
  
  

By CARL FREUND 
News Staff Writer 

“Want a month away from the 
-wife and kids? 

‘You may get it if you're 
thosen for jury duty in the Jack 

-. Ruby murder case, 

Attorneys estimate they wil will 
need from three to five weeks 

. to try Ruby on a charge of mur- 
dering Lee Harvey Oswald, the 
Marxist sniper accused of assas- 
singting President Kennedy 
here. 

As each juror is accepted. he 
‘will be “locked up” with other 

mbers of the jury. He won't 
a chance to go home or visit 

until.the trial ends. 

F IE GETS jo read a news- 

paper, he'll .find numerous 
stories scissored out. Since he 
is not allowed to read about the 

trial, bailifis must “censor” pa- 
pers given jurors and clip out 
stories written by reporters in 
the courtroom. 
The judge can bar radios and 

‘telvision sets from their quar- 
. ters to keep: jurors from hear- 

ing newscasts which might in- 
fluence their deliberations. 
' Attorneys will refer to venire- 
men, peremptory challenges, 
conscientious scruples and the 
court's charge repeatedly during 
the tedious task of choosing the 

jury. 
They use these words daily. 

But they may confuse the 900 
men and women called for jury 

_ uty. . 
These men and women are 

veniremen, The word refers to 

Prosmective jurors. 
_When_a lawyer uses a per- 

    

   

  

‘emptory challenge, he says, in 
effect, “Judge, we don't want. 
this man on the jury.” 

THE LAWYER need not give 

any reason. It may be that he 

didn't like something about the 

venireman’s background or the 

way he shifted his eyes around 

the courtroom during question- 

ing. © 

Each side is limited, however, 
in the number of peremptory 
challenges it may use during a 
trial. 

The prosecution and defense 
are alluwed 15 each in a capi- 
tal case. 

Lawyers place a high value on 
these challenges, Their use may 
determine the outcome of a 
trial. 

An attorney asks himself, 
“Should J reject this man? He's 
not the type of juror I would 
prefer. But, if I use up my chal- 

lenges too soon, I may be forced 
to accept veniremen I really 
don’t want on the jury.” 

There is another type of chal- 
Jenge—the challenge for cause. 

A prosecution or defense law- 
yer may challenge a venire- 

Ruby's guilt and could not cast 
it aside. 

A venireman woud disqualify 
himself also if he said he could 
mot give Ruby a fair trail be- 
cause the 52-year-old slayer had 
managed a striptease club. 

Attorneys could challence a 
venireman if he said he would 
not give “fair consideration” to 
a defense request for a sus- 
pended sentence, . 

This does not mean he must 
promise to suspend the sentence 
if he convicts Ruby, but mere- 
ly that he would consider sus- 
pending the sentence if it is five 
years or jess. 
Lawyers will talk about con- 

scientious scruples when they 
question yeniremen about their 
views on the death penalty, 

A VENIREMAN has conscien- 
tious scruples against the death 
penalty—and is subject to dis- 
qualification—if he says he 
could not assess it in any case 
because of his moral or religious 

A judge may rule that 2 
venireman is not disqualified on 
this point if the potential juror 
says he can imagine a case so 
horrible that he could assess the 

man on grounds he would_not__ceath penalty. 
make -a fair juror because of 
opinions he cannot set aside. 

IF THE JUDGE agrees, be 
disqualifies the venireman. 
There is no limit on these 
challenges. They may involve 
the venireman’s views oa var: : 
ious aspects of the case. 

Obviously. a venireman would 
be disqualified if he testified he 
had a sirong opinion about =~ 

  

Each juror will be told he 

Open: 12 Jobs at$5 a Day 
Ruby Jurors Can Prepare for Long Stay .: 

must agree to follow the court's 
charge. This is a iegal term 
which means instructions from 

the judge. 
‘The jurist will outline the var- 

jous verdicts which the jury 
could return, He will tell jurors 
they must find Ruby innocent *: 
unless prosecutors prove him 
guilty “beyond a reasonable 
‘doubt.” On the other hand, he 

will say, the burden is on de - 
fense lawyers to prove R 
was temporarily insane. 
Unusual situations may a 

as Jawyers play a cat-and-m 

Rame while chonsing ‘the jury uo 
which could send Ruby to the 
electric chair or set him free. 

For example, defense lawyers 
may try to show that a venire- 
man has conscientious scruples 
against the death penalty and, 
as a result, is disqualified, They 
could use this strategy if they 
opposed the venireman and 
wanted to disqualify him in- 
stead of spending a valuable . 

_ peremptory challenge. = 2 2 

IF ATTEMPTS to get a jury . 
here fail, Judge Joe B. Brown - 
will transfer the case to an 
other county. Dist. Atty. Henry 
Wade and his assistants vould 
team with et Rub 
_trying to convict Roby 
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