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By HUGH AYNESWORTH 
‘And CARL FREUND 

"A. defense peychiatrstsgh 
fied Tuesday that Jack Ruby 

awas legally insane when he shot 

the Marxist accused of assas- 

sinating President John F, Ken- 

Dr. Manfred Guttmacher of 

Baltimore, Md., said he is con- 

: anced. Ruby could not distin- 

nish between right and wrong, 

en be fired a lethal bullef. 

Lee Harvey Oswald whil¢ 

millions watched on television. 

Melvin Belli, -the chief 

fense lawyer, called Dr. Gutt- 

macher to the stand after tell- 

ing reporters, “We cither make 

aoe 

_- Doctor Says 
a Ruby df 

nature and consequences of his 

aa ace the difference be... 
tween right and wrong?” 

This is the test of insanity 

under Texas law. : . 

Dr. Guttmacher, who exam- 

ined Ruby in his county jail cell, — 

answered immediately: 

. “| DON'T THINK he was ca-— 

pable of distinguishing between 

right and wrong or knowing 

nature and quality of his aq 

at the time of the homicide.” 

Another. psychiatrist called 

a defense witness, Dr. Martin 

nsane 
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it or break it this afternoon.” - . Editor: 5 k B gra 

‘DR. GUTTMACHER wes the 
dpitte: ” ac . ueger 

star witness for the defense. 
, we Ta ee 

And Belli wasted no time in 

getting to the heart of the de. 
cheracter: 

* fense contention that Ruby was 
on cee 

temporarily insane when he shot 

pote une Oswald in the City Hall base 
ment Nov. 24. 

As soon as the psychiatrist 

settled into the witness chair, 

Belli asked: : 

2 Do you have an opin 

‘ic whethe? Ruby Femredé 
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# Texas medical school at Gal- 
’ weston, testified Ruby was sub-_ 

ject to blackout seizures in 
which he “would perform as an 
automaton.” 

Dr. Towler also showed jurors 
- gesults of “brain wave" tests 

given. ‘Ruby and said they 
showed “abnormalities.” 

The psychiatrist said, hhow- 
ever, that he “has no way of 
knowing” whether Ruby could 
distinguish. between right end 
‘wrong when he shot Oswald. 

_ REPLYING TO a question by 
Dist. Atty. Henry Wade, Dr. 
Towler told jurors he could not 
gay positively that Ruby’ 
“blacked out” before shooting 
Oswald. 

Wade asked: 
“You have no opinion con- 

4 , , . 

* Towler cf the University ol———nuby might go berserk inthe . Belli 
courtroom, and even try to end 

vhis life in the presence of jurors, 
if put on the witness stand. 
Ruby is an extremely lone- 

Jy individual tortured by an in- 
ner sexual conflict and an ab- 
normal desire to be “‘accepted 

_and admired by everyone.” 

—THE BALDING slayer was 
proud of his body, almost to 
the standpoint of being vain, 
and worried that he would lose 
the rest of his hair. 

Both psychiatrists said Ruby's 
emotional problems resulted 
partially from the “wretched”. 
childhood he spent in a tough 
neighborhood in Chicago. They 
said they had been told his 
father was a drunken tyrant 
and his mother became a pa- 
tient in an Illinois mental 

cerning whether the defendant ‘pital 
knew right from wrong or 

- whether be was in a seizure at 
the time he shot Lee Harv 

wald?” 

Dr. Towler answered: — 

“] have no opinion and ] ha 
no way of knowing that.” — 

Ruby appeared fascinated 
when the sandy-haired psychia- 
trist began explaining results of 
electroencephalograph tests 
which recorded impulses given 
off by the brain of the 52-year- 

-. old slayer. . 

. BUT, AS DR. TOWLER con- 

tinued to describe ‘the signifi- 
’ gance of various markings on 

graph-like paper, Ruby seemed 
to become bored. 

‘Alter testifying that he be-. 

lieved Ruby insane when he 
pulled the trigger, Dr. Gutl- 

macher told jurors: 
Ruby has suicidal impulses 

* . which could lead him to try to 
: kit peesctt? 

    

One of the sharpest exchang 
of the trial, now in its fourth 
week, erupted during question- 

inglof Dr. Guttmacher. . 
1{ started when Wade asked 

Judge Joe B. Brown to order 
Dr. Guttmacher to stop givin: 
“rambling” answers. : 

BELLI, WHO HAS privately © 
referred to psychiatrisis as 
“head shrinkers,” jumped to his 
feet and shouted: , 
“This is cornbali talk and I 

. resent it. He’s insulting this 

distinguished psychiatrist.” 
“Well, he was rambling.” 

Wade insisted. 

“That's because don't 

understand it,” Belli shot back. 

“Coming from someone who 

lives in Dallas, a city which 
prides itself on its sophistica- 
tion, it’s an insult. It's the height 
of ignorance.” 
Meanwhile, First Assistant 

Dist. Atty. A. D. Jim Bowie 
was shouting that Belli should 

- *“Jearn something” ghoul s 

Te Shenaan Movant ie 

Ruby would testify in his oe 

defense. 

  

Now he says the slayer - 
‘won't take the stand. wo 

JUDGE BROWN will tll og set 

jurors they cannot consider = 

Ruby's failure to testify, Belli ; 

knows, however, that jurofs =: 

often ask themselves why @ © 0 7 7H" 

defendant failed to testify. ee, 

Dr. Guttmacher’s testimony 

would give them a reason. 

The psychiatrist, who is Ta- 

tionally recognized, said Ruby 

aight “crack up” if subjected 

‘to the pressure of testifying in 

the heavily guarded courtroom. 

On the other hand, Dr. Gutt- . 

macher said, be might remain 

calm. te os 

“There is no way of knowing.” 

he commented. ” 

Dr. Guttmacher said -Ruby ~ 

gegarded the Kennedys as @ 

mode! family and closely jdenti- 

fied himself with them. © 

THE PSYCHIATRIST -said 

Ruby struggled to keep his 

sanity after the assassination. 

Then, the witness said, Ruby 
Oswald and regarded 

- year-old Communist - 

thizer as looking like “a 

cunning vicious animal . - 

‘That was too much for the 
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tortyred mind, Dr. Guttmachez___A_He told me about spells 
said : pe vchomotor 

referring to his diagnosis, Waiting outside the courtroom 
was Oswald's mother, Mrs. Mar- 
guerite Oswald of Fort Worth, 
who came to Dallas to attend 
the trial. 

Saying they feared she would 

. disrupt the trial with outbursts - 
if allowed in the courtroom, 
Prosecutors subpoenaed Mrs. 

Oswald a a witness. This forced 
her to stay outside. 

ANOTHER WITNESS, Leo 
Torti, scuffled briefly with Dep- 
uty Sheriff Charles Player after 
Piayer barred him from enter- 
ing the courtroom. 

’ Torti, a defense witness, was 
released after he explained that 

he merely wanted to get per- 
-Taission to lave the waiting | 
area long enough to get a late 
breaklast. 

Both Dr. Guttmacher and 
bwler cited impressive bacf- 
cunds upon taking the sta 

;. Guttmacher serves as 
iatrist for the Baltimore . 

courts, advises the Army in the 
. field-of psychiatry and teaches 

at John Hopkins University. Dr. 
Towler teaches at the Galveston 
medical school and serves on 

the staff of John Sealy Hospital 
there. 

DR. TOWLER testified through- 
‘out the morning session. — 

Leaving the witness stand 
midway through his testimony, 
he went to the jury box and 
showed jurors results of tests 
which he .and two other psy- 

' chiatrists gave Ruby. 

Leaning forward, Ruby tried 
to keep up with the stestimony. 
But it was difficult, and he soon 

. “gave up. 

Apparently bored, he let out 
a big yawn. 

that he had. 
Q. Were these spells, as he 

called them, transient in na- 
dure? 

A. Yes, they were. His worst 
spells lasted 30 to 4 seconds. 
During these spells, he said, he 
felt uneasy and that bis head 
was cracking open. 
Q. WHAT ELSE did he sa 
A. He said he did not hee 

tonsciouness, but felt that he 
‘was about to black out... 
He mentioned that, during 
a trip to New York, he had the 
sensation of having been there 
before although he had not. 

Dr. Towler said Ruby also 
mentioned a “prickly 
sation” during these spells. 

Q. Did he remember how 
“he had had these: spells. 

A. He said the spelis began 
15 or 20 years ago. In the same 
session, he guessed they start- 
ed 8 or 9 years ago. In another 
session, he said 4 or 5 years 

o and in still another he 
in't know. 

Q. Did he say he had consult- 
with a physician? 

. A. T asked him and he replied 
negatively. 

DR. TOWLER SAID Ruby 
also mentioned other spells 
awhile he was in bed at night. 

“He said he had felt a cramp- 
‘ing sensation throughout his 
body and felt like his whole 

’ body was being paralyzed,” the 
psychiatrist related. 

Q. What about Kis general - 
physical condition? 

A. It was apparent that the 
subject was a health addict. 
He seemed to take pride in his 
physical well being., He ee et 
intenosiedsin health fads: 

Belli asked Dr. Towler, “What 
dié-Fest 1 you?" eh 

Dr. Towler 

But Belli sed the words, 
“psychomotor epilepsy,” - and 

‘the psychiatrist did not dispute 
dim. 

PROSECUTORS PLAN to call 
Dr. John Holbrook, -another 
member of the team of three 
psychiatrists which gave labo- 
Tatory tests to Ruby, They say 
he will challenge the diagnosis 
of “psychomotor epilepsy” and 

Tight from wrong. They say 
er psychiatrists to back up their 

‘they are also ready to call oth- 
contention that Ruby was~and - - 
-is—sane, 

Dr. Towler also used the * 
words “seizure disorder” to de- - 
scribe Ruby's condition. Belli - 
asked about the symptoms. 

A. They may feel an over- 
whelming sense of despondency -— 

or despair. Or they may have | 
other symptoms. 

Q. Can you telj ‘us what they 
do in spells? Can they carry on 
normal activities. — | 

A. THEY MAY perform their 
usual day-to-day tasks. They 
may do ao with great precision. 
“They may drive an automobile. . 
I recall one case in which an 
enlisted man took the command- 
ing general’s car, drove it three 
dissie—ent then Wrecied=it _ 

       



  

while jn_s seizure. We calli] think we are dealing with 
a very abnormal individual Wie cher: automaton.” 

Q. In these spells does a man 
know what he is doing? 

Dr. Towler said a man in a 
seizure may remember nothing 
that transpired or may recall 
bits of the events which took’ 
place. He said they may try to 
fill in the blank spots with 
imaginary material. 
Both Dr. Towler and Dr. 

Guttmacher said Ruby and his 
relatives related various inci- 
dents in which the slayer suf- 
fered head injuries. These in- 
volved .accidental falls, a car 
“wreck and brawis. 

THEY SAID THESE incidents 
‘could have caused brain dam- 
.age. Or, they said, it is possible 
that Ruby contracted encepha- 
litis and this affected his brain 
during a “prolonged seige” of 
influenza in 1918. 

Reading from his report, Dr. 
Guttmacher said Ruby's inner 
sex conflict revealed itself in 
his fights and his desire to ex- 
hibit his body. . 

(A stripper who worked in 
Ruby's club testified Monday 
‘that he liked to come into the 
dressing room used by her and 
other entertainers and “show 
‘off his ‘muscles.”) 

The jury had already ‘heard 
testimony from Dr. Guttmacher 
that Ruby stated he had con- 
tracted gonorrhea on five occa- 

sions. . 

‘DR. GUTTMACHER told ju- 
ors he concluded Ruby was 
“an extremely impulsive indi- 
vidual who acts before be 
thinks.” 

a eferring to his report, the 
. Baltimore psychiatrist said: ~~ 

  

has an abnormal personality 
structure. We have here a man 
who struggled to keep his san- 
ity. He felt a deep degree of 
involvement. There was a dis- 
ruption. of his ego.” 

Belli asked, “What do you 
mean?” 

“His defenses crumbled,” the 
psychiatrist replied. 

Q. What did he tell you about 
President Kennedy? 
A. He told me, “T fell for 
him.” 
Dr. Guttmacher said Ruby re- 

ferred to the President with 
words most people use to de- 
scribe a romance. 

THE PSYCHIATRIST said 
Ruby admired President Ken- 
nedy as “The leading member 
of a model family’’ and com- 
spared the apparently happy life 
of the Kennedys with his own 
“wretched” boyhood. 

Dr. Guttmacher also ‘testified 
over objections of prosecutors 
that Ruby, a Jew, was “actual- 
ly aware that he was a member 

_of a minority group” and that 
the slayer admired the strong 
stand taken by the President on 
the civil rights issue. 
The psychiatrist said he was 

told that Ruby was “greatly dis- 
turbed"” by @ Dallas News ad 
which criticized President Ken- . 
nedy and by pictures which 
showed Mrs. Kennery with blood 
on her dress after the assassina- 
tion. 

BELLI ASKED, “What did 
Ruby tell you?” 
“He said he didn’t want to 

“assassination.” | 
oom 

a MYT Beale etnies 

The defense lawer asked wr. 

“What do you think happened 
at the time Jack Ruby shot 
Lee Harvey Oswaid?” 
The psychiatrist replied: 
“TI think we're dealing with a : 

‘very abnormal! individual with 
a very abnormal personality 

. Structure who has a very weak 
; @go structure and was under a 

very great emotional impact for 
a couple of days. — 

“I THINK he was struggling 
- to keep his sanity during this 

period. I think he had an on- 
usual amount of involvement in _- 
the whole tragedy, and I think 
he came upon this perpetrator 
of the assassination and, with 

- this, a disruption of his ego. I 
think there was a psychotic epi- 
sode..... 

“All his defenses clumbled 
and his hostile, aggressive feel- 
Ings came to the fore and fo ; : 
cused on this one individual with -~ 
the homicide resulting.” 

Prosecutors have suggested . 
that Ruby shot Oswald in ‘the 
mistaken belief it. would bring 
him “fame and fortune.” They 
pictured Ruby as a cold-blooded 
killer who plotted and carried *- oe 
out an execution. . : 

A detective stated that he 
heard Ruby say he intended to 
fire three shots, Detectives also 
quoted Ruby as calling Oswaid 
a “son of a bit . 

DR. GUTIMACHER said Ruby | 
did not use these words when 

he (the psychiatrist) asked Ruby ~-: 
to recall what happened in the 
City Hall basement. 
The prone a Be 7 “s 

the _go on living any more after ghe told him: ____ 

    

     

     



    

   

                                                                                

   

    

     

“When Oswald came out, he ALEXANDER DROPPED 
had Very smirky eyes. He looketi—yaer'that Ruby attempted to. gain 
like a rat, an animal, a Com- 
muunist. 1 don't recall whether 
] said, "You killed my president’ 
‘or whether I said anything at 
all.” 

- Guttmacher, under cross-ex- 
amination by Assistant Dist. 

_ Atty. William Alexander, told 
about a “crackup” Ruby suf- 
fered in 1952. 

“He locked himself in the 
Cotton Bow] Hotel for weeks,” 
the psychiatrist said, “and said 
he almost committed suicide, 
‘but didn’t have the guts.” 

- Q-What set off this seizure? 
" AHe told me it was because 

he had just lost the Silver Spur 
a South Dallas night club) and 
was despondent. _ 

ALEXANDER SAID Ruby still 
had the Silver Spur and had ac-- 
quired the Club Vegas by 1954. 

Tf you found he wasn’t tel 
ing you the truth about th 
fags would that make a diffe: 

vence?” Alexander asked. 
Guttmacher said he wasn't 

sure, that there were inaccura- 
cies in everybody's account of 
their life. 

BELLI WAS adamant when 
Alexander asked Dr. Guttmach- 
er if Ruby told him about trying 

. to sell Jeeps to Castro 
Ruby's chief attorney jumped 

up, straightened his hair and 
shouted, “I demand an offer of 
‘proof. It may be funny to these 
people (pointing toward specta- 
tors and press) but not to me.” 
Alexander 

question. 
- Q—Did he tell you the purpose 
of his trip to Cuba? 
“k=“Tormake some monevs 

rephrased the 

admittance—with sandwiches — 
to the Homicide Department of . 
the police station the night of 
Nov. 22. 
Q-Would it make any differ- 

ence in your opinion about Ruby 
H he was trying to take sand- 
‘wiches into the Homicide Bu- 
reau to get near Oswald? 

A~—Oh, if he was like other 
people, curosity seekers trying 

to see this man, I can't see how 
it would have great bearing. 

“If it were to identify him for 
a later shooting,” the doctor 
continued, “‘then it would, yes.” 
QuAt what specific time did - 

Ruby enter this fugue state? 
A—In my opinion when he 

walked down the ramp there, 
saw all the people, the bright 

lights, and eva 

Q-WOULD THE FACT 
uby sold his life story for m 
make any difference to 

A-—No. 
'Q—Wouuld the fact that 

looked foward to making money 

   
   

  

out of killing Lee Harvey Os- — 
wald change your opinion? 
A—I don’t think it would. 
Q—Would he have been sane 

4f he knew what happened, 
where he was and if he under- 
stood the consequences of his 
deed? 
A—If all those things were 

known, it would not have been 
the act of an unsound mind... 
and if he had a clear memory 
of the episode. 
Guttmacher said he took into 

consideration the fact that Ruby 
had spent several weeks in jail 
and had formally been charged 
with murder and faced with the 
death penalty before the exam- 
inatrons “Tae been MESS 

    

ALEXANDER CONTINUED: 
‘Would it make any diflerence 

to you if some of the facts Jack .. 
Ruby told _ you were proved 
false? 

were. 
Alexander introduced several 

passages 

and excerpts from a 1961 speech 
presented in California. 

One of the statements Alex- 
ander supplied from the book 
said: 

“Epilepsy is anything but a 
temporary affliction.” 
Guttmacher said, “I cannot 

tell you who wrote that, but it’s 
there.” He suggested that a co- 
-author wrote that particular 

ence. 

OTHER EXCERPT rea 
“Temporary insanity exists 

in the courtroom.” : 
“Those things (the writings) 

do not apply to this case,” said _ 
Guttmacher. - 

Ant would depend on which 

from Guttmacher's | a oe 
book, “Psychiatry and the Law” =. 

res 
to: 

Shortly after this, Belli ob : 
jected to the prosecution inter-"°..- 
fupting the witness. Wade 
jomped up and shouted: 
“Judge, are you gonna let that ° 

lawyer. call us ignorant and all! 
that?” 
“You were a cornball a long 

time ago,” Belli said. “And he 
(pointing to Alexander) called © 
the people of Dallas. peasants 

and you know it, and he called . 
him a Jew boy, too (sweeping . 

his arm to point at Ruby).”: 
Joe Tonahill jumped up, point-. : 

‘ed to Alexander and boomed: 
“And be took the Lord's name wot 

in vain, too, your honor.” | . 
The audience > gullawed loudly — 

and the judge called things to . 
order. Belli apologized as he - 
usually does after such an ‘out. 

. burst, then said: 

“It might be well for then, to 
-do"a Bittle “apologizing, too.” © 
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