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For a capsule drama within
e {ramework of an immcense
(ﬁagedy, few episodes wecre
‘more gripping than the }t) de-
itector test which Jack L.
iinsisted on taking over the pro-
tests of attorneys, family and
{riends.

Eighty-{ive pages of testimony
from the Warren Commission
hearings tcll the story of the

any queslions put to him about
3his slaying of lee Harvey
“¥O0swald. -

1as County Jail last July 18.

P Wasn't Dissuaded
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convicled Ruby's determination
to make public his answers to

Except for a two-hour break,
the wrangling and questioning
went on for 10 hours in the Dal-

! The - rough-and-ready Ruby,
the hustler who went from Chi-
‘caga’s strects to Dallas’ night-
iclub district, emerzed from the
'controversial interrogation with
as good marks. as anyone could
expect under the circumstances.

He asked for the polygraph
*” test, was granted it by Commis-
- sion Chairman Ear] Warren and
neither his attorneys, Clayton

.+ Fowler and Joe Tonahill, nor his
*"closest advisers could dissaude
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tanswered Fowler, is iy your
| decision.” fl;)u.:_l;__a .

10 Scries of Questions V

The FBI polygraph expert,”
Bell P, Herndon, wcﬁt to gpr;'ati
lengths to explain the operation;
'to Ruby and to put him at ease,
The test was given in 10 scries
of queslions, each series lasting
3 minutes or less with breaks
between.
It finally was agrced that!
Alexander would be -permittedi
to hear the preliminary ques-
tions, but would leave the room!
when Herndon directed them for
a response on tl... polygraph.
Most of the questioning went
smoothly with Ruby apparently
in a cooperative, chatty and
amiable mood. But on occasion}-
he tried to help Herndon re-
phrase long questions. Once thxsr
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lead to the ludicrous situation of
Alexander horning in with a
suggestion about how a question
should be shaped. -

This was during a series
dealing with the question of
premeditated murder, which .
Fowler warned was the wvery |
crux of Ruby's hops for even-
tual reversal or clemency.

Ncgative Answer -
To the question: “Aside from

The Washington Postend i
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The Wasnington Dally N ws ) N
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Ty . him. . anything you said to George New York Herald Tribune
- 3% ! In'fact, Ruby nearly drove his|Senator (Ruby's _roommate) New York Journal-American -3
*3 " “legal counscl to distraction by Sunday morning, did you ever : -——-7 .
= iinsisting, before and during theltcll anyone else you intended to . New York Mitfof e . b
~* %test, that it must be released tlo shoot Oswald?” Ruby answered . New York Daily News ™
#ihe putlic as soon as possible! “No. o .
- fjand by insisting that William F. But even after the questionin New York Post - =
' Alexander, representing th ejbegan, Ruby was nmot sat;tsﬁ The New York Times
District Altorney's office, shouldithat the district attorney's of: The Worker )
be Ict in on the quiz. . ficé was not getting his answers} ,.. e SThe New Lander
§ Fovlor repeatedly tried to)first hand, , PRI B L L
convince Ruby that by divulging| “I've already told it to the . The wall Street lonmﬂl‘_.______"_
{information {o the district at-Warren Commission,” Ruby = . - The National Observer :
“ Jtorney he might be destroying|pleaded with Fowler. s .., People’s World _
his last chance in the ‘event hej “Licien, Jack,” the sattorney . & i

won a new trial.

back now,” said Ruby.

“T've got the monkey oo my

“Well, you've got more than a
monkey oa your back, Jack,”

Date

begged, “will you please listen
to me? This man got up down
there and afkc& theh]gry' to send
ou to the electric chair.”
Y «f know it.” Ruby answered,
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*] want him inbere ln.d T want ﬂcmdoi\ ‘ xﬁave Ruby a higfl
yor-w-zsk him to come in,|score on the test—provided ue
please.” et _ '{was ‘mentally compcient. He
Alexander continued to re- said Ruby answered all relevant,

main out of the ‘room during and pertinent questions without!
Helrndon'; gucstionin;id foru the ! indication of deceplion.
polygraph, but Ruby" relentiess-. . Ly
ly insisted on the prosecutor Ruby s Score o Jligk
getting in on the act. For ' inslance he answered
Stayed Out of Room ‘negalively, with good responses

ion the machine, to such qucs-
1In his anxicty to show his all-(tions as “Did you know Oswald}f
out cooperation. Ruby once said: before Nov. 22, 1963:, “Did you{ -
to the man who had asked theiassist Oswald in the assassina-.
death sentence for him: tion?", “llave you cver been a
«Biil, 1 think you can give member of a group advocating
these I'\(-oplc ceriain quc_ﬂions {he violent ovsr(hrqw of the U.S.
and more potent oncs than they Government?™, “Did you have a
know, because you probablyj&un when you went to the Frid -
know a lot of things {hat you day qunu‘;'htjprcss conference
have in your own mind that attheJail?™ i, o E N
youd like to have answered: The answer Wwas “yes™ when -
too - . e : I(\)c w:lag askcd(:’e"Did you s;xoot_
“Jack, My can't think of jQSWA in order to save Mrs.
an)?lhi:g Ix-fﬁﬂfc to ask,” the Kcnnedy the ordeal of a trial?” °
prosécutor replicd. - l(l::':y alst?o fa‘dh ';g’ es™ hm ﬁx‘ms‘:.
. sy | U about whether he
nﬁy';,';"g‘ac;ing:“e he surprised} o ideq to shoot Oswald Nov.
«Jack, you arc a good man.” € 0 S
“:x‘h e Br ﬁ’u pon g"b’ h;gﬂied. Became Less Candid
“Who, Bill?” and they a3 . . .
st ori P Ruby became less candid on
mmglc privale conversation. so-calied control-iype  questions; -
Test Is Described concerning his parsonal lifc.b;!){e;
- was upscl over questions about,
t tgtmﬂgg;o:“?es‘::ibdp‘?y %{aﬂh whether he wzs married, or had
b Arlen S run into difficulty while servings
E;:rcgt detail for Aricn Specter,to ihe armed forecs, of hadt
Elassistant, Warren Commission| . o4 (ime in jall T T
!counscl, who also presided at il
E R Rty o il
answcy Ui questions,
1 St st 0 o e e el
siview of the testimony of three :ns ll)‘ehg{hthnt‘_the kxllcr was m
1psychialtrists, including Dr. Wil- ouch with reality. = =0 - .
iliam Beavers, as 1o Ruby's! Ruby refused to answer at alk:
,mental instability. . when llerndon a'.'-kcd (1) “Do;
| Hicrndon left open the question|YoU think members of your{ -
as to Ruby's mental competen- family are now in danger be-] :
cy. but agreed that Dr.- Beaversj€3use of what you did? and (2)§ - .
had concluded that Ruby Is Mr. Fowler in danger be-
scemed to be “awarc of the cause he is defending you?” -
questions’ and that he under-] Asked these questions before
stood them, and that he was he was wired for polygraph,
giving answers based on an!Ruby had answered “yes".to
! appeosssticn of reality.” | BN ~saerrily
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