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/5 Quits Ruby,
Defense,’

? DALLAS, March 23 {AP)
Attorney Percy Foreman with-
idrew tog;y) as chief eounsel
for Jack Ruby, blaming inter.,
ference by the eondemned
jkiller’s family for his decision '
"The Houston lawyer had re-
placed Melvin Belli only four
days ago. s

"This latest development in
the bizarre murder case eame
as Ruby spent his 53d birthday
in the county jail, sentenced
to die in the electric chair for
slaying Lee Harvey Oswald,
President Kennedy
assassin

Ruby ‘Barbecued’

Foreman, 61, told newsmen
he thought Ruby had been
“barbecued” at his tria] this
month, but felt he had to quit!
the defense team because of|
disagreements with Ruby’s
family and a Dallas eivil
lawyer, )
“No criminal lawyer with
integrity can let a civil lawyer
or a laymin tell him what to
do, especially when a man’s

life is at €,” Foreman told

newsmen at the Dallas County

Courthouse as he announced
‘his severance from the cage,

Stanley Kaufman, the eivil
lawyer referred to by Fore-
' Ian, was quoted by the Dallas
iTimes Herald as saying: “If

Foreman says I have eurtailed
ihis activities, he’s lying™
‘Advised Ruby Before .
" Kaufman, who denies any
connection with the Ruby
case, has given Ruby advice
in the past on civil matters.

Foreman announced his res-
ignation from the case in a
letter written today to Ruby.
He cited the following res-
R
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i sur—sister, M) Tva
Grant, Insists on retaining
and exercising the general
power of attorney from you.

“Attorney Kaufman . ., .|
thinks eriminal cases should
be tried as he tries civil cases.
I do not agree with his n;:ln-4
ion. . .

“Both attorney Xaufman
and Mrs. Grant believe that
your attorney should not ans-
wer - questions of the news
media except with ‘no com-

.The peculiar facts of . your

mEAC"T"Ho not agree with
this, especiaily in your case.

case make it necessary that
the public know whatever
facts mitigate the offense.

'-‘n’ﬁh‘-e—nm medifuiurrym;

were in court. © - e
" “Both convictions ought to
be set aside. Change in public-
opihion may help bring about

a reve"rnl in the  appellate
e

fs accused
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‘ [Housto’n La'wy”eT
"_"SG)’S He Prefers
7 Working Alone ~ |-

s

y JERRY RICHMOND, Staff Writer .
oreman resigned Monday as chief defense . = . |Dote: .
counsel for convicted murderer Jack Ruby only four | Editton: )
_ days after he officially entered the case. N - | Avthor: oo
Mr. Foreman said his resignation was due to “the - Eawr: Felix R. McKnight
- system of divided authority” under which the Ruby : fratle:. -
defense effort was being conducted. ’ ' -5’ g0
The Houston attorney announced his withdrawal =

L)

. e ¢ .

- from the case in a letter hand-delivered to Ruby in his , Character: . - =~
‘ jaif cem“sflortly before noon Monday. =~ - - - o cer . - e :
- . S ) Cilassification: e e
l ) ) ) . ‘ T . . Submitting Ofiice: o _ Pallas
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" after Ruby's family fired

. ' MORE WORK 32z ]
do not concur,” Mr. Fore-
former chiel- counsel in the case, mlmsletterwd *“There is a tre-
Melvin Belli, in an apparent dis- mendous amount of work to be
sgreement over his tactics during done, both out of court and at
and after the trial. the hearing on the ‘amended mo-
MONEY NOT FACTOR ition for a pew trial. Unless this
In his letter to Ruby, the Hous- is done, in my opinion, several
ton attorney said “there is no pos- important legal points will not be
sibility that you and I could not iproperly presened for eunnden
agree on a fee and a method of (tion on appeal.”
payment. When a human life is | Mr. Foreman said it was not

Mz_Eoreman entered the asc'

at stake, there should be no quib-
bling about money.

*“But the conditions under which
T would be required to work as
your counsel on appeal, and in
any future trials, would so handi-
cap my efforts that I do not think
it worthwhile to discuss further
my employment in your case,” he

- ~conciuded.

He listed these conditions as:
“1. Your sister, Mrs. Eva Grant,.
ists on retaining and exercis-
g the general power of attormdy
you. This means ] d
l ve {o ‘represent’ her as 1
&5 you.- Such would make
twork twice as time-consy;
b “2. Attorney (Stanle \Knufman
lhas, and  deserves, your confi-
dence. He thinks criminal  cases
ishould be tried as he tries civil
‘cases. 1 do not agree with his
opinion. But since he is closer to
you than I could ever become 1
would possibly have ancther per-,
son criticizing my conduct of your
appeal and retrial.” |
Mr. Kauiman was identified l's
a friend and adviser of the Ruby
family. ]
The Houston lawyer said Mr.
Kaufman considers the record of
the Ruby case closed and ﬂnt
thereisnothingtobedomhxt

wrie m_e.bgefmdurzuethecue

atives.”

true that he was rejected by Ruby
after his Sunday interview with the;

r nightspot operator, i
Mr. Ruby didn't tell me
[ 't want me. He did want nje,”

Mj. Foreman stated.

. The defense attorney said he

ilikes to “try a case alone” and

than his client.
“ldjustusocmtepxuentEvn
Grant as Jack Ruby, but I don't
want to represent both of them,”
Mr. Foreman added. “I'd just as
loonrepre.entuttorrwyhufmnn.
but not all three of them.” - -
The Houston atiorney was
asked whether be objected to at-
torneys Joe Tonahill and Phil Bur-
Jeson remaining in the case. The

two were members of Ruby’s de- -

fense team under Melvin Belil.
“1 don't object to them individ-'
lnlly. but I'd rather work alone,”
Mr. Foreman said. “Working with
others slows me down. [ spent 16
hours Sunday and we got mo-

t
where.lflhndbeendmeleaﬂdi o
have dictated the unended mo-‘ h

tion ip that time
lnnpreuoonlereneellr.!‘or&
man summed up his reasons for,
withdrawing from the case this
way: "ldono(thmknhmrn-
luminzthe mponsibm!ylwthu
man's life ghould have to share’

that responsibility with a civil law-
nd pumerous unljcepsed gyl-

?




