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Role Questioned |~ =~

i By BOB FENLEY and JEERY RICHMOND, Stalf Writers Character:.
{,\n%c attorney Melvin Belli charged Wednesday - o i
that JacK' uby is a victim of “a conspiracy” lo deprive . Clossification: .~ -
{him of @ TaiF Trial. Submitting Office: - ’Dallas -

But two thncsscs—includmg Dallas Crime Com-
mission President John Mckee—testified in Ruby's
change-of-venue hearing that they thought he could
. receive a fair trial here.

Mr. Belli made the charge of a “conspiracy” after

D Being Xnve:uqulod S -

./é /1

guestioning public relations man Sam Bloom, Wednes- ) NOT RECOR
f‘r CUP"INO ' «day morning's first witness, who also said he believed FEB CORDED
"é{l_,’_ﬁ____ Ruby could get & fair trial here for the slaying of : 12 _4
. ; RS . aceussS-misassin Lee Harvey Oswald. —— ,
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1o the line of gquestioning and; relused introduction of the YTC-

Mr. Belli replied:
man is obviously prejudiced and
biased, we fecl the defense has

a right to know who got him in, that withotu the records, I think 3,450 Brown then ordered Mr.
what his function is and how he our defendant is wvery seriously p 1 (o he scated lo continue bis

oulined the seating arrangemcnt
for the press.

“We believe there is a con-
spiracy, no matter how sophisti-
cated or subtle it may be,” Mr.
Belli charged, referring to the
efforts 1o try Ruby in Dallas.

But, Mr. Bloom said earlier, he
volunleered his firm's services

“Since this| ords when Mr. Belli asked that My, Bloom said:

!ﬂrybemldelpaﬂofthcmc-
! ord or identified. Mr. Belli said

prejudiced.”

“May they be prescrved by the
clerk?” asked Mr. Belli.

“No, sir,” replied Judge Brown.
i Attorney Tonahill interjected:
{"May we just have & photograph
‘of them?”

The judge again refused and
added: “Let’'s go on.”

“] can't go on,” rcplied W

At thic noint, the state objegicdl  Jydge Brown had several tipwes

only the mechanics of the casc. !codi and say.we have been prd
“Members of our firm assigned clifded fromn  secking evidend
to this activity were instructed wil].hout having some record that
there would be no press releases the evidence exists,”
and they would work only with LATER ADMITIED
the mechanics involved in supply-| The files were lafer admitted
ing the press with those tools uflinto evidence after Dist. Alty.
the trade they need for accurale Henry Wade withdrew the state’s
rcoverage,” he said. cbjections to their materiality in
! Mr. Bloom, who had been su}- the heuring. -
naed to bring all his files This action came after the 15-
Ruby case to court, said his minute recess during which Mr.

1

without compensation to handle Bbili, “l can't go Into fededn!
L

|

" figm was not represenling &0Y Belli threatened 1o go- immedi-

-individual and had not hecn con- 4105y 1o a federal court in an ef-
tacted by any individual or group godi (o force Judge Brown's cou
1o offer its services in the cAsC. (o lijontify or admil into evider
Asst. Dist. Atly. Bill Alexander ()¢ four disputed foldors. -
objecled immediately to defense The four folders were admitle
lawyer Belli's attempt 10 have gpened and persued by defense
all of Mr. Bloom's records Pl zyomeys. They contained foreign,

into evidence. Judge Joe B. gomestic and Jocal press requests
Brown sustained the objection.

Mr. Belli asked Mr. Bloom “n:plics 1o requests.

part of his job was to “make pcked # he used memos fo

an image. handle the requests for scals and

HASSLE DEVELOPS other equipment, Mr. Bloom .ye-

The four manila folders con-plicd, “No sir, because in this

taining Mr. Blooms’ records a ... (he pross needs were 100
fow minutes later became theg g S

center of an fnvolved legal has- "y o olined hat cach medium

sle ax the defense hammered at o .
the public relalions man's role inj the press bad different kinds
roqucsts.

the proceedings. . - ’ .
Al a later recess the siate said M Belli ‘“a.l'f"_'flo Who de-
sided it was fuid?

it aodd be all right if .
fense ;opi the rrgeords. . This question prompled a heat-
. " “"ed exchange and was never, ag

and the carbon copics of .agency -

 “DONT BARK AT ME" -~ "
“Mr. Belli, don’t bark at me™ .7 -
“Then don't you smile at.me,”;
retorted Mr. Belli. o

questioning. R
STORY INACCURATE
Mr. Belli asked Mr. Bloom
abou! a passage fram a Times
Herald story which stated that aj - -
ipress release announcing the tele-
vision ban had been issued by
the Bloom agency. - -0 .
“That is incorrect,” said Mr.
Bloom after reading the story.
" *Do you sec any other inac-
curacies?” asked Mr. Belli, and
the -public relations man said, “’I
don't kmow.”. .. __... . -}:
Just prior to.the questioning
about The “Times Herald story,
r. Bloom was asked whether
ntrols -the telephone and el
raph communications for
ross outside the courtroom.
“*When' did you tell Mrs. Han-
kins no one was {o get & tele-
phone oulside the courtroom with-
out your approval?” Mr. Belli
asked. -
*“] don't know anything about
that,” answcred Mr. Bloom. - -
*You don’t know,” pressed Mr.
Belli, “if when you call the tae-'
phone company they reler you to
the Bloom agency?™
“No sir,” said Mr. Bloom.
The defense then switched back
o questioning on Mr. Bilcom's ’
opinion on a fair trial for Ruby. - Tear
Asked why he thouzht Ruby could - -
get a fair trial, Mr. Bloam re- -
plied: . s
“1 belicve the people of Dallas -
are decent and honorable and will;
struggle for fairness™ =
Mr. Bloom said he thought the
cily and ils people were net on
trial for any events leading up to
Noy, or, afler the ascascings
tion. I
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“Do_vou gnnt him to be Yicd
bere,” Mr. Belli asked.

“I woulé very much want Mr.
: Rul.vvtofmdjmmct:i.nueuurtl
replied Mr. Bloom.

At one point Mr. Belli nked
Mr. Bloom if part of his job was
tc make “an image.” -

Mr. Bloom replied, *Yes, il that
kind of thing 15 ealied for.”

The dcfense atiorney then re-

_ marked, *You wouldn't make a
bad image, would you?"
Blooqx answered,

___.j never did start,” Mr, Bloom .
replied. *1 was niterested in seo.
ing the President had a warm wel-,
come, I did not ty o sell any
image. I did not try to creste an
imape, Mr. Belli.”

“PEOPLE ARE FAIR"

thought ' Ruby could receive a
fair trial in Dallas.

“Why do you feel this way
asked Mr. Tonahill. .

“Becuuse the people in Dallas
are fair,” he replied.

The Crime Commission presi:
dent added that he did not know

n, Judge Brown remarked, who shot Lee larvey Oswald.

Crime Commission Presxdent;
McKee told- the hearing he.scl

ions of a pubhc relatigns for a facl that it was Jack Ruby|:

“I'm going to overrule the state. He said he saw television
1 would like Mr. Bloom to eox- muvics of the shooting In the City
plain his relation with the court.”.Hall bascinent, “five, xix or ton
The witness then expluined that!times™ bul said he could not
his agency did nat huve pulilic]i enlily Ruby as the man who
selatines elienix other Uun opn- gelied the trigper,
mercial institutions, Ruby was brought down fr nl
Mr. Belhlhonnked “Theikis crll to the jury room %I
image (you prepare) is to scll{Judge Brown's courl at 7:57 a.m.
their comnodity, isn't it?" . Wednesby., Surrounded by what
Blooin replicd affirmatively. lappoured to be an unusually large
He later described his agency mroup of deputies, he was whisked
a3 a corporation with 53employes. by reporiers with only time to
Under questioning by Mr. Belli, say “good morning.” H
Mr. Bloanr denied he had been A  somelimes tm-bulcnl “and
requested by Dallas M“‘bpapﬂ'i sometimes dreary second day of
. %handlc the mechanics of the .the hearing closed Tiesday with

E - He said his motivathn defence Jawyer Joe Tonahill ex-
cae shartly before the Dec, §73 | pressing  gratitude  that Judge
bud hearing when he read stor

that there would be a problem,
in handling newsmen dor the

Lase. for Ruby, Dallas night club owner
: IMAGE 70 SELL? who killed accused presidential
| Mr. Belli brought up Mr.{|assassin Lee Harvey Oswald. .

18 WITNESSES
It was a dey in dvhich 16 wit-

{Bloom’s handling of the visit to

. lDallas of President Kennedy. -«
chardmg your handling of

. nuhlw relutions for the Prexident's
. »1viml you wanicd to sell Dallas as

Ja {riendly city?" asked Mr. BeDi.

*Yes sir,” answered Mr. Bloon.

“Are you still selling the image
‘af Dallas as a {irjendly lown""
‘asked Mr, Belh

“No sir."

*When did you tlop"' When.l_-i—mém said ‘Ruby could get a

{ PIdrAT¥as shot?”
. LA

and one did not offer an opinion.

ety o b

. ———.

trial in Dallas. ‘The others g]ther
rought newspaper evidence .or

testimony as to the proxinmiity of

the courtroom to the assassina-
tion site,

Askedwhatkga]mnwsmiglu

come belore the actual murder .-

trial of Ruby, Chic! Defense Coun-
Melvin Belli said Tuesday he

Jcould make no comment, but de-

Ucnse sources indicated “cvery
"I possible defense move would be
used in Ruby's behall.”

One possibility is & motion for a
sanity hearing before the actual
trial which is. schedulcd to bcgm
next Monday, .

In comments 1o reporters dur-
ingrecesses in'the change of

venue hearing, Mr. Belli has said,| ~ -

“There ave several federal ave-
nues open o us.”

3

als
traordinary  sumber “of  prospec-
Hlive jurors—30—had been sum-
imoned for all district courts on
Monday. ) i
When the state cmss-exammed
ACounty Judge W. L. (Lew) Ster-

Such moves might be made he-! -
jo the trinl, if the awustin tnr:-‘.u_:._ .

pinze of venue s denied.
udge Brown remarked duing

a fair irial for Ruby, a viclent
dispute arose.

j{Brown cxcused him from.a $25
contempt of court fine levied for
“sidebar remarks™ in the heanng

laccept the apology.”

nesscs sat on the stand. Twelve
of them testificd there couldn'tf
be a [uir trial in Dallas, ‘two said
there could be, one was ncutral

Defense attorney “Tonahill ‘com-
plained bitterly about the lack
ol “courtesy on the part of prose-
cution atlorneys.”

Mcments later when Asst. Dist] .-

Alty. A. D. Jim Bowie apolo-
gized, Mr. Tonahill exclaimed, “1

Judge Brown immediately Jd—
dressed Mr. Tonahill: “Go pay
your $25 and gel your tecexp(
- {from the clerk.”
| Taken aback, -the Jasper, Tex.
lla\\'vcr inquired why he was be

U was the defense’s day. The )udgc replied:
defense had taken a  drubbing lyoy about making ndebar e
Monday when it senl seven wit-

nesscstothcsmndand!u&d.'.ﬁ;“ iyou E!

mg beld in contempt and the
“l have u‘amed

imarks, then cautioned’ you and

ion of court Tuesday abex- . .

reit and asked his opinion about o
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(=Ml Torghill later reporied his
apclogy had suspended the fine.)

County Judge Sterrett had been
asked by the ticlense about the
county’s ability to provide ade-
quate Iacmucs for a trial of “this
scope.”

He said, “ltkﬂ:cbcslwm

r_e.‘mu-ucneephalograph and m&ﬁﬂunk Jack is pwcholnpgny

biigin test facilities to Ruby at{|disturbed,” continue € witness
Parkland, were batted down on!lin further questioning. - - -

state’s objections.

He said he believed the state - . .

Former Dallag Mayor Ear]e ment by the mentalist aflected,
Cuhcll said he could. not make a(half & million persons in Dallas.’

“Could Ruby,” asked Prosecu-

do until our new building js

- been concerncd about our court-!

now.”

whether _

plete (7 !emng to_the new coun-!
ty cenler now under construc-,|
uW

Judge Sterrett said, ‘We have!

rooms for yrars, and that is why.

we are building a new bmldmgl calied in the change of wenue but if you prove him guily, then ’______".;
:hunnz ‘

Defense atlorney Tonahill had,

‘|he had said Ruby brought down

|
: parl-umc empioye of Ruby at the lec Harvey Oswald s, innocent,

definile statement. one way or the
othcr. as to whether a fair jury||tor Bowic, “Get a fair ‘trial any-

dc secured in Dallas. He |where in Texas?”
,affirmed during questioning that | Mr. Willis said he d:dn: knou
Dallas attorney .Ben Henderson
ble on Dallas. - +» |caused some confusion with .his
. Pauline Hall, a former :complex reasoning: “If you prove

Vegas Club, was the first woman then this man (Ruby) 45 guilty:

is man is jnnocent.
She agrecd with Mr. '!'

asked if the faciliues provided (or| that the feelings and. expresshns Ignse anywhere to kill a tyrant™

the Ruby trial had embarrassed:
the Commissioners Court, and a
string of prosccution objections
{followed. .

The judge upheld the prosecu-
tion objections which prevented
Judge Sterrett from answering
any subsequent questions concern-
ing “rental of additional facilities
for the witness subpocnacd in the
hcarmg. withdrawal of beer and
wine licenses 10 Ruby's clubs, or
scyection of newsmen o cover the
Rpby trial in limited court il
iths.” :

MARCUS DUBIOUS

Tuesday's lead witness for the
defense, specialty store head Stan-
ley Marcus, expressed “grave res.
ervalions” whether Ruby could
receive a fair trial in Dallus, and
sct the pace Ior other defense wit-
nesses dwing the day. i

He was foliowed by Dallas attor-
neys Clayton Fowler, C. A. Droby
and San Donosky, who each ex-
pressed doubt that Dallas could
olfer an stmosphere for a fair

Ed Maher, a Dallas auto dealer
and chairman of the board of
Parkland Hospital, answered rel-

. tively little di iolent bick .,‘“lm recalled. “DeMar =said, “1 ) : ) -
Juvely Witle during violen er couldnldel’mllely say, tMtE(Os- R
‘I AT WS (in the clubi Rh

ing between siate and delense.
cstions by My, Belli as_to,|W
r. Maher reuued

“Who,” msked Asst. Dist. Atly.
tact with indicated Ruby 'eopld DBill Alexander, *is the tyrant}”

not get a fair trail in Dallas. IIOswaldwene nctual.l.yzumy,
Whenaskedi{:helhm@tmch|hew°mdbem‘m replied

leehngsuuﬂdpreventamrh-ial The defense then cnlled Mn.
she replied, “1 believe so. She] Doris Warner, a 13-year-old {rving
testified she had known Ruby fori resident who said she had man-
eight or nie years. . - ! aged the dwelling where Ruby and

Another of Ruby's {riends, cur- { and his friend. Georpe Senator,
ly-haired Carousel Club burlesque; had lived in adjoining apartments.
drymmer Bill Willis, took the - Defense lawyer Sam  Brody

ud fo declare he (Willis) was ooy she thought Dallas ComL

olpemms}mhascomein

khecuddget-iairlnaltm

bere.” * “No,” said Mrs. Warner. '~
Mr. Willis said he had “denied - o * oo % Wamer

termed “lunacy” those sugges- o~ adjoining apartments?

- been established in the minds of

tions that Ruby sho! Oswald for :

publicity. isherepmen
“A logistical inadequacy has s ‘

Peopleu-bym%pweﬁ"he
tfaid.

“In pamculu said thc musician,
a newspaper reporier had done a
“story about' hypnotisi - mentalist
Bill DeMar's leeling he may have
scen Oswald in the Carousel Club, ~ -
“I said, “Bill, you're going 1o
cause a nationa! sensation’,” the

i1 {1 T've never known it to be an [-‘-

Vot T

““They lived next to each other,™ -
Pl

vel tly” any association of Alexander  was -curious
iemently’ Yy about the apartment arrangement: -
Ruby with Communists ‘and bad ., Ruby and Senator live in the

& ftudent of logic and, “I don't ty could be impartial or indnﬂe:» S S




- don't want 1o burn him?"

"

shouted Mr, Belli, rising quickly
from his chair.

Alexandoer,

for him getting a fair trial out-
side Dallas,” continued the wit-

live

Mr. Alexander asked if she had] Fred Carroll, a travelin
;heand_ongae yopinion that Rubyiman, said,

should not be punished for his act;get

“What? What? Burn him?"| ..
“That's & shorthand rendition

“I think the chances are belter

hess. “The newspapers here arclAle

prejudiced against him.
in vt

~Pnever said.”

& {air trial here. There is a

and she replicd in the allirma.ilecling of the citizens of Dallas
ive. ilike we were on trial. I was quite
“There are some, then, who UPsct it happened here in Dailas.”

“Are you Ruby or Burleson's
friend,” inquired Mr. Alexander.

Eva Grant's," said the wil-

ness. (Mrg. Grant is Ruby's sis-
ter). '
R “Where did you meet -her?”
- (of electrocution),” explained Mr.lasked the prosccutor.
. “Al the B&B Cafe,” said Mr.

Carroll. ’

“Did you know she was harred!
from the B&B?™ queried M.

xander, wheieupon the defense

They putjraised objection and the protest
_Was mstainLd .ig_Jud[:e 8wn. )

= sales-: To another line of quesﬁunin:.l'[oming "New: Ta K
“I don’t believe he can!Mr CatréfEnswered he had ome"Zoppi bad stated (5t Hurt

|written & song which was recorded
jand he met Ruby when signing
the contract with the singer.

The name of the song. testificd
Mr. Carroll, was, *'Gila Monster.”

Ruby’s former neighbor, J. D.
Stokes of 213 S. Ewing, said under
examination by the defcnse that
he felt Dallas was “a littlc preju-
dicial againsl Ruby” amd the
accused murderer could get a
{airer trial elsewhere.

Mr. Stokes, an assistant to the
pathologist at Urr Veterans Hos-
pital in Dallas, said he based his
opinicn on his contacts with Dal-

;Jas people he met in his work.
‘m the afternoon Dailas

sy
IR

columnist Tony

ithat in his recent visits to New

(Orleans and Las Vegas he has
i sensed a “hush” in the audience’

when he was introduced as a
Dallas newspaper columnist.
“Very often when 1 was intro-
duced from the audience §t was
japologetically.” Mr. Zoppi said.

him: “Mr. Zoppi, the nichtcub
eclumnist frem . . . 1 don't Know
if 1 should say the word . . . “Dal.
la=." " gecording to

Mr. Zeppi testified that *swe
(Dallas) had been so closely tied
and intimately involved (in the
Ruby case) § woulg_he barg to
~l a Iair_}-j_al ip__‘ipilhs.”

One entertainer hud introduced -

tostimany.,
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