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Bf-*“! s Prediction: Pﬁzby
W ill Never Be Execuied

\ttorne\' Melvin Bel A
d yesterday that Jack
‘Riby will never be execu
edtior the murder of
Harvey Oswald, the ac-
‘cused assassin of President
Kennedy.

Belli made‘ the comment
shortly after the Texas Court
of Criminal Appeals ordered

Al

Ruby, who has been sen
iced {0 death.

‘Ruby will be judged to b

inpane and sent to an institu-
tion for the rest of his life.”
Belli told a news econference
here.

*He will.never be cxccut-
ed.!. .

‘INCOMPETENT
““What . the court did is
what we've been askmg it to
do — in brief, Ruby is incom-
petent {o deciend himself. Ev-
ervthing we said during the
trial has now come true,”
Belli said. .

. Thé—ssuwt=had scheduled
hearings March 10 on Ruby’s

that a sanily {rial be held for;

appeal from his murder con-
viction. However, it sudden)
ordered the insanity {rial
cause of a dispule ov
Ruby’s current attorne
J.J1. Tonahill of Texas.

Ruby's Tamily has tried lo
fire Tonahill, but the attor-
ney conlends Ruby is not
mentally competent either to
select his own lawyer or fake
part in an appeal.

FIRED

Eelli was Ruby"s defens
lawyer at the murder fria
and was later fired by
Ruby’s family. Jowever. he
said he had complcted only]

yesterday morning a 100-
pagc bricef to Le filed with
the.appeals body as a friend
of the court.

The atturney sharply crit-
icized Texos Judgr Jue B.
Brown. whoe presided at the

trial. and Dallas District -\I-.

torney Henry Wade.
Bofh men, Belli s, 1ild -
fo givwe Ruby a fair trial

which was conducted in such

a fashion that “no appcals
court under the sun coyld

ever confirm a gullty -
- | dict.” J
Belli said his briel wodld

have led {o a reversal of {he.
conviction, bul he added that’
neither Texas official wanled
that to happen. - :
LEAK - = =

To prevent such a reversal,’
Belli said, the_judge and the
! district at{orney leaked infor-7,
«mation that Rub) is insane-
‘“Once the cowrl hears 1hig-
stops.” [N
“They feel lhcv have sa\od
,Dalla: image as a law-abid-
ing cily.” Belli said. “Now-
there will he mercy lrom-
Dallas for Ruby. But what-

*kind of mercy? Is like oper-"-

tating on o man for cancer.
vhen ke could have been-

ate at the aulopsy.”
1f psychiatric (rcalmcnt
had been given {o Ruby at-

the time, kecould have been B

ch_cured. Belh said.

y-—a

the appeals proceed:n o

“saved. but instcad Lhe\' opcr-'-
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