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York, an attorney for Jack~Ruby,|would pot confer !ﬂil:en:‘der
ldenied Friday he ever proposed alone about strategy. And we have

that Ruby drop his appeal ir 1| 4ronning our appest
turn for a life sentence. Wade said last year he would

version of what took place while their appeal. e -
Iprosecution and defense Iawyers; LT
were in Jacksonville, Fla., last! )
year to argue the Ruby case be!
fore the US. Fifth Circuit Court’
of Appeals.
1 Alexander said Kunstler asked
whether Dist. Atty. Henry Wade
would oppose commutation
Ruby's death sentence if defense 7 T :
lawyers dropped their appeal. - A e T
Alexander said Kunstler sent o .
“geveral messages” to Wade on

ithis point, but defense lawyersap-i =, . 0.
‘parently decided later to fight for’ Ce

a new trial instead of asking the = .. ’

commute the sentence.” .
Kunstler said this sccount is,
“completely’ false.” S
. *“I never made such a proposal
and 1 want to set the record .
straight,” Kunstler said. “‘as far
as T can recall, I have never done -
anything except exchange pleas-; " -
antries with members of the pros- - =" -
ecution with one exception. -
«] attended a meeting more' "
than a year ago in the Dallas o=, <"~ """
fice of Phil Burleson (a defense| ... " -

lawyer). Wade was present, but 1i -
do not believe Alexander was
there. We talked about the Ruby} ...
case in general terms. But meith-|” " -
er myself nor any other member| -
of the gelense staff suggested! -
that Wade agree to a life term in
retirn for a dismissal of our ap-
N l.ll N
- Kunstlgr said he had po conver- ’
igation with Alexander in Jack
sonville, B -
enis ko 3 S-man defense team
in thés case and we wosk-$ogethar
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Making Appeal Proposal | J/\
{ William M. Kunstler Q(?RNewas a team™ Kustler said <1 \C

never even thought in terms of

Kunstler chalienged Assistant)“not oppose” & ife erm Tor
Dist. Atty. William. F. Alexander's Ruby if defense lawyers dropped
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Yot Ruby was found sane dusing-s
brief hearing Monday after he calmly told
true mental capacity.”
returned the verdict 11 minutes after Dist.

deliberation of the 6svitness testimony.
Defense lawyers, split into two factions,

qgestioning of witnesses.

the State Court of Criminal Appea but
objected to as anconstitutional by delense
lawyers, s expected to clear the way for
an appeal court ruling on Ruby's original
trial, 2 habeas corpus petition based oo 2
book by Trial Judge Joe B. Brown, or both.

RUBY LAWYERS continued their dis-
greement over the status of Joe Tonahill of
Jasper after the hearing. Tonahill said he
is still in the case by appeals court order”
but other attorneys argued that mow that

Tonahill.".

under a death sentence for the murder of
Lee Harvey Oswald, walked to the witness
* gtand and annmnwdto'ﬂxeiury.ﬂuthe
never claimed to be insane. ~. °* :
“] try to answer every question intelli-
gently,” -hé said. ‘ o
Rubynlso&jectedtnﬂuenecasityd
four other witnesses’ testimony that they
had observed hih in his jail cell and con-’
sidered him of d mind. S :
Ruby's sister,| Mrs. Eva Grant of Dal-
las, shouted out ¥Phil” to defense attorney
Phil Burleson when Ruby rose from his
defense table seat. She later explained that
she did not want Ruby to testify but added,

.. 'MRS. GRANT blamed Tonahill and for-
mer Ruby lawyer Melvin Beli for the cur-
rent legal tangle. - -
Witnesses called by the state—four jail

guards and the jail doctor—testified they

_had observed Ruby and found him more in-

_ telfigent and alert than most prisoners.

Mrs. Marguerile Oswald, mother of Lee

from & seat in the rear of the courtroom.

the assassination of President John Ken-
wha made the only closing argument, ex-
. plained to the jury that the defense lawyers

&Tmsmd"'t;?nal questions. t———"_

a jury, “1 never tried to camouflage my
The jury of five women and seven men . - .- they want to hold back claiming this coa-
Judge Louis Holland ordered them to begin
dft not participate in jury selection or .
: Dallas said in a motion to Judge Holland

thet the forced sanity trial “may well im

A rofing in the sanity trial, orderpd by IR
- younize Jack Ruby from further prosecul

o &;:;::'—dlnyend..."

Ruby is legally sane, he can discharge -

Over objections by his attorneys. Rﬁby. <

e wanted t g it o his chest™ -

Harvey Oswald, watched the proceedings .

~ She explained that she is\sil‘l investi-
gating the case against her slailt son and - -
repeated claims that he was a “patsy”.in

Ausictant Dist. Atty. Bill Alexander, .

chose not to participate in the case because

eonstitutional rights,” Alexander said,
*They starled this proceedirg &nd now

gitutional rights business.” . .
Alexander accused the defense lawyers
of “piddling around” and added, “T almn%
feel sorry for Jack.” Dl
Tonahill and attorney Emmett Calvin of

for the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald

~—Dallas News Staff Photo by Aleck mn.
to hearing for Jack Ruby. ;
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