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‘Ruby's Conviction 7t

: well - have - prompted
"Juror in for questioning. Certainly, If ¢

q

" I errors-were commi in the
trial ind conviction of Jack™Rlby one
may be sure that they WIT B¢ Yeledled
in the appeliate courts—even if this

- means that Ruby must be tried again.

*+¥For our part, We are not impressed

by the anguished outcries of defense

atlorneys. Melvin Belli, chief defense
counsel, assailed Judge Joe B. Brown's
‘charge to the jury in these terms: “It's
‘un - American, un-Texan and unsani-

tary.” For good measure, his assistant, - N

Joe H. Tonahill, added that *it’s cold
blooded.” Whatever the import of this,

it does not go to the correctness, legal

or otherwise, of the charge. If the Judge
erred the higher courts will say so.

We should also think the appellate

_.)udges wil want to-take a long look
- at the report that one of the Jurors, -

‘prior to being ‘chosen, had told his

- employer he would vote for the death
. penalty if gelected to serve on the Jury. :
. Judge Brown saild he had “heard some- .

.thing about that,” and this, though
rumors abound ai such a trial, might
him to call the

the man had made up his mind in
advance, he had no business serving
on the jury and this could mean that

1 Ruby, as & matter of law, did not get
.3 fair trial. .

Also, there is room for doubt as
to whether Ruby was or was not of
sound mind. Under the District’s Dur-
ham rule, it is quite conceivable that

he would have been found not guilty .
because he was suffering from a mental

disease or defect. If 50, he might have
‘been released after spending a few .

_years'in & mental hospital.. But the'
Texas insanity law is different, and, )

thedusy may have been jystified. tn’
rejecting ‘the evidence offer
point by the defense. ‘

The climax to- this extraordinary | V_

trial.came with the televising of the.
uproar in the courtroom after the jury
had announced its verdict. This is be-

-lleved to be the first time that national! -

televising of such a courtroom scene
has been permitted ‘It:.ought to be!
the st - ® st !

on this

By .

d

.oxe

- Yol

WOT RLCORDLD

122 MAR S0 1964

———— S e

Mohr

Casper

e s o g P b A i

Tolson __% -~
Belmont

Callahan ________

v

Tdvel
Trotter

vans
Roseny
S ,’}Zn_—-—

The Washington Post and

Times Herald

“The Wdshington Daily N-‘ &
The Evening Star BL_‘

New York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-Americon

New York Mirror

New York Daily News
New York Post
The Now York Times
The ﬁark or

D —

Tele Room
Holmes
Gandy

o f

o v e oy

La A o Te R

“The New Leud

The Wall Street Jowrnal:
‘The National Observer

People’s Worlde______~ =

Date

Pl

pae

“196q "

e e

T9NiR2oIEEN



