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Ruby Reads
Law Books
- At Trial .

Courtroom jottings from the

’ ;Jack Ruby murder trisl:

, Ruby donned born-rimmed
{glasse: and read & law book while'
-his attorneys questioned prospec-
tive jurors. As he read, he scrib-
bied notes which he handed to
the lawyers. An overhead light
reflected from his -bald dome.
Artists  filled the jury box.
Judge Joe B. Brown allowed them
to sit there so they could sketch

" .courtroom scenes from a differ-

-ent angle.

Judge John Mead of Criminal
District Court No. 4 took a “bus-;
man's holiday” and joined apec-f

{tators in the couriroom. i

Dist. Atty. Henry Wade, who
ipufied on a cigarette as the trial:
started, has gone back to his habit!
of chewing cigars in the court

J The wife and 6-year-old sond

* {Melvin Belli, chie! defense law-

yer, flew here from San Fran-
cisco. When the boy began fret-
ting in the courtroom, Belli sig-
‘mled for his wife to ukn him
outside.

Lawyers can y tell when they're
getting on dangerous ground with
udge Brown. The judge sets his
jaw and peers at them through

na: ! e

{ONLY 32 SELECTED

* ta——————

Laws Fail

a 13th or “standby” juror,

long it may last.

to Provide

For ‘Standby’ Juror

Texas laws do not provide for| *It would be up to the Jawyers,™
a[Watts said. “If they agreed, the
|prosecutar in the Jack Rllby ll;lll" court could excuse the sick j\lﬂﬂ'

der trial noted Friday.
Assistant  Dist. Atty. ‘ank But, if either side objected, the -
Watts said laws here provide foricourt would have to declare &

the selection of only 12 jurors injm;gtrial ‘and we would hve o -
a murder trial, regardless of how|giart over.” ~

and Jet the attorneys continve se-
lecting jurors until they had 12.

There have been numerous pro-

If one of these jurors :houldposa!sthn:'raxundoptthepro

become too ill to continue hearing

testimony, Watts said, the judge

must end the trial. Then he would
a new trial date and lawyers

would start over in the selection
a jury.

The same would hold true if a
juror became ill during delibera-
tions after testimony ended.

What would happen if a juror
becgme ill_before the jury was

cedure followed in some states
and in federal courts, where the
judge instructs lawyers to choose
a 13th juror when a lengthy trial
appears likely. This juror is

nate juror.
He bears testimony and Jegal

pate in deliberations or vote on
the verdict unless ons of the 12

knownul“mndby"nraltu- N

arguments, but does mot partic- -

regular jurors becomes ji——= -




