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CONFIDENTIAL C -
TRESIDENT'S COMMISSION - ..
ON THE ’ T
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY
. Dallas, Texas
. M Sunday, June 7, 1964
: 11:45 a.m.-2:50 p.m.
PROCEEDINGS - :
RUBY: T went (o the building of the Times Herald. 1
wen! to the Times Herajd—may I read that, Joe? May I please?. -
Qan roaNAHILL: Bam ever gel your glasses? .

| THE-RUBY Q. AND A-PARTAL

RUBY: Not yet. (Reading) “This is the glsl that™- o

I'wh:Lr_"_that startéd Jack off.” What is this other word?
MR. TONAHILL: Culminated? -

_ .RUBY: That Is untrue. That i what I wanted to resd.
(Throwing pad on table) Gentlemen. uniess you getmeto . . o

Washington, you can't get & falr shake out of me. If you
understand my way of talking. you have got to bring me to

Washington to get the tests. Do I sound dramatic? Off the L

beam? R

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, you are speaking very,
very rational, and I am really surprised that you can re-
member as much as you have remembered up to the present
time. You have given it to us in detail.

RUBY: Uniess you can get me to Washington, andIam - :

not s crackpot. I have all my sense—]1 don't want to evade any
erime 1 am guilty of. But Mr. Moore, have 1 spoken this way
when we have talked? . - N B
MR. MOORE: Yes. . K
RUBY: Unless you get me to washington immediately. I
am afraid after what Mr. Tonahill has written there, which

15 unfalr to me regarding my testimony here—you all want to oL
bear what he wrote? - . [

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, you might read X. 1

you need glasses again, try mine this time (handing glasses . 7

to Ruby.) -
RUBY: (Putting on glasses) *This is the gitl"— -
MR. TONAHILL: “thing,” isn't #t? . RS
RUBY: “This is the thing that started Jack fin the
shooting.” . ’
" MR. TONAHILL: Kathy Kay .wax talking about Oswald.
RUBY: You are lying Joe Tonahill. You are lying.
MR. TONAHILL: No. I am not.
RUBYS You are lying. because you know what motivated
me. You want to make it that it was a premeditation.
MR. TONAHILL: No. - . .
. RUBY: Yes, you do. R R
MR. TONAHILL: I don't think there was any premeditae
tion. but you go ahead and tell it your way. That iz what we'
weznt_wou 10 do. That is what the Chief Justice wemis—= ~
RUBY:; Not when you specify this. You sre Senator
Rankin? _____ _ ———— " : R
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—#H—TANKIN: No, I am the General Counsel for our

Commission. Mr. Ruby.

MR. TONAHILL: You go on and keep telling it down to
Caroline and the truth.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Ruby, may I suggest
this, that if we are to have any tests, either a lie detector or,
as you suggest, maybe a truth serum. I don't know anything

about truth serum. but if we are to have it. we have to have .

something to chesk against, and we would like to have the
rest of your story as you started to tell us, because you are
now getting down to the crucial part of it. and it wouldn't be
fair to you to have this much of it and then not have the rest.

RUBY: Because the reason why, Joe knows from the time -

that 1 told Attorney (Meivin) Belll, and the story 1 wanted to
tell ont the stand, and Mr. Tonahill knows this {sn't the time.
‘The thought never entered my mind. He knows it.

MR. TONAHILL: I didn't say the thought entered your

mind. I didn't say that. . .
RUBY: You are inferring that.

MR. TONAHILL: Unconsciously, maybe, 15 what I meant

1o aay. - :

RUBY: Why go back to Friday, Joe? S
MR. TONAHILL: You are going to come vight down—
RUBY: Why g0 back {o Friday? That set me off. Then It

is greater premeditatiorf than you know iz true.

have, I don’t think-it Is. . i cee s
. . . . o . P
’Im Here to Tell the Truth’
RUBY: Because ii never entered my mind ‘when they
talked about. the officer. cutting him to bits. You would like

to have bullt it up for my defense, but that is not it. I am here
to tell the truth.

2 5% TONAHILL: The psychlatris! sald that Lome—=
_ RUBY: You want {s put that into my thoughts, but & -

‘never hanpened. T took It with a grain of salt what he tald at
that particular time. Well, it is too bad. Chief Warren, that

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, Mr. Ruby, I will tell
you why we didn't. Because you were then about to be tried
end I didn't want to do anything that would prejudice you in
your trial. And for that reason, I wouldn't even consider asking
you to testify until the trial was over. -

That is the only reason that we didn’t talk to you sooner.
And I wish we had gotten here 2 little sooner after vour trial
wzecowesr byt I know you had others things on your '

-

' MR. TONAHILL: I don't say it is premeditation. T never

"you didn't get me to your headquarters six months ago.

—~—
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we had other work, and {t got lo this late date. But I ecsyre |
ST e {5 no desire on our part (o let this matter go to any
 late date for any uiterior purpose. I assure you that. And as I
told you at the beginning, if you want a test of some kind
made, T will undertake to see that it is done. S

- RUBY: You have power to do it, even though the District
- Attorney objects to me getting the tests?
CHIEPF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, I do.
RUBY: How soon can it be done? o I ST
- CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, I am not familiar ’ e ¢ —
- with those things. but we will try to do it expeditiously, you - kN SRR N B
may be sure, because we are trying to wind up the work of
this Commission. And 1 assure you we won't delay It.
RUBY: Are you staying overnight here, Chief Warren? -
*CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No. I have to be back, be- -
_.cause we have an early session of the court tomorrow morning.
-~ RUBY: Is there any way of getting a polygraph here?
' SHERIFF DECKER: May 1 make a suggestion? Jack,
listen, you and I have had a lot of dealings. Do you want my
_officers removed from the room while you talk-to this
° Commission? . S LT
RUBY: That wouldn't prove sny truth. . . - - .~ - .
.  SHERIFF DECKER: These people came several tho
i _miles to interview you. You have wanted to tell me your story
and T have refused to lel you tell me. Now be a man with a
bunch of men that have come & long way to give ycu an op-
portunity to. You asked me for permission to tell your story,
and I told you “No.” This iz & supreme investigating commite
tee at this particular time. Now give them your story and be &
man, if you want them to deal with you and deal fairly with -
Fou ’ ) :

- Fs

———— - Y

"RUBY: It is unfair {o me unless I get all the facilities to -
back up what I say. . .

‘Be a Man About It

BSHERIFF DECKER: You tell him your story. Nobody is -
denying it. You tell this man, he has come s thousand or more
miles to listen to you. Now be & man about it. O

MR. MOORE: What I suggest: Jack al one time Twass
polygraph operator, and you would not be able to go through
the entire story that way you have here. So. seriously, you

 should tell the story and the things you want checked, you can
be asked directly. Because you can only answer yes or no on
the polygraph examination. So I think in view of what you
want. you should tell your story first, and then the bHoints that
you want verified. you can be questioned on. - o
As the Sheriff mentioned. the Commission has come &~ °
lonc way to have the opportunity to listen to your story, and
J am sure that they know you are telling the truth, in any case.
RUBY: 2 wish the President were right here now. It is &
terrible ordeal. I tell you that. ' .
. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I am sure it {x an ordeal for . .
wou, and we want to make it just as easy as we can. That Is
the reason that we have let you tell your story in your own
way without being interrupted. If you will just proceed witk
the rest of your statement. I think it would make it 2 lol
easier for us to verify it In the way that you want it to be done.
' RUBY: J don't know how to answer you.. L :
CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: Well, you have told us most T
of what happened up to the time of the incident, ans-yeu-are - o
alimost wthin. vou are {ust within & few hours of it Dow.

—




KUBY ‘inere 15 & salurony.
“CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN, Beg your pam’tm*‘-— :
RUBY: There is 3 Saturday night. There is s I"rldly nlght.
This ix still only Priday night, Chief.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, that is true. -
RUBY: Well, I will go ints a certaln polnt, and §{ X stop,
you will have to understand u 1 stop to get my dearings
together. :
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN ch N
'RUBY: I am in the Times Herald building. ¥ go upstalrs,
naturally.
. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN This iz about what time?
RUBY: This 15, I imagine, is—I left KLIF at 2:00 am.,

and 1 spent an hour with the officer and his girl friend, so it .- '

must have been about 3:15 approximately. No, it wasn't. When
" you are not concerned with time, it could have been 4:00
o'clock.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: It doesn't make any differs’
ence.

RUBY: Forly-five minutes difference. T am up there in
the composing room talking to a guy by the name of Pst
Gayloesch. He was so elated that I brought him this twist
board, and I had it sealed in a polyethylene bag, but he wanted
to see how il 1z demonstrated, how It was worked. It Is & board
that is an = pivot, a ball bearing, and it has & tendency to give
you ceriain exerclses in .dwisting your body. So not that I
wanted to get in with the hilarity of frolicking, but he asked
me to show him, and the other men gathered around.

When you get into the movement of & ball bearing disk,
your body is free to move. I know you look like you are having
a gay time. because naturally if your body is 50 free of moving,
it is going to Jook that way. I am stating this in that even with
my emotional feeling for our beloved President, even to dem-
onstrate the twist board, I did it because someone asked me to.
You follow me, genilemen, as I describe it? - ..

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, I do. .

‘Black Border Around Ad

'RUBY: Then we placed the ad in, and If T recall, T re-
quested from Pat to put a black border around to show that
the ad was In mourning, or something, because we were, every-

thing was in mourning. Bill, will you do that for me thst you =~

asked a minute ago? You said you wanted to leave the room.
SHERIFF DECKER: I will have everyone jeave the room,
Including myself, if you want to ta.lk about it. You name lt.
and out we will go. . . )
RUBY: All right. :
SHERIFF DECKER: You want all o! us :mt.slde?
RUBY: Yes. /

SHERIFF DECKER: I will leave Tonahill and Moore. I

am not going to have Joe leave.
. RUBY: If you are not going to have Joe leave—

SHERIFF DECKER: Moore, his body is nsponsible to :o

you. His body is responsible to you. ~
DURBY: Bill I am not accomplishing anything If thev !l"

baiar—snd Joe Tonahill iz here. You asked me anybody I

wanted out. R e




r5H=73FF DECKER: Jack. this iz your attorney. That'is
your lawyer. 'L* ’
RUBY: He is not my lawyer. : :
(Bheri{f Decker and law enforcement officers left roomJ
\ Gentlemen, §{ you want to hear any further testimony,

you will have to gel me to Washington soon. because it has
something to do with you, Chief Warren. Do 1 sound sober’
' enough to tell you this? Lo
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes. xo right shead.
RUBY: I want to tell the truth, snd I ean't tell it here.
1 can't tell it here. Does that make sense to you? .
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, lel's don't talk about
gense. But I Teally can't see why you can't tell this Commission.
RUBY: What is your name? ) -
MR. BALL: Joe Ball. ’ .
. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Joe Ball. He 'Is an
attorney {rom Los Angeles who has been working for me.
RUBY: Do you know Belli too? .
MR. BALL: I know of him.

.-

NOBY, Ball was working with him. He knows Belli. You '

know Melvin Belli?
MR. BALL: I was not acquainted with him.

iR JUSTICE WARREN: No association of any kind, .

MR. BALL: We practice In different cities.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Five hundred miles away. i

#r. Ball practices in Tong Beach, and Mr. Belll practices' in _
BarrrTamcisco. Thers is positively no connection betsrecaans

bodv in_this room. as far a5 I know, with Mr. Belll 1 can '

assure you of that. - ———e

RUBY: Where do you stand. Moore? ’
Jack. .

RUBY: The President assigned you?

MR. MOORE: No, my Chief did. And T am nol involved
in the investigation. T am more of & security officer.

RUBY: Boys, I am in & tough spot, I tell you that.

MR. MOORE: You recall when I talked to you. there were
eertain things 1 asked you not to tell me al the time, for -
certain reasons, that you were probably going to trial at that

time, and I respected your position on that and asked you not . :

to tell me certain things. . -
. RUBY: But this isn't.the place for me to tell what I want
. to tell '

*fR. MOORE: The Commission 15 Jooking into the entire
matter, and you are part of it, should be. - .

Fears for Warren's Life

RUBY: Chief Warren, your life is in danger in this city,
do you know that? :

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No. I don't know that. If )
that is the thing that you don't want to talk about, you ean
tell me, if you wish, when this is all over, just between you
and me. ’ \

RUBY: No. I would like to talk to you in private. .- .7

—CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You may do thal whemryoe
finish your story. You may tell me that phaseof it._

. e,

MR. MOORE: Well, I am sssigned to the Cdmmjslon_. o




whole investigation. is that correct?
,‘ CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: There are many witnesses

bonestly. .. -
RUBY: My reluctance to talk—you haven't had any wit-
ness in telling the story, in finding so many problems?
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You have & greafer problem
. than any witness we have had. .
RUBY: I have & Jot of reasons for having those problems.
CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: I know that, and we'want fo

hear what you are willing to tell us, because I realize that you
still have a great problem before you, and I am not trying to
press you. e

it will eventually be made public. If you want to do that, you
are entitled to do that, and if you want to have it verified as
the thing can be verified by a polygraph test, you may have
that too. ] will undertake to do that for you. but at all events
we_must first have the story that we are going to check it
against. : ’ -

RUBY: Can I make a statement? . = = .

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes. - .

RUBY: If you request me 1o go back to Washington with
you right now, that gouldn't be done, could it? . :

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, it could not be done. It
-could not be done. There are & good many things involved in
that, Mr. Ruby.

RUBY: What are they?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, the public atlention
that 1t would attract, and the people who would be around.
We have no place there for you to be safe when we take you
out, and we are not law enforcement officers, and it isn't our

it couldn't be done on & moment's notice this way. .
certain precautions for you coming hers, but you got here.
taken st all. .

“aackpots. .
* CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I don't believe everything I
,n:d in the paper. L . .
| MR. MOORE: In that respect, the Chlef Justice is in
| public life. People in public life are well aware they dont
please everyone, and they get these threats. Incidentally, If it
is the part sbout George Senator lalking about the Earl Warren

affects the security. .
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Before you finish the rest
of your statement. may I ask you this question, and this is one

THIS BHOOTING? - .

1my': I bet you haven't had a witness like me in your .
. S———

whose memory has not been as good as yours. I tell you that

respect your rights, whatever they may be. And I only want to.

. 1 came here becsuse T thought you wanted to tell us that
story. and I think the story should be told for the public. and

—~—RTivY: When are you golng;l.n-ck to Wuhmgwﬁ—j h'

e—cuIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I am going back ve.:s&rtg: o
_ after we finish this hearing. I am going to have some junch., =

responsibility to go into anything of that kind. And certainly .

RUBY: Well, from what I read in the paper, they made =

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: There are no precautions

RUBY: There were some remarks in the paper about some ’

Society, ‘the Chief Justice is aware of that phase, and I am ’ »
sure he would like to hear anything that you have to say if lt\

of the questions we came here to ask you. . - .
—DID YOU KNOW LEE HARVEY OSWALD P.'-"vl’.‘-.‘l_'m_ .

[




—PRleads for Lie Detector Test__{

RUBY: That is why I want io take the He detector test. .. .
Just saying noe isn‘t sufficient. . T e
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: 1 will afford you that oppor- R . S
tunity. You can’t do both of them ai one time. STy R
RUBY: Gentlemen, my life i in danger here. Nol with e e
my guilty plea of execution. Do I sound sober enough to you az
I say this? - : - .
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You do. You sound entirely )
sober. . . . - -
. RUBY: From the moment I'slsried my testimony, have - o T
sounded as though. with the exceptional of becoming emo- s -
tional, have I sounded as though I made sense, what 1 was
speaking sbout? . .
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You have indeed. I under-
stood everything you have sald. If T haven't, it is my fault.
RUBY: Then I follow this up. k.may not live tomorrow to . T L.
1 give any further testimony. The reason why 1 add this, since L R
you sssure me that I have been spesking sense by then, X :
might be speaking sense by following what I have S&rI=IEl
{ . the only thing T want to get out to the public,and T can't saY

ihdisreis with authenticity, with sincerity of the trcth of
everything and why my act was committed, but it can't be
said here. o

It can be said, 1t's got to be 33id amongst people of the
highest authority that would give me the benefit of doubt. And
following that, immediately give me the He detector test after . .

I do make the statement. Chairman Warren, if you felt that . s - AR
your life was in danger at the moment, how would you feel? . . o
Wouldn't you be reluctant to go on speaking, even though you s . B
request me to do so0?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: ¥ think I might have some
reluctance if T was in your position, yes. I think I would. I
think I would figure out very carefully to whether it would
endanger me or not. If you think that anything that I am
doing or anything that I am asking you {5 endangering you in .
anyway. shape or form, I want you to feel absolutely free to
say that the intlerview is over. - :

'RUBY: What happens then? 1 didn't sccomplish anything.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, nothing has been accom=
plished. -
" RUBY: Well, then you won't follow up with anything - G
.. further? . e .

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: There wouldn't be anything - -
to follow up if you hadn't compleied your statement. N

RUBY: You said you have the power to do what you want -
to do, is that correct? L - P P

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Exaclly. e R e

RUBY: Without any limitations? wo- P I T S

. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN; Within the purview of o : Lo

Executive Order which established the Commiission. We have R R
the right to take estimony of anyone we want in this whole . T e
situstian_gnd we have the right. if we 50 choose tego-ttdo |~ 7 7.0 - B S
veri{y thal statement in anv wavthat we wishtododt. .. _ '~
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~RTBY.But you don’t have :rlzht to take.a prisoner bu:k

with you when you want to?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREX: No. We have the power to
subpoena witnesses to Washingtan If we want to do it. but we
have taken the testimony of twe or three hundred people, 1
would imagine, here in Dallas without going to Washington.

RURBY: Yes. but those people aren‘t Jack Ruby.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREX: No. they weren't.

RUBY: They weren't.

i CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Now I want you to fee} thal

we are not here to take advantage of you, because I know that

you are in a delicate position, snd unless you had indicaled
! not only through your lawyers Jut also through your sister,
- who wrote a Jetter addressed eiiber to me or to Mr. Rankin,
; saying thal you wanted to testify before the Commission,
; unless she had told us that, I wouldn't have bothered you.
H Because I know you do have this case that ix not yel
i finished, and I wouldn't jeopardize your position by trying to
i fnsist that you testify. So I ward you to feel that you are free

i to refrain from testifying any tme you wish. But 1 will also -

be frank with you and say that I don't think it wesidtcto
y6Ur advantage to tell ux as mech a5 you have and then to_

ap-sndgnot tell us the rext Ian't see what ;dvantale that
would glve you. . —~

. RUBY: The thing is this, that wlt.h your power that you,
have, Chief Justice Warren, and all these gentlemen, too much
time has gone by for me to give you any benelit of what 1 am
saying now.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, that isn't a fact. because
until we make our findings on the Commission, and until we
make our report on the case, it is not too late. And there are
other witnesscs we have who are yet to be examined. 5o from
our standpoint, it is timely. We are not handicapped at all by
the lateness ‘of your examinatiox

" Too Tragic #o Discuss

RUBY: Well, it is too tragk to talk about. -

MR. RANKIN: Isn't it true that we waited very late in our
proceedings to talk to Mrs. Kennedy? .

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, I might say to you that
we didn't take Mrs. Kennedy's siatement untll day before yes-

terday. Mr. Rankin and I took her testimony then. 80 we are -

_not treating you different from any other witness.
RUBY: I tell you, gentl=men, my whole h.mny is in
‘jeopardy. My sisters, as to’ thekr lives. . o
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes? :

{ RUBY: Naturally, I am a feregone conclusion. w slsten.
Eva, Eileen and Mary, I lost wmy sisters. My brothers. Eam,
¥arl, Hyman. and myself nsiurally—my in-laws, Harold
Cominsky, Marge Ruby, the wife of Earl, and Phyllis, the wife
of Sam Ruby. they are in jeopardy of loss of their lives. Yet
they have, just because they s blood related to myself—does

‘ that sound serious enough to seu, Chief Justice Warren?

 CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Nothing could be more seri- .
ous.if that is the fact. But yoursister, I don't know whether t E

was your sister Eva or your otter sister—

RUBY: Eileen wrote you » Rtter.

CHIEY JUSTICE WARREN:—wrote the letter m me tnd
told ne thatl you would like tof.esmy. and that is gne the
reasons we came down here.




UBY: Bul unfortunately, when did you get the letter,
Chie] Justice Warren? —
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: It was & long time 2go. I v
admit. T think it was, let's see, roughly between two and three
months ago. . .

RUBY: Yes. ' : S e
CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: 1 think it was. yes. PR

RUBY: At that time when you first gol the Jetter and I CoT { S
- was begging Joe Tonahill and the other Jawyers to know the . i P 03 s

truth about me, certsin things that are happening now 7 - R .
wouldn't be happening at this particular uge. K e g g ety AT

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes? e o . . P

RUBY: Of why that Sunday momning—that thought never (S -t g ! 2
entered my mind prior to that Sunday morning when I took it el - {: -
upon mysell to try to be & martyr or some screwball, you ‘ i

. might say. - ]
gBut T fell very emotional and very carried away from ... .-
Mrs. Kennedy. that with all the gtrife she had gone through
—_I had been following it pretty =ell—thal someone owed it
to our beloved President that she shouldn't be eypecied fo )
eome—-bwk'tnflcetﬂdo!thlshemousmme.AM!th S

never had & chance 10 1ell that. fo back It up, te~prse b,
COnsequently, right at this moment. I am being victimized
as » part of a plot in the worlds worst tragedy and crime st
this moment. o ) L.
Months back had T been given a chance—I take that
back. Sometime back & police officer of the Dallas Police -..
Department wanted to know how I got into the building. And
I don't know whethdr I requested & lie detector test or not,’
but my attorney wasn't available When you are & defendant
R in the case, you sy “speak to your attorney.” you know. But
R that was a different time. It was after the trial, whenever
RECE it happened. .
: Al this moment, Lee Harvey Oswald isn't guilty of com-
. mitting the crime of assassinating President Kennedy. Jack
LT Ruby is. How can I fight that, Chief Justice Warren? - . R
: CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: Well now. T want to say, . . & < oo =ta )
Mr. Ruby. that a5 far as this Commission {5 concerned, there 7 ’ o
is no implication of that in what we are doing. - - o s
RUBY: All right, there is a zertain organization here—
I CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: That ¥ can assure you. . ..
cEe RUBY: There is an organization here, Chief Justice War- -
L : ren, if it takes my life st this moment to say it and Bn -
Decker said be & man and say it. there is s John Birch Soclety
right now in activily, and (former Maj. Gen.) Edwin Walker
i 15 one of the top men of this cczanization—take it for what
it is worth, Chief Justice Warren. Unfortunate for me, for
me giving the people the opporimnity to get in power. because
of the act I committed, has put s lot of people’in jeopardy
1 with their lives. Don' register with you, does 1t?
. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No. I don't understand
P that. .
- ’ ~ RUBY: Would you rather 1 just delete what I sald and
just pretend that nothing is going on-
: CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I would not indeed. I am
only interested in what you want to tell this Commission. _
That is all I am interested in. . . N
RUBY: Well. I said my life, ¥ won't be living Jong now. .- .
1 know that. My family's lives will be gone. When 1 leftmy -
T apartment that morning...
N CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: What morning?
T RURBY. Sunday morning. . s T
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Sunday moming __ - .
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e RUBY: Let's go back. Saturday I walched Rabbl Selee. .
man. Any 8f you waich it that Saturday morning? IR
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No, I didn’t happen to ° .
hear ft. . . co
RUBY: He went ahead and eulogized that here = s man .
that fought in every battle, went to every country, and hed . BN
toeomebacktohlsowncountrytobethotlnthebuk.,... L
(Blarts erying.) I must be & great sctor, I tell you that, LeetE . - .
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No. _ TR

A Period of Depression . .- ..o o Lo

RUBY: That created & tremendous emotional feeling for
me, the way he said that.Prior to all the other times, I wag
carried away. Then that Saturday night, I didn't do anything
but visit a little club over here and had a coca-cola, because - : . .
1 was sort of depressed. A fellow that owns the Pago Club, e . L
Bob Norton, and he knew something was wrong with me in - L oL T T
the certaln mood I was in. And T went home and that week- ’
end, Sunday morning. and saw & Letter to Caroline. two
columns about a sixteen-inch area. Someone had written [ 3
letter to Caroline. The most heartbreaking letter. I don't
remember the contents. Do you remembr that? e

MR. MOORE: T think T saw it. . ) S

RUBY: Yes. And alongside that letter on the same sheet .. .
of paper was a small comment in the newspaper that, T don't
know how It was slated, that Mrs. Kennedy may have to
come back for the trisl of Lee Harvey Oswald. That caused
me 1o go like I did. That csused me to go like I did. o S

I don't know, Chis{ Justice. but I got z0 carried awsy. .~ . C ’ )

And I remember prior ¢o that thought. there has never been -
another thought in my mind; X was never malicious toward
this person. No one else raquested me to do anything. 2oL . ]
- I never spoke to anyone about attempting to do any- o ) S
thing. No subversive organization gave me any idea. No ~ oL e T Ll
underworld person made any effort to contact me. It all hap- S e T
pened that Sunday morning. The last thing T read was that I :
Mrs. Kennedy may have to come back to Dallas for the trial
for Lee Harvey Oswald, and Y don‘t know what bug got hold
of me. T don't know what it is, but T am going to tell the
truth word for word. - .
L I am taking & pill called Preludin It is & barmiess-pill, .-~
. and i is very easy to get in the drug store. It isn't s highly
prescribed pill. T use it for dieling. I don't partake of that
much food. I think that was a slimulux to give me an emo- S
tional feeling that suddenly I felt, which wax so stupid, that L e T o 3
I wanted to show my love for our faith. being of the Jewixh ST e e
faith, and I never used the term and I don't want to go inte T e . o
that—suddeniy the feeling, the emotional feeling came withe . e
in me that someone owed this debl to our beloved President .-t
to save her the ordeal of coming back. ’ I o

T don’t know why that came through my mind. And ¥ - T e
drove past the Maln Street, past the County buflding, and - : T
there was & crowd already gathered there. And T guess ¥ -
thought T knew he was going to be moved at 10:00 o'clock, ¥
don’t krnow. X listened to the radio; and T passed a erowd and
1t Jooked—T am repeating myself—and I took it for granted -
he had already been moved. o o

And T parked my car in the lot across from the Weslarn - N
Unlon. Prior to that, Tgot a call from a little girl—she wanted S
some money—that worked for me, and I said, “Can't you
waft till payday?~ And she zald, “Jack, you are going to be
closed.” So my purpose was to go to the Weslern Uninn—
my double purpose—but the thought of doing. committing
the act wasn'L unt!l T left my apartment. Sending the wire :
was I hat the phone call—or the money orddi————— ] T
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drove down Main Sireet—there was a little jncident
I left out, that I started to go down a driveway. but [ wante

to go by Reed's and I saw him and started to cry azain. Then
1 drove, parked the car across from the Western Union. sent
the money order, whatever # was, walked the distance from
the Western Union to the ramp—I didn't sneak in. I didn't :
linger in there. - i T

-“I Didn’t Crouch or Hide’ i

I didn't erouch or hide behind anyone, unless the telew
vision camera can make it seem that way. There was ea
officer talking—1 don't know what rank he htd—ulklnx to
8 Sam Pease in 8 car parked up on the curh, -

X I walked down those few steps. and there vas the per-
son that--I wouldn't say I saw red—it was = feeling 1 _had
for our beloved President and Mrs. Kennedy, that he was

insignificant to what my purpose was. - A S

And when I walked down the ramp—T would say tben JERPTEERE
was an eight-fool clearlnee—-not that I wanted to be a hero, -
or I didn't realize that'even if the officer would have ob-
served me. the kleig lights, but I can't take that.

I did not mingle with the crowd. There was no ocne near
me when 1 walked down the ramp. because if you will time
the time T sent the money order, I think it was 10:17 am.

Sunday morning. S . R
: I think the actua! act war committed—T take t.hl.t back o R
—was it 11:00 o'clock? You szhould know this. : B -
MR. MOORE: 11:21. . . o 3
- wRUBY: No. when Oswald was shot.
- And I have a friend of mine—do you mind if !t ls [ 3 tub-
nhop story?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN No, you ten us ln your

own way.
. RUBY: A fellow whom I sort of idolized is of the Clt.ho-
le faith, and 8 gambler. Naturally in my business you meset
people of various backgrounds. And the thought came, we
were very close, and I always thought s iot of him. and %
knew thal Kennedy., being Catholic. I knew how hearte .. .-
hraven _he was, and even his picture of thix Mr. McWillle

AL ek

flashed across me, because T have & great fondnessier—3uia
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“X1t—iimrs blended into the thing that like & screwball,

" the way it turned out, that I thought #at I would sacrifice
myself for the few moments of saving M= Kennedy the dis- - - .
eomfiture of coming back to trial. Now sl these thingsof -~ . - °

my background, I should have been the Jast person in the . .
world to want to be a martyr. It happes. doesn't i, Chief
‘Warren? . K

1 mean, for instance, T have been infhe night club busl- - - 7 -
ness, s burlesque. It was a means of livihood. I knew per- .- . S
sons of notorious backgrounds years agefn Chlcago. I was ' ) o .
with the Union back in Chicago, and I leflthe Union when ¥ . o T e

. found out the notorious orgahization bt moved in there. : R ’
It was in 1940. ° )

Then recently, I had to make so mmzy numcrous calls . . e

‘¢hat Y am sure you know of. Am I right? Because of trying
to survive in my busincss. My unfair cezpetition had been = . ... ol L 0
running certain shows that we were miricted to run by . - 7 0e T ST
regulation of the Union. ’ - = e

But they violated all the rules of Lthe Enion. and I didn' . - -
violate it. and consequently I was becaming insolvent be-

; cause of it. All those calls were made wih only. in relation
: " to scelng if they can help out. with the American Guild of .
! Varlety Artists. Does that confirm & lot &f things you have -
. " heard? Every person I have called, and smmetimes you may’
not even know s person intimately, yorsort of tell them, e
well, you are stranded down here and yos want some help— % o
if they know of any official of the Americn Guild of Varfety .- -
- Artists Lo help me. Because my competitas were putiing me
" out of business. * .

No Link to Underwerld

B

1 even flew to New York to sce Joe Gizer, and he called S .
Bobby Faye. He was the Natlonal Presdeni. ‘That didn* . T EEIEUTEREN
help. He called Barney Ross and Joey Adaws. All these phone

_calls were related not in any way involwd with the under-
world, because I have been away from ghicago seventeen ]
wears down in Dalias. As s matter of fa I even called &8 . . _ -
Mr—hold it before I say it—headed the imerican Federa- .°
tion of Labor—I ean't think—in the Stai of Texas—Miller. =~ ~

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I don%t know. ~ . C

N RUBY: Is there 3 Deutsch L adaylx? I called a Mr. .
Maylor here in Texas {o sce if- he could eip me out. X want
to set you gentlemen straight on ail the telephone calls 1
had. This was a Jong time prior to what3as happened. And
the only association I had with those calls the only questions
that I inquired abott, was {f they could help me with the
American Guild of Varlety Artists, to see fat they abolished
it, because 1t was unfeir to professional tslent, abolish them
from putting on their shows in Dallas.

. That is the only reason I made thuse calls. Where do
we go from there? . )
. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Well, Il go back {o the |
. eriginal question that I asked you. DID DU EVER KNOW -
OSWALD? s . - —

RUBY: No. Let me add—you are wireshing my mind 5
about a few thinps. Can I ask you one #ing? Did you all

tg%)&cwmie? Iam sure you have. oy
. NO (Not Identified); Yes. =~




EUBY. He always wanted me to come down to Havam.
‘Cuksi-dncitad me down there, and I didntwant to Teave my
business because I had to walch over it. Be was & key man
over the Tropicana down there. That was during our good
.times. Was in harmony with our enemy of #ur present ume. '

CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: Yes? :
. RUBY: I refused. I couldn't make {t. ¥nally he sent me
tickets to come down, airplane tickels. I made the trip down .
there via New Orleans. and 50 I stayed at Wk's Apartments,
and I was with him constantly. And 1 wax bored with the
gambling. because I don't gamble, and them & nothing excit-
fnz unless you can spesk their language, shich Is Spanish,
1 belleve. And that was the only envlronmt. That was !.n e
August of '58. B

Any thought of ever being close fo mam. Cuba, 1
called him frequently because he was desz there, and he
was the last person to leave, if 1 recall, wien they had to -
Jeave, when he left the Casino.

- As & matier of fact. on the plane, f13recall Thed an -
article he sent me, and T wanted to get i published because
I idolized McWillle. He is a pretty nicr box. and I happened
Lo be idolizing him. When the plane left Sxvans and landed
in the United States, some school teacher emarked that the -
" Unlted States is not treating Castro richt. When they landed . . .
fn the United Stales thiy Mr. Louls Mcwalie slug:ed this
guy for making thal comment. :
- So I want you to know, as far as him having any sub-
versive thourhts, and I wanted Tony to ps & in the paper
here. That §s how much I thoughl of Mr. ¥Willie. And that
15 my only assoclation. The only other assefation with him
was. there was s gentleman here that sefis guns. He has &
‘hardware slore on Bingleton Avenue. Have Ytald this {o you
.gentlemen? It is Ray's Hardware. His namels Ray Brantley.
This was—TI don't recall when he called me, but he was

g Nitls worrled of the new regime coming &, and evidently
_-he wanted some protection. He called me ersent me-a-3sti®

fhat T=hould call Ray Brantley. He muma four Nttle
Cobra guns—big shipment. T
&o me. I should say myself nther. {e¥ng no harm, X
. didn't realize, because he wasn't sending them to me, and I- - -
. thought there was no crime, the man wanded protection, he -
is earning a lvelihood. I called Ray Brantley snd I said,
“Ray McWillie called me.” I dont remember f he sent me
a letter or he called. He sald he wants S little Cobras,
something like that. »

He said, “I know Mac. 1 have been doing business vm.h . . o
him for a long time.” Meaning with refemnce to when he . . .- - @ = -
was living In Texas. He dxd a lot of hunting and things like -4 R

CHIEF JUSTJCE WARREN: Yes? e

RUBY: That was the only relationskip ¥ hld of any
mention, outside of phone calls, to Mr McRillie, or any per-
son from Havana, Cuba. o

—

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN When mﬁa’.’ R
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e . RUBY: Now the guns—am I correct? Did you ever go
- . . to"theck onl iL? On Ray Brantley?

- ) MR. MOORE: No.
. RUBY: He denies I ever called. Evidently he feels. may-
. . . be he feels it would be illegal to send guns out of the country,

——a L

I don't know if you gentlemen know the law. I don‘t knov ’ T o
u‘e hw . - . . i . R B e - -
- . CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: T don't know. - IR A R P
CL *  RUBY: I kept—did I tell you this, Joe, about this? . . - R
MR. TONAHILL: Yes, you did. D
RUBY: That I wanted someone to go to Ray anUey’ :
MR. TONAHILL: Yes, ) T
NRUBY: When Phil Burleson came back with s Jetter, - : ’ -
sirned an Affidavit that Ray Brantley sald he never did re- . :
ceive a call from me, and the only gun he sent to McWillie B I c
was to the Vepas. but it came back that they didn't pick £ - . - : :
up because it was & C.OD. order.

‘This definitely would do me more harm, because if
Taer-arylory that I called Ray Brantley, and he dez!_i_-d_tw_ . :
| he ever got s call from me, definitely that makes L look ke . | 0 "L oTToTL L
L 1 am hiding something. Haven't I felt that right & izmrwz? Lo :
’ MR. TONAHILL: You sure have, Jack. R
. RUBY: Now, the reason I am telling you these things. 1 A
never knew Lee Harvey Oswald. The first time I ever have = ..~ .1 0 ;
; seen him was the time in the Assembly Room when they .~ = “% 7 70T et 7
brought him out. whedl he had some sort of shiner on his eye. SR .

. CHIEFP JUSTICE WARREN: When was that little inel- . .
. i dent about the Cobras? About whu year? That is all I am
interested in. :
RUBY: Could have been nrior to the early part ot °59.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes; all right. o AR
RUBY: That is the only call I made. And o5 8 matter v " . o
. of fact, I didn't even follow up to inquire of this Mr, Brantley, - - - - . .- -
. - whether he received it or what the recourse was. That is why - . R
I tell you, Chief Justicc Warren—who is this new gentlemn. .
may 1 ask? .
e . . MR. RANKIN: This is Mr. Slorey from your community
s LT Co- a lawyer who Is working with the Attorney General, and
- : Mr. Jaworski, in connection with watching the work of the
Commission 50 that they will be satisfied as to the qualily .. = Sl
oo of the work done insofar as th: State of Texas s concerned. S
- . (Pause for yeporter to change paper, and Ruby asked e T LT
. about one of the gentlemen, to which Chief Justice Warren - - e
o replicd as follows): R
: CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: (Referring to Mr. Specter) T
He has been working with us on the Commission since very . ~ N :
- L ciose to the berinning now. ot I
s MRRANKIN Howlorwdldrouspendh(:ubaonthls e oL .
- RUBY: Eighl. days A lot of your tourists were there. : A
As a matter of fact, a lot of group tourists were gojng down,
gludents of schools. I mean, he had & way of purchasing s :
tickets {rom Havana ihat I think he purchased them B 8 .- .+ 3
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lesser price.” He bought them from the travel apent in the v -
Ganri Hotel. He bought them—did you meet MCWIlIIEZ >~ < 5" =TT T T
MR. MOORE: 1 didn't. -
MR. RANKIN: He was checked by the Commission in
connection with this work.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: 'l.'her: vz _some story hx
Co one of the papers that you had been icfrrested in shipping

Jeeps down to Cuba. Was there anythingto that atal? . . . 7~ " .0

RUBY: No. But thls was the easBer part, when the
first time Castro had ever invaded Cuba. There was even &
government article that they would mesd jeeps. I don’t .
recall what it was, but I never had the kdﬂties or the cap!- . . L

bilities of knowing where to get jeeps. P SRR

But probably in conversation with other persons-—ron
see, It 15 a new land, and they have o kave a lot of things.
As 8 matter of fact, the United States Government was ®
. wanting persons 1o help them at thal pacticular ume ]
T T - - they threw out the dictator, Batists.
- o - And one particular time there wus :'-nuemm thu,
T smuceled guns to Castro. I think I told sou that, M: Moote.
1 don’t remember. L T S
L MR. MOORE: Idon‘trecauthu. ’
R ) RUBY: I think his name¢ was Longiey out of Bay— o
. something—Texas, ons the Bayshore. Ang, somehow he was,
- 1 rcad the article abdut him, that he was given a jajl term
: for smuggling guns to Castro. This i the early pm ot
’ their revolution. L
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Before the Batista Govcm- L .
ment fell? , N
i . RUBY: Yes. T think he had a boat, and he lived some- e
- where n Bay something, Bayshore, in the center part of -~ -~ -~ =7 - -
: Texas. Do you know him, Mr. Storey? Do you know this - = . - ..« .
4 mamr— T . —_—
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