in Judge
Joe B. Brown's Criminal Dis-
trict Court for Dec. 9, 1963

Dec. 3, 1963—Dist. Atty. Henry
Wade and attomey Tom How-
ard, then representing Ruby,
azreed fo a confinuance until
Frimmoe (1961) and Judge
Brown authorized (he$=;:;::av

o

tﬁ\%lm—A' e nev.
chiatrist examined Reby and
said he found no trace of insani-
ty as atlomeys gave frst indi-
cations they might sse that
strategy in defending the bald-
ing nighiclub owner. -

DEC. 23, 1963—a bond hicaring
for Ruby stretched ocer - three
and one-hsll hours, fhen was
posiponed unfil Jan. 33 (1964}

in view of testimony and the up-

coming holidays.

Jan. 3, 1%4—Judce Brown or-
dered a -two-week delay (until
Jan. 24} in mwnun: the bond
hearing.

Jan. 7, 19%4—The bosd hear-
ing was changed again, this
time {0 Jan. 20. . R

Jan. 19, 1964—Prosecafion and
defense altorncys agreed that
Jack Ruhy be submitied to ex-

‘ tensive brain fests and named
- Dr. Martin Towler, professor of
neuropsychiatry at the Univer- -
ity of Texas Medical Sehool, fo

conduct the cxaminations. -
Jan. 21, 19%64—The boad hear-

ingr was dropped; Ruby atior- -

neys requested change of venue
hearing and Judze Broag sched-
uled it for Feh. 10,

Fech, 10, 1%4—A dsange of

venue heaving began,

Feb. 15, 19i—Judze Brown
announced jury sclectin would
begin Feb. 17 and withkeld his
ruling on the change of venue.
motion until elforts were made
torel ajury in Dallas, .~ -~ °

Feb. 11, 19%6—Jury :eltdmn
began, - L

Marth 4, 196! ~ Testimony
slarted alter last Jjuror was
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o M. 1%ltey e
tumed ils verdict: “We the jury
find Jack Ruby guilty of mur-
der with malice aforethought
and a.scas the penalty of
death . ..

March 20, 1963-~Ruby’s atior-
eys cited 36 reasons In asking
for a new trial.

furned down a request to move

mental fests as the condemned
man'’s - sistor, claiming he wai
insane, filed a request for &

April 29, 19%6i—Judze Brown
denied motions for new tiral. -
July 2%, 1964—Delense’ atior-
neys fook first sleps 'lov.:'@
preparing legal instruments sup-
porting their contention that the
drath sentence should be re-
versed hy the Texas Court of
Criminal Appeals,

Aug. 7, 19%64—Judze Brown l!-

mal bills of exceplion raised in
Ruby's appeal.

FEB. 24, 196—Possihility of
another  jury trial for Ruby
Joomed sudrienly as lhr Texas

red] the question of Ruhy's san.

:~'F..’" B THA 12t e

{or Jack Ruby wae set for \‘la:dl
A.

trial was posiponed pending a
ruling hy .the 5th Circuit Court

. proceedings stlayed in stale
courls or—as was requesied hy

vl $0 A federal court.

April 27, 19%64—Judge an-

Ruhy 1o a hospilal for further -

jury hearing on his mental state. -

fused 1o approve any of 15 for- -

Cuurt of Criminal Am’\"ak refer- -

Bioan 3 dierice conr at Dallan
March 21, 195 —The sanity -
of Appcals as to whether the -

an attorney for the Teaas Civil

LWnion—wr%r. : :'

Apn] A, )%—A federal ap-

proie Tt al Jacksom I Flonr
declined fo enter the case,

June 32, 19%—Delense Atior- -

neys brought action seeking to
remowve Judge Jor B. Brown as

* presiding judge becausé hé was

writing a book about the Ruby
trial, and thus had a monetél‘v
inlerest in the case,

Sept. 30, 1965 —Judpe Brown

withdrew from the case and was .

replaced by visiting Judge Louis

. T. Holland of .Montague.

June 13, ]966-—'11'Ar longde-
Tayved samly hearing was flnally
beld in Dallas and a seven-man,

cleared the way for the Texas
Court of Criminal Appcals to
1ule on the Ruby case,

Oct. 3. 19%5—Thr Texas ri

fivewomen  jury found Ruby -
sane alier. briel deliberation. It

f Criminal Appeals unanimops. - - -

Jy_reveised Ruby's convietion.




