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He Thinks Experts Would
Have Found Texan Insane

——
ettt

' By TEOMAS T. ¥ENTON

The star psychiatric witness for
Jack L. Ruby said yesterday that
if twelve psychiatrists had ex-
- amined Ruby, most of them would
thave found him legally insane.

. “We were honestly convinced
that this man had 2 good ease
from the point of view of legal
irresponsibility,”" Dr.- Manfred s.
Guttmacher said in an interview
yesterday. .

“Ar Uphill Battle”
ut it was an uphill battle al]
o way,” Dr. Guitmacher said,
Jreferring to defense efiorts in be.

hal{of Ruby the 52-year-old Dal..

'lascis‘::.dnb 61.;erator Corrdemmed
to death by a Dallas jury Satur-
day for the slaying of Lee Harvey

]
"

idest Kennedy,

everyone who is against capital

Dr. Guttmacher said,

Persons who oppose capital
punishment are wusually of the
“liberal fringe” and tend to be
sympathetic to psychiatry, he said.

The defense pleaded not guilty
ity, relying on
the testimony of Dr. Guttmacher
—medical officer of the Supreme

Oswald, accused assassin of Pres.| -
“H you immediately disqualify '
punishment, you load the jury,”} -

Bench of Baltimore and a national!

* fauthority on criminal psychiatry—

and other leading mental ex-

perts. The jury found Ruby legally
sane at the time of the crime,

Under Texas law, the burden of

- proof was on the defense to show

“‘At Jeast a preponderance of the
‘evidence was there,” Dr. Gutt-
macher said.

Dr. Guttmacher said he felt the
Jury, which could have awarded
" anything from two years {o death

an the basis of & guilty finding,

should have at Jeast considered

nsanity by a preponderance of] the
vidence,

Ruby’s mental sickness as & miti-
LEYH 11

“4nd unless the CTin T~ waspne-
meflm,_ﬁuy bad ‘mo right to
give him death,” he said.
. “Statement” Mentioned
To show premeditation, the
prosecution relied on police testi-
mony that Ruby said two days be.|
fore the ghooting that he was going
to shoot Oswald.
Dr. Guttmacher, who examined
Ruby for a total of twelve hours
ot December 21 and 22 and March

2 and 3, said Ruby denied making| -

such a staiement, He may have
forgotten making the statsment to
police, the 65-year-<old pyschiatrist
l‘i:ledl “but I think it's highly un-

y.” . :

“Ruby claimed he never planned
this, arid 1 think this is true.” The,
timing of the act also indicates a
lack of premeditation, Dr. Gutt-
macher said,

: Refers Te Radio

Dr. Guttmacher said Ruby told
him he had heard a radio an-
nouncement the day before that
Oswald was to be moved from the
police station to the county ail
about 10 A.M.

On the day of Oswald's transfer
and death, Ruby left his apartment
about 10.30 A.M, and sent a tele-
gram at the Western Union office
at 11.15 A M. On leaving the tele-

aph office, he walked over to the

lice station. .. = - veais
tless television viewers, in-
ding the fjurors, saw Ruby

oot Oswald at 11.21 A M.

Dr. Guttmacher said he falled
to understand District A
Henry M. Wade's comment after
the verdict that the psychiatric
defense had been *‘weak * 1

: 66 Witnesses

The only State psychiatric ex-
amination of Ruby was by Dr.
John T. Holbrook, & local Texas
ssychiatrist, who saw Ruby for
30 more than an bour on the day
ater the shooting, Dr. Guti-
nacher noted,

Dr. Holbrook—one of the 3 (out
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. noted.

of 66) witnesses heard during the
Tial who expressed an opinion
on Ruby's sanily at the time of

crime—testified Ruby was
sane.

The other two, Dr. Guttmacher
and another defense psychiatrist,
said they thought Ruby at the
time of the crime did pot know
right from wrong or understand.
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TRuby was quile depressedft. NEWS POST
definition of insanity under T‘i“ —_ THE SORDAY
h;}. Guttmacher also termed ‘AMERICAN

“incredible” a suggestion by an
assistant prosecutor afier the ver-
dict that the defense would have
been stronger if it had “gone for

one ghould “pick a diagnosis that
will stick. Psychiatrists lhguld
never manufacture diagnoses.”
Melvin Belli, Ruby's defense
counsel, “never ‘asked ‘mecﬁto
<change my festimony a fraction
of agn inih,“ Dr. Gutimacher
Discussing his diagnostic 'im-
pression of Ruby, Dr. Guttmacher
said that psyclholigica] lut.(sbaqd
ectroencephalograms rain
:]nve tests? showed “unmistaka-
ble evidence of brain damage.”
“We also had testimony of the
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tremendous degree of his upset-
pess over a period of & day and
a half,
*  “Psychomotor Epliepsy”
*This man unguuﬁol:ablio:‘i:
molor e a b
m& can ecZuse lackou_t sel-
zures), but I did not maintain
that the murder wag the result
oA -

B




|Dr.Guttmacheruidﬂnt|o

| one=couid odefinitely sErre—thaf]

Ruby was suffering from such
2 blackout at the time of the
murder unless competant observ-
ers had actually exami him
at the time of the murder.

«[ gaid that Ruby had the ab-
‘pormal’ lity one finds fre-
quently n psychomotor ‘epilepsy.

“Many of these people are
prone to explosive eutbursis of
a compulsive nature.”

#Suddenly The Door Opens™ ’

With Ruby's weak mature al-
ready extremely upset by Presi-
dent Kennedy's assassination, the
uncontrollable explosive outburst
that resulted in Oswald's death
was triggered, Dr. Guttmacher
said, after Ruby walked down the
ramp of the police station into
the flood of lights. “Suddenly the
door -opens. Here is this man he
describes as a ‘rat’ with a
‘smirk’ on his face.”

“Ruby professes only & bhary
memory of the actual act.’

1 think this man really thought
of himself as an exterminator,
not a5 a man who bad taken a
buman life,” Dr. Guttmacher
said. :
Dr. Guitmacher said (he theo-
ries of Dr. Karl Menninger on
“episodic dyscontrol” “precisely

fit the-casawf Jack Rubytiommms




