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Befense Assails
“PDallas Justlce,
_Plans Appeal

C . By Gene Blake

The Los Angeles Timas

AS, March 14—
Jack Ruby today was con-.
vitted of murder with
malice and sentenced to
death in the electric chair
ifor the slaying of accused
presidential assassin Lee
Harvey Oswald.

The jury reached its ver-
dict in only 2 hours and 19
minutes of deliberations,
touching off a wild tirade by
chief defehse counsel Melvin
Belli of Californis. '

houted to newsmen who
around him. It lasted

gwd
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f, ‘works broke agfee

Ruby trial. Page All.
} - Belli vents gnger at ver- *’
ict. <t .- Pgge All
Lé..._: !L_s

“This is a little bit of Rus- -
AJIQI in the United States,” he'.. ,
" Dallas,” 'E

yearold strip. tease impre-

107 366uUT 10 minutes, %stil-Dis-
trict Judge Joe B. Brown
ordered the courtroom clearcd.

Ruby himself took the ver-

.dict calmly, with no apparent
change in the blank expres-
sion he has worn throughout
most of the fourweek tml.

’ 'Ddense te Appesal

Belli started his ﬂrade
while the jury, judge and de-
fendant were still in their
places and television cameras

" were trained on the scene.

“May 1 thank this jury for

- @ vietory,” Belli boomed, rising

10 his feet. you I will
appeal this verdict to a court
iwhere there is justice and due
process of law,”

Plainclothes sheriff’s depu-
ties closed in around Ruby
and hustled him quickly past
the counsel! table and out of
the courtroom.

“Don't worry, chk. we'll .

appeal this and take it out of
‘Belli assured the 82-

sario as he was escorted out.

-+ “May the record show it is
. ‘now 12:20," Belll addressed

ithe court reporter. “The jury -
.surted to deliberate this
morning at § and reached xhe
vw.:c:...u 11.30 - ,
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.Joe H. Tonahill, 8fool, 4-inch,

Qade Thanks Juro_

District Attorney Henry
Wade was brief and restrained
in his comments.

*] just thanked them (the
jurors) for what I thought was

the silver-haired prosecutor
drawled.

The case was turned over
to the jurors st 1:05 am. to-
day after nearly five hours of
closing arguments, but they

retired tp bed in their_quap,
ters_»ian, the courthouse im-]
mediately. ——

After a walk {o breakfast

at a nearby restaurant—dur-
ing which they passed the
slain man's mother, Margue-
rite Oswald, with no sign of
recognition from either side—
ithe jurors returned to begin
|deliberations at 9:10 a.m.
" Bell charged in his tirade
to newsmen that one of the
jurors had told his employer
before the trial that if he got
on the jury he would vote the
death penalty.

Asked about this later, Judge
Bbr;owin said he had heard
about it. ’

“l didn't do anytiIng about
it” he said. “It was hearzay.”

Belli. dressed for the occa-
-sion all in black, including a
tieless black sport shirt, was
completely unrestrained in
<his bitter reaction to the ver-
Aiet.”

“Do you believe now that

there is justice in Dallas” he
began, before the converging
television cameramen could
get in position.
' “You fellows who have been
here five weeks have seen 2
little bit of Russia in the
United Stater. You have a
pretty good impression of one
of the sore spots.

“Judge Brown went down
the line for every motion the
District Attorney made. It led
to 30 reversible errors that
a:w law student would recog-
nize.”

Associate

defense counsel

250-pound lawyer from Jasper,

2 fair and impartial verdict,” .

" 1§ail, Belii reported:

- jtion door.

- brother Earl, his sister, Eileen

. added a crxgﬁe com-
deme—e”

_ter, Eva Grant, did not appear.

. ‘at 12:19 p.m. and Ruby was
- brought in under the eyes of

“If_was g violegt miscarri-,
age of justice,” he sald.

Belli said he was going to
visit Ruby, then start work on
the appeal “forthwith — to-
day.”

At that point Judge Brown,
who was in an anteroom but
couldn’t miss the hubbub,
ordered it halled and Sheriff
Bill Decker cleared the court-
room. .

Ruby will remain in the
county jail here pending an
appeal. Defense attorneys in-
dicated that the first step will
be taken ‘néxt week with &
motion for a new trial.

If that motion is denied, an
appeal of Ruby's econviction
would have to start in the
Texas Court of Criminal Ap-
peals.

Should JAhe.appeals court
rule against Ruby, the appeal
route in State courts would
be exhausted and his
neys would then have to turn
to the 5th US. Circuit Court
of Appeals in New Orleans.
From there, they could appeal-
to the United States Supreme
Court.

After visiting Ruby in thel

“He is surprisingly ulm.
He is surprised that some of
the police officers he thought
were his friends turned
jagainst him on 'the wltnen
istand.””

It was at 11:35 am. that a
rap came on the jury deubera-

Bailiff Bo Mabu unlocked
the door. Max E. Causey, 33,
the first juror chosen and
llocked up,.mors__than three
weeks ago, was standing there
in his role as foreman.

“We. lnve a verdlct," Causey
said.

1t took nurly 45 minutes
to round up everyone, with
Belli first on the scene. Wade
and his assistants, Jim Bowie,
William Alexander and Frank
Watts, were next, followed by
Tonahill and defense attorney
Phil Burleson.

. With the latier came Ruby's

Kaminsky, and his roommate,
George Senator. Another sis-

Judge Brown took the bench

television and newsree]l cam-

attor-| .

“fxmrwbout to rereiveTver-
dict in the case styled State
of Texas vs. Jack Ruby,” the
Judge announced.

“] want no sort of demon-
stration, no sounds, no gesture
of any kind. Bring the jury in.

“When 1 f{finish everyone
will remain seated until I of-
ficially discharge the jury.

Solemn-faced, the jurors
filed in at 12:22 and took u:etr
seats.

! “Ladies snd gentlemen of
the jury, you have reached a
verdict?” Judge Brown asked.

“We have,” they nodded in
assent, and Foreman Causey
handed the*-formi—to Bailiff
Mabra. The bailiff handed it
to Judge Brown. -
. “We, the jury,” the Judge
{read, “find the defendant
guilty of murder with malice,}
{as charged in the indictment,
and assess his punishment at
death. Signed Max E, Cauuy,
Foreman.”

“So say you all?” the Judge
Jasked the jurors.” Will you

is your verdict? o
t All did, and the Judge ais|
charged the jurors, each to be
taken home with an escort to
favoid questioners -— at their
own request. But they did not

Belli's tirade.

Thus did the Jack Ruby case
end in the glare of television
and the spotlight of the world,
just as it began two days after
the assassination of President
Kennedy when the accused as-
sassin was gunned down in the
basement~of City Hait—= -
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