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kuBY Q. & A—CONCLU""‘"

CONFIDEN‘HAL o
PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION
ON THE :

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

Dallas, Texas
Sunday, June 7, 19“
© " 11:45 am.-2:50 p.am.
PROCEEDINGS
RUBY: How can I prove the authenticity of what 1 havs
stated here today? '
" CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, you have Lestified
urdcr oath, and I don't even know that Lhere is anything te
disprove what you have said.

RUBY: No, because I will say this. You don't know if thers
is-&friimiTy to disprove, but at this moment, thers is g eertain
organization In this area that has been indoctrinated, that X

—iRK ANKIN: Would you tell us what this is?
- RUBY: The John Birch Society.
! - MR. RANKIN: Can you tell us what basis you hxve lor
thlt Mr. Ruby?
RUBY: Just & feeling of Jt. Mr. Warren. you don't recall
* when I--Friday night after lc:.Vlng the Times Herald, I went
lo my apartment and very Impatiently awakened George
Eenator. As & matter of fact, used the words, as I state, “You
will have to get up. George. I want you to go with me. And he
had been .In bed for a couple of hours, which was sbout, I

pack & Polaroid. and he sald “Yes.™
And I said “Get up.”
Larry. And In the meantime, X don't recall if I stopped at the
Post Office to {ind out this box number of this Bernard Weis-

; man. I think the box number was 1792, or something to that:
and then there was, If came to my mind when I left the Times
Herald—I am skipping back—why I had awakened George.

Warren.” You -have heard something sbout that?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I read lomcuﬂng in the
paper, yes. that is all.

RUBY: And It came from New Bedford, or Massachusetts;
T don't recall what the town was. And there was a similar
number to that, bul I thought at the time it would be the same
number of 1782, bul it was 1757. That {s the reason I went
down there to take the Polaroid picture of it, because of that
remaining in the City at the time. Whai happened to the
picture, I don't know I asked Jim Bowle or Alexander to
tell you.

MR. RANKIN: Dxd you know Welsmln before that?

says & word.
*KIR. BOWIE: W__ngv:z_h»vr -rerLtth R

——————————

l am the one that was in the plot to assassinate our President. *..
e

imagine, about 4:30 or & quarter to 5:00 in the morning. And"
I called the Club and I asked this kid Larry if he knew how to

And we went down and picked up

I recall seeing a sign on s certain billboard “Impeach Earl

RUBY: Never kn:v. him. When I sald Jim Bowie, no one
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Who Was the Rich Oil Manf— -

RUBY: They were in my person.’ - ) - . L e o, C =

MR. BOWIE: But no evidence came? ST e e e o

RUBY: No, it did not. never. As a matter of fact Ywent = -~ "' == oo
to the Post Office to check on Box 1792.1 even inquired with ~ ~ " S S :
the man in charge of where you purchase the boxes, and I ) -
said to him, “Who bought this box?” And he said. “Tcan'tgive ~ © = 777770
you the information. All I know ls, it is & legitimate business
box purchase.” And I checked t.he vtrloul contents of malil .
there. . . R .

MR, RANKIN: Did you know officer Tippet? ) - ’ - )

RUBY: I knew there was three Tippits on the {orce. The
only one I knew used to work for the Special Services, lnd 1
am certain this wasn'l Lhe Tipplt, wasn't the man. - Tk

MR. RANKIN: The man that was murdered. There was o S : :
s story that you were seen sitting in your Carousel Club with ~ . - - . . [ . . ..
Mr. Welsman, Officer Tippit, and another who has been Lt R
called a rich oil man, at one time shortly before the uusxin;-
tion. Can you tell us anything about that?

RUBY: Who was Lhe rich oll man? : ) ©

MR. RANKIN: Can you remember? We haven't been told. ;. -+ .. 7
We are just Lryinx to find out anything that you know a.bout

~RIMV: I am the one that made :uch a big Issue of - o chonoid
1 Bernard Weisman's ad. Maybe you do things to coler up, ¥ - R e
you are capable of doing it. As a matter of fact, Saturdsy ’ ST R
afternoon we wenl over to the tour of his lounge, and it wasa - Sl S
whole hullabaloo, and I showed the pictures “Impeach Earl - - T T
Warren™ to Bclocchio, and he saw the pictures and got very . B
emotional. And Belocchio said, “I have got to leave Dallas.™ - -
And suddenly after making that statement, I realized it
is his incspability, and suddenly you do things impulsively,
and suddenly you realize If you love the City. you stay here
and you make the best of it. And there were witnesses. I sald,
“The City was good enough for you all before this. Now you
feel that way about L. And that was Belocchio. As far as
Tippit. it is not Tippitts, it is not Tippitts, it is Tippit. -
MR. RANKIN: This Weisman and the rich oll man, d.ld
you ever have a1 conversation with them? R
RUBY: There was only & few. Bill Rudman from the
_YMCA, and T haven't seen him in years. And there iz 3 Bill
Howard. but he is not a tich oll man. He owns t.he Sbork Club
now. Be used to dabble in ofl. .

‘1 Have Never Been in Jail’ ~

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: This story was given by &
fawyer by the name of Mark Lane, who Is representing Mrs.
Marguerite Oswald, the mother of Lee Harvey Oswald. and it
was in the paper; s0 we subpoenaed him. and he testilied that
someone had given him information to the effect that & week
or Lwo before President Kennedy was assassinated, that in
your Carousel Club you and Weisman and Tippit. Officer
‘Tippit. the one who was killed, and a rich ol man hld hadan =~
Interview or conversation for an hour or two. -

And we asked him who it was that told him. nnd he ssid ceoe
that it was conlidential and he couldn't tell at the moment, = .. "=~ - =7 -
but that he would find out for us If whether he could be - :
released or nol from his confidential relationship.. He has
never done it, and we have written him several letiers asking . N
fim 1o disclose the name ot that person, and h’é‘m'm:r L -




. St e T

RUBY: Isn't that foollsh? If 8 man Is patriofic enangh
in LHETIrsTplace, who am I Lo be concerned if he wasn't an
{nformer. I am incarcerated, nothing to bde worried about
anyone hurting me. ° - A L

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Ruby. T am nol ques- ST e
tioning your story at all. I wanted you to know the background o
of this thing. and to know that it was with us only heresay. .. e
But I did feel that our record should show that we would ask R
you the question and that you would answer it, and you have T L
answered it : : e

RUBY: How many days prior to lhe sssassinalion was )
that? . CoL '

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: My recollection is that it
was & week or two. Is that correct? K

RURY: Did anyone have any knowledge that their be-
loved President was going to visit here prior to that time. or .
what s the definite time that they knew he was comingte - - < .
Dallas? - - - s B

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, I don’t know just what  _ . -
those dates are. e e R

RUBY: I see. . C

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: T just don'{ know—Wer—we o
wanted to ask you that question, because this man had -~ - o e TR

testified and we have been trying ever since to get hism #a tnetye oo e
the source of his information, but he will not do it, so we S SR
leave the maiter as it 1s. . . P U e s

RUBY: No.Iam as innocent regarding any conspiracy as ‘ S :

any of you geniiemen in the room, and I don't want anything
to be run over lightly. I want you to dig into it with any biting,
any guestion that might*embarass me. or anything that might
- . | bring up my background, which isn't so terribly spotted—I
have never been a criminal—I have never been in jall—I know
when you live in the City of Chicago and you are in the liveli-
hood of sclling tickets to sporting events, your -lucrative
patrons are some of these people, but you don’t mean anything
to these people. You may know them as you gel acquainied -
with them at the sporting events or the ball park, : ’

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: The prize fights? . R

RUBY: The prize fights. If that was your means of livell- - .. [
hood, yet you don't have no other affiliation with them, so . .
when I say I know them, or what I have read {rom stories of -
. personalities that are notorious, that is the extent of my in-
- . volvement in any criminal activity. I have never been & book-
maker. I have never stolen for a living. T am nol a gangster.
I have never used a goon squad for unions sctivities.

All I was, was a representative to sound out applications .
for the American Federation of Labor, and if the employes LT
would sign it, we would accept them as members. I never knew . s
what a goon looked like in Chicago, with the exception when 1
went to the service. I never belonged to any subversivé organ-
{zation. I don’t know any subversive people that are sgainst : .
my beloved country. : ; -

MR. RANKIN: You have never been connected with the e T e Y
Communist Party? ’ . T

RUBY: Never have. All 1 have ever done in my life—I had s -3
a very rough start in life, but anything I have done, I at least - R, :
try to do it in rood taste, whatever I have been active In. -
T MR. RANKIN: There was & story that you had a gun with - ~

el - -7 you during the show up that you described in the large room . .
there. : T

: RUBY: I will be honest with you. I lied about it. It isn't s0. - DA eI e
I didn't have a gun. But in order fo make my defense more

A .- sdsurstsrs0 save your life, that is the reeson that'wiwiemtnt - o . K -
O was made. S ” — L : T
s . -

B ; - e e . . .
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A2 _RANKIN: 1t would be quite helpful to the Lammis-
sion if you could—in the first place, I want to-get to the irip
to Cuba. Was that in 18587 :

RUBY: Yes. Because T had to buy 8 §2 ticket. & pass 10 get

through Florida.

~ Any Other Trip to Cuba?

MR. RANKIN: Did you have any other trip to Cuba?
RUBY: Never. That is the only one that I made. I stayed
at the Volk's Apartments with Mr. McWillie, lived in his

wouldn't know how to speak their language. 1 wouldn't know
who to cominunicate with them. I probably had two dates
{rom meeting some young ladies I got to dancing with, because
my dinners were served in the Tropicana. One thing I forgot
to tell you—you are bringing my mind back o & few things—
the owners, the greatest that have been expelled {rom Cubs.

are thc Fox brothers. They own the Tropicant. - B
MR. RANKIN: who are the Fox brothers? )

| RUBY: Martin Fox. and I cant shink of the other name.” ' 7" v

MR. RANKIN: Do you know where they sr¢ 1ocated now?
RUBY: They are In Miami, Florida. They kxnow everything
‘ahout McWillie, 1 heard;: and know the officials. I met
McWillle because he came to the Club, and he came to the
Club to look over the show. And you get to talk to people and
meet & lot of different types of people. The Fox brothers came

to Dallas—I don't know which one it was—io coliect & debt .

that some man owed the Cotton Gin Company here. .

Do you know their name, Mr. Bowie?

MR. BOWIE: Murray. or something. - -

RUBY: He gave mb some bad checks on & gambling debt,
and they came to visit me. The lawyer. 1 think, is Mark
Lane. That is the stiorney that was killed in New York?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: That is the {ellow who rep-

rescnts or did represent Mrs. Marguerite Oswald. 1 think I

sead in the paper where he no longer represents her. o .
MR. RANKIN: He is still alive though. R
CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: Oh yes.

RUBY: Thers w2t one Lane that was xilled in 2 taxicab. .

{1 thought he was an attorney’in Dallas.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: That was & Dave Lane.

RUBY: There Is & very prominent sttorney in Dallas, . ... T
McCord. McCord represents the Fox brothers here. They ° .

called me becauss the Fox brothers wanted to see me. snd I
came down to the hotel. And Mrs. McWillie—Mr. McWwillle
was married to her st that time—and if I recall, 1 didn’t show
\ them off to the airport at that time. That i{s when they were
' gtill living in Havana, the Fox brothers. We had dinner at—

" Jhow do you prénounce that yestaurant at Love Field? Luau?

-

# That serves this Chincse food. Dave McCord. I was in his

presence.
attorney by the name of Leon.Is he associated with McCord?

) Apd there was 3 McClain.

ZHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Allred was killed fia taxiln =

© i

apariment. Ate directly in a place called Wolf's, downstairs. -

and 1 was invited out Lo dinner, and there was sn -
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_ see you.

New York. . -

“"XUBY: He was at this dinner meeting I had with McCord.
1 don’t know if Mrs. McWillie was along. And one of the Fox
trothers, because they had just been swarded the case that
this pefrson owns, this Gin Company, that was compelled to
pay off.

ME. RANKIN: T think, Mr. Ruby, it would be quite helpful ~ -
to the Commission if you could tell, ms you recall it, just what - - ...
you said to Mr. Sorrells and the others after the shooting of

Lee Harvey Oswald. Can you reca}l that?

Very Much Broken Up

RUBY: The only one I recall Mr. Sorrells in, there wers

some incorrect statements made at this time.
MR. RANKIN: Can you tell us what you said?
CONGRESSMAN FORD: First, tell us when this took

. place. .

MR. RANKIN: How soon after the shooting occurred?
RUBY: Well, Ray Hall was the first one that inlerrogated

me. Wanted to know my whole background. e
MR. RANKIN: Can you tell us how soon was it? Withins "

few minutes after the shooting? N
RUBY: No. I waited in a little room there somewh:
upstairs in—I don't know what floor it was. I don't recall.
MR. RANKIN: Where did this occur, on the third floor?
RUBY: One of those floers. I don't know whether {t was
the third or the second. If you are up on an elevator—
MR. RANKIN: Can you glve us any idea of the time after
the shooting?

RUBY: I spent an hour with Mr. Hall, Ray Hall. And 1

was very much, I was very much broken up emotionally, and
1 constantly repeated that I didn’'t want Mrs. Kennedy to come

Eack to trial, and those were my words constantly repeated to =~ ©

Mr. Hall.”

And I heard there was & statement made—now T am
skipping—and then I gave Mr. Hall my complete backaround
about things he wanted to know. my earlier background going
back from the years, and I guess there was nothing else to

say to Hall because as long as I stated why I did it—it snot -

like planning a crime and you are confessing something. 1

slready confessed, and all 1t Look Is one sentence why Ididft. .~ ° '~ -

Now what else could I have said-that you think I could have
s2id? Refresh my memory a little bit.

MR. RANKIN: There was & conversation with Mr. Bor-
rells in which you told him about the matter. Do you remember
that? : .

RUBY: The only thing T ever recall I sald to Mr. Ray Hall
2nd Sorrells was, I said, “ Being of Jewish faith, I wanied to

show my love for my President and his lovely wife.” After I =~ ‘

gald whatever I said, then a statement came out that someone

fniroduced Mr. Soryells to me and I said, “What are you, & .

newsman.” Or something to that elfect. Which is really—what
1 am trying Lo say is. the way it sounded is like I was looking
107 pubiitity and inquiring if you are & newsman, Pwanieito




Cd . Bul T am certain—T don't recall definitely, but T know in i
T nfy TIETT mind, because I know my motive for doirg—fi—exd . =
eertainly to gain publicity to take & chance of being mortally .
wounded, as T said before, and who else could have timed ft o -7 ¢ -
perfcctly by seconds. . A
¥ If jt were timed that way. then someone In the Police - -1 )
* Department is guilty of giving the Information a5 to when FE T
Lee Harvey Oswald was coming down. R N
L .Y 1 never made & statement. T never inquired from the e L
TR television man what time is Lee Harvey Oswald eoming down. : N )
o Because really, & man in his right mind would never ask that ’ LT e

question. I never made the statement “I wanted to get thres
| more off. Someone had to do it. You wouldn't do it.” I never
1 made those statements.

‘No Malice in Me...”

I never called the man by any obscene name, because as 1
stated earlier, theve was no malice in me. He was insignificant,
Lo my feelings for my love for Mrs. Kennedy and our beloved
President. He was nothing comparable to them, s0 I can't
explain it. .
I never used any words—as a matter of fact, there were
questions at the hearing with Roy Pryor and & few others—
I may have used one word “a little weasel” or something, but
I didn’t use it, I don't remember, because Roy said it. If he S D e
32id.1 did, T may have sald it. I never made the statementto § ~ =+ -~ ST T T
anyone that I intendgd to get him. I never used the obscene B ‘
words that were stated. Anything I sald was the emotional T
- feeling of I didn’t want Mrs. Kennedy to come back to trial. PR
. CONGRESSMAN FORD: It has beén alleged that you
. went out to Parkland Hospital. - .
Do : . RUBY: No, 1 didn't go there. They tried to ask me. My
o sisters asked me. Some people told my sister “that you were
- there. I am of sound mind. I never werit there. Everything that
transpired during the tragedy, I was at the Morning News

P . building. oo e
' -CONGRESSMAN FORD: You didn't go out there subse- .7~ . :
qtent to the assassination? : —

RUBY: No. In othér words, like somebody Is_trying to .
: nraxe-mesomething of a martsr tn that case. No, I never
T - . Does this conflict with my story and yours in great length?
I MR. MOORE: Substantislly the same, Jack, as wellas I

MR. RANKIN: Did you say anything about people of your
religion have guts, or something like that? :

RUBY: I said it. I never said if up there. I said, T could -
have said, “Weren't you afraid of getting your head blown -
off?” I said, “Well, to be truthful, I have a little nerve™ I
could have said that. Now I could have said to the doczgrl .
that was sent to me, Bromberg, because there’is a certain -
familiarity you have because it is like you have an attorney -
representing you. it is there. I mean, it is there.

But I did say this. McWiilie made a statement about me,
something to the effect that “he is considered & pretty rough -
guy.” this McWillie. He said, “One thing about Jack Ruby. he .
runs this Club and no one runs over him.” And you have & .
different tvpe of entertainment here than any other part of _
thecoarisy, our type of entertainment. But I don't recall that. :
I could have sald Lhe sentimental feeling thal I may Savg_g?éu.
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"L ONTRESSMAN PORD: When you flew to Cuba. where
did you go from Dallas en route? What was the siep by siep
process by which you srrived at Havana?

RUBTY; I think I told Mr. Mocre 1 stopped in New Orleans. -
Bomelime I stopped in New Orleans, and I don't remember Y . . .
stopped In Florida or New Orleans, but I know I gid stop in .
New Orleans, because J bought some Carioca Rum coming back.

I know I was to Miami on a stopover. I could hare been on
the way back. I only went to Cuba once, so naturally, when I : -
bought the Carioca Rum, there was a couple of fellows that -
sell tickets for Delia Airlines, and they know me like I know :

_you. and I am sure you. gentlemen have spoken to them, and

and I told them why I was going there, and who I was golnx
to look yp. and everything else.

1 Moments After Shooting

ploycs in New Orleans or Dallas?
' RUBY: No, in New Orleans. Evidently I went out to Delta
. Alrlines at Love Field and caught the plane. I may have taken

.made a double stop from Mavans on the way back in taking
:in Miami, and then taking another plane to New Orleans, X
* :am not certain. But I only made one trip to Havana. Yet I - -
“know I was in Miami, Florida, and I was in New Orleans. And .
the next time I went to New Orleans. when 1 tried {o look up
£ome show girl by the name of Jada, I stopped in ic see the
-same feliows at Delta Airlines.
e MR. RANKIN: Do you recall going up the elevator after
_the shooting of Oswald?
RUBY: That iz so small to remember, I guess ¥ is auto-
_atic, you know.
N MR. RANKIN: Did you have this gun a long whne that
- you did Lthe shooting with?
...  BUBY: Yes. . —
MR. RANKIN: You didn't um u an l.he ume’ ’ s
RUBY: I did. 1 had i in & little bag with money con-
‘stantly. T carTy my money.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARR!:N Congressman, do you hlve
anything further?

- RUBYX: You can gel more oul. of me. Let's not break up . :
*too soon. - T
CONGRESSMAN mnn When you got to Ba.nnl.. who R

‘mel you in Havana? .

“.- RUBY: McWillle. Now here Is whal happened One of the
Fox brothers came to visit me in Dallas with his wiie; they
came to the Vegas Club with Mrs. McWiilie, and we had taken -
some pictures, 8x10's. Evidently the Fox’s were in exile at that
{ime, becanse when I went to visit McWillie, when he gent me
“the plane tickets, they looked through my luggage and they

: Motograph of Mr. Fox and his wife. They didn’t inter-
|- “rogate, but they went through everythinz and ma'm—nﬂ’ ST
. for hours. e e — )

s

" they were to tell me where to go in Havana, and have a ball, S R

;f CONGRESSMAN FORD: They were Delta Alrknes e o« G ot _ szt

‘the flight—here fs what could have happened. I could have  ~ . - -

= ——————— s — —
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~—CONZRESSMAN PORD: Castro employes? R
7 RURY: Yes. Because evidently, in my ignorance, T diait .
--Tealize 1 was bringing & picture they Xnew was a bitter enemy. . .
. Al that time they knew that the Fox brothers weren't going to - !
- Jell. or something was going to happen. Whether it was they - - . . "L AR
".were In exile at that time, I don’t know. But they came to my - o, L L.
club, the Vegas Club, and we had taken pictures. T ST
Mr. McWillie was waiting for me, and he saw me go . - - o
- through the Customs line for a couple of hours, and he said,
" “Jack. they never did this to anyone before.” Evidently they Cnne L i -
hed me pretty well lined up as to where T come in thepicture 00 7T S0 UL e
< of Mr. Rivera Fox. T can't think of his name. : - -
CONGRESSMAN FORD: You spent eight days there in
. Havana? . *
RUBY: Yes. approximately. .
CONGRESSMAN FORD: And you stayed at the apart- . B
.ment of Mr— . : B T A
. RUBY: Volk's Apartments. T never used the phone. X s . -
‘wouldn't know how to use the phone. Probably to eall back to
--Dallas. And the only time Mr. McWillie had to be at the Club
. early, 50 I remained a little later in town—not often—because o - -y
- 1 saved money when I rode with him, because they charge -~ U Toaas s el
1 you quite 2 bit. But I didn't want to get there too early, . ... . .. .
- because to get there at 7:00 o'clock wasn't very lively. Because < .
. I would always be with him for the complete evening. We leave -
ihe place and stop somewhere to get coffee, a little dugout—
1 saw Ava Gardner down there at the time when I was there. :
- Bhe was visiting there. i o L
; CONGRESSMAN FORD: What prompted you to leave at -
the end of eight days? + LV
RUBY: I was bored because gambling Isn't my profession, - .
and when you have a business to run, and there weren't many
" fourists T could get acquainted with there. I went to the Capri
rooftop o go swimming. and went to the Nacional to go k
. swimming once. . o - -
CONGRESSMAN FORD: Did you éver go to Mexico? - - - L e e
Have you ever been to Mexico? FS e T VPR
RUBY: The only time, thirty or forty years ago, 1934. ; B B B
—CONGRESSMAN FORD: This trip to Cuba was the only
_Ume you left the country other than military service? =
-7 "RUBY: Actually T didn't leave in the military. T was
azlztionad three and a half years in the States. Let's :%?n'ercr
oul of the United States except at one time to Havana, Cubs. -
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Now you said there were
some other things. Would you mind telling us anything you
have on your mind? - . R
RUBY: No. because as ¥ said earlier, you seem to have
gotten the juicy part of the story up to now in the vaiious
spasmodic way of my telling it. How valuable am I to you to

*
’
1
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give you all this information? : . e
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, how valuable s rather Voo e,
an indefinite term, but I think it Is very helpful to our Com- e T A
mission Report. I think the report would have been deficient -
if it had not becn for this Interview we have had with you.
Eo we are interested in anything that you would like to tell us, -
in your own language. N . R
RUBY: The only thing is this. If T cannot get these tests N
you give, it Is pretty haphazard to tell you the things I should - - - :
tell you Mr. Moore, you seem to have known more about my - ool
fnterrogation than anybody else, right? o
MR MOORE: I think you have told us about everything = = -
you told me. e
MR. RANKIN: It Isnt entirely clear how you feel that .. .
Your family and you yourself are threatened by your telling IR
what you have to the Commission. How did you come to the -
conclusion that they might be killed? Will you tsll us a little .
bil more about that, if you can? . — i




l

_ conspiracy to kxill our President.

RUBY: Well, assuming that, as T stated ¥fore. some -
rersoreeare accusing me falsely of being part af the ploi
naturally, in all the time from over six months sgo, my Gorar R
family has been so intcrested in helping me. o T N

MR. RANKIN: By that, you mean a party e the plot of e
Oswald? - -

RUBY: That T was party to & plot to sllenze Oswald. S

All right now, when your famlly belleves yox and knows : - REE
wour manneriems and your thoughts, and knows yaur sincerity, - -
they have lived with you all your life and know yoxr emotional .
feelings and your patriotism—on the surface, tht:m me unly : :
crmrzmuy assailant of Oswald, md by helpingm ¢ they

have, going all out. My brother who has a successil business,
I “kmow—re i5 going to be killed. And I haven't T
years. And suddenly he feels that he wants da help me, RV .
because he believes that I couldnt be any furtker involved PR e

! than the sctual. - .

When I told him I did i because of Mrs. Kennedy, that is
all he had to hear, because I would never involve mzr family or
invoive him in & conspiracy. Everyone haven't let me down.
Because they read the newspapers away f{rom Dallas that -
stated certain facts aboul me but they are untrue, lerause they
wouldn’t come out and put those things in the newspapers
that they should be putting in; and people outsife of Dallas
read th2 Dallas newspapers and are all in sympatky with me, .
-85 far as the country itself. LT e T T

That they fele, well, Jack did it. They probabiy fclt they . . .
would do the same thing. That sympathy isn't gong to help
me,. bacause the people that have the power here, fisy have a
different verdict. They already have me as the acrased assas-
sin of our beloved President. Now if I sound screwyttmnz you
this, then I must be screwy.

CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Ruby, I thxk you are
entitled to s statement to this effect, becsuse you have been
frank with us and have told us your story. I thinkI can say S ..
to you that there has been no witness before this Cammission - - I e
out of the hundreds we have questioned who has claimed to i -
have any personal! knowledge that you were & plﬁ.v ta sn’

RUBY: Yes. But you don't know this area hem. :

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, I don't vourh for ln’- L
thing except that I think I am correct in that, am I not?

MR. RANKIN: That is correct.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I just wantad fo tell you
before our own Commission, and I might say to ysur also that s )
we have explored the situstion. e S

‘Birch Society ‘Falsehoods® -

RUBY: I know, but I want to say this to you If certain R
people have the means and want to gain something by o L
propagandizing something to their own use, they will make
ways to present dertain things that I do look guiliy.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, I will make this addi-
tional statement to you, that if any witness sheuld testify
before the Commission that you were, to their ksowledge, &
party {o any conspiracy to assassinate the Presidet, I assure = . - P g
ydu that we will give you the opportunity {o deny it and to B S
take any tests that you may desire to disprove if. T dont -~ o e T
snticipate that there will be any such testimony, but should
there be. we will xive you that opportunlty. Does that seem
fair? S . -

e b
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RIMY: No. That isn't going to save my family—
o cgmmr JUSTICE WARREN: Well, we uym't doeverything .7 -
ol | R
RUBY: 1 am in a tough spot, and I don’t know what the
solution can do to save me. And I know our wonderful Presi-
dent, Lyndon Johnson. as soon as he was the President of his -
eountry, he appointed you as head of this group. But through ’ - :
certain falsehoods that have been said about me to other - - I
people, the John Birch Society, I am as good as guilty as the Lo e
accused assassin of President Kennedy. How can you remedy - - L e T
that. Mr. Warren? Do sany of you men have any ways of ’ T
remedying that? Mr. Bill Decker said be @« man and speakup. - - L :
1 am making a statement now that I may not live the next O P
hour when I walk out of this foom. oo
Now it 15 the most fantastic story you have ever heard in
a lifetime. I did something out of the goodness of my heart.
Unrqrtum.tely, Chief Earl Warren, had you been around five
or six months ago. and I know your hands are tied, you
couldn’t do it, and immediately the President would have - - -
gotten & hold of my true story, or whatever would have been -
said about me, a certain organization wouldn't have so com-
pletely formed now, so powerfully, to use me because I am of
the Jewish extraction. Jewiskh faith, to commit the most - °
dastardly erime that has ever been committed. s
Can you understand now in visualizing what happened,
what powers, what momentum has been carried out to create
thic faeling of mass feeling against my people, against eertafn -
people that wers acainst them prior to their power. That goes

.

puer_wanr head, doesd't 1t? - o :

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, I don’t guite gt the
full significance of it, Mr. Ruby. I know what you feel about
the John Birch Bociety. R .

RUBY: Very powerful. )

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I think it is powerful, yes
1 do. Of course I don't have sl the information that you feel
you have on that subject.

RUBY: Unfortunately, you don’t have, because it is too
late. And I wish that our beloved President, Lyndon Johnson,
would have delved deeper into the situation, hear me, not to
zccept just circumstantial facts about my guilt or innocence,
and would have questioned to find out the truth about me
before he relinquished certain powers to these certain people.
co CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, I am afraid I don't

M . know what powers you believe he relinquished to them. Ithink -
that is difficult about what you have to say. .
. RUBY: I want to say this to you. The Jewish people are
being exterminated at this moment. Consequently, & whole
new form of government is going to take over our country, and
1 know I won't live to see you another time. Do 1 sound sort
of screwy In telling you these things? e -
CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: No, I think that is what you
belleve, or you wouldn't tell it under your osth. )
RUBY: But it is a very serious situation. I guess it is too
“ tate to stop it. isn't it? Al right, I want to ask you this. All
you men have been choszn by the President for this committee,
S 1s that correct? :
seeae . CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Congressman Ford and I are
T the only members of the Commission that are here. Mr. Rankin
of the Commission is employed as our Chief Counsel. Mr. AR
Rankin employed Mr. Specter and Mr. Ball as members of the ~ “2 . .7 -l
staff. You know who the other gentlemen here arc. You know
that Mr. Moore {s & member of the Secret Scrvice, and he has
been & laison officer with our staff since m@qn
Was Jormied.




CONGRESSMAN FORD:' Are there any other guestions
that ought to be asked to help clarify the situatioz that you
described? .

RUBY: There is only one thing. If you Hon't taks me back
to Washington tonight to give me a chance to prove to. the :
President that I am not gullty, then you will see the most -
tragic thing that will ever happen. And if you don't have the .~
bower to take me back, I won't be around to be abie to prove
my Innocence or guilt. Now up to this ‘moment, I have been
talking with you for how long? . .

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: 1 would say for the better
part of three hours. o o

RUBY: All right, wouldn't it be ridiculous for me to speak

-4 scnsibly all this time and give you this climatic tex that ¥ .. .

have. Maybe something can be saved, something can be done. .

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, I don’t know what can -
be done, Mr. Ruby, bécauvse I don't know what you suticipate -
i we will encounter. ’ .
4 CONGRESSMAN FORD: It there anything more you can
tell us if you went back to Washington?

RUBY: Yes. Are you sincere in wanting to take me back?

CONGRESSMAN FORD; We are most interested in all
the information you have. ° .

RUBY: All I know is meybe something can be saved.
Because right now, I want to tell you this, I am used as &
scapegoal, and there is no greater weapon that you can use
to create some falsehood about some of the Jewish faith,
especially the terrible heilnous crime such as the killing of .-
President Kennedy. Now maybe -something can be mved. ) (
may not be too late. whatever happens, if our President, - =
Lyndon Johnson, knew the truth about me. But i Iam "
eliminated, there won't be any way of knowing.

Right now, when I leave your presence now. ¥ am the
only one that ean bring out the truth to our President, who
believes in righteousness and justize. But he has been told, ¥ ¢
am-eaxtain that I was part of & plot to massinat;'_’-.m - .
dent. I know your hands are tied; you are helpless.

What have you got to answer to that, Chief Justice Warren? R

’ _ D‘el.'n‘and.s- fo SeAe LVBJ —_ I o
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CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Ruby. I think L can say,
{5 TG you, that if he has been told any such thing. there is no
indication of any kind that he believes it. .

RUBY: 1 am sorry. Chief Justice Warren, 1 thought I
would be very effective in telling you what I have said here.
But in all fairness to everyone, maybe all 1 want to do is beg
that if they found out T was telling the truth, maybe they can
succeed in what their motives are, but maybe my peopie won't
be tortured and mutilated.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, you may be sure tha.t " .

the President and his whole Commission will do anything that
s necessary to see that your people are not tortured. )
RUBY: No. . : -
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You may be sure of that.
RUBY: No. The only way you can do it is if he knows the
truth, that T am telling the truth, and why I was down in that
pasement Sunday morning, and maybe some sense of decency
will come out and they can still fulfill their plan, as 1 stated
before, without my people going through torture snd mutila~ -
tion. E
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: The President will know
evervthing that you have said, everyihing that you have said.
RUBY: But I won't be around, Chief Justice. I won't be
around to verify these things you are going to tell the President. .
MR. TONAHILL: Who do you think is going 0 eliminate
you. Jack? ’ - .
RUBY: I have been used for a purpose, and there will be
certain tragic occurrence happening if you don't take my testi-
mony and somehow vindicate me so my peopie don't suffer
because of what I have done. B
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: But we have taken your
testimony. We have it heve. Jt will be in permanent form {ar
the President of the United States and for the Congress of the
. United States. and for the Courts of the Unlted States. and for
people of the entire world. - -
1t is there. It will be recorded for all to see. That is the
purpose of our coming here today. We feel that you are entitied
to have your story told. R .
RUBY: You have lost me, though. You have lost me.
Chy Justice ‘Warren, o

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Lost you in what sense?

me sgaIn. . .
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, it is very hard for me . -
to believe that. I am sure that everybody would want to pro- -
tect you to the very limit. - )
RUBY: All I want is a-lie detector test, and you refuse
to give it to me. Because &s it stands now—and the truth
serum, and any other—Pentothal—how do you pronounce it,
whatever it is. And they will not give it to me. because I want
to tell the truth. And then 1 want to Jeave this world. But I
don't want my people to be blamed for something that s
untrue. that they claim has happened. .
. CEIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Ruby, 1 promise you that
you will be able to take such & test. . -
_RUBY: When? .

. . RUBY; I won't be around for you to come andqUUSHOA




CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You will have letstomagee -

“when we can figure that out. But I assure you, it won't be . T o -

delayed, because our desire is {0 terminate the work of the
Commissian and make our report to the public just as soonss - R
possible, s0 there won't be any misunderstanding caused by all oL ;
of these rumors or stories that have been put out thstmmt Tt T Wbt e
consistent with the evidence in the case. . . : L

But it will not be unnecessarily delayed, and we will do . T S
it on behalf of the Commission, I promise you. e :

RUBY: All T want, and I beg you—when are you going to
see the President?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, T have no date with
the President. I don't know just when. But as soon as I do ses

him, 1 will be glad to tell him what you have said.

RUDBY: All I want is to take a polygraph to tell the truth.
That is all T want to do.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes. That, I promlse o
can do.
RUBY: Because my pecople are going to suffer l.bmt S . ..
things that will be said about me. ~ e
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, well, $ promise. T BN
RUBY: Hold on another minute, E )
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: All right. ’ E
RUBY: How do you know if the facls I staled :bont. T SRR S
everything 1 said, statements wlth reference to, are the truth -~ - . -
or not? e : :
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN Well, if you wani a tst
made to test those principal questions, we will work them out
£0 they can be tested. As I understand it, you can't use the
polyaraph to say now this is the story. ) -
RUBY: I know that. R T .
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: To say you have the sloy : T
of Jack Ruby. You can’t do that. S - -
RUBY': I know that. You ean clarify questioning me when
T conceived the idea and what my answer would mturl.l!y bc
that Sunday morning. it

‘My Family Is Finished” .

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Maybe Ican help thesitus- ~ " .~ . "7 o000
tion this way. Suppose you list for us, if you can, the questions - - e : BN
that you would like to have asked of you on the polygraph to
establish the truth of your testimony. What things do you
consider vital in §t, and what would you like to have verlfied?
RUBY: Yes. But you are telling me to do these things—
these things are going to be promised, but you see they arent . [
going to let me do these things. Because when you leave her:. Gee e S ey
I am finished. My femily is finished. o . R
CONGRESSMAN FORD: Isn't it true, Mr. Chief Juxtiez.
that the same maximum protection and security Mr. Ruby has
been given in the past will be continued? .
" RUBY: But now that I have divulged certain lnformatlon
because I want Lo be honest, all I want to take iz 8 polygraph
test and tell the truth about things and combat the lies that .
have been told about me. Now maybe certain people dont =
wagnt.te ¥now the truth that may come oul of me:
plausnble" . .
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CONGRESSMAN FORD: In other words. the vozef
Juster-ims¥azreed, and 1 on the Commission wholchearznly
concur, that you will be given a polygraph test as expeditivasly

as possible. And I am sure you can rely on what has tesn

stated here by the Chairman. .
RUBY: How are we going to communicate and so on? A
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: We will communicate die

rectly with you. i
RUBY: You have 3 lost cause, Ear] Warren. You don't

sland a chance. They feel about you lke they do about we,

Chief Justice Warren. I shouldn't hurt your feelings in teling
you that.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: That won't hur} my feelings,
because I have had somie evidence of the feeling that some

people have concerning me.

RURBY: But you are the only one that can save me. T think T

Jou czn. .
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes? .
RUBY: But by delaylng minutes, you lose the chance.

And all I want to do is tell the truth, and that is 2ll. There

Was 1o conspiracy. But by you telling them what you are going

to do and how you are going to do it Is too late as of s

moment. .
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You take my word for it and
the word of Commissioner Ford, that we will do this thing at

the earliest possiblr moment, and that it will be done in time. _

It will be done in time. ’
RUBY: Wel.. yoa won't ever see me again, I tell you thet.

And T have lost my family. ) i

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes? ~ I
RURY! No. no. you don't believe me, do you? ’
CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: To be frank with you. X

believe thal you are not stating now what is the fact. I doa't

-say you don't believe it, but I believe that T will be able to e

you sgain and that we will be able to take this test that you

are speaking of. .
Well, T think we have tired Mr. Ruby. We have had him

here for close to four hours now. and I am sure our reparier

must be equally tired, but we appreciate your patience snd

your willingness to testify In this manner for us. - .
RUBY: ALY want to do is tell the truth, and the ozly

.way you can know it is by the polygraph, as this is the orly

way vau_sqn know. —

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: That we will do for you. -- - " .
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